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HEY, HEY, HEY, SCOTTY WBOY!

HOPE YOU'RE HANGING LOOSE AND KEEPING
IT CHILL. HOW'S JESSICA? YOU TWO STILL
GETTING DOWN AND DIRTY?

I NEVER KNEW HER REALLY WELL BECAUSE

WHY EVEN GET TO KNOW A LESEBIAN? LIKE,
WHAT’S THE POINT 2EING FRIENDS WITH HER IF
SHE ISN'T INTO ME AND MY MOVES?

ANYWAY, SHE'S HOT, 8RO. T JUST HOPE SHE
DOESN'T CUT OFF YOUR DICK WHEN SHE
FINDS OUT YOU 60T ONE. -




I KNOW IT'S BEEN A MINUTE
SINCE T LAST WROTE. 8UT THINGS
ARE LOOKING UP FOR YOUR PAL
NICK. LIVING WITH MY DAD HAS
BEEN A TOTAL GODSEND. HE'S
HELPING ME GET BACK IN TOLCH
WITH THE OLO ALPHA ME, WHICH
FEELS FANTASTIC.

DUDE! WE WENT HUNTING! T HAV-
EN'T GONE SHOOTING SINCE I
WAS A KID, 8UT DAD THOUEGHT
GETTING OUT IN THE WILD AND
KILLING SOMETHING WOULD 8E
G00D. T WASN'T A FAN OF HOW
EARLY WE HAD TO GET UP TO GET
THERE, BUT HEY, IT WAS WORTH IT.
I EVEN 6OT A 8I6 OL 8UCK! CAN
YOU BELIEVE THAT? EVEN WITH
ALL THE ESTROEEN FLOODING
MY VEINS, I CAN STILL KICK ASS!

W




THE BEST PART IS I CAN TOTALLY
BE MYSELF AROUND MY DAD. I
DON'T HAVE TO ACT LIKE A GIRL
OR DRESS UP IN SKIRTS AND
STUFF. T CAN USE MY REGULAR
VOICE, TALK ABOUT FOOTBALL,
DRINK BEERS, AND JUST HANG
ourt,

HEY, YOU TRIED BINDING YOUR
BREASTS LIKE ME YET? IT'S
GREAT/ I MEAN, YOU'LL NEED
SOMETHING ON THE LEVEL OF
NASA ENGINEERING TO DEAL
WITH THE MONSTER IMPLANTS
THAT HAG PUT IN YOU--BUT THINK
ABOUT IT, 8RO.




ALRIGHT, NICHOLAS. SEE HIM UP THERE
THE RIDGE?

"

YEAH, IT LOOKS LIKE A PRIZE 8UCK.
NOW, TAKE A DEEP BREATH AND SLOWLY
EXHALE. KEEP YOUR FINGER ON THE

TRIGEGER, BUT WAIT TO SQUEEZE IT.




DO YOU CARE IF THE COW YOUR HAMBLIRGER CAME
FROM SUFFERED? DON'T BE A HYPOCRITE, SON.
YOU'RE EITHER A CARNIVORE OR A SALAD EATER.

RIGHT. YEAH, SORRY. I... I GUESS I'M READY.

WHAT DO I ALWAYS TELL YOU? DON'T BE SORRY--

G00D. T KNOW YOU LIKE ANIMALS OR WHATEVER,
§ TARZAN, 8UT YOU GOTTA REMEMBER--

h




&00D. NOW--

PULL THE TRIGGER!
NICHOLAS! PULL. THE. TRIGGER.




R-RIGHT!




DAMN. T THINK T MISSED.

JE-SUS CHRIST! THAT'S NOT A
MISS, THAT'S FUMBLE ON THE
ONE-YARD LINE/ HOW IN HELL
OID YOU NOT HIT HIM AT THIS
DISTANCE WITH THAT RIFLE?

THE WIND SHIFTED!

THANK 60D YOUR AIM WITH A
FOOTBALL IS BETTER THAN WITH
A BULLET

HE'S RUNNING. SHIT, LOOK AT
HIM &O. HE'S BASICALLY FLYING.

GIVE ME THAT GLIN.

HERE. BUT HE'LL 8E IN MEXICO
8Y THE TIME WE CATCH UP TO
HIM. MAYBE--




YES! 60T THE FLUCKER. ONE SHOT, ONE KILL.
WOW! THAT'S, UH, INPRESSIVE.

HELL, YEAH. SEE, WHEN YOU HAVE AN INSTINCT FOR
THE KILL, YOU GOTTA FOLLOW IT. DON'T BACK DOWN,
AND DON'T LET UP. YOU USED TO KNOW ALL THIS!
REMEMBER HOW YOU WERE ALWAYS PICKED ON WHEN
YOU WERE YOUNGER? YOU WERE ALL SKINNY AND
AWKWARD, 8UT I KNEW YOU HAD THE SPIRIT OF A
FIGHTER IN YOU. DON'T FORGET IT NOW, EVEN WITH
ALL THIS SHIT WE'RE GOING THROUIGH.

YEAH, YOU'RE RIGHT. THANKS, DAD.




SHOULD WE 60 AND LIKE GET HIM’

i YOU KIDDING? HE PROBABLY WEIGHS A
| 00D 300 POUNDS. I DON‘T WANT TO
| ORAG HIM HERE AND GET MY 8ACK ALL
JACKED UP. YOU KNOW HOW 8AD WORKING
ON THE RIGS FUCKED UP MY SPINE. LET'S
JUST LEAVE HIM FOR THE COYOTES.
ANYWAY, VENISON TASTES LIKE ASS.

YEAH I.. GLIESS YOU'RE RIGHT.

OF COURSE I'M RIGHT. NOW, LET'S GET
i SOME BREAKFAST. I'M STARVING. AND
i DON'T WORRY, NO ONE WILL RECOGNIZE
2 YOU OUT HERE IN THE ASS-END OF TEXAS.




AND, SCOTT MY 8RO, IT'S BEEN GOOD |
JUST TO DO LIKE NORMAL SHIT AT MY
DAD'S NEW HOUSE. LIKE, WHEN WE GOT
BACK FROM HLNTING, WE TOSSED THE
FOOTBALL AROLIND, T BET THAT DOESN'T
SOUND LIKE MUCH, BUT IT FELT LIKE A
FUCKING MIRACLE, YOU KNOWP LIKE T
WAS ME AGAIN. KINDA.,




DAD, 60 LONE.

I'M TOO OLD FOR THAT SHIT/

COME ON, EIVE ME SOMETHING ;fO AlM
FOR. I HAVE TO KEEP THE CANNON IN

SHE - aN A

+ B ALRIGHT, BUT IF T HURT MYSELF YOU'RE
t GONNA FEEL IT. -

—
L‘ HUT, HUT/ HIKE!

-

v



LOOK OUuT, WORLD! THE OLD MAN
STILL HAS SOME GAS IN THE TANK.
NOW THROW ME THE BALL/

B
COMING YOUR WAY. l .






GREAT TECHNIQUE...



=
o
L

TOO 8AD IT WAS THROWN WITH ALL THE POWER OF
A TODOLER. THAT PASS FELL SHORT 8Y AT LEAST
TWENTY YARDS! SEE WHAT HAPPENS WHEN YOU
DON'T WORK OUT?

B8UT T HAVE BEEN WORKING OUT. YOU'VE SEEN ME/

0O8VIOUSLY NOT ENOUGH. WE HAVE TO TRIPLE
OUR EFFORTS. I MEAN, WE'RE FIGHTING A WAR
AGAINST 8IOLOGY HERE, NICHOLAS.



AND 8Y THE LOOKS OF THINGS, WE'RE NOT
ONLY NOT WINNING, WE'RE GETTING AN ASS
WHOOPING. THESE HORMONES HAVE LINDONE
ALL THE YEARS AND YEARS OF PHYSICAL
CONDITIONING WE DID. I LOOK AT YOU AND IT'S
LIKE IT WAS ALL FOR NOTHING.

C’MON. DON'T SAY THAT.

I JUST FUCKING HATE WHAT THOSE BASTARDS
OID TO YOU.




DAD, T KNOW. I'M TRYING MY BEST. 8UT T'M
STILL ME, RIGHT? DEEP DOWN, NOTHING HAS
REALLY CHANGED.

~ YOU SURE ABOUT THAT?

o ..
© HUH? WHAT DO YOU MEAN?
Oy iy «

I MEAN, ARE YOU STILL THE SAME NICHOLAS
AS BEFORE THIS SHIT HAPPENED? ARE YOU
STILL A BADASS READY TO TAKE ON ANY MAN
AND NEVER 8ACK DOWN? WOUILD YOU STILL
TEAR A GUY’'S HEAD OFF IF IT MEANT WINNING
A CHAMPIONSHIP RING?

-
YOU FUCKING KNOW IT.

&00D. BECAUSE I'VE BEEN DOING RESEARCH
ON THE INTERNET, AND I'VE GOT IDEAS TO
COUNTERACT THE HORMONES YOU HAVE TO
TAKE. T BELIEVE WE CAN GET YOU 8ACK ON
THE FIELO. 8UT YOU'VE 6OT TO 8E WILLING TO
FIGHT FOR IT. OKAY?

YOU &OT IT/ T WON'T LET YOU DOWN.

HELL YEAH/ LET'S GET TO WORK.



I CAN'T EAT ANOTHER BITE.

WHAT? YOU BARELY FINISHED HALF OF THE FIRST
STEAK. YOU NEED TO EAT AT LEAST SIXTEEN MORE
OUNCES OF RIBEYE. WE NEED TO PUT SOME MEAT ON
THOSE BONES, AND THE WEIGHTLIFTING FORUMS ALL
SAY THAT RED MEAT BOOSTS TESTOSTERONE LEVELS.
- I
AND WHAT THE HELL ARE THESE ROLIND THINGS YOU
FRIED UP?

ROCKY MOUNTAIN OYSTERS. BULL TESTICLES.
LGH. YOU WANT ME TO EAT 8ULL TESTICLES?

YOU KNOW HOW MANY COWS A 8ULL CAN FUCK IN A
YEAR?

TESTOSTERONE! IT'S ALL AB0OUT TESTOSTERONE.
THESE LITTLE OELICACIES WILL GET YOU BACK IN
SHAPE AND MAKE SURE THE ESTROGEN IS KEPT IN

} WELL, IF IT'LL HELP ME GET BACK ON THE GRIDIRON, I
GUESS I DON'T HAVE A CHOICE.




OF COURSE YOU HAVE A CHOICE. YOU CAN EITHER MAN THE

FUCK UP OR LET HUTCHINSON TURN YOU INTO HIS QUEER N\
SON'’S GIRLFRIEND. NOW, WHAT’S IT GONNA 8E? “

UGH. GIVE ME THE BULL BALLS. WAIT, THERE'S AIN'T ANY, LIKE, -

COW JIZZ IN THESE, RIGHT? _

UH, NOT TO MY KNOWLEDGE. BUT I'LL CHECK MY PHONE TO . T
B8E SURE -- OH, SHIT/ HOW'D IT GET SO LATE? HUTCHINSON
AND SON ARE GONNA 8E HERE IN TWO HOURS. BASTARDS!

——

60D DAMN. DID YOU REALLY HAVE TO LET THEM COME FOR

DINNERP
W ————

NICK, IT'S JUST ONE NIGHT. PLAY ALONG, AND I PROMISE ¢
WE’'LL PUT A STOP TO ALL THIS NONSENSE SOON. ANYWAY,
THAT'S WHY I'M FEEDING YOU NOW. HUTCHINSON EXPECTS
YOU TO B8E EATING CARROTS AND HUMMUS OR SOME OTHER
BULLSHIT. SO 60 INSIDE, TAKE A SHOWER AND MAKE
YOURSELF LOOK... YOU KNOW... AND... UH...

I HAVE TO W THE DRESS HE SENT OVER?
JUST FOR TONIGHT.
8uT--

&0 ON. T ALREADY KNOW FROM YOUR MOTHER THAT MAKELIP 3 3 ; . \
TAKES FOREVER. o N/ \ Y,

FUCK. FUCK. FLCK! \ E ; \ —_

g

_\7 (T















OKAY, HERE'S THE PLAY: TAKE A
SHOWER, PUT ON THE DRESS,
DO THE MAKEUP (MOM SAID YOU
HAVE TO PUT ON THE DRESS
FIRST SO IT WON'T GET RUINEDD,
AND THEN GRIT YOUR TEETH AND
GET THROUGH THE NIGHT. HOW
HARD CAN IT BE’

THERE HAVE BEEN PLENTY OF
NIGHTS WHEN I HAD TO SUIT UP
AND FACE DOWN THE TOUGHEST
LINEBACKERS IN THE NCAA, ALL
THE WHILE KNOWING MY FRONT
LINE WAS READY TO COLLAPSE
AT ANY SECOND. THIS'LL 8E A
CAKEWALK 8Y COMPARISON. AT
LEAST I CAN'T BREAK MY NECK
 LIKE T COULD ON THE FIELD--
TS JUST A STUPID DINNER! NO
PROBLEMO.



.

I'M AN ATHLETE, A FIGHTER, A WARRIOR. T AM
NOT SCARED OF A STUPID DRESS. IT'LL JUST
BE LIKE WHEN THE TEAM DRESSED UP AS
CHEERLEADERS FOR THE POWDERPUFF GAME.

BUT DAMN IT LOOKS TIGHT! AND... SHIT/ THIS
IS THE WRONEG KIND OF 8RA. I NEED THE, UH,
STRAPLESS KIND. LAUREN SAID SHE'D THROW
SOME OF THOSE IN... WHERE'D T PUT THEM?




I BUESS I SHOULD BE THANKFUL MOM
LEFT THIS MAKEUP TABLE HERE AT THE
OLO HOUISE. OTHERWISE, I'D HAVE TO
TRY AND DO THIS IN THE BATHROOM
MIRROR, AND THAT'S A RECIPE FOR

DISASTER.
-

HM. DAD DION'T 8UY ME NEARLY AS
MUCH MAKELP AS MOM HAD--8UT T
DION'T KNOW WHAT Qa® OF THAT SHIT
WAS FOR ANYWAY.




|
EYELASH GUNK...




RED SHIT FOR THE CHEEKS, T
GUESS -- ALTHOUGH T'LL 8E
S0 DAMN EMBARRASSED, I'LL |
BE BLUSHING ANYWAY.

..AND BOOM €EOES
THE DYNAMITE.

60D, WHY DO I HAVE
TO 8E SO 600D AT
EVERYTHING?



THEY'RE HERE! OKAY. GAME TIME, BITCHES.
I'M GEARED UP AND READY. I CAN DO THIS.
I WON'T LET THEM SEE ME SWEAT THEY
CAN'T BREAK ME. EVEN WITH TITS, I'M THE
TOUGHEST euy IN THE ROOM.







v
| J

AH, HOWAQD THANK YOU FOR THE INVITATION
TO DINNE®!

NO PROBLEM, LEONARD. YOUR HOME 1S MY
HOME.

YES, QUITE LITERALLY, IF YOUR COMPANY
STILL CAN'T FIND OIL ON THE LAND WE SOLD
YOU. STILL, I'M PLEASED YOU DION'T MAKE
THIS DIFFICULT WITH MACHO NONSENSE. ZACH,
NOW DON'T 8E RUDE. GREET OUR HOST.




HI, MR. PALMER.
HELLO, ZACH.

ISN'T THIS SO NICE AND
CIVIL? AREN'T WE JUST
ONE 816, HAPPY FAMILY?
NOW, WHERE IS5 YOUR
LOVELY DAUGHTER TO
COMPLETE THE PICTURE?




UM, MR. HUTCHINSON.

IT'S NIKKI NOW. REMEMBER?

o, < ¢

«




AH! OF COURSE, OF COURSE. HOW
COULD T FORGET? MY APOLOGIES.

OH, GOD! NICHOLAS, Y-YOu
LOOK--

UTTERLY BEAUTIFUL, HOWARD! I'M
PLEASED THOSE  HORMONES
WE'VE BEEN HAVING DELIVERED ARE
STILL WORKING THEIR WONDERS.
THEY'RE EXPENSIVE AS HELL,
STRAIGHT FROM YOUR FRIENDS AT
SECOND DAWN. B8UT CLEARLY,
THAT'S MONEY WELL SPENT/ ZACH,
DOESN'T YOUR GIRLFRIEND LOOK
RAVISHING?

YEAH, UM, REALLY 600D.

“REALLY GOO0D?" THAT HARDLY
DOES HER JUSTICE. AND THAT
DRESS! PHEW. ZACH PICKED IT OUT,
YOU KNOW. YOU REALLY KNOW
HOW TO DRESS YOUR &IRL, SON.
NOW YOU JUST NEED TO WORK ON
YOUR COMPLIMENTS.




HOWARD, DO YOU SEE WHAT T MEAN NOW
ABOUT YOUR DAUGHTER'S UNMISTAKABLE
“FEMININE AURAP” THIS REALLY IS THE
BEST FOR ALL INVOLVED. DON'T YOU
AGREE?

I, UH...

HO, HO, HO! SHE STILL NEEDS A 8IT OF
PRACTICE WITH THOSE HEELS, THOUGH.
YOU'RE STILL A 8IT WOBBLY, NIKKI,

I DION'T HAVE THE B8EST
COACH, SHE WAS KIND OF A
8ITCH, TO BE HONEST.

THAT’S VERY DISAPPOINTING CONSIDERING
HOW MUCH I PAID! NO MATTER, MY DEAR.
YOU'LL HAVE THE REST OF YOUR LIFE TO
PRACTICE. JUST DON'T--




SHIT/ DAD, I'M GONNA
BREAK MY NECK!

-
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W




G0T yA/ yOu
OoKkAY?

GREAT REFLEXES, ZACH/ WELL .
NOW! THAT WAS QUITE THE
APPETIZER, HOWARD, WHAT'S
THE MAIN COURSE? \ &)

I NEED A BOURBON.









!
PUT ME DOWN BEFORE I PUT YOU
DOWN.

YEAH, | REMEMBER A TIME WHEN THAT
WOULD'VE BEEN INTIMIDATING...

NOW, DAMN YOU. OR I'LL KNEE YOU IN
THE BALLS SO HARD YOU'LL 8E THE
NEXT ONE GROWING TITS.

THAT'S, UM, NOT HOW--
PUT. ME. DOWN/

OKAY! JEEZ, STOP WRIGELING.






S |
SCOTT OID, YEAH. HE ALSO SAID YOU WERE A

REAL PIECE OF SHIT TO HIM AND JESSICA
AKIN. | ‘

I DION'T DO ANYTHING TO THEM. IT WAS CRAIG
AND RON. ANYWAY, C'MON, NICK. WE 8OTH
KNOW YOU DON'T HAVE A LEG TO STAND ON
THERE. YOU REMEMBER WHAT THE GLYS WERE
LIKE. HELL, YOU WERE THE WORST OF THEM.
DON'T YOU REMEMBER WHEN YOU AND SOME
LINEMEN LOCKED ME IN THE EQUIPMENT
CLOSET? | ‘

THAT WAS A JOKE AND YOU KNOW IT/ WE WERE
ALL DRUNK. IT WAS A STUPID PRANK.

k )

YEAH, IT WAS A PRANK UINTIL YOU ALL LEFT. T
WAS IN THERE LINTIL THE NEXT MORNING.

I... I WAS PROTECTING YOU, MAN. THE OTHER
GUYS WANTED TO BEAT YOUR ASS WHEN THEY
FOLIND THAT GAY DATING PROFILE OF YOURS.
I TALKED THEM DOWN. AND IT WASN'T EASY!
HELL, EVEN YOUR OWN DAD DOESN'T WANT
YOU TO 8E QUEER. .

WOW. YOU KNOW, MOST OF THE TIME | FEEL
PRETTY BAD FOR YOU. RIGHT NOW, THOUGH, T
KIND OF HOPE YOU'RE STUCK IN HEELS FOR
THE REST OF YOUR LIFE. C'MON, LET’S GET TO
LI;E TABLE BEFORE THEY COME LOOKING FOR







UM, DAD--I MEAN--DADDY? ISN'T
THAT THE EXPENSIVE 20URBON WE

- WERE SUPPOSED TO SHARE AFTER MY
'y FIRST NFL GAME?

I GUESS SO, YEAH.

WELL, WHY ARE YOU--

FUCK., DON'T GET ALL EMOTIONAL,
OKAY? IT WAS THE ONLY 80OURBON IN
THE HOUSE. YOUR MOTHER MADE ME
FLUSH IT ALL, REMEMBER? JEEZ, THE
SHIT I DID TO KEEP THAT DAMN
WOMAN HAPPY! AND STILL, SHE HAS
THE BALLS TO KICK ME OUT OF MY
OWN HOUSE? LINBELIEVABLE.

5 A

>,




ILLEGAL TO PISS HER OFF: RIGHT?

NOW, NOW, ZACH. T KNOW YOU LIKE TO TEASE, 8UT
WE'RE GUESTS IN HOWARD'S HOUSE. I TAKE
HOSPITALITY VERY SERIOUSLY, AND SO SHOULD YOU.
BESIDES, NOTHING ILLEGAL HAPPENED. ALL THE
PAPERWORK FOR YOULIR GIRLFRIEND'S ‘TREATMENT’
WAS ABOVE-BOARD. WELL, ALL 8UT FOR THE SMALL
MATTER OF HER ACTUALLY CONSENTING. BUT, AFTER
SEEING THE RESULTS, I THINK WE CAN ALL AGREE
THAT I WAS RIGHT TO BYPASS THAT TECHNICALITY.




THAT BASTARD WAS BAITING MY DAD. HE
WANTED TO START A FIGHT 8Y HUMILIATING
ME EVEN MORE THAN HE ALREADY HAD. I
TELL YA, SCOTT, IT TOOK EVERYTHING IN ME
NOT TO LEAP ACROSS THE DINING ROOM
TABLE WITH MY STEAK KNIFE. 60D, THAT
WOULD'VE BEEN SATISFYING.

HOWARD, I KNOW IT'S PAINFUL TO
ADMIT WHEN YOU'RE WRONG, 8UT
I THINK IT'S IMPORTANT FOR YOUR
DAUGHTER TO HEAR THE TRUTH.
DON’'T YOU THINK SHE'S BETTER
OFF AS A 6IRL?




SHE SURE MAKES FOR A BETTER
GIRL THAN I EVER THOUGHT MY 3
SON WOULD, T'LL SAY THAT.




MISTAKE #3 HAPPENED BECAUSE I LOST
FOCUS. T HADN'T TOUCHED THE DOUME8 SALAD
THAT WAS SUPPOSED TO B8E MY DINNER
BECAUSE I WAS STILL STUFFED WITH STEAK.
HONESTLY, IT’S A MIRACLE T EVEN FIT INTO THAT
STUPID DRESS. ANYWAY, EVERYBODY ELSE WAS
FINISHED, AND THAT'S WHEN HUTCHINSON
SPOKE UP, AND I JUST.. T DON'T KNOW WHY,

UT IT WAS JUST THE LAST FUCKING

NIKKI, COULD YOU CLEAR AND WASH THE
PLATES? YOUR FATHER, ZACH, AND I HAVE
BUSINESS TO DISCUSS. DON'T WORRY,
IT’S NOT ABOUT YOU THIS TIME. JUST OIL
FIELDS, DRILLING CONTRACTS, AND OTHER &
DULL STUFF YOU DON'T NEED TO WORRY -

ABOUT.
il
WASH THE PLATES? WHAT? DON'T 80SS

ME AROLIND YOU UGLY, PERVERTED PIECE
OF DOGSHIT STUCK ON THE BOTTOM--




-

NIKKI! HOW MANY TIMES DO YOU NEED
TO HEAR THIS? MR. HUTCHINSON'S
WORD 1S AS 600D AS MY OWN. DO AS
HE FLUCKING SAYS. NOW. I




R-RIGHT. SORRY, DADDY.

AW, DON'T 8E TOO HARSH HOWARD.
SHE'S STILL ACCLIMATING TO HER NEW
ROLE. THAT'S WHY WE NEED TO GET HER
AND ZACH ON MORE DATES! HE'S A
NATURAL LEADER, AS SHE'LL SOON
DISCOVER. 8UT, NIKKI, T WARN YOU --
ZACH WON'T 8E CHOOSING THE OUTFIT
AGAIN. YOU NEED TO DEVELOP YOUR
OWN SENSE OF STYLE. NOW, OFF YOU

GO, e



!
YOU IDIOT. YOU LET THEM WIN! THE
WHOLE POINT WAS TO STAY COOL,
CALM, AND COLLECTED -- AND YOU
FUCKED THE WHOLE THING UP. yOu
COULON'T KEEP YOUR EMOTIONS IN
CHECK FOR ONE DAMN NIGHT, COULD
YOU? FUCKING LOSER.



IS IT ANY WONDER DAD’S DRINKING AGAIN?
YOU CAN'T HANDLE THIS, AND HE KNOWS 1T/
YOU'LL CAVE, DAD WILL END LP IN PRISON,
AND HUTCHINSON WILL 6088LE UP HIS
COMPANY OR WHATEVER HE’S TRYING TO DO.
MOM WILL HAVE NO MONEY, AND YOU'LL BE
LEFT WITH A RUINED BODY AND NO WAY BACK

TO PEAK PHYSICAL CONDITION. FUCK. FUCK. ]
FLCK! : & —————
| | T—

]
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T’LL TAKE THAT AS A 816 “NO.” YOU GOING
TO STAB ME?
A

T HAVEN'T DECIDED. WHAT THE HELL DO

YOU WANT, ZACH? l I »
TO TALK, THAT'S ALL. I TOLD HOWARD AND
LEONARD I HAD TO &0 TO THE
BATHROOM. THEY'RE SO ENGROSSED IN
THEIR “BUSINESS” TALK THAT I FIGLIRE WE
HAVE AT LEAST SIX HOURS BEFORE THEY
NOTICE WE'RE GONE.

GONE? WHERE DO YOU THINK WE'?E
&OING?




WE'RE MISSING A GORGEOUS SUNSET. I THOUGHT WE
COULD GET OUT OF THE HOUSE AND 6O FOR A WALK.
JUST YOU AND ME. WE HAVEN'T REALLY HAD A CHANCE

TO TALK SINCE.. WELL, SINCE EVEQYT‘MI

I DON'T WANT TO 60 ANYWHERE WITH YOU --
ESPECIALLY NOT ALONE, AND VERY ESPECIALLY NOT
~ IN THIS DRESS.

ngt,s DON'T YOU UNDERSTAND YET? I'M NOT INTO
GIRLS.

YEAH, AND T AIN'T A 6IRL! 4B



R-RIGHT. LOOK, YOU SAID YOU HAD A 8AD
COACH WHEN THEY TAUGHT YOU HOW TO WALK
IN HEELS. WELL, TAKE A WALK WITH ME, AND
I’LL COACH YOU. I HAVE A FANTASTIC STRUT,

BELIEVE IT OR NOT.

THIS IS MY SHOCKED FACE.

S0, YOU'LL WALK WITH ME?

I'M SUPPOSED TO BE NICE TO YOU, RIGHT?

PRETEND YOU'RE MY... SIGNIFICANT OTHER OR

WHATEVER? SO, YEAH, T GUESS I WILL. BUT IF

YOU TRY TO KISS ME? 8RO, T SWEAR TO 60D
THEY WON'T FIND YOUR 80DY.

R

RIGHT BACK AT YOU. ‘ ‘

>

PFFT. DON'T LIE. IF I KISSED YOU, YOU'D
INSTANTLY CREAM YOUR JEANS. « ‘

ARE YOU, UM, BRINGING THE KITCHEN KNIFE?

ZOu THINK I'M  DOUMB? TI'VE WATCHED
UNSOLVED MYSTERIES. THIS IS HOW THEY ALL
START: ATTRACTIVE PERSON IN A DORESS

- GOES SOMEWHERE ALONE WITH A PERV AND
VANISHES. NO THANKS! NOW, C'MON, IF WE'RE
GONNA DO THIS, LET'S DO THIS.

= e




WHAT ARE WE DOING OUT HERE?

UGH. BUT WHY? SO YOUR DAD CAN
FORCE US TO 60 TO A FANCY PARTY
AND YOU CAN SHOW ME OFF LIKE
SOME 8IM80?




I HATE PARTIES. AT LEAST THE KIND MY FATHER
THROWS. ALSO, UM, IF YOU DON'T WANT TO
ATTRACT ATTENTION, YOU MIGHT WANT TO PUT
THAT BIG-ASS KNIFE AWAY.

HELL NO. AFTER THE WHOLE KIDNAPPING THING,
I DON'T WANT TO 60 ANYWHERE WITHOUT A
WEAPON. ESPECIALLY NOT WITH THE ASSHOLE
RESPONSIBLE FOR THE WHOLE THING!

-

NICK, T CAN'T IMAGINE WHAT YOU WENT THOUIGH.
I'M SORRY. BUT IT'S NOT LIKE MY FATHER ASKED

MY PERMISSION. - — 5

S0, WHAT HAPPENED? YOU BITCHED ABOUT ME
RIBBING YOU IN THE LOCKER ROOM AND HE
DECIDED THAT WAS 00D ENOUGH REASON TO
HAVE ME TURNED INTO...THIS/?




MY FATHER DION'T GIVE TWO SHITS
ABOUT YOU MAKING FUN OF ME. HE
SAID I DESERVED WHAT I 60T HE
SAID I DION'T BELON& ON THE
TEAM —- THAT I WAS A DISGRACE
AND THE ONLY REASON I WAS EVEN
WARMING THE BENCH WAS BECAUSE
OF HIS FINANCIAL CONTRIBUTIONS
TO ST. CHRISTOPHER'S.

OH. W-WELL, THAT'S NOT TRLE,
MAN. I MEAN, YOU NEEDED TO
WORK ON YOUR FUNDAMENTALS,
8UT I'VE SEEN WORSE PLAYERS
GET--

-







I ONLY JOINED THE TEAM BECAUSE I
HAD THE BIGGEST, DUMBEST CRUSH ON
THE @8, NICK PALMER.

I MEAN, IF YOU'RE INTO DUDES, IT'S
ONLY NATURAL TO 8E ATTRACTED TO THE
BEST-LOOKING ONE.

YEAH, UM, IT WASN'T YOUR LOOKS. NOT
ENTIRELY, 8UT, UH, WE'LL TALK ABOUT
T SOME OTHER TIME.

WHATEVER, I GUESS I.. I KIND OF
ALWAYS KNEW YOU WERE INTO ME. YOU
WERE ALWAYS FOLLOWING ME AROLIND,
Wéh(l)'l;‘IANG TO SPOT ME IN THE WEIGHT
R

 ——. S {
AH, IT WAS PRETTY PATHETIC. WHEN T ’
BROKE DOWN AND TOLD MY FATHER, HE... y
HE WENT FLUCKING CRAZY.




HE PRETENDS HE'S THIS FREE
MARKET LIBERTARIAN, 8UT WHEN
IT COMES TO ME, THERE'S NO

FREEDOM TO BE ANYTHING 8UT
STRAIGHT. HE STARTED BABBLING
ABOUT YOUR “FEMININE AURA,”
AND SAID YOU'D BEWITCHED ME.

HOW’'D HE DRAG MY DAD INTO IT?

MY FATHER'S A LAND DEVELOPER,
O THEY WERE ALREADY IN
BUSINESS TOGETHER.

. . - -

-

-



MY FATHER JUST MADE SURE THE
DEAL WENT SOUTH, BROUGHT YOUR
DAD'S COMPANY TO THE B8RINK OF
BANKRUPTCY -- THEN TOSSED HIM A
LIFELINE WITH SOME VERY ILLEGAL
STRINGS ATTACHED. AFTER A FEW
MONTHS, HE THREATENED TO LEAK
THE DETAILS TO THE COPS UNLESS
YOU WERE... YOU KNOW... TAKEN.

SON OF A 8ITCH/
MY DAD OR YOLIRS?

WHAT/? yOuRs!

YOU KNOW, YOU CAN USE YOUR
REAL VOICE AROLIND ME. -

IT'S TOO ANNOYING TO SWITCH
AND I'M WORKING ON MY VOICE -
STAMINA. DAMN! THESE HEELS
ARE KILLING ME.

 TAKE'EMOFF




I TOLO YOU I'D TEACH YOU TO STRUT I
WASN'T KIDDING. I'LL TRADE YOU FOR MY
SNEAKERS. AND, UM, I'M SERIOUS -- PUT
DOWN THE KNIFE BEFORE SOMEONE CALLS

THE POLICE. S
R =

FINE! BUT IF YOU TOUCH ME, YOU'LL BE SO . &%
STARBED. S g




YEAH, SURE. W-WAIT, DO THE
HEELS DO THAT TO MYy 8UTT?

YOUR SHOULDERS BACK.
- - S

g




HOLY CRAP! YOU REALLY CAN WALK
IN THOSE THINGS




© OKAY, 50, IT'S KIND OF LIKE OLIR QUARTERBACK
FOOTWORK? - -




JEEZ, MAN. IF ONE OF US SHOULD'VE
BEEN TURNED INTO A CHICK, IT'S YOU.
YOU'RE A NATURAL! TOO 8AD YOU'VE 6OT
ALL THOSE MUSCLES NOW. REMEMBER
WHEN YOU JOINED THE TEAM? YOU
PROBABLY WEIGHED ABOUT 130 POLINDS
SOAKING WET BACK THEN! WHAT ARE YOU
NOW, 200?



HEY, WHAT'S THE MATTER?
AW, C'MON, I WAS ONLY
TEASING. DON'T BE SO
SENSITIVE.

- S

I WEIGH 205. MY 80DY
FAT PERCENTAGE IS 6.5%.

WOW. THAT'S, UM... THAT'S
IMPRESSIVE. NICE WORK,
. ZACH.




UH, NO, 8RO. I'M &O0D. ‘

& ot
4 2 ! JUST A PEEK. L &
g - H-HEY, PUT THE SHIRT BACK

.- ‘ .~ ON!T'LL GET THE KNIFE! I...




I... DAMN/



“="ER, I MEAN -- COVER YOURSELF UP
DAMMIT. I'M NOT INTO MEN. | SWEAR, YOU

' QuEERS —-

-  M—

| RELAX. T'M NOT TRYING TO SEOLICE YOU,

“IT'S JUST.. WHAT YOU SAID A SECOND

' AGO SET ME OFF THIS ISN'T HOW I'M

" SUPPOSED TO LOOK. T HATE WHAT I'VE
BECOME.

WHAT ARE YOU TALKING ABOUT?

EVERY TIME I LOOK IN THE MIRROR, T FEEL
LIKE A MONSTER. I MISS SKINNY ZACH. T
NEVER WANTED THIS, NICK.

SO QUIT THE TEAM! STOP WORKING OUT.

MY FATHER HAS MADE [T ABLINOANTLY
CLEAR THAT'S NOT AN OPTION. AND I
BARELY WORK OUT. IT'S THE SHOTS.

SHOTS?

YEAH, THE SAME SPECIALTY ONES THEY'RE
GIVING YOU, ONLY FOR GUYS. MY FATHER
MADE ME 60 ON THEM AS SOON YOUu
WERE TAKEN. I STARTED PUTTING ON
MUSCLE AND... HERE WE ARE.




DUDE, JUST REFUSE. YOU OUTWEIGH
YOUR PSYCHOTIC DAD 8Y, LIKE, A
HUNDRED POLINDS OF PURE MUSCLE.
KICK HIS ASS AND GET US 8O0TH OUT OF
THIS INSANE SITUATION.







OH, MY 60D, ZACH... HE HITS YOU?

YOU’'RE NOT A PUSSY. AND...AND YOU'RE NOT PATHETIC,
EITHER.




NO. YOUR FATHER |S PATHETIC. AND HE'S A PIECE OF
SHIT BLILLY. MOTHERFUCKER/!

HE CAN’T DO THAT TO YOU! HE CAN'T DO THIS TO
EITHER OF US! 8RO, LISTEN, WE'RE GONNA -~




THAT VOICE.. NO. NO! OH, FLCK/ IT'S
CRAIG...AND FAT FUCK RON IS WITH HIM, WHAT
THE HELL ARE THEY DOING HERE? WE'RE
MILES FROM TOWN. IF THEY SEE ME, I..I..
FUCK!




YO, ZACH. HEY, WHO'S THE EIRL? AND WHAT WAS
WITH THE -- WAIT. 8RO, ARE YOU WEARING, LIKE,
STILETTOﬁ?

GREAT OBSEQVATION MAN. YEP, T SURE AM. - -

S

FLICI(ING WHY?

MADE A BET MY CGIRLFRIEND HERE SAID T
COL!LDN'T WALK A MILE IN HER SHOES WITHOUT
FALLING OVER. SHE LOST 8l6 TIME. HOW DOES MY
ASS LOOK? -

e

SN LD et









e 8 il A

50, WHERE'S NICK, DUDEP? DID HE
BOUNCE 8ACK FROM THAT SO-CALLED
“HORMONE IMBALANCE” OF HIS?

- s

YOU MEAN DRUBS, RIGHT? THAT'S %
WHERE MY MONEY’S AT,

SEEMS LIKE WE'RE ALL ON THE SAME
PAGE, RON. I MEAN, THE GUY WAS THE
STAR Q8 FOR ONE OF THE FINEST
COLLEGE TEAMS IN TEXAS--

--MORE LIKE THE FINEST IN THE ENTIRE
NATION/

THEN, JUST LIKE THAT, HE VANISHES
FROM THE SPOTLIGHT? NO TEXTS, NO
INSTA POSTS, NADA. SMELLS LIKE
DRUGS TO ME. OR MAYBE HE'S IN
WITNESS PROTECTION OR SOMETHING.
50, WHAT'S THE DEAL? IS OUR GOLOEN
BOY REALLY 8ACK?



HANG ON, IS THAT A BLACK EYE, Q87
DID NICK FREAKIN’ CLOCK YOU OR
SOMETHING, MAN? ~

WHAT? NO, NO. I WAS PRACTICING,
AND T, UH, SLIPPED AND SMACKED MY
FACE ON THE PUSH SLED.

GEEZ, BE CAREFUL. WE CAN'T AFFORD
YOU GETTING A CONCUSSION.

APPRECIATE IT. ANYWAY, MY GIRL LIVES
NEARBY. WE WERE GRABBING A 8ITE AT
APPLEBEE'S, AND I'M, LIKE, Q0%
SURE T SPOTTED NICK IN THE PARKING
LOT. T DASHED OUT TO TALK TO HIM,
BUT HE JUST SPED OFF.







YEAH, T 6OTTA SIDE WITH CRAIG HERE.

ZACH, YOU'RE A NICE éUY, BUT NICK? NOT

SO MUCH. HE'D MAKE FUN OF ME FOR BEING I
gle, EVEN THOUEH MY BIG-NESS WAS
PROTECTING HIM FROM GETTING SACKED!
AND HE SPENT A YEAR TRYING TO MAKE US
THINK YOU WERE SAY. HE JUST LIKED
CAUSING DRAMA INSTEAD OF HELPING THE
TEAM. LOOKING 8ACK, I GUESS HE WAS
ALWAYS SCARED OF YOU, EVEN WHEN YOU
WERE JUST A BENCHWARMER.




EXACTLY. AND LOOK WHERE WE ARE
NOW. YOU'RE OLIR @8, AND WE'VE NEVER
BEEN BETTER. WE'RE A COHESIVE TEAM,
AND WE'VE 60T EACH OTHER'S 8ACKS.
THAT NEVER HAPPENED WHEN PALMER
WAS AROLIND.

L

BUT 6UYS, DION'T HE 8RING US TO THE
CHAMPIONSHIPS? I MEAN, HE WAS A
FANTASTIC PLAYER. -

YEAH, HE WAS 6000, 8UT HE WAS
SELFISH, MAN. IT WAS ALWAYS Ag0UT
HIM, HIS STATS, AND HIS GLORY. HE DION'T
CARE ABOUT THE REST OF US. AND THAT
KIND OF ATTITUDOE DOESN'T HELP A TEAM
IN THE LONG RUN. — .




W o

OH, T ALMOST FOREGOT! NICK USED TO
MAKE FUN OF YOUR 8l& EARS, TOO,
CRAIG. REMEMBER? HE'D SCREAM SHIT
LIKE, “DUMBO, YOU CAN'T FLY 8UT CAN
YOU AT LEAST CATCH THE FUCKING
BALLP"

THANKS FOR THE REMINDER, RON.

OH! AND REMEMBER IN THE PLAYOFF
GAME WHEN YOU FUMBLED THE 8ALL AT
THE GOAL LINE, AND HE 60T RIGHT UP IN
YOUR FACE, SCREAMING AB0UT HOW
YOU COST US THE GAME? HE WAS ALL
LIKE, "HEY CRAIG, MAYBE IF YOU PUT
THOSE SATELLITE DISHES YOU CALL
EARS TO BETTER USE, YOU COULD'VE b
HEARD ME YELLING THE PLAY!"

THANKS, RON/






DON'T GET ALL SAPPY ON ME, Q8.
ANYWAY, WE'RE PROBABLY BORING YOUR
GIRLFRIEND TO TEARS. WE'LL HEAD OUT.
LET US KNOW IF YOU SEE HIM AGAIN. OH,
AND FOR THE LOVE OF 600, STOP
SHOWING OFF FOR YOUR &IRL AND PUT
YOUR SHIRT BACK ON.

#

DON'T 8E JEALOUS!

- OF COURSE I'M JEALOUS. YOU PACK ON
MUSCLE LIKE IT'S NOTHING AND NOW

~ SOMEHOW SNAGGED A BEAUTIFLL
~ GIRLFRIEND? SOME 8ASTARDS HAVE ALL
~ THE LUCK. ANYWAY, SEE YOU AT THE ASS

CRACK OF DAWN FOR PRATICE. : s




YEAH, SEE YOU LATER. GET IN YOUR
CAR. THAT'S RIGHT. OKAY, YEP, NOW
DRIVE AWAY. T'LL KEEP WAVING AND
FLEXING UNTIL YOU DO. AND 8UH-8YE
YOU HOMOPHOSBIC JERKS.



NO, I..I DO BELIEVE YOU.

i



I HAVE TO, ZACH. BECAUSE IF YOLI'RE SCREWING
WITH ME TOO... LIKE, BRINGING THE TEAM OUT TO
CATCH ME IN A DRESS AND..AND WITH TITS, WHAT
CHANCE DO I HAVE? I MIGHT AS WELL GIVE UP. T MIGHT
AS WELL--

OKAY. 800D. ALSO, IT'D 8E DUMB TO PUT ON THOSE
HEELS AND PRANCE AROUND [F YOU KNEW
TWEEDLEDEE AND TWEEDLEODUMB-ASS WERE COMING.

HEY, IF YOUR DAD CLONED YOUR PHONE, DOES THAT
MEAN HE'S ALSO GETTING THE PICS HE MAKES ME
SEND YOU?

SON OF A 8ITCH. T KNEW HE PROBABLY WOLILD. 8UT IT
MAKES ME SICK TO MY STOMACH TO HEAR YOU SAY IT
OUT LOUD. T HATE HIM.

GREAT. NOW WE HAVE SOMETHING IN COMMON. WE
SHOULD START A CLUB.




I HONESTLY BELIEVED YOU WERE JUST
JEALOUS OF WHAT I WAS, BEFORE THEY
MADE ME INTO...THIS. 8UT EVERYTHING YOU
SAID IS TRUE. LIKE, RON AND CRAIG EVEN
RESPECTED YOU IN THOSE DUMB SHOES.
HOW/? BEFORE THIS, T THOUGHT I WAS A
LEADER! I THOUGHT I HAD FRIENDS! I
THOUGHT I HAD A FUTUIRE! T THOUGHT I HAD
A FATHER WHO...
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WANT TO KNOW WHAT’'S PATHETIC?
ALL THOSE IMAGINARY THINGS ARE
WHAT KEPT ME GOING ON THE
FUCKING ISLAND. THEY DID TERRIBLE
| THINGS TO ME THERE. I DON'T TALK
ABOUT IT BECAUSE... ANYWAY, THEY
TRIED TO BRAINWASH ME. AND IT
ALMOST WORKED. A 8UNCH OF &
TIMES, T WAS SO CLOSE TO GIVING
up 8UT THEN I'D REMEMBER ALL THE
PEOPLE I HAD BACK HOME, WAITING
FOR ME. POOTING FOR ME, EVEN IF
THEY DION'T KNOW WHERE I WAS.
8UT I WAS WRON&. THE STANDS )
WERE EMPTY. NO ONE MISSED ME. T m

WAS HOLDING ON FOR NOTHING.
— N j

I STILL AM. j TP o




EY, DON'T TALK LIKE T. YOU'RE
ICK PALMER! YOU'RE —-

AM I? WHO AM I KIDDING, MAN?
LOOK AT ME. MY 80DY IS RPUINED.
EVEN IF YOUR FATHER MAGICALLY
DECIDES TO LEAVE ME ALONE, HOW
LONG WILL IT TAKE TO GET STRONG
AGAIN? THREE YEARS? AT LEAST?

Y THEN, I'M 23 OR 24 AND... WHAT?
TRYING TO BE A Q8 AS A FRESHMAN
SOMEWHERE? WHAT’D BE THE POINT?
MY DOREAMS OF GOING PRO ARE

=

CAN'T YOU SEE THERE'S MORE TO
- LIFEP AND MOPRE TO YOUP




FOOTBALL WAS MY LIFE, ZACH. IT
WAS EVERYTHING. LISTEN, LET'S
SWAP SHOES AND GET 8ACK TO
THE HOUSE. T WANT TO 8E ALONE
UINTIL, LIKE, THE SUN EXPLODES.

YOUR APARTMENT? I DON'T KNOW,
MAN.




PIZZAP REALLY? 60D, I'M STARVING FOR
SHITTY CARBS. I'M ON THIS MEAT DIET AND IT'S
ABSOLUTELY DESTROYINE MY INTESTINES.

OKAY, WOW. THANK YOU FOR  THAT
INFORMATION. 8UT, HELL, YES PIZZA! AND
MAYBE WE CAN TALK ABOUT SOME OTHER
DREAMS, ONES THAT DON'T REVOLVE AROLIND
FOOTBALL. YOU'RE SO MUCH MORE THAN THAT,
NICK. SO, LET'S JUST HAVE A CHILL NIGHT, EAT
SOME PIZZA, AND FORGET ABOUT EVERYTHING
ELSE, EVEN IF IT'S JUST FOR A LITTLE WHILE.
WHAT DO YOU SAY? pa——







S0... I'M GOING TO PAUSE

AND NOT JUMP TO THE

CONCLUSION THAT YOU'RE

gléOPOE»ITIONING ME FOR
X.

I.. YES. 8UT I TAKE THE
DAMN THING OFF MYSELF/!




MAI;ES SENSE YOU'D GET SAUSAGE! |
HA/




8RO, HOW'S THAT HOMOPHOSBIC? YOU CAN
MAKE FUN OF ME FOR LIKING 8OO8S IF YOU
WANT.

COOL. HEY, YOU OON'T HAVE ANYTHING
SMALLER? YOU USED TO WEIGH, LIKE, A BUCK
TWENTY ON A 6000 DAY.

SON OF A 8ITCH.



BONTIOD SOUARE ENIX @.
WHY DO YOU NEED TO WEAR A FOOTBALL ——
JERSEY ANYWAY? I HAVE SOME WORKOUT
SHIRTS YOU COULD WEAR. THEY'RE MORE
COMFORTABLE.
UM, HELLO? WE'RE PLAYING MADDEN, ‘ =
REMEMBER?

IT'S A VIDEO GAME, NICK. THE WHOLE |
POINT IS THAT WE GET TO PLAY FOOTBALL
IN OUR PAJAMAS.




SEE, THIS 1S WHY YOU ALWAYS
LOSE. YOU DON'T RESPECT THE
GAME. NOW, T'M GONNA PUT ON
YOUR JERSEY 8UT IF YOU LAUGH,
T'LL... UM...

PISSED!

I'M COMING ouTt/




WHAT’S WITH THE FISH?

THAT'S A REALLY DUME -- WAIT,
YOU'RE TRYING NOT TO LAUGH,
AREN'T YOU?



I CAN SEE THE SMIRK/

THERE'S NO SMIRK. T DON'T EVEN
KNOW HOW TO SMIRK. SEE?
STRAIGHT FACE.

HA! THIS TIME ILL LET THE JOKE
SLIDE.

YOU LITERALLY SAID “HA.” THAT'S
NOT -- AGAIN, NEVERMIND.




IT'S OKAY, T KNOW I LOOK RIDICULOUS...
8UT IT FEELS 6000 TO B8E IN A JERSEY
AGAIN. I KNOW YOU SAID THERE'S MORE TO
ME THAN FOOTBALL, BUT IT'S BEEN SUCH A
HUGE PART OF MY LIFE. AND NOW, I DON'T
KNOW WHO I AM WITHOUT IT.

»
HEY, YOU DON'T HAVE TO FIGURE OUT
EVERYTHING TONIGHT. IN FACT, LET'S MAKE
A VOW TO NOT FIGURE ANYTHING OUT.
LET'S JUST HAVE FUN  WITHOUT ANY
PRESSURE OR EXPECTATIONS. DEAL?

YOU MEAN LIKE THE EXPECTATION YOUR
FATHER HAS THAT WE'RE GONNA B8E
BLOWING EACH OTHER 8Y THE END OF THE
NIGHT?

I THINK IT'S MORE LIKE HE EXPECTS YOU
TO 8E THE ONE BLOWING ME. BUT THAT'S
NOT GONNA HAPPEN. WE'RE JUST GONNA
EAT PIZZA, PLAY GAMES, AND BE FRIENDS.

FRIENDS, HUHP? I GUESS THAT'S A NEW
CONCEPT FOR ME WITH WHAT CRAIG AND
RON HAD TO SAY.

YOU KNOW WHAT? I HAVE REASON TO
BELIEVE IT'S NOT A NEW CONCEPT FOR
YOU, NICK.

-



i
T JUST THINK YOU 60T SO WRAPPED LIP
IN FOOTBALL AND YOUR OWN EEO THAT
YOU FOREOT WHAT REAL FRIENOSHIP IS
LIKE. 8UT NOW, YOU HAVE A CHANCE TO
START OVER AND MAKE EGENUINE
CONNECTIONS WITH PEOPLE. A

60D, YOU SOUND LIKE SCOTT. T THINK
HE SECRETLY LOVES HIS gl6 TITS. T
MEAN, | GUESS THEY HELPED HIM LAND
JESSICA AKIN. e

o\

MAYBE... MAYBE WE SHOULD ALL HANG

~ OUT SOME TIME. ALTHOUGH, T KNOW
- JESS HATES ME THESE DAYS. AND FOR
600D REASON, HONESTLY.




HEY -- NO OFFENSE -- 8UT DID YOU TAKE OFF
YOUR 8RA?

HELL YES, I DID. IT'S LUNCOMFORTABLE AS
FUCK. AND YOU DON'T CARE ABOUT, UM, FLABBY
MAN 8008S, RIGHT?

UH, NO. 8UT ARE YOU SURE YOU DON'T WANT
THAT KEY YET?

DUDE, I'M NOT READY FOR THAT YET. HONESTLY,
1..I'M SCARED. ON THE ISLAND, I SAW OTHERS
WHO WERE CHANGED LIKE ME AND THE LONGER
THEY WERE ON HORMONES THE SMALLER THEIR
MALE PARTS 6OT. ONE OF THEM, JILL, WAS
BARELY STILL A MAN!/ WHAT IF THAT HAPPENS
TO MEP WHAT IF IT HAS ALREADY STARTED
HAPPENING WITHOUT ME KNOWING? T'LL DO IT
BEFORE THE END OF THE NIGHT 8UT I JUST
NEED A COUPLE OF BEERS IN ME FIRST.



OKAY, LIKE I SAID, THERE'S NO
PRESSURE. BUT JUST SO YOU KNOW,
I DON'T THINK HORMONES CAN |
ACTUALLY SHRINK YOUR PENIS. I'M

NO EXPERT, THOUEH.

BUT THESE ARE LIKE SCI-FI
SUPER-HORPMONES, 8RO. AND —-
WAIT/ YOU'RE ON THE MALE VERSION,
RIGHT? SO HAVE YOU NOTICED ANY
CHANGES OOWN THERE? DIO YOU
GET, UH, BIGGER?




OH, OKAY. T JUST THOUGHT, YOU KNOW,
COMPARE--

WE couLo

NOTES!

I MIGHT BE DENSE, BUT I KNOW WHEN SOMEONE’S TRYING TO
CHANGE THE SUBJECT. 8UT...I ALSO HATE COLD PIZZA. LET'S
EAT AND PLAY. HOLD ON, I NEED TO SWITCH BACK TO MY
REGULAR VOICE. I AIN'T PLAYING MADDEN WHILE SOUNDING
LIKE A DRAG QUEEN.

THAT ACTUALLY DOESN'T -- HOLD ON *COLIGH* UGH, THAT
KEEPS GETTING HARDER. ANYWAY, THAT DOESN'T MAKE ME




UeH, THAT WAS DELICIOUS. 8UT I CAN ONLY EAT
~ THREE SLICES BEFORE FEELING BLOATED. I MISS

BEING ABLE TO DOWN A WHOLE PIZZA 8Y
MYSELF!

WELCOME TO THE WORLD OF PORTION CONTROL,
NICK. IT’S NOT SO 8AD ONCE YOU GET USED TO
IT. PLUS, IT MEANS WE GET TO HAVE LEFTOVERS
FOR TOMORROW. AND THE NEXT DAY.




YOU'RE RUNNING TOO MUCH WITH YOUR
QUARTERBACK. LOOK FOR THE OPEN RECEIVER!
YOU 6OTTA READ THE PLAY BETTER. LIKE, I'M
NOT EVEN CONTROLLING MY D AND YOU'RE
SELI;AXIgT SEEING THE BLITZ COMING! COME

AL R

I KNOW YOURE NOT CONTROLLING YOUR D
BECAUSE IT'S LOCKED UP IN THAT LITTLE CAGE,

YOU @ITCH, YOU 6OT ME THERE! 8uUT
SERIOUSLY, YOU GOTTA STEP UP YOUR GAME.
THIS 1S ALMOST EMBARRASSING.




Ve obs
. el
T

THE PROBLEM IS YOU'RE STILL THINKING LIKE A RECEIVER, NOT
A @8 -- NO OFFENSE BUT THAT'S WHERE YOU SHOULD'VE
STAYED. YOU WERE ALWAYS A 600D CATCHER

N d

NOTHING. HEY, MAYBE YOU COULD 8E A COACH ONE DAY/




T 1 —
YEAH, MAYBE. 8UT FOR NOW,
LET'S JUST FOCUS ON BEATING
YOUR SORRY ASS.

JEEZ! HOW ARE YOU EVEN
DOING THIS? EVERY PLAY IS
PERFECT. FUCK/ d“

TOLD YA, MAN. FOOTBALL IS IN
MY 8LOOD. OR MAYEE IT'S NOT
ONLY FOOTBALL. I LIKE
STRATEGY, COMPETITION, AND
JUST BEING ABLE TO THINK ON
MY FEET. ANNNND... THAT'S
ANOTHER TOLUCHOOWN FOR THE
SAN FRANCISCO QUEERS! SAY,
DOES THAT MAKE ME AN ALLY?

o

YOU KNOW WHAT? T°LL TAKE IT.






ONE MORE BOTTLE OF COURAGE, AND I'M GOING IN.
YOU MEAN--?

GIVE ME THE DAMN KEY. I NEED TO KNOW IF THERE'S ANY HOPE
__ I CAN STILL BE “NICK” AFTER WE FIGURE OUT HOW TO GET YOUR

FATHER TO FUICK OFF FOREVER. »

YOU SURE? THIS WAS AN OFFER, B8UT YOU DON'T HAVE TO DO
THIS RIGHT NOW. WE CAN JUST KEEP PLAYING GAMES AND

HAVING FUN. YOU CAN COME OVER AGAIN-- .

NO! IT'S TIME. T NEED TO KNOW IF I'M STILL THE 6UY I USED TO
8E OR IF I'M...SOMETHING ELSE.

¥

YOUR...GENITALS OON'T DEFINE WHO YOU ARE, 8RO.

YOU HAVEN'T BEEN THROUGH WHAT I'VE 8EEN THROUGH! THE
ISLAND... AT FIRST, T REALLY THOUEGHT THEY WERE GONNA KILL
ME. THEN, WHEN I FIGURED OUT WHAT THEY WERE DOING... SOME
DARK, EVIL PART OF ME ALMOST WISHED THEY HAD.

NO BULLSHIT, I ALMOST ESCAPED. I WAS ON THE BEACH WITH A
GUN AND EVERYTHING AND THIS BASTARD -- DAVIS, HE WAS MY
HANDLER -- DARED ME TO SHOOT HIM EVEN THOUEGH THEY'D
KILL ME. I... I COULON'T DO IT. AND I HATED MYSELF FOR THAT,
J_’leﬁTED THAT I'D RATHER SURVIVE AS A GIRL THAN DIE AS A

I.. I DON'T THINK I'VE EVER REALLY LEFT THAT BEACH. PART OF
ME IS STILL THERE, GUN IN HAND, TRYING TO FIND THE COURAGE
TO...TO...00 WHAT MY DAD WOULD HAVE DONE...BECAUSE HE
WOULD'VE WANTED...

JUST GIVE ME THE FUCKING KEY, ZACH. T NEED TO SEE WHAT'S
LEFT OF ME.




OKAY. T CAN DO THIS. JUST TAKE A DEEP
BREATH AND FACE THE MUSIC. NOT KNOWING
IS WORSE THAN KNOWING. AND HORMONES
CAN'T DO THAT MUCH DAMAGE. CAN THEY?
THEY'RE JUST DUME CHEMICALS.




AND I NEVER LAID EYES ON JILL
BEFORE THE CHANGES. SO MAYBE
SHE BEGAN WITH A.. UH, A MICRO
DICK. YEAH, THAT FIGURES. IT COULD
BE THAT'S WHY THEY CHOSE HER.
HIM? FUCK, HOW DO YOU EVEN TALK
ABOUT THIS STUFF?







MOMENT OF TRUTH, NICK. OPEN
YOUR EYES AND SEE WHAT'S
LEFT.


















MAYBE I CAN TRY EXERCISES TO..TO
MAKE IT BIGGER AGAIN? T MEAN, USE IT
OR LOSE IT WORKS WITH MUSCLES, SO
WHY NOT DICKS? OR THERE MUST 8E
SURGERIES! YEAH, WHAT DO THE GIRLS
WHO WANNA 8E GUYS DO? CAN THEY
GROW YOU A NEW COCK LIKE THEY CAN
GROW EARS ON MICE? &ROSS! 8ut
THERE HAS TO BE SOMETHING.




THIS 1S EVEN WORSE THAN THE 8ITCH
TITS. WHAT IF THE 6UYS ON THE TEAM
FIND OUT? THEY KNOW HOW HUNG I
USED TO B8E. THEY'LL NEVER LET ME LIVE
IT DOWN. T'LL 8E A LAUGHINGSTOCK, A
FREAK. THIS CAN’T 8E MY LIFE NOW.

WHAT IF T CAN NEVER HAVE SEX AGAIN?
WHAT IF T NEVER WANT SEX AGAIN?




OH, SHIT, I... T FEEL SO FUCKING
DIZZy ALL OF A SUDDEN.. MY
HEART FEELS LIKE IT'S POUNDING
OUT OF MY CHEST.



NICK? I DON'T WANT TO PRY, MAN, 8UT ARE
YOU OKAY IN THERE?

I... I DON'T KNOW. I THINK I'M HAVING A
HEART ATTACK.

SHIT. CAN T COME IN?

I'M NAKED!

OKAY, 8UT YOU USED TO PRANCE AROLIND
NAKED ALL THE TIME IN THE LOCKER ROOM.

IT'S OIFFERENT NOW. I'M DIFFERENT
YOU'RE DIFFERENT. EVERYTHING IS
DIFFERENT AND.. AND.. FUCK, I CANT
REATHE.

Nick!

SHTER006 SUNDANCE FILM FESTIVAL)

OKAY, OKAY. COME IN. SHIT, I'M SCARED,
MAN.

Comedy from e Creators of ‘Calendar Girly'




NICK! WHAT'S WRONG?
FUCKING EVERYTHING!
YEAH, FAIR POINT, 8UT | MEANT SPECIFICALLY RIGHT NOW.

I-I DON'T KNOW. MY..MY HEART IS RACING AND.. I CAN'T
GET ENOUGH OXYGEN. I THINK I'M DYING.

OKAY, OKAY. DEEP BREATHS, NICK. COUNT TO TEN. I THINK
YOU'RE HAVING A PANIC ATTACK. HERE, SIT ON THE CHAIR.
I'LL GET YOU MY ROBE AND SOME WATER.



YOU'RE OKAY. JUST FOCUS ON BREATHING.
IN THROUEGH YOUR NOSE, OUT THROUGH
YOUR MOUTH. THAT'S IT. /

FUCK, THAT WAS SCARY. I HAVEN'T HAD
PANIC ATTACK SINCE T WAS A WIMPY LITTI
KID.

YOU HAD PANIC ATTACKS AS A KID?

YEAH, WHEN MY PARENTS GOT INTO FIGHTS
AND MY DAD WOULO YELL AT MY MOM.
SHE'D CRY AND I COULON'T HELP.. U
EITHER OF THEM. AND SOMETIMES HE'D
GET SO PISSED OFF AT HER THAT HE'D GET
DRUNK ON JACK DANIELS AND TAKE OFF IN
HIS TRUCK. EVERY TIME I'D THINK HE WAS
NEVER COMING 8ACK. 8UT..

BUT I GREW OUT OF THEM ONCE |
TOUGHENED UP. DOES ESTROGEN CAUSE
PANIC ATTACKS? 1S THAT WHY THEY'RE
BACK? BECAUSE IT'S, LIKE, SIRLIFYING
MY 8RAIN, TOO?

I DON'T THINK IT’S THE HORMONES, NICK.
YOU WERE KIDNAPPED AND KEPT ISOLATED
ON AN ISLAND WHERE YOU WERE CHANGED
AGAINST YOUR WILL. IT'S A MIRACLE THIS
DION'T HAPPEN SOONER.




YEAH, MAYBE. 8UT, ZACH, I LOOKED..ODOWN

THERE. AND IT'S...IT'S... SHRINKING. I TRIED TO
GET IT UP, AND I COULON'T. I FEEL SO LOST

RIGHT NOW.
o L

SHIT. I'M SORRY, MAN. HEY, LET'S 60 FOR A
WALK. FRESH AlIR MIGHT CLEAR YOUR HEAD
AND HELP YOU CALM DOWN.

- — - .

. v ALRIGHT, YEAH, BUT I'LL PROBABLY PUT THE

DRESS BACK ON. I'M AFRAID SOMEBODY WILL
SEE ME IN A JUERSEY AND RECOENIZE ME.
FUCK, IT'S SO WEIRD THAT THE DRESS FEELS
LIKE A SAFER OPTION. 8UT, UH, T WOULON'T
MIND BORROWING YOUR SNEAKERS AGAIN.

AND A JACKET, TOO. IT'S A LITTLE CHILLY OUT

l M v : - » TONIGHT. - .

O-OKAY. YEAH, THAT SOUNDS NICE.




CAN'T QEAT TEXAS NIGHTS, HUH? EVEN
WHEN MY WORLD’S FALLING APART, THAT
SKY 1S 50 8l6 AND CLEAR, IT MAKES YOU
FEEL LIKE ANYTHING'S POSSIBLE. EVEN...T
DUNNO, COMING BACK FROM THIS.

HEY, UM, MAYBE THIS IS A TERRIBLE TIME
BUT CAN I TELL YOU WHY I JOINEDO THE
FOOTBALL TEAM?

YEAH, SURE. T MEAN, I COULD USE THE
DISTRACTION. YOU SAID YOU HAD A CRUSH
ON ME. UNDERSTANDABLE, TO 8E HONEST.
IF I WAS GAY, I'D HAVE A CRUSH ON ME
TOO.

RIGHT. BUT THAT’S NOT THE WHOLE STORY.
60D, THIS IS EMBARRASSING, B8UT DO YOU
REMEMBER MS. EAVES?

HELL, YEAH. SHE WAS AWESOME. BEST
2ND GRADE TEACHER EVER. OH, SHIT/
YEAH, YOU WERE IN MY CLASS! SORRY, T
TOTALLY FOREOT. ™
SEE? THIS IS WHY THIS IS SO DAMN
EMBARRASSING. I'VE NEVER FORGOTTEN.
BACK THEN, WE 80TH 60T OUIR FAIR SHARE
ING. KIDS CALLED ME “QUEER”
EVEN THOUGH I DION'T EVEN KNOW WHAT
THAT MEANT. AND YOU...

"
gwos Vo 8
AND ME? WHAT ABOUT ME? ‘.

YOU HAD LONG HAIR, REMEMBER? SOME
OF THE BOYS SAID YOU “LOOKED LIKE A
GIRL.” TRONIC, HUH?

NOT [RONIC! BULLSHIT! TARZAN AND
CONAN AND HE-MAN HAD LONG HAIR! THEY
WERE BADASS! LONG HAIR DOESN'T MAKE
YOU A elRL!




I KNOW, MAN. HELL, LON& HAIR WAS
SAMSON’S SOURCE OF MASCLILINE POWER.

HE D.C. OR MARVEL?

UM. OKAY, REMEMBER, THERE WAS THIS
PARTICULAR GROUP OF LITTLE SHITS THAT
WOULON'T LEAVE US ALONE. IT WAS
RELENTLESS, EVERY DAY. THEN, OVER THE
SUMMER, SOMETHING ABOUT YOU CHANGED.

; MY DAD CUT MY HAIR.

BUT IT WASN'T JUST THAT. WHEN WE STARTED
3RD GRADE, YOU HAD THIS NEW
CONFIDENCE. THE BULLIES DION'T 8OTHER
YOU ANYMORE, 8UT I...I WAS STILL A QUEER.
50 I BECAME THEIR MAIN TARGET. FOR ABOUT
FIVE MINUTES. 600, I REMEMBER BEING
SURROLINDED ON THE PLAYGROLIND AND
NOW I WAS TOTALLY ALONE -- AND THEN
YOU STEPPED IN.

REALLY? I DID THAT?

YEAH, YOU HAD THIS NEW SWAGGER -- AND
YOU PUNCHED THE BIGEEST 8ULLY RIGHT IN
THE NOSE. 8LOOD EVERYWHERE.

I.. T KIND OF REMEMBER THAT NOW. I WAS
50 SICK OF THEM, AND YOU... YOU WERE SO
SCARED. MY DAD HAD SPENT THE SUMMER
TEACHING ME TO 80X, SO I LET MY FISTS
FLY. 60D, THAT FELT 600D/




YOU BECAME MY HERO THAT DAY, NICK. I
KNOW_ THAT SOLNDS DRAMATIC, uT I
FIGLIRED THAT AS SOON AS YOU WEREN'T A
TARGET ANYMORE, YOU'D JUST LEAVE ME
BEHIND -- BUT YOU DIDN’T, YOU STOOD 8Y
ME, EVEN IF WE WEREN'T BEST FRIENDS OR
ANYTHING., AFTER YOU BROKE THAT KID'S
NOSE, THE BULLIES MOVED ON TO OTHER
TARGETS. BUT KNOW WHAT'S FLINNY? THAT
WAS THE DAY I FINALLY LINDERSTOOD WHAT
“QUEER” MEANT. SEEING YO PROTECT ME
LIKE THAT, T REALIZED MY FEELINGS FOR YOU
WERE, WELL, DIFFERENT. " &
OF COURSE, YOU STARTED GETTING MORE
AND MORE POPULAR. BUT YOU NEVER
TURNED ON ME. YOU JUST.. DRIFTED OFF
BUT MY COUSH NEVER FADED. AND THAT'S
WHY I JOINED THE FOOTEALL TEAM. I
THOUGHT MAYBE IF I OID, WE'D BECOME
CLOSER AGAIN, LIKE WE WERE BACK THEN.
AND MAYGE.. MAYBE YOU'D SEE ME IN A
OIFFERENT LIGHT, TOO. IT WAS NEVER AGOLIT
yOUR 80DY, NICK, IT WAS AEOUT WHO YOU
WERE, AND WHO YOU STILL ARE, INSIDE. _ “

-

OH, MY 600.

I'M SORRY. ARE YOU DISGUSTED?

FUCK, MAN. YES/ 8UT NOT 8Y YOU. 8Y ME!
YOU JOINED THE TEAM TO RECONNECT WITH
ME AND I..I TURNED INTO THE VERY THING T
HATED BACK THEN. I BECAME ONE OF THOSE
BULLIES. T MADE FUN OF YOU FOR BEING
GAY, AND I..I ALIENATED YOU. THAT MUST'VE
HURT SO FLCKING 8AD. WHAT KIND OF
FRIEND DOES THAT? WHAT KIND OF PERSON
DOES THAT?

-~




I'M SO DAMN SORRY, ZACH.

IT'S OKAY, NICK, YOU WERE TRYING TO
FIT IN, JUST LIKE THE REST OF US.

THANKS, MAN. 8UT IT'S NOT JuST
THAT. ALL OF THIS... IT'S LIKE KARMA,
YOU KNOW? MAYBE IF I'D BEEN A
BETTER FRIEND, IF I'D BEEN MORE
OPEN-MINDED, T WOULON'T 8E IN THIS

SITUATION. —

NOBODY DESERVES TO 60 THROUGH
WHAT YOU'RE GOING THROUGH. 8UT
EVEN THOUGH THIS WHOLE SITUATION
IS SHITTY, I CAN'T HELP B8UT FEEL
GRATEFUL FOR ONE THING. IT
BROUGHT US BACK TOGETHER.




MAYBE THIS TIME WE CAN B8E THE
FRIENDS WE WERE MEANT TO 8E. IF T
HAVE TO 8E HONEST, I NEVER STOPPED
CARING ABOUT YOU, NICK. EVEN WHEN
YOU LOCKED ME IN THE SUPPLY
CLOSET OR THREW YOUR DIRTY
CLOTHES AT ME. YOU WERE STILL THE
GUuY WHO STOOD UP FOR ME -- EVEN IF
YOU LOST YOUR WAY FOR A LITTLE
WHILE. HUG IT OUT? . F
& A

FUCK, DUDE! YEAH, LET'S HUG IT OUT
BEFORE I START CRYING OR SOME SHIT.
STUPID &IRLY HORMONES!

a



NAH, THIS IS TOTALLY HOMO. LIKE,
100% HOMO. .
YOU 8ITCH -- 8UT I.. I REALLY AM
GRATEFUL FOR YOU, MAN. IF I SAVED
YOU BACK THEN, YOU'RE OEFINITELY
SAVING ME NOW. FRIENDS?

FRIENDS. AND FOR THE RECORD, IT'S
NOT JUST THE HORMONES. GUYS CAN
CRY TOGETHER, TOO.







I COULD'VE SWORN SOMEBODY
WAS WATCHING US FROM ACROSS
THE STREET. LOOKED LIKE A
CHICK. WAIT, DO YOU HAVE ANY
CRAZY EX-GIRLFRIENDS I NEED TO
WORRY WILL STAB ME IN A FIT OF
PMS RAGE?

FIRST OF ALL -- UGH, NEVER MIND.
BUT SO FAR, NICK, YOU'RE THE
ONLY ONE WHO SEEMS TO GET
STABBY WHEN YOU'RE HORMONAL.
ANYWAY, TI'VE NEVER HAD A
GIRLFRIEND. OR A BOYFRIEND.
BARELY ANY ‘FRIENDS’ OF ANY
GENDER, FOR THAT MATTER.




AR r« .

7 & ¢ B8RO, WHAT ABOUT THE TEAM?
., “

V THOSE ASSCLOWNS DON’T COUNT. IF THEY

KNEW THE REAL ME, THEY'D RUN FOR THE
HILLS, AND YOU KNOW IT.

JUST BECAUSE YOU SUCK AT MADOEN
DOESN'T MEAN YOU'RE A MONSTER, DUDE.
EVERYONE'S 6OT THEIR QUIRKS. .

HAHA. I'M LOOKING FORWARD TO OUR
REMATCI -

AND I'M LOOKING FORWARD TO KICKING
YOUR ASS AGAIN..AND AGAIN..AND AGAIN.
BUT, SHIT, LET'S 60 INSIOE. 8EING SKINNY
SUCKS. I GET COLD WAY TOO EASY.



DAMN, IT'S GETTING LATE. I'D
BETTER GET BACK HOME. I'LL PUT
THE STUPID HEELS 8ACK ON AND
THE..THE..YOU KNOW.

MAYBE YOU SHOULD KEEP IT OFF
I'LL TAKE THE HEAT FROM MY
FATHER.

T APPRECIATE THAT, MAN. BUT THAT’S
PROBABLY WHAT HE WANTS
SOME EXCUSE TO MAKE THiNSS
EVEN WORSE FOR ME. IT'S FINE. T
BARELY FEEL IT THESE DAYS. NOW I
KNOW WHY, AT LEAST.

60D, I'M SORRY, NICK.

ME FUCKING TOO, MAN. OKAY, T'LL
B8E OUT IN A SEC.




HOW DO I EVEN PUT THIS DAMN THING
ON? I'VE NEVER HAD TO BEFORE! WELL,
BETTER FIGURE IT OUT BECAUSE
THELEE's NO WAY I'M ASKING ZACH TO

ALL RIGHT, LET'S SEE... OKAY, SO THIS
LOOKS LIKE A PUZZLE. A PUZZLE FOR
MY JUNK. GREAT, FANTASTIC. LET'S
CRACK THE CODE.




POOR NICK., WHEN WILL THIS NIGHTMARE END
FOR HIM? NOT LINTIL MY OWN DOES, I GUESS.
MY FATHER WON'T STOP TRYING TO MAKE HIM
INTO A GIRL UNTIL HE ACCEPTS THAT I WAS
NEVER ATTRACTED TO NICK'S ‘FEMININE AURA,”
1W3%T§Xﬁe INCEL BULLSHIT THAT'S SUPPOSED

ALTHOUEH, IT IS KIND OF NICE THAT HE'S BACK
TO BEING SKINNY -- EVEN IF THE SKINNY
COMES WITH B00O8S. I NEVER LIKED
MEATHEADS. IRONIC, CONSIDERING WHAT I
LOOK LIKE NOW. 8UT IT WAS NEVER ABOUT
NICK’S 80DY. AT LEAST, MOSTLY NOT ABOUT
HIS 8ODY. IT WAS HIS.. UM.. YEAH, "AURA,” T
GUESS. 8UT IT WASN'T FEMININE!/ IT WAS
GENTLE. NOBLE, EVEN. UGH, WHAT AM T EVEN--

i

HUH? DID NICK ORDER AN UBER?

*KNOCK-KNOCK*



JESSICA!
FUCK YOU.

OH, UM, OKAY. HELLO TO YOU, TOO.
WHERE 1S SHE, HUTCHINSON?

SORRY, AM I SUPPOSED TO KNOW
WHAT YOU'RE TALKING ABOUT?

FUck you!



AT LEAST WHEN I GET 8ACK TO DAD'S T
WON'T HAVE TO WEAR THIS GIRLY SHIT
FOR A WHILE. MAYBE NOT UNTIL THE
‘DACTE' I'M SUPPOSED TO HAVE WITH
ZACH.

WAIT, WHO’S SHOUTING? SOUNDS LIKE
A GIRL. OH, NO. IT'S THE CRAZY EX/ I
WAS RIGHT!




IS THAT JESSICA? BETTER STAY QUIET.

I KNOW YOUR FATHER S FRIENDS WITH
MRS. FERRIS. THEY'RE THICK AS
THIEVES. LITERALLY.

THEY HAVE BUSINESSES TOGETHER,
YEAH, 8UT I STILL DON'T--

AND NOW THAT YOU'VE BECOME YOUR
DADDY’S MINI-ME, IF HE KNOWS, YOU
KNOW.

KNOW WHAT/?
WHERE SANDY IS! SHE'S MISSING!

OH, 60D. SCOTT'S MISSING? T
TOLO HIM THAT FERRIS BITCH WAS
SHADY! SHE CUT HIS BALLS OFF,
FOR 6OD’'S SAKE. OKAY, NICK, TURN
ON THAT LADY-KILLER CHARM AND
FIND OUT MORE INFO.

GIRL VOICE... ACTIVATE/



JESSICA, I'M SORRY FOR
WHAT HAPPENED IN THE
PARK. OKAY? 8UT DO YOU
REALLY THINK I'D HELP
KIDNAP A GIRL? OR KEEP IT
; SECRET OQ;NHATEVEQ you
;:' “/TEINKIDlD.’“
X I DON'T KNOW WHAT
YOU'RE  CAPABLE OF
@ ANYMORE. YOU SCARED
us! 1 USED TO KNOW A
ZACH HUTCHINSON WHO
WOULD'VE RATHER DIED
THAN BECOME LIKE HIS

FATHER. 08— Al

UM, JESSICA, T KNOW
ZACH PRETTY WELL AND
HE'S STILL THE 80Y YOU
USED TO KNOW. DEEP

DOWN, AT LEAST. @










OH, I'M 5C -- SANDY'S FRIEND. NIKKI.
YOU'RE NIKKI?
Y-YES?

YOU'RE THE GIRL I'M NOT SUPPOSED TO WORRY
Agout/?

1..00N'T KNOW HOW TO ANSWER THAT QUESTION.
BUT IF SANDY IS REALLY MISSING, THAT WORRIES
THE HELL OUT OF ME, TOO. CAN WE SIT DOWN
AND HAVE COFFEE OR SOMETHING AND YOU CAN
TELL ME WHAT YOU THINK HAPPENED?

UM. OKAY, YEAH. LET'S SIT DOWN, NIKKI.




.AND S0, I'VE BEEN TEXTING HER
FOR, LIKE, A WEEK. I THOUGHT MAYBE
SHE WAS GHOSTING ME. THAT
WOULD'VE SUCKED, 8UT I'M USED TO
THAT KIND OF THING -- ESPECIALLY
BACK HERE IN TEXAS. 8UT, T DON'T
KNOW, SHE DION'T SEEM LIKE THE
TYPE TO CUT OFF COMMUNICATION
LIKE THAT WITHOUT A WORD. SO,
TODAY, I WENT OVER TO MRS.
FERRIS'S HOUSE.




SHE'S GONE, NIKKI. THEY'RE BOTH
GONE.

OKAY, UM, WELL DOESN'T MRS.
FERRIS HAVE ANOTHER PLACE UP
NEAR BOSTON?

YES! 8-8UT THEY JUST 60T BACK
HERE TO TEXAS. MRS. FERRIS WAS
TELLING EVERYONE SHE WAS
PLANNING ON STAYING HERE FOR
G000, WHY WOULD THEY JUST UP
AND LEAVE? AND WHY WOULON'T
SANDY HAVE SAID ANYTHING? I..I
HAVE A TERRIBLE FEELING SHE'S
GOINE TO DO SOMETHING TO HER.

BUT WHY WOULD SHE DO THAT? T
MEAN, YEAH, THE WHOLE SITUATION
1S PRETTY STRANGE WHAT WITH THE
WHOLE ‘REPLACE MY DEAD
DAUGHTER’ ANGLE -- AND, COME
TO THINK OF IT, I HAVEN'T GOTTEN A
REPLY BACK TO MY EMAILS IN A
WHILE. SHIT, ZACH, THIS IS MAYBE
REALLY 8AD.




THERE'S MORE. I TOLD SANDY A SECRET
ABOUT SOPHIA.

MRS. FERRIS'S DAUGHTER WHO DIED, RIGHT?

SHE DION'T DIE. SHE WAS MURDERED. AND
SANDY SEEMED OBSESSED WITH THE WHOLE
STORY, EVEN AFTER I ASKED HER TO LET IT 0.
AND THEN SHE SAID SOMETHING REALLY
BIZARRE. SEE, SOPHIA WAS TRANS, BUT WHEN
I SHOWED HER MY PICTURE OF SOPHIA
BEFORE HER TRANSITION, SHE 60T THIS WILD
LOOK IN HER EYE AND INSTANTLY THOUGHT
MRS. FERRIS HAD TURNED HER CHILD INTO A
GIRL. LIKE, THAT SOPHIA WAS FORCED TO
TRANSITION. WHY WOULD SHE THINK THAT?

AND HOW DO YOU TWO KNOW EACH OTHER,
ANYWAY? SANDY IS FROM UP NORTH 8UT
YOU'RE FROM TEXAS. I CAN HEAR YOUR
ACCENT.

UM... WE...




AND HOW COME NEITHER OF YOU
GORGEOUS EGIRLS KNOWS HOW
TO SIT IN A SKIRT? —

I.. T USED TO 8E A TOMBOY.

THAT'S WHAT SANDY SAID!

RIGHT. LUH. BECAUSE WE WERE IN A
cLug? A TOMBOY RECOVERY
CLUB. OUR PARENTS MADE US
é0.




SEEP T-THIS IS HOW THEY TAUGHT
Uus TO SIT. PRETTY AS A PICTURE.

OKAY, THIS IS ALL REALLY, REALLY STRANGE.
WHAT THE HELL IS GOING ON HERE? DON'T LIE
TO ME. I HAVEN'T KNOWN SANDY FOR LONE,
BUT I CARE ABOUT HER. DO YOU ACTUALLY
KNOW WHERE SHE IS, NIKKI? IF SHE DOESN'T
WANT TO SEE ME AGAIN, THAT’S FINE. I JUST
NEED TO KNOW SHE'S OKAY. PLEASE. I CAN'T
BEAR THE THOUGHT THAT I MAY HAVE TOLOD
HER SOMETHING THAT 60T HER INTO TROUBLE
WITH THAT HORRIBLE WOMAN.




JESS, LEAVE NIKKI ALONE. SHE
DOESN'T KNOW WHERE SANDY IS AND
SHE'S JUST AS WORRIED AS YOU ARE
ABOUT HER FRIEND. AND, NO, I DON'T
KNOW WHERE SANDY IS, EITHER.

YOU'RE RIGHT -- MY DAD AND MRS.
FERRIS ARE CLOSE. IF SHE LEFT
TOWN, SHE WOULD'VE TOLD HIM
WHERE TO AND FOR HOW LONE.

I'M DONE MAKING EXCUSES FOR
THESE ASSHOLES. THEY THINK THEY
CAN GET AWAY WITH ANYTHING.




O-0OKAY, SURE. I DION'T KNOW
YOU HAD A CAR.




KEEP HOLDIN' TIGHT/




S50, WHAT DID YOU THINK OF THE RIDE?

EH, IT WAS ALRIGHT. T MEAN, IT'S JUST A
MOTORCYCLE.

ALRIGHT? YOU WERE HOLDING ONTO ME
PRETTY TIGHT BACK THERE.

I WASN'T HOLDING THAT TIGHT. JUST...
DION'T WANT TO FALL OFF OrR
ANYTHING.

WELL, I'M 6LAD YOU DION'T. 8UT DON'T
WORRY, I WOULD'VE CAUGHT YOU.

OH, REALLY? YOUR REFLEXES ARE THAT
6000, HUH? BECAUSE I SEEM TO
REMEMBER A LOT OF FUMBLES WHEN YOU
FIRST JOINED THE TEAM.

HEY, THOSE WERE THE EARLY DAYS! I'VE
GOTTEN MUCH BETTER SINCE THEN. ...

GREAT/ SO, YOU'RE ONLY FLMBLING...
WHAT, LIKE HALF THE TIME NOW?

MAYBE THAT'S WHY COACH MADE ME THE
Q8. NOW I DON'T HAVE TO TRY TO CATCH
THE DAMN 8ALL, THEY JUST HAND IT TO ME.




T'LL CALL YOU WHEN I LEARN MORE ABOUT
WHAT HAPPENED TO SANDY.

HIS REAL NAME IS SCOTT.

RIGHT. WELL, I'LL CALL YOU. AND, UH, T
GUESS WE'LL FIGURE SOMETHING OUT FOR
THIS STUPID DATE WE NEED TO 60 ON, TOO.

'WE?’ HELL NO. YOU FIGURE IT OUT. IF T
HAVE TO PICK OUT THE DUME OUTFIT FOR
THIS FARCE, YOU NEED TO PICK THE

()KAY, FINE. NOTHING TOO FANCY, I
ISE.

OH, WE HAVE ONE PIZZA NIGHT, AND NOW
I'M A CHEAP DATE?

I'M SCREWING WITH YOU, Z. SORRY,
SCOTT’'S VANISHING ACT HAS 6OT ME ALL
ANXIOUS. T HOPE TO 60D HE'S OKAY.
HE’'S JUST A LITTLE 6UY, YOU KNOW? NOT
TOUGH LIKE YOU AND ME.

/ANT ME TO WALK YOU TO YOUR DOOR?

DUDE, T CAN MANAGE THE TREACHEROUS
100 FEET AHEAD, EVEN IN THESE HEELS.




ALRIGHT, WELL... UH... HAVE A 6000
NIGHT.

RIGHT. YEAH. YOU... YOU TOO...




HOLD ON... OID IT ALMOST FEEL
LIKE NICK WANTED ME TO KISS HIM
JUST NOW? NO, THAT CAN'T 8E
RIGHT. THIS IS NICHOLAS PALMER
WE'RE TALKING ABOUT. I'M JUST
OVERTHINKING THINGS AGAIN.

AND, T MEAN, IT'S NOT LIKE T WAS
CONSIDERING IT... OR WAS I? MAN,
THIS IS ALL CONFUSING AS HELL!




WHAT A WEIRD NIGHT. AT LEAST THE
MOTORCYCLE RIDE WAS PRETTY
COOL. THOSE HAVE ALWAYS
SCARED THE HELL OUT OF ME, 8UT
IT WASN'T SO B8AD RIDING WITH
ZACH, HE KNEW HOW TO HANDLE IT,
THAT'S FOR SURE.

8UT THE WAY HE LOOKED AT ME
RIGHT BEFORE I LEFT... 60D, DID HE
WANT TO KISS ME OR SOMETHING?
NO WAY, THAT'S CRAZY. HE KNOWS
I'M NOT INTO 6UYS, AND HE'S NOT

© INTO.. WHAT I LOOK LIKE RIGHT

NOW.




ALRIGHT NICK, TIME TO SWEAR
OFF THE 6IRLY STUFF FOR AT
LEAST A WEEK. AS SOON AS T
STEP INTO MY ROOM, THE FIRST
ORDER OF BUSINESS 1S TO

SHOOT AN EMAIL TO SCOTT, THEN
I'LL SHOWER OFF THIS MAKEUP,
THROW ON SWEATPANTS, AND
CATCH THE LAST INNINGS OF
TONIGHT'S ASTROS GAME.




HEY, PRETTY &IRL! LOOKIN’
REAL 600D TONIGHT/ WANT
SOME COMPANY?



WHAT THE HELL OID YOU
JUST SAY TO ME YOU--




g

3

.UGH. WAIT. I SHOULON'T MAKE WAVES RIGHT
NOW...

UM, T-THANKS, 8UT I HAVE A BOYFRIEND.

AW. WELL, HE'S A LUCKY FELLA. HE BETTER
TREAT YOU 000!




WHAT KIND OF SADIST INVENTED HieH
HEELS? MY FEET ARE KILLING ME AND
THIS DUM8 LINDERWEAR IS RIDING UP MY
ASS. OKAY, JUST HAVE TO MAKE IT
UPSTAIRS AND I CAN DETOX FROM THIS
STRANGE NIGHT.




HEY, NICHOLAS. WASN'T SURE
IF YOU'D 8E BACK TONIGHT.
GLAD YOU ARE, THOUGH,



LEONARD LEFT A COUPLE HOURS AGO. HE WAS HAPPY
AS A TICK ON A FAT DOG WITH YOU GOIN’ HOME WITH
HIS PERVERT SON. I'M SUPPOSED TO TELL YOU TO
START LOOKING FOR A DRESS FOR YOUR ‘OFFICIAL
DATE -- ALTHOUGH I DON'T KNOW HOW YOU'LL OUTDO
THAT ONE HE FOUND YOU. YOU'RE EVEN PRETTIER
THAN YOUR MOTHER WAS AT YOUIR AGE.

DAD! DON'T SAY THAT!

WHY? IT'S FUCKIN' TRUE, YOU &OT YOUR MOMS
FEATURES, AND THAT AIN'T SUCH A 8AD THING. IT
HELPED YOU WITH THE GIRLS, THAT'S FOR SURE. BUT,
LET'S 8E HONEST. IT AIN'T JUST YOUR PRETTY FACE
YOU INHERITED. SHE'S SOFT, NICHOLAS. THAT'S WHY
SHE NEEDED ME TO PROTECT HER. AND, WELL,
GROWING UP WITH HER RAISING YOU -- AND WITH ME
AWAY ALL THE TIME -- HER SOFTNESS RUBBED OFF ON
YA A 8IT TOO MUCH. EVER SINCE YOU WERE
KNEE-HIEH, I KNEW TRYING TO FIGHT AGAINST YOUR
MOM'S GIRLY INDOCTRINATION WAS GONNA 8E LIKE
PUSHIN’ A BOULDER LIP A HILL. SHE’S HAD HER HOOKS
IN YOU, 8OY.

. C’'MON, THAT’S NOT TRUE.

THEN WHY ARE YOU SQUEAKING AT MEP? WHAT
HAPPENED TO YOUR VOICE?

IT'S JUST... HARD TO SWITCH. HOLD ON...

IT'S HARD TO TALK LIKE A MAN NOW? JESUS CHRIST. HEY,
YOU REMEMBER HOW HARD YOU HAD TO WORK JUST TO
PUT SOME MUSCLE ON YOUR FRAME? LIKE YOUR 80DY
WAS FIGHTING AGAINST IT, WANTING TO STAY ALL SKINNY
AND WEAK. I WANTED TO TELL LEONARD TO FUCK OFF
- WHEN HE MENTIONED YOUR “FEMININE AURA,” 8UT
SEEING YOU IN THAT DAMN DRESS, WALKING DOWN THOSE
STAIRS... T HAD TO WONDER IF MAYBE HE WAS ONTO
SOMETHING. .




DAD, STOP. I'M STILL ME! THEY CHANGED MY
800Y, 8UT I'M STILL YOUR SON. REMEMBER
WHAT YOU SAID? WE CAN STILL COME BACK
FROM THIS.

0

YOU'RE SUPPOSED TO CALL ME '‘DADDY’
REMEMBER?

Th
A-ARE YOU DRUNK? YOU STARTED DRINKING
AT DINNER.
YES, I'M FUCKIN' DRUNK. WANNA JOIN ME?

YOU HAVEN'T DRANK BOUREBON IN YEARS
EVER SINCE YOU PROMISED YOU'D QUIT
AFTER-- ——



AFTER I MISSED YOUR FIRST 8l6 WIN
‘CAUSE I WAS TOO BUSY KNOCKIN' ‘EM
BACK. SURE, T REMEMBER. YOU CRIED.
AGAIN. CRYIN' WAS LIKE SECOND NATUIRE
TO YOU. 8UT FOR SOME REASON, THAT
TIME T CAVED.

I... I'M NOT SURE T CRIED, DAD.

OH, YOU DID. NOW, ANGER, THAT T
COULD'VE UNDERSTOOD. 8UT TEARS?
USELESS! AND JUST WHEN I THOUGHT
I'D MOLDED YOU INTO SOMETHIN
STRONG, YOU'VE COME STRAIGHT BACK
TO WHERE YOU STARTED.

M-MAYBE I SHOULD GET YOU SOME
WATER, DAD.




L 4 /"
C’MON, DAD. GET OUT OF
THE WAY. WE HAVE TO GET
YOU TO 8ED

ANSWER ME A QUESTION
FIRST. WHY AM T STILL
ALIVE, NICHOLAS?

WHAT?




IF MY PA PUT ME THROUGH WHAT I PUT YOU
THROUGH, I'D HAVE SHOVED A SHOTGLUN DOWN
HIS THROAT AND PULLED THE TRIGGER.

'
C’'MON, YOU CAN'T BE SERIOUS.

I AM, ACTUALLY. THEY STRIPPED AWAY YOUR
STRENGTH. THEY MADE YOU EROW TITS, FOR
G0D’'S SAKE! 3

'
WE'LL JUST GET SURGERY TO REMOVE THEM
ONCE THIS‘ WHOLE MESS IS OVER.

THAT COULD BE YEARS FROM NOW! YOU KNOW
THAT. AND LET'S FACE IT, THE ONLY WAY YOU'RE
GETTING BACK ON THE GRIDIRON ANY TIME SOON
IS IF HUTCHINSON DECIDES YOU SHOULD B8E
WAVING POM-POMS. YOU SHOULD BE RAGING
MAD AT ME, 8UT YOU'RE NOT. YOU SHOULD
LOATHE ME, 8UT YOU DON'T. AND THE ONLY
REASON I CAN THINK OF IS THAT YOU'RE HAVING

FLUN. YOU WANT TO 8E LIKE THIS. N\

WHAT? THAT'S INSANE. YOU KNOW I'M FIGHTING
LIKE HELL/ \ZO\/ .



NICHOLAS, CUT THE SHIT AND 8E
HONEST. DID YOU HAVE SEX WITH THAT
PERVERT TONIGHT?

..



W-WHAT? HOW COULD YOU ASK ME THAT/?

HOW COULD I NOT? YOU LEFT WITH HIM/ NOW,
TELL ME THE TRUTH AND I WON'T 8E MAD. IF
WE'RE GONNA FIX YOU, T 6OTTA KNOW HOW
BAD THE DAMAGE |S. UNDERSTAND?




UH-OH, NICHOLAS 1S MAD NOW.

3 BS00D/ THAT'S WHAT T WANT TO SEE, SON.

- RAGE. YOU SHOULD BE PISSED AS FUCK AT

WHAT HAPPENED TO YOU -- ABOUT AT WHAT
I DID TO YOU BECAUSE I'M A.. I'M A BAD

- FATHER.

NOW, 60 AHEAD AND TAKE A SWING. YOU
GET FREE SHOT AT THE OLD MAN.




YOU THINK I DON'T WANT TO SCREAM AND
FALL APART? THAT I DON'T ACHE TO KNOCK
HUTCHINSON'S SMUG GRIN RIGHT OFF HIS
FACE? 8UT THAT AIN'T GONNA FIX ANYTHING
—-- IT'LL JUST ADD MORE FUEL TO THE FIRE
AND MAKE EVERYTHING WORSE.

HOW COULD IT POSSIBLY GET ANY WORSE

FORYOU? mmm—
I AIN'T WORRIED ABOUT ME! HELL, I'M DOING {
ALL THIS FOR YOU, DAD. CAN'T YOU SEE \
THAT? I CAN'T LET you END UP IN JAIL AND
BE CHANGED LIKE I WAS. THAT'S THE THREAT
HUTCHINSON HAS HANGING OVER MY HEAD IF
I DON'T PLAY HIS GAME.

S0, YEAH, I'M IN IT FOR THE LONG HALI

PUT ON THE FRILLY DRESSES AND
MAKELIP AND PLAY PRETEND ON THOSE
DATES IF IT MEANS KEEPING YOU SAFE
FROM..FROM WHATEVER SORRY SITUATION
YOU 60T US TANGLED IN.




BUT WHY? T AIN'T NO HERO, SON. YOU LOOK AT
ME LIKE I AM, 8UT I NEVER WAS. I'VE JUST
BEEN RIDING MY LUCK, AND NOW, WELL... IT RAN
OuT.

BECAUSE, DAD, YOU'RE STILL MY FATHER —-
AND I LOVE YOU. WE'RE FAMILY, AND THAT
MEANS WE FIGHT FOR EACH OTHER EVEN WHEN
THE STAKES ARE HIGH AND THE ODDS ARE
AGAINST US. YOU TAUGHT ME TO BE STRONE,
RESILIENT, AND TO NEVER BACK DOWN WHEN IT
COMES TO THE PEOPLE I CARE ABOUT. SO HOW
COULD I ABANDON YOU NOW?

BUT I AIN'T NO HERO EITHER. IN FACT, TONIGHT
I FOLUND OUT I'VE BEEN A REAL PIECE OF SHIT
TO A 600D MAN. 8UT RIGHT NOW, IN THIS
MOMENT? YEAH, I'M TRYING MY BEST TO
PROTECT YOU, DAD. AND THAT MEANS GOING
ALONG WITH THIS CHARADE..FOR NOW. 8UT
TRUST ME, HUTCHINSON'S 6OT A STORM
COMING, AND WE'LL FIND OUR WAY OUT OF THIS
TOGETHER.




HMPH. T DUNNO, SOLNDS LIKE TOO MANY
FEELINGS RATTLING AROLIND IN THAT HEAD OF
YOURS. YOU CAN'T 60 SOFT, SON. YOUR
BODY IS RUINED AND IF YOUR MIND FOLLOWS,
I GUARANTEE YOU'LL END UP ZACH'S
GIRLFRIEND FOR REAL AND THEN NOBODOY
1 \ WILL 8E ABLE TO SAVE YOU FROM -- HEY,
WHERE DO YOU THINK YOU'RE GOING?

TO BED. I'VE HAD A LONG DAY AND YOU WON'T
EVEN REMEMBER THIS TALK COME MORNING.

i
'» SEEP YOU'RE JUST LIKE YOUR MOTHER. SHE
| y ALWAYS RAN FROM A FIGHT, TOO.

A FiGHT, TC




PAGING DR. SCOOTERINO MCPUFFYNIPS IIT,

8RO, WHERE THE HELL DID YOU 60O/? AND
WITHOUT TELLING MEP? DID YOU RUN AWAY
FROM CRAZY MRS. FERRIS? JESSICA CAME
LOOKING FOR ‘SANDY’ AND SHE'S ALL
UPSET THAT YOU GHOSTED. CALL HER, MAN.
AND CALL ME, TOO.

TO BE HONEST, I COULD USE ONE OF YOUR
PEP TALKS ABOUT NOW.

- NIck

BETTER FOR EVERYONE IF I LOCK THE
DOOR TONIGHT IN CASE HE WANTS TO
CONTINUE THE ARGLMENT. DAMN, IT'S
LIKE I'M TWELVE YEARS OLD AGAIN.




.-



HEY. YEAH, IT'S ME. HEH, YEAH, SORRY IT'S
LATE. NO, NO, EVERYTHING IS OKAY. GREAT,
REALLY.

B8UT, UM... YEAH, IT'S... IT'S REALLY GOOD
TO HEAR YOUR VOICE TOO MOM i 2




