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Lywn asked.
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“T dov’t+ know,” Gretchen adwmitted. “I used to
think we were safe here. As safe as anyowe is,
anyway. But with everything She's dove the last
couple of weeks... T don'+ know. T+'s like you make
one wrong move, you look at Her the wrong way,

and jou're gove...”
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“We shouldw’t be talking about this,” Lyvwn said. “fou never
know who might say something. And for all we know, She
could be listening right.. Oh God.”

Just then, Lynn felt the wind against her face... but the

N leaves weren't rustling.
.\ H |




Lynn saw movement out of the corver of her °
eve. She looked back, confirming what she .
already suspected. Tammy was standing behind

her, facing away. She stood for a moment,
staring off into the distance. Then, slowly, She
turved towards them. = =
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"’ZE+ was a beantiful litt+le wedding,” Tammy said. “IT+'s
" a shame they went about things the way that they did.
- They would have made such a cute married couple.”

‘Would have.” Whatever hope Lynn was holding onto
- suddevly vanished upon hearing +those +wo words. Her
mind raced as she tried to imagive what Tammy might
have done to the betrothed.. and her danghter.
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The ceremony was very... tasteful,” Tammy continued,

ap— -

alancing at Her hand.

bit longer... But before T left, T did take some hor

VIA\(Y‘E«S wiwm - -
. %.!_-. - :.ihﬁ&i'-_-:','_.__ . s‘

" wish T could have savored it for a

LLW watched as Tamwmy raised her hand up. She could jus+
make ont some tiny figures between Tammy’s fingers,

writhing around. Her heart started to sink even deeper.




Tammy slowly opened Her havd, cowﬁrmiw; what Lywn suspected.
In Tammy's hand was a group of oung wowmen, piled up v '
Tammy’s palm. Lynn recogvized immediately that they were Chris
avd Olivia's bridesmaids. Lying there on the +op of the pile, in a
i little red dress, was Lyavn’s danghter. '
scream vearly escaped Lywn’s lips, before she stopped herself.
She didn't want to do anything that might risk upsetting Tammy.
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Tammy looked Lyun in the eyes while
She licked Her chops. “I haven’t +old
you ladies about My new diet yet,
have T7” Tamwmy asked. “T+'s a bit
like communion, but, you know... the
other way around. And these are My
lit+le wafers!”,

C don’t understand,” Lyan said. “Are

Tammy continued. “Well, T’ve decided
T ovly want to consume the very best
of my creation.. like these five lit+tle
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Lywn broke the silence, stepping forward and raising
her hawnd. “Wait, Tammy! Please, don’t eat them! As
Your friend, I'm begoging you!”
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Are they friends of yours too
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WMy diet, Lynn. Why do vyou care so much avont
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LD NS s
“Oh Lywwm, T get i+ vow,” Tammy said. “This is +his v
your danghter, Claire, isn't i+7 And +o think that
you told Me she was howme sick. T d|dv1 t take o for
liar, Lynn. But maybe T




" feel so terrible about lying +o you, Tammy!” Lywmn
wailed. “Chris made wme prowmise not +o tell you about:
his wedding. T should have never lied to You. -
Mou cavn forgive me...

M”




Tammy looked doww at the bridesmaids i her hawnd,
eveing them up and down. “That's such a shawme, isn'+
1t7” She said, shaking her head. “All this secrecy... As

if you can keep secrets from vour God.”




Without another word, Tammy suwatched the

bridesma

id in the black dress. The strawberry

/

ing her arms around helplessly.

blonde screamed at the top of her lungs
thrash
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~ Tammy placed the woman onto Her tongue likea =

LS

%

S

~ communion wafer. The woman screamed and |
writhed, but she was powerless against her God. |
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Tammy wasted wo time biting doww. She
chomped on +the woman, savoring all the
delicate little flavors. While She was busy
chewing, She looked over the other little
snacks in Her hand. They looked so
beantiful in their litt+le dresses. To think
that they got all dressed up, just for Her ]
They all looked so tasty, She could hardly
decide which ove to eat vext.
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Tammy plucked up another ove, a little redhead in

a silver dress. Tammy didn’t even bother +o look
at her again. She was just more meat to chew on.
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ammy tossed the woman onto Her +m56
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Ime
and

mg She

A woman in a white floral

while Tammy was chewing, She wasted vo +
+he woman would do nonetheless.

grabbing another bridesmaid
dress. There was something about this one that

Tammy wasw't particularly fond of, someth
couldn'+ put Her finger on... But She was hungry,
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Tammy raised the little bridesmaid =
above Her mouth. She opened wide,
davngling the woman in the air. She held
her there for a bit, savoring the

moment. T+ felt so righteons knowing
that She held the woman’s life in Her
perfect havnd. Tammy fel+ that familiar
tingle agaiv, and She knew that what
she was doivg was good.




Tammy dropped the woman into Her mouth. =

The woman screamed, but Tammy could \:}

hardly blame her for being afraid. After all,
she was only mortal. =~
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Now +there were owlq +wo of them left. WImIe AN

She chewed, Tammy looked over the last +wo 1=
larualesvnawls Her hand wavered over them,
as She Vnaala Har dacusuow She conldn’+ Inalp
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. Tammy decided i+ was

ownly

' have some say in the matter. “What do you
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, save her
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nstead, She picked up .

the woman v the blue dress. .«

T

said. “Please
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finally answered. “Save her!” Lynv
for last

Sure evough, Tammy saved Claire
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Tammy decided +o get a little showy, -5 o o
. and She tossed the woman into Her +
-~ mouth. Sure evough, it landed perfectly . - A

on Her tongue, for She did not make 0
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Tammy chewed, and chewed, and chewed.

And while She chewed, She stared down at %
Claire. Slowly, She brought Claire up +o Her ==

L mouth, so Claire could hear Her chewing -
even better. e

w
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Tamwmy savored the fear in her
little eyes. She could feel Her body
tingling agaiv, and so She knew
that it was righteous. She chewed,

and chewed, until there was
nothing left to chew upon.




Lynn was in hysterics. “Please, Tammy, please! -
care about me at all, if you value our friendship even a
lit+le bit.. I'm praying to ou with all wmy hear+!




Tammy stared at Ly with a look of
utter disappointment.

B Really, Lynn?” Tammy said. “You'd hold
‘our friendship hostage over something
& (ke this? You can always have another

§ danghter.. But there’s ovly ove God.”
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Tammy hoped that Lyun would understand.
But She looked ivto Lywn’s eyes, and saw the
despair on her face. Lynm was laying it on a
little thick, but part of Tammy felt+ something
approaching sympathy.

“ou know what, Lyun?” Tammy said, rubbing

Her belly. “On second thought, all those other

brideswmaids filled Me up. IT'wm terribly full vow.
Maybe T won't eat Claire after all.”
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Tammy wagged her finger at Lyan. “Tt's a sin

to put words in My mouth, you know,” She said.

“T never said that T foraave her. Sarah, dear.
Are vou feeling hungry?”
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I el = Sarah was takewn aback. “Wait, Mom? <

A Seriounsly? You can't really wan
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= Tammy sidled close +o Her
daunghter, holding Her hand up.
- She gave Sarah a knowing look.

"~ “ou're a grown woman now,”

Tammy said. “Don't you think it's

' about time to try your Mother's
~ favorite cuisine?”




Sarah looked doww at poor lit+le Claire.
Sarah didv't know her well, but they
had met on a few occasions. They
didv’+ have much in common, but Claire
had always beewn so kind +o her. She
looked so sad and pathetic, trembling
on Tammy’s havd. Sarah couldw’+ help
but feel sorry for her.

‘v sorry, but Wom, T... T've vever

even thought eating someove before

Sarah protested. “It just feels wrova.
You're (od, so everything You do is

righteous. But me... I'm just a mortal,
like anyowe else. T can't do it, that

[
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2 _" Quiet! You Vnwjanr be ¢ vnoerl but

l,.l

2 vyou're also My danghter. That
i ? akes you very special amono BE
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T N T

j\”’léﬁlf/l.ﬁ‘fﬂﬂ‘f‘l\{, Sarah reached out for
. Claire. She tried +o pick her up as

bear the +houz§ln+ of accidentally
\hmr-km@ her, even as she covsidered

‘“* -, wln.ca—l- Tmmm




Sarah held the lit+le woman in her
fingers. She felt so tiny and delicate
n Saralh’s hand. Sarah had wever held
this kind of power over sowmeone
before, and it felt so wrowg to her.

C dow’t know If T cawn do this,” Sarah
said. “WMaybe You could eat her. Or;
save her for later...”

L‘Nonsense,” Tammy said. “
cav do i+. T believe in yon.”
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- Sarah dutifully put Claire in her mouth.
=.° She could feel the little woman s, . _

-
o N,
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sq’uirmiwg around in her mouth. She could Sk
, feel the little havds clawing against her =~
= mouth and tongue. T+ felt like she was .
. eating a live bug, and it disgusted her... .
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t* But Tammy had told her +o do i+, and W
. she wasn't about to say no to her God. --
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. Sarah set the woman on her tongue. She
" could feel the woman squirming in her

£

3?5 mouth, and could hear her +tiny li++le
I voice calling out. Sarah counldn’+ bear to
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Lynn couldn’+ stand by anymore. Her horror made her
overcome her better judgement, raising her voice again.

“Please, God, dov't hart Claire!” Lywn pleaded to Tammy.
. “Please, have Sarah +take we instead!”
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e at Oh, but Lyan, I'd hate to lose Jour: :
%deh@hﬁul company,” Tammy said. “And your PR
- danghter, to be quite hovest, was a dreadful § _..q. e

4 little bore. At least now she’ll get +o brivg a 5 wiig::
o little enjoyment to the party vow... As a @1%&‘ ¥ i
7% % snack for Wy perfec+ ittle Sarah.” - PR (B 13
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N e TN\ : ; >
S\ Sarah could tell that Tammy was getting impatient. = \\ NG e
As hard as she tried, she couldn’+ make herself | © "
swallow Claire whole. Reluctantly, she bit doww, ‘ "
chewing and chewing. She tried vot +o think about
what she was doing, or how much it tasted like

sashimi. Thew, finally, she gulped i+ doww.
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”Tlnm S vnq gurll” Tavnvnq clneerad
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pa-H"mg Sarah on the chest. “See? Luke, N o\
Mo-i”her like daughﬁrl How was she?”
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_”Slne Was... good,” Samh smd smrmg oﬁc

into the distance, and trying +o hide

r

-Hna-t' she {-‘al—l" a lau-l* swk ”‘Sha was @ood ¢




Sarah walked away, despowalew+ awd exhaus+ed Tamw\q pmal wo
mind to her; She'd learved it was best not to reward Sarah's N
moping by giving her attention. Instead, Tammy turved +owarals
Lywn, who was Inoldma) her head in Iner Inmlds N

~ “Aren’t you proud of Inar’?” Tammy asked. “IT+'s a slnmma that ]
jour Claire was a disappointment, but I'm sure you can still take
some prlde n seemg W\q Samh follow v Her W\om S foo+s+6ps 1




Tammy put her arm on Lyvn's shoulder to reassure her.
v [\
“Dov't let yourself get doww, Lynn,” Tammy said. “Just +ake solace
im how merciful T am. Let’s be honest, T did you a favor. Your Clair
was never going to amount to very much.. But pretty soon, she'll
be a little fat on Saralh’s ass. That's more +han she would V]cﬂVﬁ
_ended up being otherwise.” ‘
‘ !
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Lyvn stood there for a momew+ before realizing what Tmmmq _ Nt e, ' W \ , }? | 1
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expec-red from her. “Thavk yon,” She said, but she sensed i+ wasn’+ i PR, | b "“*-....;;,;;,,’i’,"‘ i

e , it , rf:.-f,;.,: ;n f'ff .
B cnough. T hank qou, my Grod. ou're so kind, and merciful...” ji§ Y /ﬁ’x
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- “Avnd you understand why I had to ‘é

do that?” Tammy asked. -~ =
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Ves... She siwmed. And what you #
~did... was righteous..” . -, 7
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T+'s so good of you +o adwmit that, )

- dear. Aud please, dow't let+ yourself

~ get down. T wouldn'+ want vyou +o

be a drag. And besides, T'm sure |

you and the wnext husband will have ™
. plenty wore kids! Just make sure =

-

you raise thewm +to be more
;Je \ obedient, will you?”
: -~ . o » ; b r f ',-:.
© “Of course, Tammy! OFf course!” =
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Tammy voticed Gretchen staring off i ﬂne,,f

distance, and felt a little concerved. “ITs

-~

something wrovng, Gretchen?” Tammy asked. = HE A
& T, P | £

o |
o - : y

LT dow'+ wawnt to trouble vou, Tammy, but if
[’WOM dov’t mind me asking... Is there any way S
= T could get wmy husband Dale back?” 88
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“Oh, T completely forgot about li+tle Dalel”
Tamwmy exclaimed. “Hold on, le+ me find him. He
should be in here somewhere...”
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“And here T thought all that fat]
would have cushioned him,” Tammy
said. “IT+'s his fault, really. T just
gave him what he wanted, and he
was too weak to hawndle it. Take him,
please, T don't wavnt him.’

ammy carelessly dropped Dale in
Gretchen’s trembling hands.
B Gretchen heart sank as she gazed
B #pon Dale’s unmoving body. “T-thank
you,” Gretchen said, almost by reflex.
Slne kwew how Tamwmy could be wlnew
» people were uiwgrm-eful k-

[ & “"‘ .l"l-..‘ LI
**;ﬁ-“" e LY g las .,-fl'.:i"‘;l ,"-J. e
. | ﬁ" ¥ TN ‘m{ g W ah w'f .




R ey, Y e T

Tammy noticed that mood of the party had 2
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“This is really an extraordinary oppor-tunity for vou, Gretchen,” Tammy said with a
smile. “You can finally get out on the dating market again. And believe me, you can
% _do so much better than that fat slob.”
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aretchen said with a trembling voice. “Thank you, Tam

i = *

“Nou're welcome. Now wou@h moping, I have some exciting news! E\(erqowe},
wme to the front of the house. T've got a big anvo
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- A 'féw minutes I;}e}t}he 'é)aesjrs had fgwr‘l/l;}r@d .
" n Tammy’s driveway. They waited out there, ™
4 but Tammy Herself was nowhere to be seen. .

The guests grew increasingly anxions the longer
e Tmmmq made them wait. . < °

=~ 1 . ﬁQA — . M ; 2 I ; | Y

; T ﬂ i. _ . .; .

o

LLERRAL

iuﬂ

- §
1

COEERLERRNE

E
=
E
=
:.:

.'I'r ellanE

b ) R

!
TR e e o e i e T S ST N S e s T AT T

wk

= T e —=— —~ r—
T s ey e o e e W e R e O T P e T T
T G YT
’

P — » 2 -
&t il = - i
= - -

N, i




