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Meet Alex Branson... a straight-A student who's
Just Finished his senior year at one of the best
private schools on the East Coast, doing what any
normal teenager would be doing the evening aFter
his last day of high schoal... cleaning up after
making dinner For his mother and sister.




WELCOME

HOME.
SMOTHER! HOwW
was YOUR

Day7

THE USUAL!
L =
WHAT'S THAT
SMELLT

DINNER! ARIEL
AND 1 ALREADY

ATE BUT T HAVE A
PLATE WARMING
FOR YU N THE

CVEN!

N OTHER
WORDS, I'LL BE
EATING ALONE! HOW
THOUSHTFUL OF
you




I

And his mother, Mona Branson...

a prominent and very driven clinical
psychologist at one of the city's
largest hospitals. Her ex-husband, and
Father to her children, divorced her ten
years ago, immediately remarried and
subsequently died almost immediately
thereaFter From a heart attack.

MOW, T

WiasS KNG OF

HOPING T COULD 50

ouT Too... AFTER 1
FiNISH CLEAMING

up, OF coUrRsE!

DONT HOLD
WOUR BREATH!




And Finally, Alex's Fraternal twin sister,
Ariel... a recent graduate of the same
private school as Alex. Not exactly a
straight-A student, but what she lacked
in academic excellence she more than
made up For in popularity.

HEARD YoU
COME IN!

PLANM OUT OUR
LAST SUMMER
TOSETHER!




THAT SOUNDS
LIKE FLIN, HOMEY!
DONT STAY OUT TOO

LATE anD D&,
CAREFLILLY W THAT
HEW SRADLATION
GIFT OF YOURS!




SIS O MY
GO0, ALl
You STOP YOUR
INCESSANT
WHINING 7




ME E““m o trT.h
AWEKE N
MEEE“- ﬂ .:erpE OME

L.A"'EI?
L'-" Rﬁﬁh’T
.I.FTEi‘ DINNER!

AND THIRE,
I'M NoT
CED YOu
REALLY HAVE ANY
FRIENDS! TVE NEVER
EN THEM! T CANT HELP
u-r THIMNE THAT YOURE
LYING ABOUT THE WHOLE
*um. JUST TO GET
OUT OF THE HOUSE
AND GET INTD
TROUBLE!




CON'T You
DARE ArcUE
WITH ME, YOUNG
MAN! MY DECISION
s FiNAL!




YES,
MOTHER.
WHATEVER
YOU SAY,
MOTHER




Several hours later...

YES: N\OTWR' oF
HA-» TO F’1 K iE.l'. L.-P

WHEN SHE MNEI
RIDE HOME, .iHD .46
UsuAaL, |'1'5ME"




MAYBE IF ¥OU WERE OUT
HERE In THIS PART OF TOWN

YOI : =
THROUSH THAT BOSUS 6000
SIRL FACADE SHE'S
PERFECTED!

"SIGHT. BUT THAT'S
NOT LIKELY TO HAPPEM
AMYTWIE SOON! THAT
SISTER OF MIMNE HAS
SHOT MOTHER WRAPPED
AROUND HER LITTLE
INEER!




IS OLDER... | Ly

2-= MINUTES! AND ARIEL Fias
MLICH M2 - SOCIAL .‘.nGE

THAMN I & HOPE

I
5EH55 THAT SHE
T

A




SEE, WHAT
OOk

JESLUIS!
MUST BE THE
FiETH ONE TH
AMONTH HOW DO
SHE HEAR ABOUT
THESE DAMM
THINGS
ARYWRYT

AND |E SHE
THINKS T
GOING IN THERE
TO FIND HER,
SHE'S CRAZY!

WATCHED MORE
THAN MY SHARE OF




NOT YET, BABY
ONE MORE

A HAVE T

WAIT UNTIL AMEXT
TIME, BOYS!




BE THE WORST!




SORRY 1 DIDN'T
5 A SECOMD

ouD
W LIKE
YOU ALWaYSs DO!

JUST &ET
Iy ARIEL..
IT'S LATE!




1 CAN'T BELIEVE
YOURE OUT
DRESSED LIKE THAT!
SURELY YOURE ANARE
THAT YOU CAN SEE
RIGHT THROUGH
THAT Toe!

HEY, T HaD
ANOTHER TOP
OWER THIS OME

EARLIER, BUT SPILLED A
DAL ALL C.WHZ T
MUS LEFT I
SOAKING IN A SINK
SOMEWHERE!

LITTLE CHFLLV C)U"r
L.h.h.ﬂ-l'l‘ OR S0 THE
WLE -ELL AE!




H, LIGHTEN up

THE MIDOLE OF THE
AISHT AND T AG




ACE VE "
THAT I H
HAD LOTS OF S0
PRACTICE WITH BRI
SETTING OUT OF ¥ PLETEL

[l Y
UNNECE&':GARV’

J Ly
AFRAIL OF & PAR
OF THESE.

HAAMAT

STOP
T ALREADY!

.




WELL, IF
RESPECTING THE
WOAMAN WHD RAISED
ME AMD NOT LYING TO
HER FACE AND SAEAKING

AND I'M SURE
THERE ARE b:%\ﬂFL.ﬂ




I f\-'- 5022‘:"

APP.QGVE ‘lE DEAR
BROTHER, BUT AT LEAST
ALL THIS 1S MY
CHOKCE ... AND O
MY TEEMS!

HELL OF A LOT EASIER! EVEN

-rl—DfJ.:u SHE'S FORCING US TD

AT HOME THE EIRST YEAR,

HAVE AJO EY TD KEER

OF THE STAGGERING
MNUMBER OF EXTRA-

CLRRICULAR ACTIVITIES 1
PLAN TO TAKE ON/

LET ME SLESS,
ACTVITIES I.IKE ThE
"‘AET'V EVERY d-!ONDAV

ETERA, ETCETERA..
A T CLOSET

AND IT'S AOT THAT I
DPPEWE OoF You,
TS JUST THAT I DON"T

ACT THIS WAY!
MNEVER qSE h{




WE'RE BOTH
JUST PRODUCTS OF
OUR ENVIRONMENT,

ALEX! SAME
ENVIRONMENT BUT
DIFFERENT PATHS

CHOSEN!

MAYBE T
OULDNT HA\;E

WEEEEAPIN&.

‘.5M0‘F'HEEW5
HREW OF A
WOAAAN

] il

OH PLEASE! SHE
TREATS YOLf LEE A
PRINCESS AND YOU
KNOW [T/

SHE TH!MH.
TUE PRIM AND
PROPER .s-m. SHE
WANTS ME TO




BUT, YO KMNOW
PROBABLY ‘I'IJE BIGSEST
FACTOR iN WY T TUBNED
OUT THIS Wiy IS YoLur
SOMEOKE WHD ALWAY'S SIDES
WITH MOMMY, SOMEDNE WHD
CANT DECIDE IF HE'S
DISGUSTED BY ALL THE
ATTENTION T SET OR SIMPLY
TEALOUS! PUSHIMNG YOUR
BLUTTONS IS ALWAYS S0

MUECH FLINS

1. T'A NOT
DISGUSTED BY You!
OR TEALOUS! I =JMPL»
WHSH THAT I D1 I.-l
TO BE ANY PART Dl—' TO
SEE YOU DEBASE
YOURSELE WITH ALL
THESE GUYS OVER AND
OVER ASAIMN!
YOLFRE MY
SISTER, For
CRYING OUR LOoUD T

S DULDMT HAVE
TO WAT,




0000 1
LOVE THIS
SOMG! CRAMNK

ue!

SHIT! WATCH
YouR BEER!
IT'S SPILLING
ALL OVER













Three months later, as a new
semester starts at Ahwatukee
Community College, just south
oF Phoenix, Arizona...

ot

---a new student is making
his mark on the swim team.













WELL, 1'M SOMNMNA KEEP

g LET SOME
NE'\& n\a SHOT SCREW
THAT UP EOR AME!




But, after practice, as
Fate would have it...

HEY
BRAMSON,
WAIT P A

MINUTE!




I DOWN'T KMOW
WHAT THE FASTEST
TIMES YOU BID BACK IN

S
TIMES OF ALL oue
BEST SWIMMERS!

PON'T BE! 1
COLLDONT BE
HAPPIER TO FIND

SOME: Fa
ENOUSH TO REPLACE

LLOYD OVER THERE
AS CAPTAIN OF
THE TEAM!

CAPTAINT BUT 1
DICHT TOIW TD
BECOME CAPTAIN,
COACH ESPECIALLY IF
IT MEANS SOMECMNE
ELSE LOSES THE
POSITION!




ITS OUT
HAMNDS, BR. wJ
IT'S KINDG OF
TRADITION FOR 'I"-\- &EST
OVERAL WAMER TO
BECOME CAPTAIN!

TVE BEEN STUCK
WITH LLDYD AS CAPTAIN
FOR TWo YEARS, AND

DU AND ME, HE'S
MLUCH A SEL.
CENTERED JTERK, SO T
MORE THAN HAPPY TO
PASS THE BATOM, =0 TD
SPEAK, ON TO YOl




O, DD T MENTION THAT
EOURTEEN OF THE L
FIFTEEN CAPTAINS
SWIM TEAM HAVE BEEN OFFERED
FULL-RIDE SCHOLARSHIPS TO NEW
MEXICO STATE AFTER SETTING
THEIR FEET WET HERE AT AC
SOMETIMES AEFTPEE JUST ous
YE Al

SOME EX-
SWIMMING TOCk

ALLMNT MADE | T RICH

AND FAMOUS 1M NEW
ME. O AND SET L THE

COMMECTION TO OUR

PROSRAM YEARS ASO,

S0... YEAM, WE 50T AND 1M CASE

THAT! YOURE WOMNDERING,

FAA AS
MEDIA INFLUENCER"
OF ALL THINGS!
O S
E‘DFO i(.I'T AMD
LIVES IN HIS
FPARENTS'
BASEMMENT!




You BETCHA!
LET IT Sink IV
OVER THE WEEKEMND
BECAUSE I'M




MO THAMNK
YOU, BRANSON!
AND HAVE A 500D
WEEKEMD!

THAT REMINDS
ME., GOTTA
REMEMBER TO TELL
BUD HE CAN'T P&Y
RENT IN RADIO
HUT SIFT CARDS
ANTAORE




ARE YOU FUCKING
KIDDING MET! HE'S
MakiING THAT LITTLE

BELIEVE IT;
AAN! T WaAS
RIGHT THERE
ArD HEARD
EVERY WORD/




THAT'S MY
PoOsITION! MY G0DDAMN
SCHOLARSHIP! I'm NOT
GOMNNA LET HIM TAKE THAT

Away

I KNOW IT SUCKS,
PUDE, BUT WHAT CAM
YOU POT HE'S FASTER

THAM YOU, SO UNLESS THE
KID LEAVES THE TEAM,
THE COACHLL MAKE SURE
HE'S CAPTAIN!




WELL THEM,
MAYBE T NEED
TO FIND A Wiy TO
SET HIM OFF

THE TEAM! 1 . . I l
_ g

CAREFLIL, DUDE! AFTER
LAST YEAR'S EPISODES,
YOLFRE ALREADY SKATIMG OM
THIN ICE WITH THE ADMINS! IF

THEY SET A WHIFF




REMEMBER
LEMNNY
PALUGHERTYT

MEXICO STATE FOR
PEALING T MaN, T
HEAR HE'S A WASTED
CRACK-HEAD
MNOW!

YEAM HE'S BACK
IN TOWN AND WILL DO
PRETT Y MUCH
ANYTHING EOR A BUCK!
AND DO YO KNOW
WO IT WAS TIHAT
NARCED ON HIMT

HOLY SHIT! 1S
THE STORY THAT

T WAS COACH

HT! 50
MNNY KAOWS




OH, YEAH!! IE
TUINGS S50 THE Wiy T
WANT, COAZH'S LITTLE
AANNOLNCEMENT O

MONDEY WILL BE A WHOLE
LOT DIFFERENT Tian
WHAT'S HE'S




A couple of hours later...













SEH S0 AMUC
FOR MY EI‘J'-‘ET C-;I.#‘_’:'S
OF WINE B

Tk
GETTING OBSESSNE
WITH AN

F ONLY HETD
TAKER THAT DaAAN




NO... HE Hap
TURN T DQLVN‘ ‘-\..-
CLOSE TO
HIS & R‘FEVJ’NC MOTHER! C
AT LEAST THAT V
SORRY EXCUSE HE
LA

I COULLPVE
m‘LLED ‘rn—'E
FJNHL..Y

OLD ME!




I WANTED TD GET
A FRESH START

2 ARIEL DIED, BL
TUBBORM

THE TWERP

INSISTED O FOLOWING
AAE HE Wi

GOP! WHY
CAMT HE GET IT
THROUSH HIS THICK
SiULL THAT 1
DONT WANT HiA
AROUNDT




MOTHER! T
=] T KnOW

YOL WERE




COACH MILLER 15

YOULL BE SPENDING
MORE TIME AT
PRACTICEST

MO, BUT HE ALSO
TOLD ME THAT BEING
CAPTAIN PRACTICALLY
SGUARANTEES ME A

SCHOLARSHIP TD NEW
MEXICO STATE MNEXT

A FULL RIDE
SCHOLARSHIE
MOTHER! AT ONE OF

THE BEST PROSRAMS IN
THE COUNTRY! ISNT
THAT AMAZINGT




BETTER TiHAN
NOTHING!

THAT IS

L NE!

ALEX! SIMPLY
WoNDERFLIL!




Later that evening...

Ia
GUESTI




ERROLLED I

THE SUPPORT YOU NEED, BUT
1 WoRRY HOW YOLUFRE GOMG
TO DO WITHOUT ME IF T

S0 OFF TO NEW




oF couesf I M
MNOT DO
AR A -&.05‘1' FOUR
SISTER, BUT YOU HAVE AO
IDEA HOW DEVASTATING [T
IS TO LOSE A CHILD! IT'S
THE WORST TRAGEDY
5OME’G'NE COULD EvER

COULDN'T STAY IN
TOMN, WHERE 1 WAS

SUE WAS PREPARING FOR A LIFE
SHE'D NEVER EVER GET

pEVﬂﬁTATEQ‘ THIS
IS THE KIND OF LOSS

vyou MEVER SET




LSHAE TIHD

el

PLEASE,

/ CORRECT ME IF
1 M WiRon, BUT You
T SEEM TO BE
DC."HL: TOoo BABL‘;’.‘ ouR
MOVE TO ARIZONA ;4‘:5

CAPTAIN oF
THE SWil TEAA.
SCHOLARSHIP TO aN
CELLENT COLLEGE!
OPPORTUNITIES YOLR
SISTER wiLL
NEVER HAVE!




ALL BECAUSE OF
THE ACCIDENT! THE
ACCIDENT THAT TOOK
MY BABY FROM ME!

THE ACCIDENT YOU
WERE Eﬁ:so.l;gusrat.E




T T KASOW
THAT, MOTHERT

YOU DONT
THINKE 1T BLAME
MYSELF EVERY DAY
FOR WHAT HAPPENED
THAT NIGHTT
eecause I DO!

























A short time later,
in a nearby park...

1 KNOW T
CANT BLAME
MOTHER FOR HOLDING
ME RESPONSIBLE FOR
THE ACCIDENT! 1 WAS
THE ONE DRIVING
AFTER ALL!

AMD WY THE
HELL DIowT 1
INSIST ARIEL WEAR HER
SEATBELTT? IF 1 HAD,
NAYBE SHED STILL
BE ALNVE!




HAPH! EVEN IE
I HAD MNSISTEDR,
SHE WOLULD NEVER
HAVE DONE IT! SHE
WAS TUST
STUBBORN THAT
Wiy

T LEAST
MOTHER NEVER
LEARNED ABOY

THE AdAnY
THINGS ARIEL
KEPT EROAM

HER!

SHE'S L
COPING AS T
P




MY OV E TE
LEAD,.. I CANT LOOK
El!

AFTER HER FOREV] I

TUST MNEED TD HOLD ON

T CAN USE THAT
SCHOLARSHIP AND

FINALLY PUT S
DISTANCE BETWEEN
Lhsr







I'VE 50T TC
GET BACK







H 2 THIS
FOR THE FUN OF

! HELHHEH!







PLEASE!
OOF!! pPLeasE...




O, KDY T'A




ITTLE
N PERSON!
HEH-HE R




A A Few hours later, at

a nearby hospital...

SON!
WHEEE IS HET
WHERE'S MY
SONT!

THE
DOCTOR'S 1N
THERE WITH A
RIGHT NOW! T'M

¥OU NEED










AND CHANGE HIS
BANDASES BEFORE




POLICE SAY YOUR

SO WAS MUSGED N

THE PARK! HE WAS BROUSHT

IN BY AMBULANCE & LITTLE

OWVER AN HOUR ASO AMD

WEWE BEEM WORKING O
HIM SINCE!

THE BAMDASES YOU CAM
SEE ARE DUE TO MULTIPLE CUTS
AND CONTUSIONS AS WELL AS A
SHATTERED NOSE AND CRACKED
BONES TH.E?CEM oUT HIS

HE ALSO HAS
BROWEN anD CRACKED
RIBS ALONG WITH A
HEAVILY DAMAGED PELVIS!
THEY ThihG HE WAS
KICKED REPEATEDLY
W THOSE AREAS

MY GOD! WHAT
MONSTERS!!




UNFORTUNATELY,
THE MOST

SIGNIFICANT DAMAGE
WAS DONE WITH A
EMIFE!

THEY.. THEY
STABBED HIM,
TOO?!

MO, BUT THEY
DD CUT L D

N & MOST
DELIBERATE AND
VICIOUS MANMNER!

OH MY GOp!
WHAT ELSE
COULD THEY HAVE
POSSIBLY DONE
TO HIMZP!







THE 000D NEWS
IS wE vE STOPPED THE
INTERMAL BLEEDIMNG AND
ALL u|-=. CUTS AND BROK'EM
BONES L

EVENTUALLY HEAL
COMPLETELY!

HOWEVER, HE WILL
NEED AT LEAST ONE
SURGERY,.. OBVIOUSLY!

A RATLER RARE
URANCE!

YOU DON'T HAVE
TO MAKE AMNY
DECISIONS RIGHT AT
THIS MOMERT, BUT
THE SOONER, THE
BETTER!

TH... THANK
You, POCTOR! 1
MEED A LITTLE
TIWAE TO Tk

ABOUT ALL THIS..
AND WHAT S
BEST FOR
aLEx!




COURSE!
JUST CONTACT
THE MURSE I+

MEE|




IT's NOT Al IT"
JUusT NOT FAIR!

HAVENT I SUFFERED
ENOUGH

ALREAPY 7!

TAKEN FROM ME
AND NOW
THIST!




ME I A
ﬁ ELESS ACCIPENT!
! IT HAD TD BE IN A WY
THAT FORCED ME TO
CONTIMNUE LIVING WITH THE
PERSON RESPONSIBLE

AND NOW,
TUST WHEN I
REALIZE THAT I NEED

TO WE




MY DALUGHTER IS

TO HIM, IT WOULD BE A
MIRBACLE IF HE COULD
EVEN BE CALLED THAT
AGAIN! HE MIGHT AS
WELL BE A...










TS LATE, BUT
THIS IS
MPORTANT! T
MNEED TO CALL IN A
FEW FAVORS
FROM YOoU!

O, T ThIBSS
YOU kenow VERY
WELL WHAT Favors
W TALKING ABOUT! OR

X MNEED TO
DISCLUSS THEM WITH
YOUR WIEET

I THOUGHT THAT
WOULD GET YOUR
ATTENTION!




NOW,
HERE'S WUAT
I NEED FROM

Yol




A Few hours and several other

lengthy phone calls later...

.o S0 YOU CAN
DEFINITELY BE HERE
TOMORROW T

THAT'S
WONDERFUL .,
CAROLINE! YOU

DONT KANOW WHAT
THIS A’!fEAN‘S TO




< ks ™ “( K " -

THE NURSE

SAID YOU WANTE :

TO SEE AME, DR ' —
BRANSON! HAVE YOU

AMADE A
DECISIONT

YES, T HAVE!
ITS REALLY THE
ONLY POSSIBLE
EHOICE AMND ONE TR
ALEX WOLLD
LAWVE INSISTED
UPOR




AL HE
BEALLY fﬁ'










Three days later...

FROM EVERYTHING
IWVE SEEN S0 FAR,
A.Elﬁ BODY HAS FLULLY

CEPTED T
TRHNSPLHNT s

YOU WERE VERY
FORTLUNATE TO BE
ABLE TO FIND THOSE

DONOR ORGANS AND
GET THEM HERE SO
FasT!




T WISH 1 _'égul_p sy

TELT FRom

YOUI'VE
WHOLE
Ohd ALEX!

YES, 1

OF Tre beST

ORTHOPEDIE

SURGEONS N THE STATE
PLUS A TOP-NOTCH
PLASTIC SU

RESEON
D REPAIR ALL

5.A-rg D T

MNOTHIMNG
BUT THE
BEST COR
Y 8ABY!




COMPLETEL
UNDERSTAND!




HELLO,
SWEETIE! IT'S
MO""'IFI-?EEF

HNOW DON'T TRY
AND TALK YOURE
STILL PRETTY




YOU'RE HERE N THE
HOSPITAL BECALSE
YOU WERE MUGGED AND
BEATEN IN THE PaRK! DO
YOU REMEMBER THATT
TJUST BLINK YOUR EYES
TWICE | YOoUu Do

THE REST OF
THIS A LITTLE
EASIER!



YOUVE SOT
BROKEN BOMNES M
YOUR PELVIS AND
YOUR &8s, BUT
THEY'LL HEAL LUP
N ANO TIME!

THOSE ANIMALS

8IT! I'VE 60T THE
BEST PLASTIC SURGE

IN THE STATE COMING
iN LATER TODAY!

BY THE TIMVE
HE'S DONE WITH




NOW. THE LAST
PART OF NEWS WiLL
BE DIFFICULT TO HEAR,
BUT DON'T WOREY,
BECAUSE I'AM RISGHT
HERE WITH YOU!




I NEED YOU TO
UNDERSTAMD ONE
MORE THING THOSE
SADISTIC BASTARDS
DD TO YOUL.. AND
WHAT WE HaD TO Do
TO SAVE YOu...










A Few minutes later

HOW IS HET DO
YOU WART ME TO 50
IN AND HAVE A LOOK

AT HMAT

P HIE
VERY EMOTIONAL
ABOUT IT ALL!

NOT A

EVER SINCE SHE FIRST
TOLD ME SHE WAS
TRANSGENDER!

ckLY . I'VE
BARELY HAD THE
CHAMNCE TO SLAMCE
AT S




T NOTHING BUT
SUPPORTIVE OF
HER!

o2 2
R ST
START HER ON
HORMONES, AND,
AETER THE
APPROPRIATE
AMOUNT OF TIME,
ER SRS/,




o8
IF T

k ALL
WASKT S0
HORRIBLE, IT
WOULD ALMOST
BE ronIC!

I CAM oMLY
IMAGINE HOW
TOLIGH THIS ALIST BE
O YOUI, MORA! BUT
DON'T YOU WoREY
ABOUT ALEX! SHE'LL
BE FINE!







Less than an hour later...




SINCE YOU CANT
TALK WITH -ro:_n?
MOUTH YET, 1
THOUSHET YOoU CouLd
“TALK™ TO Us WITH
THIS TABLET!

I KMNOW YOU AMUST
HAVE A MH-MGN
RUESTIONS FOR T
DOCTOR WHEM SHE ”E"“J‘-
HERE, S0 I THOUSHT WE
COULD SAVE SOME OF I-IER
VALUABLE TIME BY SEEING
WHAT T COULD ANSWER
FOR YOU FIRST!






Can they be Fixed later?
Replaced with male parts
when available?

THEORETICALLY.. BUT
ALL YOUR SURGERIES NEED
TO BE COMPLETELY HEALED
BEFORE WE EVEN THINK ABOLIT
SOMETHIMNG LIKE THAT, AND
YOU'RE MONTHS Anay

ROM THAT POINT!

BUT IF IT'S
SOMETHING YOU
REALLY WANT, T'AA
= WE CAM
SOMEHOW FIkD A
WAY TO MAKE IT
woRk!




BUT FOR THE TIME
BEING, T THINK TS
BEST IF WE TABLE A
TALK ABOUT MALE PARTS
AMD FUTURE ELECTIVE

' SURSERIES!
L — - — ’ -

YOU WERE AT
DEATH'S DOOR,
HOREY, AND THE Add
TOB WE HAVE RIGHT MNOW
IS DOING EVERYTHING
WE CaM TO SET YOou
HEALTHY!

MY OMLY COMNCERM
15 YOUR WELL-BEING!
YOLIRE MY ORE REAAINMING,
DARL ING CHILD, AMND T... 1
COULDNT BEAR TO LOSE
YOu.. NOT AFTER

LOSING ARIEL!




I love vy
too, mother!




iELLﬂ THERE, ALEX!

T'h YOUR SURGEON
poc 'rae WALTERS. AnD IF
AND YOUR MOTHER
HERE DOMT I D LIcE
TO CHECK WP o8 MY
HANDIWORK!

TU:T "l"“EF‘ ouT
AMD SIVE YOU'

TWo AE
PRAACY FOR
THI=




BEFORE 1 BEGIN,
DO YOU HAVE ANY
GLUESTION:!

S OR
CONCERNS,
ALEXT

No. But I do want
to say thank you,
Doctor.




And that I'm very
happy with everything
you've done For me.




Six weeks later... |




FULL OF
EXCITEMENT! WaAS ON
THE COMPUTER FOR A
FEW HOURS, READ FOR A

FEW HOURS AND
MT‘CHED TV FOR A
FEW HOURS!

50, IN OTHER
WORDS, THE SAME
AS YESTERDAY.. AND

THE
BEFORE THAT..




WERE ¥OU ABLE TO
50 OUTSIDE AT ALLT
MAYBE GET A LITTLE

EXERCISET

THE DOCTORS
HAVE ALL SAl
YOUR BONES ARE
STRONG ENOUGH
TO HANDLE MILD
ey

M T
OUTSIDE YET




BECAUSE T LOOK
HORRIBLE, MOTHER!
ISNORING THE EACT THAT MY
FACE STILL LOOKS LIKE IT'S
BEEMN KICKED BY & TEAM OF
MULES, TVE LOST ALMOST
THIRTY POLINDS... ALMOST
ALL OF IT MUSCLE!

1 LOOK AND FEEL
LIKE A HALLOWEEN
DECORATION THAT'S
BEEN LEFT O 5-‘95
THROUSGH
PECEMBER!

NONSENSE!
YOUR FACE IS HEALING
TUST THE WaY IT'S
SUPPOSED TO AFTER

THE SWELLING
AND BRUNISIAG WILL
BE SOAE BEFORE
YOU ENOW IT!




AND FROM WHAT T
CAN SEE S0 FAR, 'L
LOOK NOTHING LIKE MY
ORISINAL FACE!
SOMETHING ELSE TO
LOOK FoRWAaRD T

HAS TO BECALSE OF
THE EXTENSIVE
DAMASE THAT WAS
PowE TO ITY

IT'S NOT TUST THE
SURGERY! '\ DEFINITELY
STRTING O SEE CHANGES
EVERYWHERE BECAU

THOSE HORMONE PILLS e

DOCTOR M TAKE
EVERY |"‘u@|‘\.llh.ﬂ

WELL TI.-IIT wias TO BE

REMEMBER, THOSE
HORMOMES ARE NECESSARY
TO KEEP YOUR BODY CI::"---
.QEJ'ECTIMG YOUR

Al




OH! WELL, T DON

THINK 1! MNEED
WORR'Y ABOUT THAT!
T'LL BE A LONG TIME

BEFORE WE HEAD DOWN
THAT ROAD!

WANT TR "\:’ ANYTHING
THAT WILL AMAKCE IT
IMPOSSIBLE FOR ME
TO 60 BACK TO THE
Wiy T WAS
BEFORE!

S0 CONCERNED,
'Ll &0 CcALL DoCcTOR
WATSON RISHT Now'
AMD E WHAT SHE




EOR YOUI,
SWEETHEART!

HERE! T'LL GIVE
HER & CALL AND
BE RISHT
sAck!




HAaMAA! [T DOES SEEM
STRANGE THAT THE
HORMONES DOCTOR
WATSON PRESCRIBED FOR
YOU ARE HAVIMG SLICH A
PRONOUNCED EFFECT ON
YOU SO SOON!

I WONDER IF
IT HAS ANYTHING
TO DO WITH THE FACT
THAT I'VE BEEM
SLIPPING YOU AR
EXTRA DOSE EVERY
DAy SINCE YOU'VE
BEEN HOME!




EVEN THROUSH
ALL THE PAIN AMD
DISCOMFORT I'VE

EXPERIEMLCED THESE

LAST FEW WEEKS, THE

OANE BiS POSITIVE
THING HAS BEEM

MOTHER!

MEVER CRITICAL OR

INDIEFERENT... THE WY

SHE ALWEYS UISED TO
BE!

WE'VE NEVER
BEEM CLOSER OR
HAPPIER TOGETHER
THAM WE ARE RISHT
NOW, AND T HOPE ;O




BJEWAS FOU'\JD AFFECTFE’N’ |:1
BEC D FIN

L'-DME "'G VALUE ME AFTEE
ALMOST LOSING ME...
BUT MAYBE IT'S
SOMETHING ELSE!

1_ I CAN'T HELP
WONDERW-‘.F IF
':l-lE L STFLI-IE»-D‘.;E ME

EEL.EN" WEEKS IF T HA‘JE
THE OPERATION AND

ARIEL WAS
ALWAYS MOTHER'S
FAVORITE... AND WY

OT? MOTHER'S AND
& R

TLL DEAL WITH
THE INSUIRANCE
COMPANY IF THEY

REFUSE TO COVER IT,
CARDLIMNE! ALL T NEED TOD
KNOW FROM YOU 1S IF
TS POSSIBLE!




BECAUSE IF THIS
IS WHAT MY BABY

MY LIFE TO PAY FOR
THE NECESSARY
SURSERIES!

BUT WOU HAVE TO
SUARANTEE ME THAT
IT'LL BE SAFE! T DONT
THINE T COULD SURBVIVE

IE I LOST MY ONE

BEMAINING CHILD!

L= =




I'M THE ONE
WHO'S TOO AF‘R.I‘IID
TO ADAPT TO A NEW

LIFE.., ALIFE T
WOULBWN'T EVEN
HAVE IF IT WEREN'T
EOoR HER!

1 KNOW WE'VE
BEEN FRIENDS FOR

BETTER SUARANTEE
THAN THAT, TIrEN I VENT
HE MAME OF OTHER,
EETfEE pmae




WELL, DR, WATSOMN IS5,
LASWAA.. LOOKING INTO A
FEW THINGS REGARDING
THE SURSERY AMND SHE'LL
e TO US IM A
EEwW Dars!

IM FACT, T'AA
THINKING T MAY




WHICH 15 WY
I'VE ALWAY'S

THOUGHT OF YOu!
AS THE SMARTEST

Im GOING TO













AMND FROM WHAT
1 HEARD, SLeD
KEEP LOVING ME.,
EVEN IF T WENT
Back TO BEIMG HER
SoM!




SISH* BUT WHAT
KIND OF PERSON
wouLe I BE IF I
HED HER WHAT SHE
MOST WANTS IN
THE WoRLP?




AND WHY
MAKE HER IWAIT
S0 LONG TO
HBE ITT







A Few weeks later...

Afiii? T STILL
CAN'T BELIEVE IT
SETS THIS Wia@m

oW

OF TH
HELLISH WINTERS
WE HAD BACK 1N

7

805 !
SlosLE™




SPEND THIS LOVELY
DAY COOPED LP
-‘NS-‘DEVJ! A_:'N_ ARE

AMOTHER!




THAT'S &

WONDE EF.L.'.‘_ IL‘EA

HOMEY
EXERCISE EE&FNT
WILL HAE YOU B,
I THOUGKHT T'D IN SHAPE N .\.ro
1':\: DOING A FEW TIME!
LAPS IN THE POOL,
TUST TO SEE HOW
IT FEELS!




WELL T'M MNOT
ADY

TO DO
ANYTHING STRENLIOUS. .
AT LEAST NGT YET! JUST
4 COUPLE OF LAPS TODAY
AND TRY AND ADD AMORE
EACH Dy as T &0/

YOU KNOW, IF
YOU'RE S0ING TO
TAKE UF SWIMMING
ASAIN, WE SHOULD
PROBABLY GET YOU
A PROPER
SWIMSLIT!

MY OLD SPEEDO
AND A T-SHIET ARE
TUST FINE FOR NOW,
AMOTHER' IT'S AMMOT LiIKE
ANYONE 15 EVER

SOING TO SEE ME
THIS WaY!




SSISH™ I WiISH YOU
WOULD BELIEVE ME WHEN
I Say YOU LOOK JUST FINE!

THE BRUISING TO YOUR
FACE HAS COMPLETELY
HEALED!

THE BRLUISING
My BE SOME, BUT IT
STILL SEEMS ALL

Y ARD

EA
WUTT & BEEHVE!

ME STARTED ON
HOW SAMALL AND
WEAK 1 FEEL! 1 SWEAR

A& SO0D STIFF
BREEZE COULD
KAOCK ME DN
MY ASS!




WELL IF YOU FEEL
THAT PUNY, THEN
HEAVEN FORBID T
KEEP YOU FROM
YOUR EXERCISES!




A Few laps... and a Few
more... and a Few more
later...







OH, YEAH!
T THIRE I'W
SOMMNA BE
EEELIN' THAT
TOMORROW!




Prrc..quN' ..réc.'.f' angy
IDEA WHERE 1
FIND ITT

PITCAIRN
CIRCLE, HUHT? THAT
SOUNDS REAL
FAMILLAR!










"SIGHT. T SUESS IT
Was DMLY A MATTER
OF TIME BEFORE 1
STARTED HEARING THAT!
BUT T DIDAFT THiAR
ITP BE SO DAMN
So00N!

HAS MY FACE
CHANGED THAT
MUCH ALREADYT
OR IS IT..7

-
















SSIGHT WAS SETTING
OUT OF THE POOL Wi
DELNERY DRNVER STOPP BY
THE FEMLE, ASKING FOR
DIRECTIONS!

E WASKNT




I'M SURE
MADE HIS Day!
E HE WATER

s A LITTL

CHILLIER THAMN YOU
EXPECTED, W7

IS THAT ALL
YOU HAVE TO
s4vY7 A MAN...
SAW ME... }.FKE
THIS!




1. 1DONT
KNOW IF 1 caN PO
THIS, MOTHER! 1
THOUSHT 1 cOULD,
BUT.. I'' SO DAMN

CONFUSED!

OF COURSE vOU
ARE, DEAR! YOLR BODY
IS CHANGING... VERY
RAPIDLY! MOST GIRLS
HAVE YEARS TO DEAL WITH
IT, BUT YouU HaVE TO
MANASE IT ALL IN THE
SPAN OF A FEW

MONTHS!

BUT I &0T
THROUGH [T, 1 HELPED
YOUR SISTER SET
THROUGH IT AND BY 500,
'™ GG‘IN"_H? "".;' SET vou'
e R g

UNDERSTAND T










rives...

L
£
n
:
.K
]
B
c
<

by and Spring ar




YOURE NOT In
Andy RUSH TO
DRIVE ALL THE way
BACK ACROSS
TOWN, ARE YOUT

A FABULOUS
DINNER LIKE THE OMNE
YOU JUST TREATED ME
TO DESERVES AN
EQRUALLY FABULOUS
NIGHT CARP.. OR
DESSERT!




L T WaAS! BUT
THE KIND OF
ERT I HAD IN
EVEN MORE.,

WELL THEM,
WO aM T
TuRN Den

MORE
DESSERT?
HE - B

EXACTLY! AND
HERE'S A LITTLE
TASTE!







WOoW" 1 HAVE TOD SaY
IT'S NOT EVERY DAY
THAT SUCH A BEAUTIFLIL
(OMAN TREATS ME LIKE

THIS ON A FIRST
DATE!

WELL, IF vou
WANT TD GET
TECHMICAL, IT'S OUR
SECOND DATE' OUR
FIRST WaAS YESTERDAY
WHEN YOU BOUSHT AME
COFFEE AFTER HELPIMNG
ME FinD wWHAT T was
LOOKING EOR ON
CAMPLIS!

I MEAN, HOW
COULD I AMOT BE
ATTRACTED TO SLUCH A
HANDSOME MAN WHD
ALSO HAPPEMNS TOD BE SO
HELPFLL AND SO
SENEROUS!

SUESS!
HE HER




HAVE A
Y MICE
'O You
L HERE
ALONET

YOuL
VER
PLACE

NOD, 1 SHARE
IT WITH MY
TEENASEDR
DALIGHTER!

)
TEENASERT
YOUrRE KIDOING!
YOU DOMT LOOK
AMNYWHERE AMEAR

LD EMOU 2
HAVE A DALGHTER
THAT AGE!




INTERRUPTING US
1 TAKE IT7




MIGHT BE BEST IF 4HE
STAYED CLOSER TO
HOME!

THERE ARE A
FEW DETAILS
PERTAINING TO HER
ELIGIBILITY THAT ARE
COMPLICATED, BUT 1
WONT saﬁf
?‘HAT‘

T EOMETHFN'
HaE TO HASKH OUT wn‘u
Ard ADMIE-SHQN5
DEPARTMENT AT
SOME POINT!

-‘NTEE‘EﬁTlNE'




A 8
THE DEAN O
ADMISSIONS
AT PHOEMNIX
STATE!

VOL'RE NOT

THE UNNERS-‘TV. I3
ASSLIAME] C

NOT TusT A
i, BUT THE

FHOEN‘FX dTA“‘E
THAT |

CONCIDENCE!
HEH-HEH!




WELL
DEFINITELY
TO CHAT A
THAT, BUT.. NOT

RIGHT THIS
MINUTE!

AMIND THAT'S MORE
NTERESTING THA
£oLL

U
AND 1T HA
SOMETHING
[

= H
DESSERT!




RIGHT
THIS Way!
"SISSLE®




Later that week...




THANK YOU SO
MUECH EOR DOING TH
PERSON, DAVID! LIHE IVE
TOLR YOU., SHE'S BEEN A
LITTLE SHY ABOUT SOING
OUT IN PUBLIC SINCE THE

BICIDENT!

WELL, SOMETHING
THAT TRALMATIC
HAPPENING TO A YOUNS
PERSOMN CAMN HAVE LONG-
LASTING EFFECTS OM
THEIR SELF ESTEEM'

ESPECIALLY WHEN IT
COMES TO THEIR
APPEARANCE!

I'VE TRIED TO
CONMVINCGE HER THAT
SHE LOOKS JL!

HEH-HEL
ISNT THAT
THE TRUTH?




EV—I
EUT FROM WHAT T

Clnl SEE FROM THESE
PICTURES, SHE SEEMS
LIKE A PERFECTLY LOVELY

I HAD THEM TAKER
EARLIER THIS YEAR! BUT

HAVE THEM TAKEN! BUT
T INSISTED!

SIS T'W
AFRAID YOU'RE
RISHT!

NOWADAY'S,

1 DONT THINK
KIDS ARE HAPPY
WITH PHOTOS OF

THEMSELVES
UNLESS THEYRE

SELFIES!




THIMNGS TO SEMIND
YOou OF..

NOT EXPECTING
YOU. AND SECOND,
SHE KMNOWS NOTHING
ABOUT OUR LITTLE..
FRIENDSHIP!

FRIENDSHIPT,
HUHT THAT 'S
WHAT WE'RE
CALLING ITT




BUT IF YOU'RE A
SO0 BOY TODAY,
T'LL SEE TO T You

GET A VERY 5PE¢:-'AL




HONEYT! CaN
YOU TAKE A
BREAK FOR A FEW
MINUTES? I'D LIKE
TO TaLk WITH
Your

ONE MORE
LAR MOTHER,
AMD T'LL BE
RIGHT OUT!







I DONT THINK TLL
EVER SET Uﬂp T
BEING ABLE TD &
DUTﬁFPE lﬂL-l'\'il:"ﬁ'l'
YEAR LONG! IT'S
AWEﬁOv“E

SWEETHEART,
THERE'S SOMEONE
HERE 1D LKE vOU
TO MEET!




SSASPT YOUL.
YOU DIDNT TELL ME
YOU WERE BREINGIMNG

THIS IS A
FRIEND OF MINE,
LAVID MARTIN! LE'S
THE PEAN OF
ADMISSIONS AT
PHOENIX STATE! &0
HE'S S0T SOMETHING
I THINE YOLULL

WART HEAR!




A THE DEAM OF
ADMIESFDNS AT W I.-M.T
OrE HE FINEST
¢ it THE SOLUT EﬁT
TAND T THINK YOU
ER, FE T F!T AT G‘UE

THE SRIT AsiD
DETERMINATION
YOUVE SHOWN TO
OVERCOME THE
HARDSHIPS VE
D EPITOMIZES
ALITIES WE LOOK
OR IN PROSPECTIVE
STUDENTS!

ABOUT \Du
LAST yEAR A
MU{.‘HPLE 5{:2.:5#:55

COLLEGET

OTHER,




OAMAN YOU ARE, T

E
AMD EXPEDITE ANY AND ALL
PAPERWORK REQUIRED TO SET
YOU ENROLLED FOR -]
FALL SEMESTERS




SWIMM!N& EGHOLJQ{E‘I&H!P ;

Coac,
MINE AND
THAM A £

ME, T 5UE‘E 1c )
com C OACH B«E.R{)Foﬂ‘b
™= DU{:T OFF SOME LI
FINANCIAL AID

[= VHE

SC) C-‘:‘.-AESHIP’

D
AN"# L-'F THIS!




T KnOwW TS A LOT

vEAM' T, T
THiIM THATD BE
A REAL &
IDEA; MOT -E“

OF COURSE!
AND IF YOU M.

ih.w @HE9T10N5 o
NCERNS, TM

PHONE

T CALL Away!




THANK YOU ASAIN SO
MLUECH, DEAN MARTING AMND
WE'LL DEFIANMITELY BE N
ToUCH VERY SOON!

T CERTAIMLY
HOPE SO! T WAS
GREAT TD
FINALLY MEET
YOU, ARIEL!




ARIELT! HE
CALLED ME
ARIEL!

WY Ond
EARTH WOULD
HE CALL ME
ARIELT

BECAUSE..
THAT'S wWHaT T
TOLD HiM YOUR
NANE WAS!

"SAspe
WHY DID vou
DO THAT
MOTHER?!

*SISH! THERE
WERE S0 MANY
REASONS WH'Y,
HONEY, AMD ALL OF
THEA ARE FOR
YOoUR BENEFIT!




HOW couLD
TELLING HIM THAT
I'M my own DEAD
SISTER BENEFIT ME
W ANY POSSIBLE
Way'?




BECAUSE OF THAT
HORRIBLE AT TACK,
YOUVE BEEN FORCED TOD
MASRUERADE AS A SiRL!
AND YOU'VE BEEM SLCH A
SREAT SPORT ABOUT IT!
XCEEDED MY EVERY

EXFECTATION!

KW
TEMPORARY TRIP INTD
WoManHoop 7

THIS WAy, ¥You
WONT HAVE THE
BURDEN OF CONSTANTLY
HaliMG TO EXPLAIN HOW

S0 You ‘I'HIP-K I'I' =

PRETEND '1':9 BE MIEL?
BUT SHE DIED ALMOST A
YEAR ASC! ALL ANYONE
HAS TD DO IS CHECK
THE ggﬂﬁbﬁ




THAN H,dﬂPV To 'FWEAK'
THOSE RECORDS IN ORDER
TO HELP OUT A DEAR
FRIEND!

WHAT
ARE YOU
SAYINGT

ARIEL BRANSON
BIONT B THAT

THOU
MONTHS EE...UPEEATW& N
A PRIVATE FACILIT
UROPE! SH




AND THAT'S ANOT A
PROBLEM. BECAUSE IF
THEY DO, T\ PREPARED TD
Say THAT AFTER THE VICIOUS

BUT.. IE YOU
TELL PEOPLE IT'M
ARIEL, THEN WHAT'S
SUPPOSED TO HAVE
HAPPENED TO YOUR
SON, ALEXT

WHERE AM T ™
ALL THIS, MOTHERT
SOME PEOPLE MISHT
WONDER ABOUT MY
WHEREABOUTS. ..
EVENTLALLY, AT
LEAST!




BUT ALL THIS SEEMS
LEKE SO MUCH TROUBLE

JLIST FOR ME TD 50 TO
COLLESE THIS YEAR! 1 PONT
AIND WAITING, MOTHER' T
REALLY DONT!

TS TIWME F""'P' Yoo 1o
MOVE You

LE LAST YEAR
WASTJN& TIME AT THAT
COMMUNITY COLLEGE
BECUASE ° WANTED TO TAKE
CARE OF ME... AND YOU DiD!
AND NOW TS MY TLIRA
TO TAKE CARE OF YouU!

DO YOU HAVE ANY
EA How CRUEL
PEOPLE CAN BE WEHEN IT

COMES TO TRANSGENDER

PEOPLET I'M\ JUST TR
TO SAVE YOU FROM

THAT, SWEETHEART!

YOU'VE BEEN
THROUSH S0 AMUCH
ALREADY. WY PUT YOU
THR MY AMORE
CUErERIMG 1t e
DONT HavE To?




I.. I HAvE BEEN
PRETTY NERVOLIS
WORDERIMNG WHAT PECPLE
WILL THIAK OF AE WHEN T
START GOING OUT IN PUBLIC
ASAIN! I'VE BEEN DREADING
THE IDEA OF HAVING

¥ AM!

.QELMTANT O
LEAVE THE
HOUSE!

I UNDERSTAMD
THAT COMPLETELY,
DARLING' THAT'S WHY
TELLING EuEFP‘vDuE THAT

YOU'RE AR

s

AROUND HERE
EVER MET ARIEL, SO
THEY'LL BE NONE
THE WISER WHEN

THEY MEET you!




OLLEGE... AND
STAYING HOME TO DO
IT HAS A LDT NAL
APPEAL T
5ED

AND IF T COLLD
GET T
TEAM, THAT WoULD
REALLY MAKE [T
SWEET!

XMACTLY! vou
T WHAT YOUVE
ALWAYS WANTED anD T
SET WHAT ITVE »‘I.-'N‘-"‘—
WANTED...
REMAINING \.J-'ll LD
CLOSE TO ME!




AI'.L R{GHT MOTHER,
E IT A TRY!
EFRD HA S
L L ME ARIEL
.. 1 SUPPOSE T'LL
GET

USED TO M




O, AND WHEN
WE COMNTACT THE
DEAN, CAN WE DO 1T
OVER THE PHONET TUE

GET USED TO
THAT LOOIK,

USH! THAT'S
CERTANLY NOT
SOMETHING T'A

LOOK NG _I{-;mmnp

SMART, AND YOu

ARE, YOU'LL LEARN

TO USE IT TO YOUR
ADVANTASE!




BECALISE MEN,

THINGS LKE YoLu

AND IT NEVER
HURTS TO HAVE
IMPORTANT MEMN

MNOTICE YOU... AND EVEN
BETTER WHEN THEY
WANT TD DO THINGS

FOR Your

IT ISAT! BUT IT'S
THE Wiay OF THE
WORLD, SWEETHEART!
AND WE WOMEN HaVE
TO WO WITH THE
DEAL WE'VE BEEN
ALLOTTED!




Later that night, aFter
“Ariel* has gone to bed...

TODAY.,, WAS A VERY
MONUMENTAL AND
SATISFYING Davy!




LAMMNED WL

IECE OF CAKE!




I Khow T'AA
ALREADY DOUBLE-
POSING HER WITH

HORMONES, BUT SLE'S
STILL A LITTLE

TLL WRITE HER A
ANEW PRESCRIPTION
-rh,.\mmmu THAT EHDULD
HHELP HER LOP A

MO E BEFORE SHE ST
COLLESE! F‘EF-’NITELY 'p:tm\-l'r
{~4

WE TALKED ABOUT!

l-lﬂ-'lM-'l.‘

oupn T




THAT BOY NEEDS
ADTUSTING 1IN
ORDER FOR HM TOD
FiLL ARIELS
SHOES!




ALTERATIONS.




BEFORE TOO
LOMNG, SHE'LL
BE THE DAUGHTER

I'VE ALWAYS
DESERVED!







Several weeks later...
an early June morning...







I JUST
WANTED TO

REMING J OF
OUR APPOINTMENT
LATER T
AMORMING

WELL, IT"S JUST

SURE U WERE
STILL ON BOARD
WATH IT!




I MADE YOU A

PROMISE, MOTHER,
anD T'LL STiCK TO (T!
IT'S AT ELEVEN,
RIGHTT

YES, BUT I HAVE
SOME EEEANDS- ™

RUN BEFORE THEN, SO
IT'D BE EASIER IF YOU
TJUST MET ME THERE!

ARE YOU oAy WITH
THATT

NOT A
PEO!LEM" JUST
LEAVE THE ADDRESS
O 'I'HE KITCHEN
COUNTER AND TLL
SEE YOU THERE!




PERFECT!
HAVE A 00D
AMORAING,
SWEETHEART!




A

= PLE
HOWER,
AND BELA,




IVE TRIED TO
PUT THIS DAY OFF AS
LONG AS T COULD! BUT
LIKE MOTHER KEEPS

AND UNLESS T
WART TO INCLIR HER
WRATH, T'D BETTER BE
AT HER SALON o
TIME WITH A SMILE
ON MY FACES

SHE CLAMS TS
SOME KIND OF RITE
OF PASSAGE. BUT I

THINK [T'S JUST

SOING TO BE A

WASTE OF TIME!




THIMNG FOR
COMPETITVE

MAAM 5!




T'AA ACTLUALLY A LITTLE

SURPRISED MOTHER

HASNT ALREA SO
HOG WILD BLIYIN
CLOTHES FOR ME!

THE FACT THAT
SHE LISTENED TO
ME WEN SIST|
THAT SHE Diby ARD
RESISTED HER PRMAL
URSE TO SHOP IS

T MSISTED

STILL BAFFLING!






Stlon. det Sot
50 and Gethany Wood.

Pleade Dy and weah domelhing
& Llle ledd fpuimpy Dhan gouh
wdual WeAE.

Yo could dee if- any of Thicl's
Dhingd will fi€ youe nowr. Her
boxed ahe in the clodel in the

ARGNE AL

OH MY oD!
SHE STILL HAS
ALL OF AREL'S

CLOTHEST




l-'i.-
OE
MELTDDWN |

H‘DTHEP STIEL
T KMNOW THE
ULL E)(’T 'NT OF AREL'S
ARDEG&E‘ ITS WHY T
VoL UHTE:F‘.ED O B’

RD‘-"I'LJN. S0 40"'5-4.:"-2
[EVER SEE THE W

MOTHER SAID
SUE WA
DONATE EVERYTHI
CAMN IT! WHY THE
HELL WOULD SHE MO
EVERYTHING TO
ARTT O AT




1 BETTER MAKE
DAMN SURE MOTHER
NEVER SEES THE
RACIER OUTFITS IN

THESE BOXES!

l.:




Close to two hours later...

UGk! THAT TODK
R’ BUT 1

FOREVER!

THRE T FINALLY 50T
ALL OF AREL'S
SLUTTIER STUFF
CRAMMED INTD THIS
ONE BOx!

OMNCE 1 PILE
SOME THINGS On
TOP OF IT AND SLIDE
TO THE BACK OF MY
CLOSET MOTHER WILL




SSISH™. BUT NOW
IVE OhLY 50T LITTLE
AMORE THAM AN HOUR TD
SHOWER, THROW SOME
cLO;H‘ES OM AND SET MY




Not too much later, =
just aFter eleven...




SIS TS
AFTER ELEVEN 1
SWEAR, T THOUSHT
THAT CHILD WAS MORE
RESPONSIBLE
THAN THIS!




ARIEL
BRANSONT
'™ READY
FoR You!

|

O, T'M NOT
ARIEL, I'M HER
MOTHER ARIEL IS
RUMMG A BIT
LATE, T'M\
AFRAID

AND WHAT DO
YOU MEAN YOU'RE
READY FOR HERT HER
APPOINTMENT IS
SUPPOSED TD BE
WITH BUTH! WHERE
15 SHET?




I'M SORRY! RUTH HAD
TO CALL IN Sick THIS
AMORMIMGE! T'A HER NIECE,
CHLOE, AMD I'LL BE TaAKIMG
CARE OF YOUR DAUSHTER
TODAYL. WHEN SHE SETS
HERE!




BEING .L-ATE

I'M SO
SORRY I'M LATE
MOTHER!

HERE, YOUMS LADY!




20,12 THiS

k4 RST
TIME TO olUR
SALONT

ITs
ACTUALLY MY
FIRST TIME N
AN SALOW!

WELL THEM,
TLL JTUST HAWE
TO MAKE YOUR VISIT
EXTRA SPECIAL, S0
YOULL WanT TO
KEEP COMING
BAack!




IF SHE WERE
ALWAYS E0MNG TO
BE MY STYLIST, ID

OTHER DAy’




DID RUTH SIVE YOU
THE INFORMATION T
GAVE HERT BECAUSE T HAVE
SOME VERY SPECIFIC
IDEAS OF WHAT T WANT
DonE!

YEAH, SHE DID!

CHLOE TODAY?




YEAL, LIKE,

I CAMN THINKE
STRAIGHT WITH
THOSE N AY
FacE! Wow!/




Wiy DONT
YOU 50 DO SOME
SHOPPING, AMOM,
'CALISE THIS 1S
GONMA TAKE A
WHILE!

YOUR SO0N-TO-

BE EVEMN MORE
GORSEOUS
DAUSHTER HERE WiLL
TEXT ¥OU AS SOOMN
AS WE'RE DONE..
PROMISE!




O T WILL,
PROMISE!




HMPH! DONT
THIMKE EOR & MIMUTE
THAT I CANT SEE THE
Wy YOU'RE OSLING
THAT HAIRDRESEER,

MY DEAR!

BUT DON'T YOU
WORRY! BY THE TWIE
ALL THIS IS SAD AND

ALOMG THAT FROMT
WILL BE A THIANG OF
PAST!

LB




S0, DID ¥OU HAVE ANY
Say IN WHAT YOUR
MOTHER LAD PLANNED
FOR YOU TOD&Y?

O, HONEY, T
ALWAYS HAVE
SOMETHING ELSE
I AAIRDY!




JUST ST
LET ME DO amY
MAsIC!

UMM, DONT

FIRST TIME!

TRUST ME,
DARLINT T'LL TAKE




About an hour
and a half later...




FAVORITE KIND
OF RESPOMWSE!

1 LD WO IDEA
I COULD LOOK S0...
SO BEAUTIFUL!

YOU WERE
BEAUTIFUL BEFORE
YOU WALIKED IN THAT

DOOR, SWEETIE! T
TJUST MADE IT A BIT
MORE OBVIOUS!

NOW, WHY DONT
YOoU TEXT YOUR
MOTHERT




A Few minutes later...







YOURE

REALLY
OKAY WITH
e




WELL, WE'LL BE
SLURE TO DO
THAT.. F RUTH'S
LN ABLE!

ALONGE, HOMNEY!
WE STILL HAVE A
LOT TO DO
TODa:

ot

REMEMBER
WHAT T Sab,

DARLIN. .
AMNYTIME!







BUT YOLMRE
JUST /9 THERE'S A
WORLD OF
DIFFERENCE

BETWEEN |9 AND 22
THESE Davys!

YES, 1 CAN SEE
WHAT A 5000
INFLUENCE SHE IS,
TEACHING YOU HOW
TO TALK 153“6!.’ T
AAE

I THOUSHT YoUuD
BE HAPPY TO SEE ME
MAKING FRIENDS WITH
SOMEONE WHO BRINGS
OUT Ay JEEM-‘H!NE
SIDE!




I'M SORRY,
AMOTHER
I DIDNT
MEAN TO BE
DISRESPECTFLUL
TO ¥yOLI 1 JUST
THOUGHT... !

YOU JTUST 50T
LLAGHT LP
THE EXCITEMENT
OF EXPERIENCING
NEW THINGS,
SWEETIE! T
UNDERSTAND!

DON'T WANT YOU TO
GET OVERWKHELMED!

YOU HAVE PLANNED
FOR US THIS
AFTERNOONT

WELL, T THOUSHT
WE'D HAVE A LATE
LUNCH AT THIS

SHOPPING!




THE SALON WAS
TUST A START/
WHAT YOU MNEED
ANOW 1S5 A NEW
WAaARDROBE

NECESSARYT




A couple of hours later, at a

patio bistro at the other end
of the mall..







AND COULDNT
WE HAVE WaImED
UNTIL S0T
HOME BEFORE
MAKING ME DO A
AMARATHON ™
HigH HEELST

1 WOULD HARDLY
CALL THOSE HIGH
HEELS, DEAR' THEY'RE
WEDGES C

RELATIVELY LOW
OMNES AT THAT!

. MAKE THOSE
SWIMMER LESS OF
YOURS LOOK EVEN
MORE FABULOUS!




YEAH, ASOUT THE
LEGS... AND
EVERYTHING ELSE ON
ME THAT'S bHcD\-\.lHu (= ]=]
1 REALLY HAVE TO WEAR
AN CUTEIT LKE THIS
MY FIRST DAY OUTT?

I COULDNT
BEAR TO SEE ¥
IN THOSE H‘OREF&LE
TEANS AND TOR OAJI
?E!CCW'C’ J'-CNGEE’
ou
THIS WAy, '_‘-u'_'l "FET
Usegp 1O M

OH, LOoow!
THERE'S A
PERFECT TABLE
RIGHT OVER




TUST THE
RISHT BALAMCE




SN ou
THIS SKIZT! AR
YOU TJTUST AJOW
ASKINGT




DIDNT You
TELL ME
SO0ONER,
MOTHERT

DH ICDULDPME

BEST ACHIEVED THROUSH
EXPERIENCE!




VER LICE THAT

R EXPERIENCING
MBAREASSMENT OF
LR LITTLE D LAY

LES
LEARMNED!
S0 MUCH TO

ABOUT BEI

QLICKER 7O
THE BETTERS







THAT CHICK
OWER THERE TUS
AS.

E
NE

TELL YoU, IT Wis O
EPEGTACEJLAR

ASS




ANYTHING! WHICH
CHICK YoU
TALKING ABOUTT

HE HOT
ONE OVER
THERE, SITTING
ACROSS FROM
THE MILEY

O, THAT ONE!
THINE SHE DID 1T
ON PURPOSET

WHO CAREST
ALL T KMNOW IS

APPETITE FOR
MORE!







A litte later, aFter lunch...

S
g
Lt




\ALL

BEOWDED &
HARDLY THE PLACE =
ME TO E MY FIRST

EXCURSION INTD A
PLA - WOMEN










YOU'RE JTUST SOWNA
K P TO HER, A

SATIONT

DO THATT







HESE MEW P.r;E'E'CED
EARS J’-F'ET STARTIMG

SISH™ MY

HURT, MY FE
ACHE AND PRETTY
AMUCH ANYONE WD

NOT THE MOST
AUSPICIOUS START
TO MY NEW LIFE
AS ARIEL!



L, EVEMN THOUSH
IWVE KNOWN EOR
MONTHS THAT THIS DAY
WAS COMNG, T NEVER
DELHDE{: MYSELE INTD THINKING
B0 OFF WITHOUT AT LEAST
OA.I’E OR TWO OR FOLBTEEN
HITCHES! T'W WNOT THAT

BUT I REALLY
THOUSHT MOTHER
WOULD AT LEAST TRY
AMND EASE ME INTOIT
INSTEAD OF TOSSING
ME HEAD FIRST INTD
THE GI@LY END OF
THE POOL!

THAT S MOTHER,
THOUSH... NEVER ONE
DO TO ANYTHING AT
HALF SPEED! "FLILL
THROTTLE AHEAD”
HAS ALWAYS BEEMN
HER MOTTC!




AND LIKE SHE
SAID, THE BEST
Wiy TO LEARMN AEW
THINGS IS THROUGH
EXPERIENCING
THEM!

S0 1 BUESS IT'S
TIME FOR AME TD
STOP HIDING OLT AT
THE HOUSE AND TD
GET OUT AND START
EXPERIENCING
“ARIEL'S" LIFE!

BECALISE MOTHER
DESERVES TO W
DAUSHTER TO RE
O




EKCHSE AME, MISS! T
HOPE WE'RE NO

INTRUDING "R AT HIN
THAT, BUT YOU LOCW REAL
FAMILIAR! DID WE i-u.,e ANY
CLASSES T

HUHT! UMM,
CLASSEST

SEMES E AdL

ﬂ J’UNFﬂQ OVER Tl-fll'.E

ARl 1 UC)EJLD SWEAR
e

OH, Uit

OH SHIT! ™

THESE ‘.I’Wﬂ oLr
COME FROMT HAVE THE
BEEMN HERE THE WHOLE
TIMET DID THEY SEE MY

LITTLE PANTIE FALIX PAST

s THAT WHY THEYRE
EALLY HERET

SHIT, SHIT,

SHIT! WHERE
THE HELL IS
MOTHERT!




b éEE AT.

51‘.J'STLE H-W'T
a.bASTH\.T Maan 2




READY TO
LEAVET ACTUALLY WE
TUST GOT HERE A
= UTES BEFORE WE
= aur THOUSHT WED
STOP OEF FOR AN ICED
MOCHA OR SOMETHING
BEFORE HEADING BACK
TO CAMPUS!

e T e e
NOT YOUR BOYERIEND!
HEL-HEH!

UM, AMD... T'MW
HERE WITH AdY
MOTHER, DOING A BIT
OF SHOPPING! BUT
WE'LL PROBABLY BE

SO THEY DIDN'T
SEE MY CLUMSY
PANT Y AMANELWVER!
THAAK GOD! AT LEAST
I'N SPARED THAT
HUMILIATION!







I OBVIOUSLY HAD
NDTI-HNG T DO WITH
IT! MY NAME WAS ALL
MY MOTHER'S IDEA!

EIGELE

BE BLOWN
AWIIV IE YOU KMEW
TUST HOW MLUCH OF
EV.ERWHIN{, YOoU SEE
FRONT OF YOU wWas
MOTHER S IbEA!




I oioNT... 1
MEAN, THEY

= CAME
OVER, AND...




T YET, M A,
BUT AFTER T
GRADUATE. ..

HOPEFULLY! IT'S
AMILY

KIND OF A F
TRADITION!

CHARLES
BECKHAM, TR,
MAMMA! MY FRIENDS
CALL CHAZ! AND
THIS IS ALY FRIEND,
RUDY DOLITTLE!

DALUSHTER Was
OMECONE ELSE, BUT WHEN
APPROACHED HER T WAS
PLEASANTLY EUEPEF5ED
TO SEE THAT T wi
MfSTAk‘EN"

5M-9-:1' TH
Tom

NGUE LIKE
THAT SOUNDS LIKE
IT BELONSS TO
B\ SOMECNE N LAW
SCHOOL!




THAT
WOULD BE MY
FATHER ARD

GRANDEATHER,
AAABAT BUT T'AA

THEN WOLLD
THAT MAKE YOU ONE
oF THE EL.KHM'\.:? oF
THE BECKIHAM
HAM AW F-‘RM THAT
OLCUPIES A R,

HANDSOME
AND

AMBITIOUS...
MNOTHIMNG WRORNS
WITH THAT,
=2 T ARIELT




STILL HAVE PLEN
SHOPPING TO

UGH! YOU HAD TO
PUT IT THAT W
T . MOTE
AT LEAST T
Us oUT OF
HERE!

T I THIR ITD
BE EASIER IE WE
TAKE ALL OUR




N ND, NGO, DEAR! YOLS

STAY HERE AMND FINISH
YOUR DRINK! T'LL TRKE THE
BAGS TO THE CAR WITH THE
HELP OF THIS STRAPPING
'OLING AMAaN!

OUTSTANDING
il S AND TLL STAY
HERE AND KEEP ARIEL
COMPANY! HELP THE
LADY OUT, RUDY!







HUHT WY
STORYT

ME
MY PARENTS HAD
WAS DRINKING
THEMSELVES
NTD A STUPOR
By Day!

' SOoRRY!

THAT HaD TO
BEEN TOLIGH

YOU SROWIMNG

! AN
SIBLINGST?

I Was ThHE
ONE LUCKY
ENOUSH TO EMNDURE
THOSE TWO! AT
LEAST LM THEY
FINALLY DIED A
FEW YEARS ASD!




EVERYTHING!

1 :«E:‘f{syg g g:r

ERIEMND!




&
YOU I *—'II: UNEMJ'ABLE
TION OF BEING & -rHIﬂD

CED A
D-\LJ:.. IT‘: . YOLFVE BEE
'F IDSETY AND
UN'CQMF:?E‘TABLE ALA T A
J I:'NEL‘\I" L-GL‘U




QiAY, FINE! EHAZ

S MA
I'M NOT! Wy
E TALKING
ABOUT THIS

WBNT TD SPARE YOl
THE EMBARRASSMENT
OF S0IMG THROUSH IT
ASAIN! WHICH ONE OF
You DROVE HERE
TOREYT

LAAA,
HE DD

WiHATT T'A

TJUST GOME TO
BITCH HIMT




SIS, FINE,
Il PO [T! BUT
HEW AM T SOMMA,
GET HOME?

I'LL caLL You
AN DBER... A
REALLY MICE ONE!
HOW'S THAT

SOUNDT

WY ARE
YOU DoiNG
THIS,

ARITWAYT




LET'S JUST Say
T'td TRYING TO HELP
MY DALSHTER FOSTER
NEW FRIENDSHIPS!
THAT'S ALL!




oM

5 10 Pid .-1\_::;47 STATE




YOU TOOK A YEAR

o
&T]
U\-T:d- E AErE;. i
MY OWN! IF T 60 INTD
AMUCH MORE DETAIL, T )
SLIP UP AND SAY
SOMETHING REALLY
STUPID!

1 NEED TO
FiMD A Wiy TO
STOF HIM FROM
INTERROGATING

LTI
MO TI-EF GETS
Ba,




WHATE\.«EE' ALL T NEED
IS TD GET MiA TALKIN,
ABOUT HIMSELE

-‘NG !

LAPP"
BEA UTrF‘u.. camf.
ANYTE




MOTHER'S ALSO TOLD
ME TS WPORTANT TOD
SMH.E AMND LEAN FORWNARD

.«"I-'EN I'MA LI"-»TE‘HIINL: TO A GUY

TALK! I SUESS (TS TD ‘-HL‘.‘W
THAT I'M WTE#ESTED AMD
PaviING ATTENTION TO
WHAT HE'S SaYIMG!

OH, T HAVE ALL

SO
QUESTIONS! WHAT ARE
STUBYING AT PSUT
YOU &ROW UP IN THE
PHOE-‘WX AREAT DO YOU
HEE ARy -SEOTH'EQQ or
TERS T AnY

LIindG
AT LEAST UnNTIL
AMOTHER SHOWS

LL LET ME
AMNSWER THE MOST
IMPORTANT ONE FIRST.
N, T DO NOT CURRENTLY
HAVE A SIBLFRIEND OUT
THERE SOMEWHERE!
HEH-HEM!




Vi
ANSWER T
PROBABLY

AOT HER!




Ran info Mike near Food
court, Thought you'd
want alone time to score
so catching ride home

with him. Good luck,
dude!




BUT, HOW 8M T
[ 5-bP‘F‘G§-ED TO GET

HOMET DIDNT
TEaVE W A

I't SUIRE THAT
NG MAN WILL &

A RIDE HOME IF
A-I—J{ HIAA NFL.ELV

EUT MOTHER, 1
DOW'T KMOW IE T
CAN

LOOK! T DONT HAVE
TIVME FOR HAND-
HOLDING! TUST

REMEMBER WIHO YOoU

ARE, ARIEL, AND voU
Do JUST FFNE r

I.. I'LL TRY.
MOTHER'

GO0P &iRL! T'LL
SEE YOU AT




PERFECT! SHE AMAY
BE UPSET ABOUT BEMGS
PUSHED LIKE THIS, BUT

IT'S THE ONLY WaY
SHE'LL LEARN TO SIWiIAM/S

HEH-HEH!




FIRE AWy
ALL ABOUT
FAVORS FOR
BEAUTIFLUL
LADIES!

YOLf NEED A
RIDE HOME! NO'




THANK YOU SO
MUCH T 4AaTE TO
PUT YOU AMND YOLIR
FRIEND OUT LIKE
THIS!

LiKE 1 saIb, iIT'S
AMNOT PUTTIMNG AME
OUT AT ALL! aND

TEXTED ME AND SAID

HE'S HOOKED LIP WITH
SOME OTHER FRIENDS
WHO'LL SET HIAA
HOME!

S0, 1 BUESS
TS TUST vou
AMD ME... TWD

PECOPLE WLIO BOTH

SOT DITC

CMIEE.?ATwa-
-|' EE_P
L-ELI -




WELL THAT WAS
EASY! 1 SHOULDN'T BE
SURPRISED, THOL
CONSIDERIMNG THE
CHAZ HAS BEEN
LOOKING AT ME THIS
WHOLE TIME!

ASUSL MOTHER
WAS RIGHT.,. AS

AS ALEX!

THISLL STILL TAKE
SOME GETTING USED
TQ, BUT IT'S 6000 TO
KMNOW THET BERG A
SIRL DOES HAVE TS
PERKS!

WELL, I
ALL DOME HERE,
SO WHICH Way

15 YOUR CAR
PAREDT







SREAT!
THAT'LL SIVE US
PLENTY OF TIME
TO SET TO kNOW
EACH OTHER!




Several hours later...







BECAUSE I'M UPSET,
MOTHER AFTER YOU
INDONED ME AT THE

ABA
AALL, T WS FORCED TO
SPEND THE WIHOLE
AFTERNOON WITH A GLY! 4
GLIY WHO WANTED TO
KNOW EVERYTHING
ABOUT AE!




T DON'T EVEN

ABOUT M
LEAST WHO T
SUPngED ™

I KMNOW WEVE
GONE DVEJ? .-\.w

ANEW H
'."E\fEP-‘ll- TIMEﬁ. 5
T READY Ti

e biind To 2
SITUATION LI<E
THAT!

BE

THROWN INTOT
YQU Tnuuc J LEFT

HERE
QELFBEEATELY?




WELL IT ALL

UP LIKE THIS, AND THEN, AS
SO0 AS SOME SUY

STARTS SAIFFING
AROUND, VOl DISAPPEAR
AR J-Em ME WITH

FORGIVE ME
IE 1 THINE YOU
MIGHT HAVE AN
ULTERIOR
MOTIVE!

LLTERIOR
YES...




IF ALL GOES WELL,
CaLLEt;E 1‘;:-0 II.?;:?FE:N TWO
MONTHS! COLLEGE! A PLACE

WHERE YOU'LL BF SURROLNDED
BY THOUSANDS OF PEOPLE, MEMN
AND WOMEN, STUDENTS AND
PROFESSORS, WHO'LL WANT
TO KNOW ALL ABOUT
your

ML'F-'EL‘:
MEA
RE_}!UE:’ETAT!N& 'I'l-f

YOU NEED TO LVE AND
EMBRACE THIS NEW LIFE
THAT'S BEEN SIVEN TD
YOU OR IT WiLL ALL
FALL APART

AROUND US!




AS FOR HOW YOU
LOOK... N MY EYES
YOU ARE NOT ONLY MY
DAUGHTER, BUT ALSO A
BEAUTIFLL YOUNS
WOMAN! FORSIVE ME IF 1
TUST WANT THE REST
OF THE WORLD TO SEE
YOU as T Do




AND T REALLY AMND
TRULY Wi 1 H;
F"L IN\ED TL-llb

DE-&PERATEI.V TRYING TO &
ONE OF MY PATIENTS WHO
HAD LAPSED INTD A
DEPRESSIVE
PSYCHOSIS!

I EOEW
MOTHER
C"DHJT H'AV?

BECAUSE SHE REMINDS
ME VERY MLICH OF
YOU... OR wWHo You

COULDVE

BECOME!




YOU SEE, LIKE
YOU, SHE Wi
ALSO W A HORRIBLY
DISFIGURING
ACCIDENT! ALTHOUSH THE
SURGERIES HEALED HER...
PHYSICALLY, SHE WAS i
STILL LEFT WiTH DEEP &
EMOTIONAL i
SCARS!

HER DEEP-SEATED
DEPRESSION
DREOVE LER FRIENDS
AND FAMILY MAEY,
LEAVING HER ALONE

THAT IE IT WEREANT
FOR THE SUPPORT

SYSTEM TVE
PROVIDED, ¥YOU COULD
VERY EASILY HAVE
ENDED UP LIKE
HER!




EVER
FORGIVE MET




NOW, Wiy
PONT YOU 50
PUT Awiay THE
REST OF YOUR

ThIMGS WHILE T

UsS SOME







Later, aFter dinner...

T THAT'S
NOT THE PART 1
WIlATED TO
TALK ABOUT!




NO, T WaNT
TO TALK MORE
ABOUT W ¥

WHY? BECALISE
AFTER YOU LEFT I
HAD TO SPEND THE

WHOLE

AFTERNOON

WITH cHaz!

Wiy DID THAT
UPSET vYOUT waAS
HE RUDE OR
OBNOXIOUS
TOWRRD YOUT

WELL... NOI HE
WAS ACTUALLY
ICE,

VERY Al




MAYBE HE
THOUSHT YO WERE
INTERESTING! TUST
WHAT BIP YOU TWO

TaLK ABOUTY

HE was
ONLY MICE TO
ME BECALSE OF
THE way I
LOOKEDS

NO.., OF
COURSE MNOT!

BUT IT was
O8VIOUS HE THOUSHT
Iwas,. ATTRACTIVE! 1

AEAN, WHY ELSE
WOULD SOMEDOME LiKE
THAT WANT TO
SPEND TIME WITH
MET




WELL... HE
ASKED A LOT OF

WHICH MEANS HE
WANTED TD S&8T TO
A vou aE-r
WHICH 15 A 500D THING!
ITe THE FIRST STEP N
MBKING NEW FRIENDS...
SOMETHING YOU'RE
SORELY LACKING!

I ENOW THAT,

S "'FHER. BUT I
CANT KNG OF
‘FE.'END" CHAZ |5
LOOKING FOR!

M OTHEP'




I D T SEE
-.-.'H AT THE PROBLEM

MOTHER!
STOP [T! vou
KhOW PERFECTLY
WELL W'Y THAT
CAN'T HAPPEN!

AND... ACTUALLY T
DONT, WHICH 15

IT CAN HAPPEN!




AOTHER,

I waAsS A BOY FOR OVER
EISHTEEN YEARS! 1
CANT TUST DISMISS

I ENOW HOow
MUCH YOU MiSS
ARIEL AND THAT WE
ASREED THAT ME
"BECOMING" HER WAS
THE BEST COURSE OF
ACTION FOR BOTH
OUR CONCERMS!

BUT I CAN'T
TJUST FLIP A
SWITCH AND TJUMP
INTD HER LIFE THE

YOU IWANTY




3 UMDEHSTA MD

PEOPLE, YOL'RE
RELE.FCTANT TO LET 60 OF
THE PAST AND
t.‘ONFUSED ABOUT
YOUR FUTURE!

BUT I'™M AMCT

NO, OF COURSE
YOURE NOT! BUT LET
ME SIVE YOU A FEW

MEW LIFE!




SHOW AW INTEREST 1N
SIRLS AT ALLT?

WUHILE YOUFRE
{0V T ALL

T X IS &

TAKEN CROM US IN ﬂ U«*CFWS
ATTACK! HE MAY COME BACK
SOMEDAY, BUT C.}l? THE
MOMENT HE'S FAR AANAY 1M
EUROPE, UNDESD

REHABILITATION!

WHOEVER HE t‘u"ﬂﬁ

CONTRIBUTED T
ORLD 1S O HOLD..
SUSPENDED
AMIAAT ION!

YOL'RE ARIEL
AMD YOU HMVE
EM RACE HER
WANTS AND NEEDS,
AT LEAST UNTIL IT'S
TIVME TO CHANGE
Back!

T KMNOW T
DIEFRCLILT Ar
STRANGE FOR

YOUu, BUT ITS TH&




YOU AmAaY BECOME A
AAN ASAIN SOMEDAY,
BUT RIGMT ANOW YOU'RE A
VIBRANT YOLING
WOMAN, ONE WHD HAS &
UI-JI.J..: OPPORTUNITY TO TAKE

UNHAPPV F\q ST'

YOU SAID IT WAS
TOO HARD™ TO ADAPT

AND LISE THAT TO
DETERMINE WHERE

TRY AND
AN OPEN
MIND, AND LET ANY
AND ALL AEW
EXPERIENCES AND

EMOTIONS BE
YOLR SLIDE!




Now T
__REALIZE THAT
I:'.rl:-':‘.":-"I'HINE- JU
C AMaAay BE TOO
WF.C«..ULT FOR you TO
PROCESS, SWEETE! BUT
DONT FOR A MINUTE
i< THAT T EXPECT
OU TO RESPOND TO
ANY OF IT RIGHT
ANOwW!

TAKE A FEW
LL, THEN,

J-lEP\. VOURE READY,

A ANOTHER

O FROM THERE!

oLsD

T
DEAR IT 7U5T
-\DT'-'ER 0055

1 THink T
SOUNDS VERY
DOABLE, MOTHER! 1

UNDERSTAND
EVERYTHING YOU'VE TOLD

ME BUT T STILL I\.EFD
5\_'.‘ME TIME TO REALLY
LET IT SINKC IN!
AN YOU FOR
VNG ME THAT

TWAE!




AND 1
THINE TLL

ANWHILE BEFORE
BED! 500D

AIGHT,
MOTHER!

NOW IF YOULL
¥ ISE ME, T HAVE
= RAL Dy
WORTH OF WORK
TO CATCH LR OnE

SO0
ANSHT
SWEE THEART!
Il SEE You
IN THE
MORMING!




AN THAT TVE




Later...

HMPH! MOTHER AMAaY
SAY SHE WANTS ME TO
L4

OH WELL, IT
IS COMEY! AND
IS NOT LIKE

ANYONE ELSE IS
GONMA SEE ME

N T




THER ASAIN,
I DON'T THINK

BETTER YET, IF
WE WERE BOTH
WEARING SOMETHING
ALONG THESE LINES...
WOW!! THATS
CERTAINLY A DIRECTION
ID LIKE TO 60 IN!
"SIGGLE"




CONSIDERING HOW
CHILLY MOTHER WA
TOWARD CHLOE AT THE
SALON TODAY, TLL PROBABLY
HAVE TO SCHEDULE ALL MY
APPOINTMENTS FROM
NOW ON IF T WANT HER
TO KEEP DONG ME!

DOME ANy
HAMR AND AMAKELP,

THA

"GASSLE!™




MAYBE T'LL
EVEM CALL
TOMOBROW....
SET UP SOMETHING
FOR NEXT WEEK...







HEY THERE,
SLEEPY

HEAD!




MOTHERT!
I DOs
THINK 50!




oLt ot

E WEARIN 1
HAVE A PRETTY
SOOD IDEA




oK MY 50D!
BEST.. DREAM.,
EVER!




WH... WHAT
ARE YOU
DOINGT

I'M ABOUT TO
SHOW YOU ONE
OF THE BEST
THINGS ABOUT BEIN
A GIRL, DARLIN SO

JUST LIE BACK
ARD ENTOY!







OHHH! TVE
NEVER FELT
ANYTHING LIKE
THAT BEFORE!

THEN YOLU'RE
SONBA LOVE TUHE




*SASP/* CH...
CHAZIT WHERE...

WHAT.. WHAT ARE
YOU DOING HERET!

WHY I"Ad LERE TO
SHOW YOU THE VERY'
BEST PART OF BEIMG A

SRl ARIEL! T ME...
WHAT YOU'VE EXPERIENCED
S0 FAR |15 NOTHING
COMPARED TD WHAT
"'-"OU‘EE:.E!gQUT T







WHATD T
TELL YOUT THE
BEST FEELING
IN THE WORLD,

RISHTT













WHEW! IF T CAN

FOR THE SWilWA TEAM
TRYOUTS N A FEW
WEEKS!

IT SURE
DOESNT HLURT
THAT I'VE BEEN

WBKING UP THE LAST
FEW AMORMIMGS WITH
A DE?PEME NEED

A
SHOWER!




SSIGHT WISH T
COULD REME
DETAILS OF
DREAMS T \JE ﬂ-El'-N
AV NG, CALISE
THEYRE OBVIOUSLY
ABOUT SEX!

AAE AN, WiHY
EL5E WOuULD 1 BE
WlIKING LUP S0
DAMMN RESTLESS. ..
AND HORNYT







LIKE THIS IS
LubicroUS!




THE FACT THAT WE
HAVE TO SEHUFFLE OUR
WVES JTUST BECAUSE SOME
B 'MBER DECIDES
TO LEAVE A Day EARLY FOR
THEIR WACATION N BALT 15
ASININE, AND YOU
KMNOW !

THAT DOESN'T
HELR DAVE! NOT
ONE LITTLE
arr}







HARDLY!
I'VE BEEM
SETTING UP
EARLY THE LAST
FEW Day's AND
GETTING SOME
L& IN?

I BOUSHT IT
YESTERDAY!
WANTED SOMETHING

TTLE A

WHAT T BE WEARIMNG
O THE SWIM TEAM
TO PRACTICE N DO
YOU LikKE IT?




WELL, T'AA
AFRAID T WoON'T
BE ABLE TO S0 WITH
YO
YOU MEET

(OURE
UNCOMFORTABLE
SOIMG ALONE, 1
CAN CALL HIM AND
RESCHEDULE!

PLEAS,
PONT D

ToDAY

ARD T'AA
GETTING A
LOT MORE

CONFIPENT IN
SOING OUT AN
DOING THIMN
ONE, SO T'LL
BE JUST
FINE!




WELL, AL
RISHT.! BUT SEE TD
IT vOU SET A FULL

TOUR OF THE WHOLE
PLIS AFTER YOUR
MEETING WITH T
CEan!

TLL WAMT
TO HEAR ALL
ABOUT IT WHEN










HELLO,
PAVIDT IT'S
AONA! HOW

ARE wour

TLAT'S
SWEET OF
You To
Sav!

CAME UP AND T
WON'T BE COMING
WITH ARIEL
TODAY!

T KMoW..
ME TOO! BUT

T'LL AMAKE IT UP
TO YOU THIS
WEEKEND... T

PROMISE!







Later that day on the
Phoenix State University

NOW THAT
WE'VE 80T vOU
RESISTERED, THE
REST |5 A PIECE
OF CAKE,
ARIEL.

LASS
EMNROLLMENT IS
ALL ONLINE AND
wOU CAM DO IT
FROM HOME!




IVE ALSO
CONTACTED CUR
SWIMMING CoACH
80 ou, SO S
I CANT TELL
YO HOW MUCH 1
AT ¥

THINK
NOTHING IT
ARIEL! TS MY
PLEASURE!

( w'

\
\

Mllen




MORE THAN
ANYTHING!

| ./I ) I jlis

ﬂ;-
7 il
i




» (| AER g You pIp?
ISR OH, THAT IS SO

AWESOME OF
=




YEAM, WE
MET A
COUPLE OF
Days ASO!




EXTRA




THEM IF YOoU
ALL

JUST GIVE ME A
cALL!

I WALL! AND

THAMNE YOL

AGAIN, DEAM
MARTIN

s

-

M

==
.

J




50, AM T SUPPDSED
TO BELIEVE THAT ALL
THIS IS TUST ONE BIG

COINCIDENCE7

HEY! THE
DEAM TLJMT
CALLED AND SAID
WANTED US TO SIVE A
NEW STUD A
TOUR, B—' J‘I' |M_— Hap

NO
'.-'\-'I:GE Tl-l.ﬂ‘l'
TUDENT!

REALLYT




£ { YOUR Way
AROUND THAT MALL,
1 ngg.'fﬂ!m.







THIS |5 THE
SUY WHO
1 ANGRILY
ACCUSED MOTLER
oF TRYING TO FIX
ME UP wWITH!

ALL coOsTS!

1 FISURED (=]
START WITH THE
IO AnD
R OUR Wiy




D WE'LL
BY THE




BUT THERE'S
._Ohj_E Y 5 ELSE

THIS
DIFFERENT.




BECAUSE IT'M
MNOT SLIRE F IT'S
SOMETHING T
SHOULD BE oxAY
WITH OR SOMETHING
I SHOULD BE VERY
AFRA

o oF!




ARIEL?
ARIEL, HOWEY,

Later that afterncon...




YE'.’D. N‘-DTHER'

MY DAYT HOW WAS
YOURST DID THE

REGISTERED AND
GIVE &DU A TouR

HAD TO SWVE ME
THE TOUR!

REALLYT
AND WHG Tl
HE SET TO DO

THAT? SOMEONE

OMPETENT,
I HOPE!

TSI TN




KAEW! REMEMBER THE
TWO SUYS FROM THE
OTHER

YOU MEAN
THE BECKHAM
BOY AMD HIS
FRENDT

YES! IT TURMNS
OUT THE DEAN |5
THE FACLLTY
SPONSOR OF THEIR
FRATERNITY AMND ASKED
THEM TO TAKE ME ON
THE TOUR, TOTALLY
UANAWARE THAT WE
ALREADY KNEW
DTHER!

WHAT A LOVELY
COINGCIDENCE! T DO
LIKE THAT YOUMS AAN!
N FACT, T WOULDN'T AMIND
IT IF YOU TWO STARTED
SPEMDIMNG MORE TIWE
TOGETHER!




SOMETHING T
WANTED TD TaLk
TO YOU ABOUT,
MOTHER!

OH! DI HE .
ALREADY ASH YOU
ouT? IF THAT'S TUE
OUTEIT YOU WORE
TODAY, T'M NOT
SU HSED! LL

WELL, WE DID
ASK ME TO A
PARTY LATER
THIS WEEK, BUT
1 sap NO.

ABOUT RIGHT
MO

SIGE™
FINE! THEN




IT'S, UAMMAA.,

ABOUT vOUR
EXPECTATIONS OF ME...
AS YOUR DAUGKHTER, AMD

HOW T THIAE THEY Ay

BE A LITTLE

UNBEALISTIC!

UNREALISTICT
WHAT I THE
WORLD ARE +OU
TALKTANG ABOUT,
DEART JUST LOOK
AT YOURSELF.

WHAT MORE
COULD A MOTHER




Do YOU HEAR
YOURSELF, MOTHERT
T'VE BEEM FEMALE FOR
LESS THAN A YEAR AR
YOU'RE ALREAD
ME BEING MARRIED OFF
AND LIVING HAPPILY
EVER AFTER!

WELL WHAT
MOTHER
WOLILDNT WaNT
THAT FOR LER
DALIGHTER? IT'S
OmdlY NATLIRAL!

ESIGH™ AT
LEAST YOURE NOT

WELL!

AND WY
SHOULDAN'T 17 DOWN'T
YOU THINK T'D BE A

WONDERFLIL
ESRANDMOTHERT

L
KMOW PERFECTLY
WELL THAT T
CANT SVE YOoU
by




MOTHERT YOU'RE A
DocTOR! YOU KMNOW
PERFECTLY WELL THAT SEXUIAL
REASSIGNMENT SURSERY TUST
RECONSTRUCTS FEMALE SEX
ORGAMS FROM (TS MALE
COUNTERPARTS! I DOWNT HAVE A
FEMALE REPRODUCTIVE
SYSTEM!

THAT WOULD BE

NOTHING LEFT
RECONSTRUCTION ! SO WE
WENT WITH AN EXPERIMENTAL,
CUTTING-EDGE
ALTERNATIVE!

WHAT
ALTERNATVET

TRANSPLANTS! NOT ONL
WERE THE SURGEONS ABLE ‘I‘J
GIVE YOU A SET OF ACTUAL, NOT
RECONSTRUCTED, FEMALE SEXLIAL
ORSANS, THEY ALSO SAVE YOU A
SET OF FLLLY FUNCTIONAL
REPRODUCTIVE ORGANS
AS WELL!




: =
SERIOUS
%

LR
ARENT

Yo
ouT

IT CONCERNS T
HEALTH AND WELL-
BEING OF MY
CHILDREMN!

BUT. I. T
DIDN'T EVEN
KA
TRANSPLANTS
LIKE THAT WERE
POSSIBLE!

IT"'S AMEW AND
ONLY SVAILABLE I
CLINICAL TRIALS! 1 HAD
TO PULL QUITE A FEW
STRINGS TO AMAKE T HAPPEN!
THE TIPPING POINT WAS THAT

MATCH TO THE
RECIPIENT ... WHICH
WAS THE CASE
HERE!




DON'T HAVE Ay
RELATIVES CLOSE
ENOUMTD @UALIFY,

SIS T WA
HOPING TO SAVE
THIS CONVERSATION
FOR A LATER DATE, BUT

UESS AMNOW'S AS




YOUR
SISTER was

THE DOMOR!




BUT THAT.. THAT'S
AMNOT POSSIBLE! ARIEL

DIED MONTHS BEFORE
I wias AT TACKED! HOW

COULD SHE
POSSIBLY...7

I ExtPLan




YOUR SISTER, BEING
OL

e
GINE, T WA
DEVASTATED:




OF COURSE NOT. 1
THOUSHT THEY'D 60 TO
SOME LINFORTUNATE
STRAMGER.. MNOT MY OWN
SON! AT THE TIME, ALL T
WIANTED WaAS TO PRESERVE
SOMETHING. .. ANYTHING
OF YOUR SISTER'

THAT'S WHEN 1
TOLD THE DOCTORS TO
FREEZE WHATEVER WAS
STILL VIABLE AND WASNT
IAMEDIATELY NEEDED! THAT
Vuiy, AT LEAST, I'D HAVE sOME
COn

wWoLLD E‘.‘EN’TLJ-LLY BE
MADE AVBILABLE TO
OTHERS!

IT WASKT MLICH OF

A SOLACE TO ME AT
THE TIME, BUT LATER T
WOULD COME TO REALIZE
THAT HER DECISION, AND

MINE, WOULD ALLOW

ARIEL TO "LIVE ON" IN

OTHERS!




&EEVFR IN
YEAR: 01
£ L‘.QEAMED THA" y'Ou'

PE LD HAVE
JCH AN uer_-.ew NEED
'—C’P. L-c ARTS OF

E WY IT
BQEAm'ﬁ MY HEAR'P
AT

l: ALIS 'I'
EAN LETTING 50 OF
THE LAST PART OF

ARIEL




DEAR! T CAN DMLY
IMASINE HOW
UNSETTLING THIS
s FOR You!

ANYTHING
IMMEDIATELY,
HOMEY!




IT.
SO AMUICH, A
THE Wiy

REASONMS T
THOUGHT ...

WY THIS =1
MPORTANT

FOR YO




I
UNDERSTAND,
HOMEY! TAKE
ALL THE TIME
YOU NEED!

THERE IT IS! THE
FINAL SEED HAS
BEEN PLANTED, AND T'AA
SURE IT WiLL ALLOW HER
TO TRANSITION INTD
WaMANHOOD TO
BLOSSOM!




THERE'S NO WY
SHE SER N

MNOW THAT SHE

BELIEVES SHE'S THE

KEEPER OF ARIEL'S
woma!

IE ONLY
T RE




I... 1 THOUSHT 1
WAS GOIMNG TO TALK TO
MOTHER ABOUT HOW T
WASNT READY TO &0 ANY
FURTHER PLAYING THE PART
SHE'S

WAS DLy
TEMPORARY!

REVELATION.
I'™ NOT SO
SURE!




=

AR

PART OF ME MAKES
AE FEEL EVEN AMORE
DISORIENTED!




. VL] F A ~ T !
\ AR JFUJ,}{ — L\ )M,ﬁdvfh\,lug. S\ R

U
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Hours later, a restless
sleep Finally arrives...













OME, RE HASAS T
CHANGED!




T UEI‘JFD INTH
EPL ALEMENT DAUCWEQ




TUST A
EEF.EC‘NM L‘)C uc A
A SED T

ME! Hr:r- PEE.F‘ECT
SFOODY-TWO-S 055

L
ARIEL", NOT :
GO0D GIRL PAQT&. w
¥ OT DOWN Tl
A TEE.‘










¥ |
HOTTER, TH
BETTER!




2E ARDL
MISHT JTUST DROP ME
= YOS

GUITE THE TOTAL
PACKASE!




e

. 8
ANEW BEST
FRIEND!




BUT
NOT v
DESPITE WhiaT

HOW DO
EAOW LINTIL
w7 LIKE T

T .

YEARS EARLIER

THAN T DID... ONE WAy
OR ANOTHER!




BETTIN

YOL WON'T

REGRET [T, "'CAUSE THAT
WNEW PUSSY OF YOUR:
e Wiay's KAl A




20000..
1 LOVE THIS
=¢










THERE voU
ARE! T HAVENT
SEEN YOU ALL

MOoBNING!




ELL NOW THAT

DISCUSSION FEOM
LAST mSHT!

OFF WITH Wiy
You sab MO To
THAT NICE YOUNS
AAANS T%EQUEST

ACTUALLY
MOTHER, 1T WaAS
JUST On ALY
Wiy oL




AMONG OTHER
4 I SO0

THAT S A
WONDERFLL
JDEA! TLL TUST

e
CAN BOTH..

IVE
ALREADY MADE




Cand DO A MUCH
BETTER TOB!

COMS N
EVERYTHING
O I ' LIF]

oF
COURSE 1
CAM, DEAR!




E

BACK LATER THiIS
AFTERMOON!

.
3
:

AMOTHER! TLL







A short time later,
at the mall...

PRETTY MUCH EVERY
MISHT EOR THE LAST
WEEK!

1 THOUSHT
ABOUT TELLING HER
THE OTHER DAY,

RESPONSE THIS

MORMNING, IT'S A 5000
THNG T NPNT!




FEE, 1 CANT
IMASINE WIHY MOTHER
WOULDANT WAMT AME
BEING FRIENDS WITH
SOMEONE AS SORGEOUS,
INDEPENDENT 83D

FREE-THINKING AS
CHLOE! "GloeLE™




HEY;
CHLOE! HOPE
I' NOT TOO

EARLY!

THANKCS! T
LIKE TO CHANGE
THINGS LP EVERY
FEW DAYS... JTUST TO
KEEP LIFE FROMW
GETTING TOOQ
Borineg!

Wiy DO 1

SET THE
FEELING YOLIR
LIFE 15 NEVER

BORMNGT

"HSELE"




HEY, LIFE 15 OMLY
BORMG IE yYOU LE IT BE
THAT WaY! ON THAT MNOTE,
YOU HAVE ANy P‘L-ﬁﬂs EOR

AFTER YOUR
.IWDIMTMENT'?

LA, MO
NOT REALLY! T
WAS JTUST SOMNG
TO KIND OF HANG
OUT ALONE AND
DO SOME
SHOPPING!




TUEM PRETTY
MLICH ANYTHING”
TO THE

IT is! T




Rinds A i, CALL
ME AINDY!™ NAME
B5T

b

NOT 84D,

UST A
LITTLE...
LINCOMEFORTABLE!
THE SUY LEADING
THE TOUR, WE

HE KEEPS
HITTING ON
ME!

2000/
SOUNDS
INTERESTING!
DIsSH THE DETAILS,
, SIRLERIEND!




SIS DAY, FINE!

1 ACTUALLY FIRST MET
HIAM RIGT HERE N THE
MALL AETER MY LAST
APPOIMNTMENT WITH YOL!
MOTHER anD 1 WERE HAVING
LUNEH WHEN HE II'I!.)&T

WALKED RIGHT LIP A
FNT?_I%ED EH'!M EELF

THAT WASKN'T THE
END OF IT, THOUSH!
MOTHER SO0T CALLED
ANy FOR SOME WORK
EMERSENCY, LEAVING ME
ALONE WITH HIM FOR
THE REST OF THE
AFTERNOON!

LET ME GUESS,
HE WAS THE KINJD
OF &UY ANY
MOTHER WOULD
LOVE! SO00-

LOORIMNG, P TE,

WITH A GREAT BIS

TRUST-FLIND 1M
HIS POCKET!

O, SO
YOLE MET
HiM TOO7
SISGGLE!"




S0 HOW DD
HE END UP
SIVING YOU THE

YESTERDAYT

WELL, T
THOUSHT THE
DEAN WAS SOMS TO
SHOW ME ARDLUIND
AFTER HE HELPED ME
GET RESISTERED, BUT

HE HAD A MEETING
TO 8T TO!

DON'T TELL
ME, LET ME

TURMS OUT
CHAZ, THAT' S HIS
AAME BY THE Wiy,

IS ONE OF THE
PEAN'S FAVORITE
STUDENTS! r




o
SEEMD THE
MAETERNOON WITH A
HANDSOME RICH DUDE
WHD HAS THE HOTS FOR
YO WHAT MADE IT S0
LNCOMEORTABLE

FOR YouT WAS HE AN

ACTUALLY..
LE'S OM THE
PEAN'S LIST; IS
PRESIDENT OF Lis
FRATERRITY AND
WAS AOTHING BUT
RESPECTELL
ME ALL D!

THAT
BASTARD!
HOW DARE WE BE
S0 FUCKING

PERFECT?




REAMIMND AE
AGAIN WY YOU
WERE 50
LINCOMEORTABLE
WITH HIMT TUST

oW MANY TIMES
DI HE HIT ON

THE ONLY
TIWAE HE HIT O
ME WAS AT THE

END OF THE TOUR
WHEN HE INVITED
ME TO A& PARTY HIS
FRATERNITY
WAS LAVIMG
TORNISHT!




LisAMAA, T
TUST DIDN'T...
I MEAN, T WASNT

WHOA,
WHOA, WiHoa/!
CALAM DOW
SWEETIE, AND
CATEH YOUR
BREATH!

SET YOU ALl
FLUSTERED
LIkE THAT!

DEEP BREATH
AMD START FROM
THE BEGIMMING!




TGIGH™ WISH T

ORCay! TO

FIND THAT
HM.D TO BELIEVE
FROM SOMEONE AS
HOT AS YOUS,
DaRLINT

THAT'S TUST
M I DIONT
ALWAYS LOOK LIKE
THIS! UNTIL ABOUT A
YEAR ASD, 1 WAS A VERY

VERY SHELTERED
LIFE!

WHAT
HAPPENED A
YEAR ASO7

TY

HORRIBLE
ACCIDENT THAT
|..A-L‘.' ME P FOR A

O HONEY,
THAT'S
TERRIBLE!




WwELL, 1 WAaS
PRETTY MESSED
LP THERE FOR
ANHILE, BUT IT'M

THE THING IS..,
WHILE I
RECLPERATING,

ACCIDENT DID TO ME,
BUT TO MPROVE ON




THANKS

"GIGELE™




- - | WEVE 50T THIS

PLAIN-TANE TURMED
CINDEREL LA WHO'S
AFRAID TO 60 TO THE BALL
WITH PRINCE CHARMING

ALISE SHE DOESN'T

1. GUESS
O TN A MIXED
METAPHOR KIND
OF Wiyt

'\ ONE
CONFUSED
Pfﬂﬁgrf THESE

B!




C ETELY
UNDERSTAMNDABLE, SWEETIE!
AND MY RECOMMENDATION FOR
CLEARING THE MIND OF
LUNWANTED CONFUSION 1S
GETTING ALL DOLLED UP AND
CUTTING LOOSE!

SOUNDS LIKE
FLIN! "HAGGLE!". SO
WHAT D YOU HAVE

NDT

AN EXT EN'OED
INCH S0
S0 ¢ EHGPPANG

OUTEIT TO MATEH
THE FABULOUS
HARSTYLE 1T'M
GONNA GVE YOU!

OH, NOT WE,
SUSAR... Vi
YOLFRE GON' TO THAT
FRAT PARTY
ERIEND” INVITED
o




PERFECT! THEN

YOU'RE OALY THERE

AS A PARTY SUEST
NOT AS HIS DATE!
YOURE FREE TO
AMINGLE AND EANTOY
THE EVENING ON
YOUR TERMS!

CAN'T,
{\ ALREADY

wee X
I WaASNT
COMING!




AND WE WILL,
SWEETIE... SOME
OTHER TIME! BUT
TOMIGHT 1S YOUR
AIESHT!

YOU SEE, WHAT
YOU NEED |5 TO
BREAK OUT

ORLD AND S
W.H‘A:H DIRECTION IT
TAKES You!

WHAT YOU ARE
AND WHO YOU DECIDE
TO BF IS DETERMINED BY
1'5'1.!? L-‘F'E EKPERFEN’GES'
THE MORE TI
THE .BETTEH "Jl....‘LL
UNDERSTAND
YoOURSELE!

MOW YOU MAay
HAVE A GREAT TIME
AT THE PARTY TONIGHT

OR & MISERABLE TIM
& I 'rs-uh-l

OT 50
MIE-GN.: OUT OM A
HUGE
OPPORTUNMITY!




0. YouR
CHOICE! DO WE SPEND
THE WHOLE AFTERNOON
TOGETHER SHOPPING
AND GIVIMNG YOU A HOT
MAKEOVER FOR THE
PARTYT

PARCHEESI WITH
MOTHER?




SORDID PETALLS
TOMORROW!
"SGGLE!

GOT A DEAL!
GISGLE!




Later that evening...

ARIELT
HONEYT T'hA
SORRY 1I'M LATE!
1 WS RUMNNING
ERRANDS AMD
JUST 60T YOUR
TEXT!




TLL BET £kAZ

WAS ECSTATIC WHEN
YOU CALLEDR AND TOLD
HiM YOUD CHANGED
YO AIADY WHAT
TIME 1S HE PICKING
You uP?

ACTUALLY, HE'S NOT
PICKING ME LIP BECAUSE
HE DOESANT kAMNOW TA

COMING!

1 DONT
UNDERSTAND!
WHAT KIND OF
DaATE IS THAT
THEMNT

IT'S ANOT A
DATE! T'M GOMNG
TO THE PARTY
ALONET BY THE WA,
Cax 1 BORROW
THE CART




EARTH DID voUu
SET AN IDEA
LIKE THAT?

CHLOE TALKED ME

LICH -
LIFE AS POSSIBLE!

S0 YOU'RE
LISTENMG

SURE IF T LIKE
THAT!

1 THOUST
YOL WANTED ME
TO O TO THE
PARTY, S0 WY
DOES IT MATTER
WHO CONVINCED
MET




NOTHING!
CAN YOU PLEASE
COME OUT HERE? 1
PO NOT LIKE
TALKING TO YOU
THROUGH THE
pboor!







CHLOE HELPED
ME PICK IT OUT!
THEN SHE DID MY
HAIR AND MAKEUP!




ALTHOUSH 1
THINK T WOULD

HAVE SOME WITH
SOMETHING A BIT
MORE DEMLIRE
AND NOT S0..
BLACK!

1 En oW
IWAS A LITTLE
RELUCTANT
WHEN SHE PICKED
IT OUT, BUT S-E SAID
8L SOES
BEALLY WELL
WITH MY SKIN
TONE!




AND YOURE
CERTAINLY
SHOWING A LOT OF

MOTHER, 1
ALREADY SPEMT
THE ENTIRE

AFTERNOON
CHOOSING AN OUTFIT
FOR TOMISHT AkD
THIS IS THE ONE
CHLOE AND 1
DECIDED O

PLEASE

DONT
LINDERMINE OME
OF THE FEW
DECISIONS 1VE
AMADE O MY OWN
THIS LAST

WHY, I WouLD
NEVER THINK OF
SOING AGAINST
YOUR WISHES,
HOREY!




FOO0D! BECAUSE IT'S
ALSO TAREN AME ALL DAY
T.j \-‘\-G‘ﬂ‘f UP THE COURAGE

O TO THIS PARTY! TF 1
I.-rh\.rE TO START RETHINKING
ANY OF MY DECISIONS, T
MAY TUST LOSE THAT
COURASE AMND END LIP
STAYING HOME!

WELL
HEAVEN FORBID
I UNDO ANY OF
THE S00D WORK
YOU AND CHLO.E
HAVE DONE
TODAY!




frramin .-I!i*_ul e




BYE,
MOTHER! T
WONT BE OUT
TOO LATE.. T
PROMISE!




LOOKS LIKE Ay
MNEW DALGHTER |5
STARTING TO DE

A LITTLE SEM oF

INDEPENDENCE..
THAMNKS TD HER
MNEW FRIEND*!




. LTLL PUT
TO THAT.
ONE Wiy or
ANOTHER!




Later, at the Delta Beta house...

|| Ilngt

E1LELL b







HOUS

ARE A AICE
VISIT... BE:
THEY'RE

i
|

e mﬂﬁ!g” .9




1 CAME TO THIS
PARTY TD SET MY
FIRST REAL COLLEGE
EXPERIENCE AS A
SIRL! THAT S WHAT
CHLOE AND 1 TALKED

BUT ALL I'VE
BEEN DOMNG SINCE
I 50T LERE IS

LOOK:
HE'S CHECKING
ME ouT!

NOT THAT I CaN
BLAME THEM,

COMSIDERMNG HOW I
MUST LOOK IN THIS
OUTFIT SHE TALKED
ME INTD WEARING!




AND THEN THERE'S
CHAZ, THE ONE PERSON
HERE WHO T't ACTUALLY

SOMEWHAT FAMILIAR WITH! HE
SNT EVEN KNOW T'Ad HERE
YET, BECAUSE I'VE BECOME TOOD
DBAAN HES TO VENTURE
DUT INTEZ THE MAIN PARTY
AREA!

HE'S OBVIOUSLY

NOT TOO BROKEN

UP THAT I DIDNT

COME HERE WITH
AN




ALL AFTERNOON T WAS
EELING SO CONFIDENT! 1
GUESS BEING WITH CHLOE TJUST
LAD TUAT EEFECT ON A 1
REALLY AND TRULY THOUSHT 1
COULD cARRY THAT CONFIDENCE
'n-fﬂau:s.sf THE ENTIRE
EVENING... BUT THAT
HASN 'r HAPPENED!

APPEEHEAE:NE‘ 10 HOPED
THAT, BY GETT ING AWMY FROM
AS POSSIBLE

SUESS
a‘-E -—Mt" ALEEADY
BEEN DOWE!




I DONT
BELONG HERE'
ANOT AT a PARTY.
NOT DRESSED LKE
THIS! WHAT THE
HELL wis T
THINKING 7










A, SAON,
DARLINT THE PARTY'S
TJUST GETTIN
STARTED! AND YOU ARE
DEFINITELY THE ONE
CLICK T wikhua
paR

WWITT !

EALLY

PLEASE




WiHAT TH"







SORRY ABOUT
THE GRIZ! HE'S




AMD
CHANGIN
AGAlN, BECAUSE
TAA.. TAM NOT
STAYING!

YOU'RE
AOT? BUT YOou

HARMLESS!

JUST Him!
ITE... TS
OTHER THINGS
ICANT. T

CAN

PLEASE JUST
STAY LO™:
EMNOUSH TR TA.LIC

ABOUT ThHisS!
YOU AT LEAST DO
THAT FOR ME?




LIAAMAA
MAYEBE,
BUT I NEED TD USE
THE PE?‘T:‘EOC-‘M
[ =

cT
ELF!

PONT U THE
ONE OVER THERE,
TH ! USE THE
HOUSEMOTHER'S

E AT THE END
E PLENTY

PRMVACY
THERE!




il

2= i

ONG EN e
INTEREST AND I CAN A
FINALLY ShEMK AL
OUT OF Thas -4
PLACE! -~ .
. Rl T L T
|
" J




OH MY
S0D! wHAaT
A FUCKING
MISTAKE

THIS Was!




Im NOT
ARIEL, AND 1
NEVER COULD BE!
AOT ind A AL LION
YEARS!

THE DOCTORS,
MOTHER




Do(f)Ci!OO(D{:)()




IM A LITTLE
BUSY HERE, RUDY!
WHAT'S THE
PROBLEM7T

(=1} T NTOD
SOUND SYSTEM
ANMD STARTED
CRANKING P TUHEIR
OWN HEAD-BANGER
PLAYLISTS!

WiHAT DO YOU

NEED ME FOR?
ST DEA
WITH IT!







E
Y GRIE
A LITTLE W = AGD AND
NEEDED A PLACE TO




REMEMBER,
DON'T LET HER
LEAVE BEFORE
1 COME BACK!

You eoT
T, CHAZ!
\ PROMISE!




I WONT
MOVE FEOM
THIS SPOT!







HMPH! T DONT
CNDOW WIHAT [T |
ES i

Lo R e







BUT FIR.."-'I’ !
==

™ MPOES!BI‘.E !




THAT,., THAT
MUSIC SOUNDS
FAMILIAR! WHERE
HAVE 1 HEARD IT
BEFORET

WIASMT HOME!



THE TIME!







o
&7
%
Wi
&0
L
~d

HER LIPS...

HEARD FROM







THE 24l
ENERGY.. THE
FURY.. TUE PASSION' T
CAM E IT PULSATING
THROUSH EVERY INCH
OF MY BODY!

i ._HI:-';-:E-%-'--I







WEEPfNé l-m-, ["L IE
TO MY MAKELIP!
Im™s A MEﬁﬁ"

O
Do-oveR!




SETTIN TO BE A
REAL FUCKIN'
DRAG!







THE KiMD
THAT'S ABOUT
TO HEAT UP I T
HAVE ANYTHIMNG
T -_-'-ann-s-::u-r
T







S0... HELLO!
I'd ARIELS

Al
'CAUSE T'AA.




Bis AND
YUMMY BEING THE
OPERATIVE WORDS

HERE! YOU HAVE GUITE
THE PYSiE)

GRIZ!

YEAM, BEIN
Ok THE
FOOTBALL
TEAM KEEPS ME
IN PRETT Y &000
SHAPE!

You 60T
QUITE THE HOT
BOD YOURSELR,

GORGEOUS!

THAMKES! T LIKE
TO WORK OUT A LOT

MYSELF! TN FACT, T
WAS HOPING TO SET IM
A SO0D BIT OF
EXERCISE HERE
TOMIGHT!




LOOK, LIMAMAA,. AS
AMUCH AS T LOVE TO
SO ANUTS On THIS FIMNE
BDD OF YOURS, CHAZ 1S A

OO0 BLD OF MINE! AND
5|~44:E YOU'RE HERE
WITH HiAd,

JUST BECAUSE
HE INVITED ME

MYSELF AND T'LL
LEAVE IT THE
SAME Way!

BUT WHAT I DO
N BETWEEN IS
ALL UP TO ME!
THAT AL
THNGS :‘.l"P FoR
YOoUu, GRIZZYT

LI, .
YEAH!
YEAH, T 5LII?‘E

[




ThER WY
THE HELL ARE
WE STANDING
AROUND OUT
HERE?




= - : . e — -
E il S T TR NS TYEETE VIR AS  -a ﬁ R g g s parar ki g phante sty sy
o W
X de

e i i Sy - M A S S



BEIMG THE OALY DAAM
SROWNUP N THE

EOOM"
















“Where the hell did she go?P*




OHHH YOU
HAVE MO IDEA
HOW G000 THAT
FEELS!

GO0D ME
ToO, SOoRSEOUS!
HEH-HEH!




AND THERE'S A
LOT O TERRITORY
T AINT EVEN COME
CLOSE TO YET!

AAAAAAAY
NOT YET. BI&
Uyt I NEED TO

ATCH
BREATH BEFORE
WE 50 Any
FLURTHER!




A
THE FRIGT




* —l
W l— 2

TEHEWT AS
EXPERIENCES
GO, THIS 6UY IS
SO0 MLICH MORE
FLN THAS CHAZ
EVER WOULDVE
BEEN
SO0D THING T
DITCHED BORING
O ave-a6v 1 DON'T KNOW
HABANERO WHAT IT WS THAT
BEEFCAKE! s
"SISSLEM™ THAT T, FuL Ut
: FLAKE T WAS IN BUT
WEATEVER [T WS, TLL
B TAKE A SiX- o
"CAUSE T'M LOVI'N'
THE MEW ME!

THE MEWS
FEARLESS "ARIEL"
WHD'S NOT AFRAID TO

LOOSE AND 60 FOR

M .. AND

ASS
MOTHER THINKS!




OH, WOULDWT
TH =

HAMAA,,, THAT'S
NOT A BAD IDEA! SHE

WY BACK FOR AL l-l'E
SH!T SLE S F'LJT ALEX™

.P!ECE oF CAKE !




I't SURE HED
PREFER TD KEEF ME
HERE I HIS ROOA

QUITE A BIT LONSER, BUT
SETTING um'.E ® TIME TD

SEE o0 O
MoTHER £- EACE Wil
BE WORTH IT/

BESIDES, 1 THiNK
T'WVE HAD MY FILL OF

THE THDLJLH-'T OF CALLING IT
GUITS, BUT THE 'F"F'D“AI'-E
OF A RAIN CHECK SHOULD

KEEP kihA ENM(,E,D
UNTIL HE GETS
HOME!

AND THE MORE 1

BRAKES OMN TOMNIGHT
SOUNDS! T WAS SETTING
GUITE CARRIED ANAY
THERE FOR AWHILE!

MAKES AE
WONDER WHAT T
MIGHT LET HAPPEN
IF I STUCK ARDUND
HERE TOO LONS!




COMIN' RIGHT
LR DOLL! @0TTA
TRAKE CARE OF ONE
LITTLE THING FIRST
BEFORE WE

CONTINUE!

HT AS
WELL BREMK TUE
BAD NEWS TD
Hind AfOIA!

HEY SRIZ..
ABOUT THAT
BEER.

THAT'S WHAT
I WanTED TO

NEED TD..







OH, YEAH!
NOW THIS 15
WHAT THIS PARTY

e
TuNAG-E?




THEY
WOULDNT LET
ME PLAY THIS
POWNSTAIRS! BUT UP
HERE IN MY ROOM,
NO ONE'S GONNA
STOP ME!
HEH-HEH!

S0 WADO'YA
THINIC, HOT
STUFE! YOU
LIKE?




oH, I LIKE
T ALL RIGHT! IN
FACT, .}'T Love

ILOVE THE
WAY [T MAKES
EVERYTHING, EVEN
THE AR, PLILSATE
AND THROB! LIKE A
TACKHAMMER ON
STEROIDS!




AND WHAT T'LL
LIKE EVEN MORE 1S
FEELING THAT
TACKHAMMER OF
YOURS PULSATING
AND THROBBING
INSIDE OF ME!

O, BABY.. T
AM SO UP FOR
THAT! YOU HAVE

NO IDEA!




OOOHHH!
THERE'S WHAT
I'VE BEEN LOOKING
FOR! I'VE NEVER
FELT ANYTHING SO
Bl& aND SO0
HARD!




T'VE SAID (T
ONCE AND TLL SaY
IT AGAIN... EVERY
INCH OF YOUR BOD IS
SMOKIN® HOT!
LAMNY!

TELL ME
ABOUT IT STUD!
BETTER YET..
SHOW ME!




*SASP* OHHH!
Tﬁ?‘:ﬁ 13!5 SPOT,
! THAT
MBONST%'R ALL THE
WY INSIDE MY
HOT PUSSY!







YOU SURE You
SOTTA 680, HOT
STUFFT UsE 1
ENOW 1
FEW MORE ROUMNDS
IN ME! HEH-HIER

You Do, BABY! AND
TP LOVE NOTHING
MORE THAN TO TEST
THAT ENDURANCE
oF YOURS!




UNFORTUNATELY,
STILL LIVIMNG AT
HOME! AND IE T DONT
MAKE AN APPEARANCE
BEFORE SLUNRISE, 1M\
S0OME TD BE SROUND,
UNTIL ALY J'UN-‘OR
vEAR!

FAIR
ENOLIGH,

SORSEOUS!

MAAMANY







HEY THEE‘I’:
RUDY 1505-5

l-.& NN D
CRELLILT

ARIELT!







)
L FOING
ON THE FRONT
PROBABLY BE:

I' SUIRE THE
LOTS OF OT!







oY

AP
OH MY Gop!

WHAT DID T.







HOLY SHIT!
HOLY SHIT!
HOLY FUCKING
SHIT!!













A el wWiLL 8OTH
BE DISAPPOINTED IN ME
FOR TLIRNING TAIL AND

LA S THIS




IVE GOT TD 6T
HOME AND TUST
WRITE THIS MIGHT OFF
AS AN EXPERIMENT
THAT FALLED .
MISERABLY! e —




SRIZ, MY
T KNOW

THAT CRAR BUT J
HAVE SOT TO TELL ME
EVERYTHING ABOUT
THAT CHICK!




T - .
e R S T

——







The next day...

HAVEN'T S
THIS LATE INL. T
DON'T KNOW

S MY OWN
DasAN FALILT FOR
SOIMNG TO THAT

STUPIC PARTY AND
STAYING OUT S0
LATE!




COULDVE
A 1. DIDWNT
‘.' = AT

ZONE.D OUT l\al-HLE
HIE"IE:;-'- OUT M THE

PROBABLY WY

“CASE LIkE ME!




R OR S0 C
LOW-SPEED
-ﬂl S SHOULD







WHEN ¥OU WERE
SOING TO MAKE AN
APPEARANCE!




I'M SORRY,
DEAR! T RIDNT
MEAN TO STARTLE
you!

YOUL.. You
JUST CALGHT ME
OFF GUARD,
MOTHER. .,
THAT'S ALL

¥
THINK THAT 157
HAANAAT




WHAT YOou JUS Vi
; THINK T°A
TRUST ME! ABC A

FESTIVITIES LAST
MIESLT?

A WE TALK

oT ue z
THE MOMENT!

WY, OF
COURSE, DEAR!







- A Few hours later...

NOW IF ONLY
1 CAN GET OUT
OF HERE

BEFORE..




O SO0D,
YOURE FINALLY
DONE! NOW WE CAN
HAVE THAT LOMNG
OVERDUE TALK vOU
PROMISED ME!




REALLY?




MOTHER!
TOO GUNCKLY!




SOMEONE
HURT Yyou?
WHO WAas
m?

TELL ME
AND TLL HAVE
THEM EXPELLED
5 MM FAST

EVER

BECALSE ALL THE
LINANTICIPATED AND
il

LUANWANTED
ATTENTION!




HONEY,

=E & BEAUTIFUL
AR KE YOS 1S
DR




MOTHER, YOU
TJUST DON'T GET
IT! 1 A0 NOT THIS
PERSON YOou WIANT
ME TOD BE!

BETWEEN vot.r THE
DOCTORS AND THE
5UR‘|SEDN'5 1 aay LOOK
THE PART AND MAYEE EVEN
SOMETIMES ACT THE PART BUT
OM THE INSIDE 1 A NOT THE
‘s&m;:ue YOLING WOMAN™

OU IMAGINE ME TO BE! T
DDNT KNOW IF 1T EVER
CAM BE!

AND THERE'S
ONE THING T
KNOW FOR CERTH
I AM DEFINITEL

NOT ARIEL! so 51'0,9

TRYING TO MAKE ME INTOD

HER, BECAUSE IT WiLL
MNEVER HAPPEN'




wair!
WHERE DO YoUu
THINK YOU'RE
GOINGT WE NEED
To TALK aBOUT
THIS!

TVE SAID ALL 1
AEED TO, MOTHER!
NOW, IF \-ou.__ EXCUSE
ME, T 5 OVER TOD
SEE dHLa.E’ IDPONT
KNOW WHEN T'LL BE
BACK!







UNSRATEFLUL ,
HERD_"_?T:EQN@
L LE..

gy T

'
.










WELL THEM...
WE'LL JTUST SEF
HOW "DEFINITE" YoUu
ARE ABOUT THINGS
WHEN T ST
THROUSH YOU,
MISSY!




A short time later...

WOW! WHEMN CHLOE
GAVE ME HER ADDRESS, 1
HAD AO IDEA IT'D BE ALL

THE Way ACROSS TOWN...
AND N AN OLD CONVERTED
WAREHOLISE B NG
AT THAT!




THEM ASAIM, IT
ALLY SHOULDONT
PRISE AME!
BiMG THE THPE
SUE |S, A







THANK'S! TVE
WNEVER LikKED
LIVING IN PLACES
THAT WERE
SOMEONE ELSE!

IGSLE™

BEING A Hare
STYLIST MUST
Pay BETTER THAaN
I THOUSKT!

Ok, T HAaVE
OTHER CREATIVE
OUTLETS THAT MAKE
SOME DECENT

OUTLETS", HLIHT
LCE WHAT?



o i o e S “-H“*-‘B_Hdi'l_'w'i'fm

YEAH, WHEN I
FIRST MOVED IN!
SO0D THING THE
LANDLORD 15 AN

ART LOVER!

THOSE ARE
AMAZING!

FORTUNATELY
THERE ARE A rEw
WELL-HEELED PECOP!
WHO AGREE WITH w::u
II\D a‘l-'tE WILLING TOD PUT
MONEY WHERE
'rHEIR MOUTH 15!

50 I'VE 60T A
FEW WoRkS
HANSING LF HERE
AMND THERE
ARDLND TOWN!

A, W

“‘\K}l .\




50, ENOUGH
ABOUT ME AND MY
COOL APARTMENT... DISH

oUR

SIS
NOT VERY
WELL, T'M

ACRAID!

Wiy NOTT
DONT TELL ME NO

D{JTF!T WE GOT FOR
YOU, ‘CAUSE T WON'T
BUY THAT FOR A
SECOND!

. THERE WERE
pe.-:;d-Le WHO LIKED
HOW 1 LOOKED, A

RISHT! THAT wWas
THE PROBLEM!




DIl OMNE OF
THOSE PLUNK FRA
' ROUGH
ouT OLLAMN

M#\’EE 1 SHOLA
GONE WiITH X
AFTER ALL!

WELL, IT WON'T
HAPPEN AGAIN! &
FRIEWD OF MIME'S A

TAE-EWON-DO
I-x.lﬁ';"' CTOR AND HELL
¥

E
MWASTED BALLS I
MO TIME!

I THE




ANO ONE 50T
ROUGH wWITH ME,

WELL, THAT'S i

ONE Wiy TO KEEP
THEN AT B»ﬂm

NOTICED -i'l' THIS
PARTY!

AT THE TWAE T
THOUSHT 1 DD,
BUT ONCE 1 50T

THERE, THE REALITY
SET W anD T REALIZED 1
WASAIT BEADY FOR
THAT KiMD OF
ATTENTION!

I SOREY!
¥ou WORKE
H‘AED ON, AMAKING
M.E LOOK S00D AND
TLET T ALL
.59 TO WASTE!

HEY! NO NEED
FOR ANY KIND OF
APOLOGY: SHIT

HAPPENS!




WHY O
EARTH woULD
YOU Say
THAT?

5| S
EXPERIENCE! &ND
IF YOU KNEW THE
TRUTH ABOUT ME,
YOUD PROBABLY
ASREE!




LOOK, ARIEL..
WE HAVER'T
KANOWN EACH OTHER
TOO LONG, BUT T CAN
ALREADY TELL THAT
THERE'S A STRONS
CONNECTION BETWEEN
UsS! TELL ME IF T'h
WRoNG!

YOU'RE NOT!

ITVE KIND OF
HAD THE SAME
FEBLINGS!

UM *5I5H1* T
GUESS THAT'S
AS 500D A
PLACE AS ANY
TO START!




g Wy 1‘%

SLE DIED N A

CAR WRECH A

LITTLE OVER A
YEAR AGO!

OHL,. IT'M
591?-?"-’ 1S THAT
ACCIDEMT THAT LAID
Yol UP FOR A
COUPLE OF
MONTHS, TOOT

HAPPE
FEW MONTHS
LATER!

WOW! TLAT IS
A LOT OF SHIT
HAPPENINGT WHAT
WAS YOUR

SISTER'S MAMET

WHATT waIT
A MINUTE... HOW

i




SIS WE "
MIGHT WEED TO SIT
DOWR AND HAVE A
DRiNK 02 TWO FOR THE
REST OF THIS, BECAUSE
IT &8 'I':Iiﬂ EVEN




§ - Later, aFter a long and
cathartic life story...

YEAM,.
THAT PRETTY
WELL DESCRIBES
MY LIFE TO
DATE!




I'M JTUST
SLAD YOURE
FINALLY BREALIZING
HOW SCREWED UP
AND MAMNIPULATIVE
YOUR MOTHER |57

SLRSERIES WAS ENOUSH
TO PUT HER IMN THE
"WMOMMY PEAREST"
HALL OF FAME!'

BUT WHAT
SHE'S DOMNE SINCE...
ESSENTIALLY TRYING TD




My LIEE Was
PRETTY ISOLATED SO
I DiDMT E ANYONE

ELSE'S LIFE TO
COMPARE MINE TOD!

HOW THE WORL 5
SUPPOSED TO BE!




SOD, IT'S ND
WONDER YOU
FREAKED OUT AT THAT
BARTY LAST MIGSHT! YOUR
FIRST BEAL OUTING AS
A WQ% :.\ID f'_l‘;f_.r-ro A

SO0DAMMN '
_Tv! AND T OnLY MADE
5 T WORSE BY
DOLLING YOU LIP AND
AAKIN U1 B0 AL ONE!
: 1AM SO
SORRY, HONEY!

HEY, IT WASNT
Y oE T
c ¥i

WERE JUST BEING A GOOD

ERIEND BY SUPPORTING

VOUR EAULT, Chil

ME AT THE TIWE!



IN FACT, IF 1T
WERENT F""R You, 1
NEVER WO
SOTTEN P "'HE {.‘DURAIGE
T2 60 IN THE FIRST PLALCE,
OR STAND UP TO MY
MOTHER THE Wiy 1
oIe ToDA:

MET j
a‘\ll—ﬂ:Tl-'EP YO{.I" REALIZE IT
or NDT J' Tl-llhh I L% D‘\'

TO B
"'I—lE PEESBN’ T W
TO BE, THANKS TO
Yoo -




AMND WHO IS THE
FERSON YOU WENT TOD
BET THERE'S NO DOUBT vOU
MAKE A SMOKING HOT
, BUT YOU WERE

PLILA

DO You
THINE YOU
WENT TO TEY
AND BE A AMAN
ASaIN

I'VE CERTAIMNLY BEEN
Cst.‘bEﬂmfd IT.
T 1 as I',hJ'I‘IL
:["JE HO0T ARIEL'S WMB’
THAT'S BEEN KIND OF THE
TIPPING POINT FOR ME

I'AA NOT SURE T
50 BACK TD
BEING & SUY AT THIS
POIMT... IT KiND OF
FEELS LIKE THAT SuiP
HAS SAILED!




AND YOURE SURE
THAT'S YOU TALKING AND
P T MOMMY DEAREST,

RIGHT? wELL, IT 1S A ﬁuﬁsﬁ

IMPOETRNT DE BUT

DEFINITELY AMOT WETHIN{;-
YOU SHOULD BE DECIDING

ToRAaY.

THERE IS5,
HOWEWVER, A
SUPER-IMPORTANT
DECISION THAT WE
ABSOLUTELY NEED
TO MAKE RIGHT
NOW!

LIKE, WHAT DO
WE DO SINCE
THAT \"Jﬁ? THE




Ui ek 13

YOU KNOW, NORMALLY T
WOLLLDAN'T LET A TRAGEDY
LECE THIS HAPPEM, BUT I'A
LEAVING TOWN TOMORROW FOR
ABDUT A WEEK AND FISURED
STOCKING UP WESANT A
PRICRITY!

MY COUSIN IN
NEW ORLEANS IS
SETTING MARRIED NEXT
WEEKEND AND SHE HAD
THE GALL TO MAKE ME HER
AMAID OF HONOR, WHICH
MEANS T HAVE TO BE
THERE ALL WEEK TO
HELP HER OUT!

Ok, THE
BACHELORETTE
PARTY WILL BE,
THAT'S FOR DaMN
SURE! *SI6GLE™ T'LL
DEFINITELY SEND
YOU SOME PICS!




S0, HERE WE ARE..

TWD LUBER-HOT WOMEN
Ond A SATURDAY AFTERMOON
WITH NO BOOZE! ANy
DEAST

T DORT KhOwW!
WHAT Do vou

MANY PAVORITE b HGT
SPOTS! BUT 1
EXPECT vac.m
WART TE...




LIKE
OUT ASaN

SO

1 CAN HANDLE
M. 1 RNOW T CAN
S LONGE AS T'M

DLE
AMNYTHING!

WELL.,. T

DOMWT Krionw!
EVEN IF WE &0
S ;

ESPECIALLY IF
IT'S SOMEPLACE A
LITTLE DIFFERENT!
PLEASE, cuLoe.




L W e ]

BUT IF YOU
REALLY WANT TD
BLEND IN AT THE
PLACE T HAVE 1IN
MIMND, WEVE 60T A
BIT woex T







H
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WADDA
THIMNK, CHICAT
NoT E)mc:‘!_‘i.v




I
THOUSHT
KE IT!

-

UD LIKE

VE THAT |WAER

REBEL OF YOURS
A CHANCE TO

COME oUT
AMD PLAY!




S0, WANMA

HIT THE
DANCE FLOOR
OR THE BAR
FIRSTT

o, T
DEFINITELY
THINK T MNEED A
SOMETHING
TO KEEP UP
WITH Yo




HaVE T TOLD

ONLY A COUPLE
OF DOZEN TIMES
SO FAR AND THE ONLY
REASON [T LOOKS S0
SOOD |5 BECAUSE OF
THE WaY YOUf CARRY
m

100,
DOWT I7
"GIGELEN







A COUPLE

OF LONG-
AMECKS SOUND
OKAY TO You,
ALEXT




WY THE
WEIRD LOOK?

YOUL (=¥
KEEP CALLIMNG ME
ALEX! NO ONE'S
CALLED ME THAT
IN ALAMDST A

vYEAR!

WELL, I'™
ANOT GOING TO
CALL YOU “ARIEL",
CAUSE THAT' &

AOT WHD YOoU
ARE!

T KNOW,
BUT.. T™ NOT
REALLY ALEX

o




TALEX™ WAS A
SAD AND LONELY
BOY wWHO LET
EVERYONE WALk
ALL OVER Hisy! MOTHER 2D
LE DOCTORS MaY
H-ﬂlv‘E TAKEN THE 8O0
Ay, BUT BUT

PERSOM \ S HE, AAE
SEE THAT I'M AOT ALONE
AND I SHOULDNT BE
AFRAID TO EXPRESS
MyﬁELFhT;FE way T

S0 BEING
CALLED “ALEX"
DOE:

I TOTALLY
USNDERSTAMD,
HOMEY!




THER HOW
ABOUT T CALL
YOU SOMETUING
LEE ALEXIS, OF
LEXI, OR AL,

or




THEM IT'S
OMLY FAIR THAT
AL 5ETS HER VERY
FIRST HLIS FROM
HER VERY BEST
FRIEND! CMERE,

HERE
You &0,
LADIES!




50, READY TO
SHOW ME HOW
CHLOE DOES
sATURDAY
AMIGHTS T

Say THE
WioeD anD
THE PARTY

BESINS!







OuUT
YOU TWO LOVELY
LADIES TOM ME
Aanp LPLE

INTRIGUING,
TO SaY THE
LEAST!










UAM, BEFORE WE
GO ANY FURTHER, 1
SHOULD PROBABLY
MENTION THAT I'VE
AMEVER BEEN DANCING
pBEFORE IN MY LIFE!

FROM WHAT YOU
TOLD ME ABOUT
YOURSELE, 1 FISURED
AS MUICH! THATS

THIS PLACE... SO I CAN
TEACH YOU SOME
MOVESS

BUT oUT
HERE IM FRONT
OF ALL THESE

NOT SOMNA
HAPPEN!




PEOPLE COME TD PLACES
LIKE THIIS TD BURN OFF SOME
STEAM AND SET CRAZY! THEYRE
NOT ALIDITIONING FOR "WUS'S 60T
TA:.EMT' AND DON'T GIVE A
RAT'S ASE IF THAT'S
PAINEULLY OBVIOUS!

TAKE A LOOK! y
-rus-r
OuUT THE
AV WG THEIR A.RMS APO.ND
IN TIME TD THE MUSIC... AMD
EVERVQNEETWAV WITH

HELL! YOU couLp
G50 OUT THERE AND DO
THE HOKEY-POKEY AND
ANO ONE WOULD GIVE A
LasMay




OF COURSE, WITH

VY YO
HEELS, T DON'T THINK YOU'LL
HAVE TO DO MUCH TO DRAW A
WHOLE DIFFERENT KiIND
OF ATTENTION!

YEA AT S
MOTHER'S DOIMNG!
SHE'S HAD AME N
HEELS SiMCE DAY
ONE, SO THEYRE
LIKE SECOMND
NATURE TO ME
NOW!

HEY, IN THIS
CASE, MOTHER
EMNOWS BEST!

"SIGGELE"




S0 ALL T TAKES
IS A LITTLE WIGSLE
HERE AND A SHIAMAY
THERE! FEEL THE
MUSIC AND LET IT
A you!

BECAUSE IT IS/
CMOML.. BVE IT
A TRY!







NOW YOU'RE
SETTIN THE HANG
OF IT ALI TUST LET
YOURSELF 50!







A5 MUCH
As 1 HATE TO
SAY 1T, 1 Tifinic
ITS TWAE WE

ALBEADYT
A T Was
TUST STARTING
TO €T THE
HAMES OF
THIS!

VOU'VE HAD
THE HANS OF




LIS
(el T
EVER HAD THIS

= OR




YOU HAVE TO
N AS

OH, WE'LL DO
THIS AND A
WHOLE LOT
MORE, CUTIE! YOU
CAN c?;.r{m oN




A short while later...

SET BACK FRO
NEW ORLEANS LN

I DON'T KNOW
ABOUT FLN, BUT
DONT YOUR CLASSES

T THEY

SHOULD KEEP YOU
Bu Sl

ISY ERNOUS




THEY

SIS YEA
- TER

ALL WEEK HAS

Ay, T AM
EXCITED ABOUT !
BUT IT'S A WHOLE
DIFEERENT sIND OF
EXCITED THAR WHAT

FEEL WHEN T'M

WITH vour




THAT'S Wiy T
WANT TO GME YOU
SOME THING..
SOMETHING THATLL
KEEP ME IN YOUR
THOUSHTS UNTIL T
GET BACK MEXT
WEE!

PRESENTT
YOU DIDN'T HAVE
TO GET ME

CHLOE!




BUT THIS IS5
SOMETHING T
EVE BOTH

¥ SINCE YOU
FIRST WALKED

INTD MY SALON!













LL TALK ALL
ABDUT THAT
WHEN T T

BaALK

N THE

MEANTIME, YOU/

JusT MNTRATE
our

I THRK I
Tl










AFter a long drive across town...




T
SURPRISED MOTHER
ISMT SITTING UP

SAW THIS OUTEIT AND
WHAT CHLOE DID TO AY
MHAMR! NOT AT ALL WHAT

SHE EXPECTS OF HER
PRECIOUS
ARIEL!




BUT T'M SOING TO
HAVE TO CONFRONT
HER EVENTUALLY
ANYWRY! AND THE
SOOMER THE
BETTER!

SPENDING THE DAY
WITH CHLOE HAS
NED MY EYES T

OW O,
PERSON, ON MY 'F‘.E'RMﬁ‘
NOT MOTHER
PLIPP

I'sA F.rMﬂ.LJ.Y
STARTING TO SEE
MAUFH’JLATME N‘-D'l' HI:E
A4S BEEN THIS LAST YEAR.,
L.I"EE‘AL.Lv MDLBFNG ME
INTD HER IDEA OF T
PERFECT JMU&HTEE'

WELL, THAT'S
COMIMNG TO AN
END! FIRST THING

ACRROW
NASRENEN

TURMN THE LISHT
O, PARLING! T
WOULDN'T WANT YOU
TO STUMBLE AND
HURT YOURSELF N
THE DA’




LET '\..‘lE 1LI'E"—- I
THAT CHLOE PERSON,
WASN'T IT7

EAS:LV MOTHER, SO
ANO NEED TO GET ALL




AMD BEFORE YOU i
INTO ME FOR STAYING
OUT S0 LATE OR DOING SO
IN AN SUTEIT T'W SURE YoU
POMT LIKE,. LET ME SET ONE
THING STRAISHT ABOUT
THAT CHLOE
PERSON"!

CLOSE FRIEMD
PROBABLY THE BEST
FRIEND T'VE EVER

Hap!

SAYING MUCH,
COMNSIDERIMNG THE
ABYSAAL LACK OF
FRIENDS YOU HAD

GROWING P

AND WHOSE FaLILT
WaAS THAT, MOTHERT FOR
; o T AS FAR BACK AS T CAN

. , - R . = . REMEMBER, YOU'VE TREATED ME
p- - T i . AS LITTLE MORE THAN AN

. . : INDENTURED SERVANT; ALL THE
e e WHILE LAVISHING PRAISE ON
3 e - YOUR BELOVED DAUSHTER,
= e ARIEL!




NO! IT'S TIME
EOR YOU To Lo
OO AT THE
‘M TRYING
O BE! T'™a NOT An
ARIEL-CLONE... T'M
MY OWN

PERSON!

o AND CHLOE




WHO YOU REALLY
ARET OH MY GOD,
ARIEL! YOU DIDNT TELL
HER THE TRUTH
ABOUT YOURSELF,
DID You7?

AS A MATTER
OF FACT T m
ALY _IFE 15 T
ONVOLUTED 1“‘

“~I6¢-4" DO YOou
HAVE ANY IDEA
WHAT YOU'VE
DONET




PLEASE
UE THIS

OVERSHADOWED
FRUSTRATION ANC
LACKk OF SLEEP/




RE RISHT, OF
DEAR! TIRED AND
4 A










DAMN IT TO
HELL! EVERYTHING
\2.;25 GOING SO

1 ALMOST HAD
YOU COMPLETELY
CONDITIONED TO
BEHAVE AND EVEN
THINK LIKE MY
BELOVED ARIELS

BUT I FAILED
TO ACLOUNT
FOR UnMIKNOWAN
PARAMETERS,.. LIKE
CHLOE! WELL... THAT'S
EASILY FIXABLE!




uP To AMOwW, TVE
ORdLy HAD TO INSERT
SUBTLE ‘-UB\_PM.IHIL

HOUSHT THAT
T.nPPlha INTD vYOUR
MNATURAL INSECURITIES
AND DOUBTS ABOUT
YOURSELF OVER THE LAST
YEAR WOLLD BE ENOUIGH..

BUT ALONG
COMES LOE... WHO

l? AD 0155
&' NF O R"' BIVING
YOU THE WRONS lDEAS
ABOUT wl-L. Vau
YOURE SU SG 5.5,9 -rc

WHAT RUBBISH!

YOUIR
MOTHER! I'M THE
OME WHO DICTATES
WHO YOU ARE AND
WHO OR WHAT YOU
wiLL BE!




S0 IT SEEMS T'AM
GOING TE HAVE TO
PULL OUT THE
PSYCHOLOGICAL Bl
SUNS N ORDER TO
RESAIN CONTROL!

SUBTLETY 1=
NO LONGER &AM
QPTION! YOUR MNEW
FEELINGS OF
INDEPENDENCE ArE
AN ILLUISION T CAN
SHATTER wWiTH
EASE!

IT'S JUST A
MATTER OF TAPPIMNG
INTD THAT ONE LAST
EMOTIONAL
LANDMINE!




O, TO BE A FLY
O THE WALL I
THAT PRETT Y










')
AEOUT THE Way
YOURE CRUSHING
MOTHER'S HOPES
WHILE FLIPPING
h

OFF FATE




REALLYT
THIAME ASOUT [T,
ALEX! YOLU WERE

= 5 THE CAR THAT
NISHT, BUT T Was THE
OME THAT DIED! DOES
THAT SEEM RIGHT
TO YOU?

NO... WO 1T

ARIEL! T WISH IT
HAD BEEN ME
INSTEAD OF YOU!
YOU KAOMW
THAT!

WHAT DO
YOU MEANT




CONCIDENC: \
£7 or
WAS FATE TRYIN

'.;D TELL sﬂ{jﬁ

SOMETHINGT




AMOT
EXPLAINED Wi
HAD HAPPENED TO

ME, T WANTED 1O

DIE' T REALLY
[=li=1]

DIDAST, SE
MOTHER KNEW
HAD




’ THAT'S WHAT
YOU DON'T GET, ALEX...
SHE PIDNT £ IT T
SAVE YOU' SHE KNEW
THE TRUTH... THAT FATE
HAD MADE A MISTAKE
AND WAS TRYING TO
CORRECT IT!

SHE WAMTED
TO HELP PUT
THINGS BACK TO
THE Wiy THEY'RE
5UPP{;§‘ED T




AND SHE HAD ALMOST

DID... THAT IS, UNTIL. YOU
SUDDEMLY DECIDED YOU WERE
MORE IMPORTANT

" WHAT,

O L
ALEXT ONLY DEFYING
MOTHER... anD FATE
N FAVOR OF Youe
oWN WANTS AnD
NEEDS!

THAN
ANYTHING OR ANYOMNE
LSE!

THAT'S NOT
WHAT T was
TRYING TO DO!
I WAS OnLY..




THERE'S oMLY ONE
Way TD MAKE THIS
RISHT, ALEX!







Almost two weeks later...

HAAMAL.. NICE
LITTLE BLi\-r:--lLD‘\.
IN A MICE LITTLE
SUBURBAMN P-!F:"' oF
Towed!



1 Nmm;,v WOULDNT
CALISHT DEAD IN A
uElwaowow LIKE THIS, BUT
SINCE ALI HASMT BEEN RETURMING
ANY OF MY cnu.s THIS 1S THE
ONLY WY TO LET HER KMNOW
m FfNALLVm IN
TOW!

I CAN'T IMASINE
ALl 15 ACTUALLY
SHOSTING ME FOR

¥

BEING GONE S0 LONG!
MORE LIKELY HER MOTHER
FOUND A Wiy TO KEEP
HER FROM SETTIMNG MY
MESSAGES!




I WOULDK'T BE A BIT
SURPRISED IF SHE
ACTUALLY LOCKED ALI LIP

THE ENTIRE TIV
ESPECIALLY IE SHE TOL
HER EVERYTHINGS ABOUT

OUR NISHT oUT!

AND NOW 1 GET

A FACE-TO-FACE
WITH THE ICF GQUEEN

HiE F! =SS




IT'S CHLOE.

SAT ITT RUT I

MNIECE FROM THE
SALOMN!




HOW IS
YOUR ALMTT

OL
WT ALTHOUSH
REMEMBER

NS ARTY

ALLY 7

WHAT O EARTH
For?




pwvruwa ABOUT
THER ME
Cominis By oF ez

VING TD SEE
ME?

't AFRAID
.var- B FACT, SHE'S
BEEM BUSTLING
AROUND ALL DAY
GETTING READY FOR "
A DATE! #

SLE LAS
A DATE.
TONIGHT?







TESUS!
THAT IS ONE

BITCH WO
LOVES PLAYIN
THE MIND
SAMES!

NO WONDER ALl
WikS SO SCREWED
LP FOR SO LOMNG..
BEING RAISED BY A

MOTHER WHO MAKES
JOAN CRAWFORD
LOOK LEKE JUNE
CLEAVER!




HEY, ALIY IT'S
CHLOE! CAN T
COME INT




FROM AEW ORLEANS

I'VE CALLED YOU A FEW

TIMES, BUT 1 SUESS vYOU
oNT

1]

SET MY
MESSAGES!

7 WHAT
DOorG
HERET

EHL
ARE

LIKE 1 s4iD, 1
TJUST 50T BalkK

FROM NEW
ORLEANS! WE HaD
PLANS..
REMEMBER?
EMON, Al
OPEN LIP!

wELL, AaLL
BisHT!

- vy

Ea

g b g o













1i,|

i

il Lilas
-‘.ilhntls-t“‘{




DID YOU Say

LOOK, ALL.. TAA
TUST KIND OF
CONFUSED!




VAT ME TD
CALL YOU ALS

WY O EARTH
WOULD YOU CALL
ME ALI7 WY
wouLR
ANYONET




ALEXT
ALEX WikS ALY
BROTHER'S

MNAME, NOT

MINE!

VoL@
BROTHER?!
BUT YOU ToLD ME
THAT YOU
WERE...




3ty
NS
b |

OIPRITIN A [N~ L[S0 A




YEL LEMOK

CONFUSED!




EXACTLV WHAT
-Lk‘ hB ouUT!

5 OVERTIME

Dﬂs'l' FEW
WEEKG TO BURY THE
LAST REMNA

LE3
|N=-ll',"E ARIEI‘. S




O MY! SHE

TOLD YOU ABOUT

ALL THAT DD
SHET

2AaMn
STRAIGHT SHE
DID! SHE TOLD ME
EVERYTHING!

AND WHEMN
DiD SHE TELL
YOU ALL THIS?

ABOUT TWO
WEEKS Aso!




EELAPEE?
WHAT ARE YOU
TALICING
ABOUTT

EMOTIONAL
BREAKDOWN 4

PIEDT! BUT
SHE TOLD
ME,




THAT ARIEL
DIED IN THE WRECK
AND SHE'S ACTUALLY
ALEX, SURSICALLY MADE
TO LOOK LIKE HiS SISTER
BECAUSE OF THE
INTURIES HE
SUSTAINED P THAT
WRECKT

REALLYT
THAT'S A NEW

SHE SAID THE
INTURIES WERE
FROAM A& MUSSING
SEVERAL MONTHS
AFTER THE
ACCIDENMT!

WHAT Do
YOU MEAMN
"OTHERS
LiKE ME"T

Ot SHES
ONFIDED" IN!




THAT STORY SHE TOLD
YOU AND OTHERS |S A
DELUSION MANIFESTED BY
HER PTSL AMD SUILT! YOU SEE,
SHE WAS DRIVIMG THE CAR THAT
KILLED HER BROTHER: THIS
ALTERNATE REALITY SHE
INVENTED IS HER WaY OF
COPING!

SOMET
OBVIOUSLY SET HER
OFF Agam!




A8 wa \‘ ‘\k





















WOW! vyou LOOK
AMAZING! BUT THAT
SEACULDNT
SURPRISE ME!

SOMEHOW T
DOUBT YOU EVER
WILL! READY TO
&oT

ABSOLUTELY!




LADY OUTSIDE WHO WaS
LEAVING YOUR HOUSE

O, TUST A SAMILY

TRIC
RELATED DI'_"n.-L.I‘_'r‘Sk‘B 5 .‘J'E
THE OFFICE AND MOT
HAVING ANY HERE AT
MY HOME!




O, T DOMT
THINK THERE'S
AUCH CHAMCE OF
HER EVER COMING
BaCK HERE

A







AND THERN HER
PHONE WENT OFF
RISHT IN THE MIDOLE
OF PROFESSOR
LUNDSREN'S
LECTURE!

*SGGLE"™ YOUu
SHOULD'VE SEEN
THE DIRTY LODK
HE SAVE HER!




B AT 7 WY ARE
- -- YOU LOOKING Y:-r
- ME THAT Wi
) 4

o —

I CANT HELP IT!
YOLrRE TUST SO DaMM
CUTE... ESPECIALLY
WHEN YOURE ALL
EXCITED ABOUT

SOMETH

LIy

-

uﬂ"i"

.




KEEP TALKING
LKE THAT, MISTER,
AND YOU'RE SOING TO
BE STUCK WITH ME
FOR A LONG, LONG
TIME!




YES, FROM WHAT T C.
SEE, THEYRE BOTH CtEEﬁ!ﬁUL
HAPEY AND MAKING S00-G/
EYES AT EACH OTHER! IF T
COULD HEAR WLAT THEY WERE
SAYING, MY BLOOD SUSAR
LEVELS WOULD PROBABLY
SKY-ROCKET!

BECALSE IF 1 La:"r

WIS TO BE DISCREET
ABOUT IT!

YEAH, BUT IT
STILL FEELS
CREEPY, SPYING
On THEA LIKE
THIS!




'OUR FR O
HAPPINESS AS I AM

ABDUT
DAUGHTER'S!

PERFECT &I2L FOR
[2 ]




WELL, CHAZ

EVERY DAMN ONE
THEM TUST WANTED TOD
BE MEAR LM BECALISE HE
WAS A BECKHAM THEY
WERE OALY IN IT FOR THE
PRESTISE AND POSSIBLY
EVEN THE FAMILY AAME
AND MONEY, IF THEYD
LASTED THAT
LONE!

LUICK

F FOR
Hidd, HE'S GOT
ME TO OPEM HIS
EYES TO SHIT
LIKE THAT!




EXACTLY.
HAS AO IDEA HOW
FOETUNATE HE IS
A DEVOTEDR

TH ME
Az

vou
ARE INVALLA i.ag =




THEYRE
LEAVING THE CAFE
NOW! T'LL KEEF AN

EYE OM THEM UNTIL
HE SETS HER
HOME!

TLL TOUCH
BASE WITH viou
LATER, DOCTOR

BRAMNSOMN!




SCHUCKLE!™ THAT
SIMPLETON IS S0 AMUCH
EASIER TO AMANMIPULATE THAM
ARIEL! HE May BE COMPLETELY

THE FIRST DAY 1 MET
kAN

TAPPING INTD THOSE
FEELINGS HAS MADE HIM
MY PERFECTLY
IENORANT ACCOMPLICE
1IN AAAIRMTAIMNIMNG ARIEL'S AND
CHAZ'S RELATIONSHIP!

&
RELATIONSHIP
THAT 15 PEVELOPING
GQUITE MICELY.

JUST as ['D
PLANNED!



WHEM T
INITIATED THIS
LITTLE "PROTECT":
1 N VER DREAMED

OULD TLRMN
D"..-'T SO WELL!

THERE WAS DNE
NOTABLE SPEED
BUMP ALDNG THE Wiy

BUT ONE ADTUSTME,

TOO BAD T CANT

ME CONTH
E OF WOR




SSIGL™ O WELL..
ALL THAT MATTERS
1S THAT MY LOVING

DALISHTER HaAS BEEN

OF MINE IS5 SONE
FOREVER!




OTHER BMBOS AS
WELL!

REALLY COULD BE
AS PERFECT AS HER
MOTHER CLAIMS
SHE 1S/




GRIZ SWEARS

HE MaY BE &
LOT OF THINGS,
BUT SRIZ 1S NO LIAR!
THERE'S SOMETHING
ABOUT THIS CHICK
THAT (SA'T

KOSHER!







A Few days later, at the Frat house...

EZLIRTILH
aow o SOl
BOEL ~ S5ES







SOREY TO KEEP

YOU N THE DARK ON
THE REAL REASOM FOR
THIS, GRIZ, BUT T WANT
YOU TO BE CAUGHT OFF

SUARD TJUST AS MUCH AS

ARIEL 1S WHEN 1 BRING

YOU TWO FACE-TO-

FACE ASGAINI

EROM WHAT You
TOLD AME ABOUT THE
PARTY, THERE'S AO
WY YOU'LL BOTH BE

YOUR

ABLE TO HIDE

SMART SUY! HE'LL
PICK UP ON THE
OBVIOUS TENSION
BETWEEN YOU TWD AND
FIGURE OUT SOMETHIMNG'S
ANOT GUITE BISHT WiTH
WIS PERFECT LITTLE
PRINCESS !
HEH-HEH!




I somev-
HAVE TOP HE:

{st T E’UDV S

T WAS
EE&EV’

D")"J WQ:Q?V

-
PRESIDENT
FRATERMNIT

YEAH, B
ANOT DURIMNG A
DATE IF T Camd




EM .?éEN\.V ThﬂT
Was S0 IMPORTANT
1 l-\-!.I:‘ "'J_ RUEIH




HAVE JST &
AN EXTERMING
INSTEAD OF MET

I THOUGHT
T I

OLR HEALTH
INSPECTION COMIMNG
Ue AND







ITS ME... GRIZ,
FROM THE PARTY A

COMIN TQ-D T

.. VAT
CHAZ, T MEAN

AND AS A MATTER
OF FACT, WE'RE ON OnE
OF THOSE DATES RIGHT
ANOW! SOMETHING TD LIKE
TO ST BACK TO SINCE




SRIZ! WHAT
THE HELL, MANT!
&0 POWN THERE

AWND TALK TO

HER

WHYT TUE LADY'S
Ot A DATE WITH
CHAZ, PUDE' SLE'S
SO0T BETTER THMES
TO DO THAN CHAT
WITH THE &RIZ!




&
A
-
s
.
1]
.

™

.




WELL, FUCKk!
THE LAST THING
I EXPECTED WS

FOR GRIZ TO KEEP
HIS BIS, DUAMS
MOUTH SHUT!

Sl
REALLY |57




WELL oxcAY,
BUT.







ARELT
WHAT S
WRONST




WHAT'S

SOING ONT YOU
WERE A MILLION
A

IL IT
WBSNT !H\""I’HN&“




T 11} 3
one oW
W YO UL
ANYTHI
| WITH GRIZ aLAs'rwc- P————

————— HI";
e







Later that night, aFter returning

MY HEAD
BEEN

THATS
DISTRACTING
S ALL HELLS




LET'S SEE..,
WOTHI B8uT
THE HITS" ?A;GP'E'

RELAXING
EVENING*7 1 DON'T
THINK SO!

HAAMAA .
DEATHCORE
APOCALYPSE”
NOW THAT 1VE
60'." TO HEAR!

S SELE™




OH MY GOD! NOW
THAT 1= WILD!
THIS STUFF DOESN'T




OF COURSE,
WITH THIS

BANSING ANSY
In AAY HEAD T AdSY
ANEVER SET TD
SLEEP! "elosLE"



















The next morning...




500D
MORNING,
DEAR! HOW WasS
YOUR DATE
LAST NIGHT?

THAT'S
WonNDEREULS




BY THE Wway, T
NEED vOU TO
DROP OFF SOME
MEDICAL FORMS TO
THE COLLESE
ADAAIMNISTRATION
OFFICE THIS
MORNINGS!

T'AA AFRAID T
COMPLETELY
FORGOT ABOUT
THEM AND THEY'RE
DUE TODaY BY
ANOON!




NONSENSE!
IT'S IDICLILOUS
OR YOU TO DRI\

Ly
TJUST FOR A FEW
SILLY FORMS!




OH I'M SURE
THE DEAN WONT
MIMND AASYTHING
YOU ASkK Hikd TO

DO! *SIGSLE™

TUST OMNE OF
THE ADVAMTASES OF
BEING A IWOALAMN.
DPEAR! ADVANTAGES I'M
SURE YOU'RE STARTING
TO FIGURE OUT..
ESPECIALLY WITH
THAT BOYFRIEND
OF YOURS!




wikly I
PONT KNOW
WHAT YOU MEAN,
MOTHER!




I HAVE TO BE AT
WORK EARLY SO T'LL
TEXT DAVID FROAM ALY

CAR AND TELL HIM THE

FORMS ARE HERE OMN

THE COUNTER!

DONT WORRY,

MOTHER! T'LL
MOST LIKELY BE IN
THE POOL WOoRKING
OUT BY THE TIME
HE SETS HERE!













-~

i~

y d
i “ l ‘ Sl g,










A while later...




YOUR MOTHER
SAID SHED L
THE DOOR LN D
FOR ME, S0 JUST
HEADS UP THAT T'M
COMING INY




AMISHTVE
STEPPED OUT
FOR A MINUTE, OR

AMAYBE SHE...




OR MAYBE
SHE'S OUT

B
SWIMMING!

YOU KROW,
IT'D BE RUDE OF
ME NOT TO POP

BACK THERE
AND SaY
HELLO!




SHAME TO PaASS UP
THE O, TUMTY TO
SNEAK A PEEK OF ARIEL N
THAT TISHT LITTLE
SWIMSUIT SHE WAS
WEARING WHEN I FIRST
MET HER A FEW
AMONTHS AGO!

BUT WiEN
PRESENTED WITH
THE CHANCE TO SE
THEM IN SIWIMWEAR,
WELL... THAT'S WHEN
A MAN'S 50T TO TAKE
THE INITIATIVE!
HEH-HER




AND ARIEL 15 NO
EXCEPTION! BUT
SINCE I'VE BEEN DATING
HER MOTHER, T'VE HAD TO

1 HAVE A FEELING
THAT IF MONA EVER
CAUGHT ME OGLING

HER DAUSHTER, SHE'D DO
A LOT MORE THAN

JUST END OUR
RELATIONSHIP!

YEAHL.. SHE'S
DEFINITELY THE
KIND OF WOAAN T
DO NOT WANT TO
RILE!




YOU DONT

WowW! 1 HaD
MNO IDEA ARIEL WAS
INTD THIS KIND OF

MUSIC... AND SO
LOUD AT THAT!

NOBAMALLY
EXPECT SIRLS LIKE
HER TO BLAST

NEIGHBORHOOD!

SLESS
THERE'S A
LITTLE MORE
TO HER THAM
SHE LETS
ol

HEY ARIEL!
ARIEL!

TEENEEP

B S —

-



THANKS!




Y TO

SORR
INTEZRUPT YOUR
WORKOLUT, ARIEL, BUT 1
WAS HAVING TROLIBLE
EINDING THE
PAPERWORK YOUR
MOTHER LEET FOR
ME, AND,




HEA
BIVE ME A £
-3

SEC
"OFF AND




SUE
TRANSEPA,
THAT LITTLE THING

15 WHEN WET?




1 HavE TO
MAKE SURE T
DOMT LEAVE Any
WET SPOTS
ANYWHERE INSIDE!
MOTHER'S VERY
STRIET ABOUT
THAT!

BUT THEN
ASA, TM SURE
YOU kNOW HowW
STRICT SHE CAN

BE! *&iSELE™




CMON!
LET'S 60 FIND
THAT PESKY

SET OF PAPERS
ForR You!

TESUS! 18 THIS
REALLY THE SAME
SlRL WHO
PRACTICALLY MID BEHINDG
LER MOTHER WHEN 1
SAW HER LAST

SPRI




YOU MUST NOT Hay [:
BEEN LOOKING
VERY HARD!

WELL, T
WAS [N A
LRy AND
JUST CIDN'T
LOOK IN THE
RIGHT P ,_AC.E

1 GUESS
THAT AMAKES
SEMNSE!




OR MAYBE YOU
WERE LOOKING IN
THE RISHT PLACE... OR

T LEA:

[ YOUR
ATTENTION!

WHAT? NO! 1,
UAAMAA, . T HEARD
YOUR MUSIC OUTSIDE
hN%ﬂt'ﬁ‘ w.in;rso
TO SA&Y HELLO,
THAT'S ALL!

THAT'S S0
SWEET oF You,
DEAN! YOU'VE ALWAEYS
BEEMN SO MICE AND
HELPFUL TO BOTH ME
ARD MY MOTHER!
THAT'S ONE OF THE
REASONS 1 LIKE
YOU SO MLICH!

WELL T
UHHLL.. HAPPY
FOU THINKE S0,

ARIEL!




! H-‘i‘b' ;'

WELL, ITD
LIKE TD THing<
50 Too,
HEH-HEH!

“SaA5e
Ok, SHIT!

OF COURSE,
I'h\ SURE THERE

ARE OTHER
REASONS MOTHER
LIKES YOU SO
AUCH!

BECALISE T CAN
HEAR HER TELLING
YOU THOSE REASONS.,
RATHER LOUDLY AT




LOOK, ARIEL! T
DONT THINK WE
SHOULD BE..,

WHICH HAS 50T
ME THIMKIMNG THAT
MEYBE T WNEED TO
EXPERIEMNCE SOME OF
THESE TRAITS THAT
MOTHER ENTOYS
SO MUCH!

OH, oF
COURSE YOURE
THNKIMNG ABOUT IT..
LAND! YOU HAVEAN'T
BEEM ABLE TO KEEP
YOUR EVES OFF ME
SINCE YOU &80T
HERE!




AT DID T
CATCH YOU OFF
SUARD? THEN T

5!1‘ OULDNT
E-E 7\. ﬁUR PRISED.

Dty
MO‘FHE 9"5 MU&H‘I“ ER,




HAMMAM! FEELS

DEFIMITELY
TELL WiHAT SHE




OkcAY, THIS
HAS TO STOP...

RIGHT NOW! 1...
WE CANNOT 00

ALL EVIDENCE
T2 THE

CONTRARY
*GISGLE™

YOU'RE A
STUDPENT!

MNOT OME OF
YOLIR STUDENTS,
THOUGH!

AND T'A
PATING YOUR
MOTHER!

T WioN'T
TELL HER IF
WOL WORT!

PAMN
STRAIGHT YOu
WON'T, BECAUSE
THERE'S NOTHING TO
TELL HER SINCE
NOTHING

HAPPENED!




AKE THESE
PAPERS YOUR
MOTHER LEFT
ME AND
LEAVE!
1 SUSSE

FORSGET ALL ABOUT
THIS LITTLE..
INCIDENT!
oKAY' 7

STOP CALLING
ME THATS










Rt EETE .._-..mw.nﬁ ¥ ..un_.w.ﬂwuw.!!. s ”.l-w-,ﬂ.manbuh.___._,n..u.;.. )

ﬁm‘._hm.”.

HhAMAA!
1 THiINK T

f
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A couple of weeks later...




YOU SLURE

TS JUST A

BUT IT"S
SWEET OF
You 1o
OFFER!




WELL, WHAT
KinD OF

ViAA! T
LicE T \-\-...Eéq
YOU CALL M

YOUR siRL!













"

¥
HOME EARLY! IS
EVERYTHING

e,
NOTHING
SERIOUS, SO 1
ASKED CHAZ TO




WHY THATS
S0 SWEET OF
YOU TO SAY,
DEAR!

HOWEVER, 1T HAVE
MOTICED THAT ¥
TV'.O H-l‘fh BEEN
WD LOT MORE
TIME n'r H!S PLACE
THaN HERE
LATELY!

NOTHING
TD m WITH
ME, T HOPE!

NONSENSE!
IS JUST THAT
EVERYTHING HE'S
PLANNED FOR US

ELy HAS BEEN




THERE'S ALSO
SOMETHING TO BE
SAID FOR NOT HAVING
TO DRIVE YOLRSELF

BACK HOME THAT

LATE AT NIGHT!

THAT
WORKS
BOTH Wavs,

DEAR!

"GIGELEN

oH, TVE
NOTICED!
WEIBELE




OH, T WiLL,
MOTHER!







A little over an hour later, an
©ber pulls up to the house...










=
-G’METHNG- & LLT‘"I..-E
MORE OUTSIDE THE
BOX WHEN IT COMES
TO SERIOUS FUNT

AS A MATTER
oF F»‘\\.T I bo! TS

THOUSH!







AFter a Ieng'fh\r drive across town...




NOW THIS IS
MORE LIKE IT!
NOT OMNE
COLLEGE BOY N
SIGHT! NOTHING
BUT MEMN!
SROWLT




HAAMAA! THERE'S
SOMMETHING
ABOUT THIS PLACE
THAT SEEMS VASUELY
FAMILIAR! DON'T
KMNOW WHY,
THOLIGH!

1 wWouLDL

THIS BEFORE




AMD WITH
MEM AS TASTY
AS THAT

SPECIMEN!
YLAAM Y







NOW, TUST TO




I THOUSHT |IT
WoLLD! T
A SiN AND TOMIC
W N OGET THIN




TUST A4S EASY
AS ALL THOSE
COLLESE BOY'S! LET'S
JUST HOPE HE CAN
PERFORM BETTER!




And, as the evening wears on...










HATE TO LEAVE A
SMOKINT THINE
LIKE YOU ALONE R
EVEN A SECOND, BUT
ITVE GOTTA LT
THE HEAD!




YOU BET
YOUR BUNS
OF STEEL




DERI
GEEFV TALENT I SEE
D HE

NF&HT SPOT‘







OH... HEY THERE,
CHLOE! 1 SEE IT'M NOT

1. I NEVER
THOUSHT 1'D EVER
SEE YOU HERE ASAIM!
ESPECIALLY DRESSED

WHAT 'S
GOING ON 1S T'M

TROLLING EOR
SOME 5;5!00’5
mmglsﬂ




YES! T BROUSHT
YOU HERE ABOUT A
MONTH A0 PONT
YOou REMEMBERT

S WHY
THIS "'- PI.M LOOKED

FAMILIAR! BUT
MUSTVE BEEN TOTALLY

WASTED BECAUSE 1
PONT REMEMBER ANY
DETAILS... OR YOUI...
AT ALL!




YOU WERENT
WASTED! AND vOU

WEREN'T, AS YOUR
MOTHER TRIED TO

BHE SAID THATT
WOW! 1 kNOW
MOTHER LIKES TO

EVEN FOR HER!

s
EVER 1TH|N{: you
TOLD ME ABOUT THE
CRASH AND THE
ASSAUL'F




ASSALULT 7 WHAT
ASSALLT ARE YOU
TALKING ABOUTT NO
OME'S EVER LAID A HAND
OM ME WITHOUT MY
PERMISSION!

WELL, EXCEPT
FOR A COUPLE OF
TIMES WHERE 1 SAVE
THEM PERMISSION
AFTER THE FACT!

*SIGSLE




' DATE WILL BE
ANY SECOND,
AND WHEN THAT HAPPENS
I SUARANTEE 1'LL BE W
TOO PREOCCUPIED TO
LISTEN TO YOU
AN ]




And as Chloe quickly recaps the
bizarre story told to her several
weeks earlier by Ali/Alex/Ariel...




A change in Ariel's expression
gives her a brief glimmer of

hope...




A glimmer that is quickly
snuFFed out...




TESUS! T DON'T KNOW
WHAT IT IS YOUVE BEEN
SMIEFING AT THAT SALON OF
YOURS, BUT SAVE ME A

YOUL.. You
PON'T REMEMBER
ANY OF TTT




REAMEMEBE
USED TO BE : OW
FRE AN EP&TH'EE’?
YEAH, TAA
TROUBLE E L ""
THAT LITTLE AAEAORY

KNOW WiHY
DDHU& THIS, BUT IT
MES TO A STOR.

RIGHT FUCKING
NOW?




ALEX 15 DEAD,
GOT IT? PEAD AND
BURIED! T'M THE ONE
THAT SURVIVED THAT
WRECK, NOT HIM!










THAT GieL HAS
SOME SERIOUS
ISSUES!




No*’ 1 CAN'T
& E THAT AL!
.PEESONALFTV-
DISORDER! WaS

TOO REAL, AND
TOO... LOVING!

THAT WITCH OF
A& MOTHER HAS
o)










A couple of weeks later,
at Chaz’ apartment...

f ICRLDIMNnss




HAVE 1 TOLD YOou
HOW AMAZING YOU
LOOK TOMISHT?

ND, T ME.

1 DOWNT THINKE TVE
EVER SEEN YOU
PRESS THIS SEXY
BEFORE!

SECOND YOU LAID
EYES Ot ME!

WELL, I JUST
WARMTED TD LOOK
EXTRA SPECIAL

EOR MY MAN

TOMUSHT!




PIDNT You
Sy RUDY WAS
STUDYING FOR
MIDTERMS AT THE
LiBRARY UNTIL
LATET




AnD YOoLR
APARTAMENT WHEN
HOUSE, WELL...
WE WERE HERE! TUST THE

THOUSHT OF YOUR
MOTHER CATCHING
Ugﬂl‘ﬁ MORE THAN

EXACTLY! 50

WY ARE WE

WRSTING TIME
EHATTING ABOUT

CHRIST!
TUST sSHUT UP
ALREADY AND
TAKE WHAT T'AM
THROWING AT

YOLr







IDEALLY, 1D
PREFER TO KEEP MY
MORE INTENSE NEE
HIDDEN FROM CHAZ,
CONSIDERING HOV
BIZARRELY CLOSE
AND MOTHER ARE!

THANKS T HE
INGISTENCE T STAY
HOME AND STUDY FOR
MIDTERMS ALL

I HAVEN'T BE
TO SCRATCH MY
ITCH M ALMOST
A WEEK!




ME
AY MIDTERMS,
THAT S




\ W,
'™ - [
‘,‘1" L ¥

F










Five minutes later...

FDF‘ OonE OF
BE!

"IJ‘-»T l\"\\' L

IAA
"'rNr; §TEADV WITH
HAS THE FASTEST
TRIGSER ON
CAMPUS!




ABOUT k.EHI':DHc.* HIS
SATISFIED!










ALLY
DO THAT7 I
I MEVER THLC
Your










O, HARDLY, BABY!
I'8 JUST SETTING
READY TD RETASK










ST THIS SO

CH BETTER
THAM THE SLOPPY
"y WERE

WY WLl







A couple of hours later...

S0, DD Yyou
HAVE A MNICE

BLOWING EARLIER,
SWEETIE!
"SSSLE!"




CHANCE
RUDY WiLL BE GO

TOMORROW MNIGHT
AS WELL? I'D SUR

LOVE TO CONTINLUIE
WHERE WE LEFT
OFF! AGAINT T DON'T
Know, BABE! IT AAY
TAKE ME A COUPLE
OF Day's 1O
RECUPERATE!

o4, T sURE
IE& g

FireD
SOME way TD &€
YOU BACK INTD
SHAPE! T HAVE
LOTS AMND LOTS
OF [DEAS!

THEN HE'LL
BE GONE IF 1
HAVE TO kCie

HiAA DT
HEH-HELY

THAT'S
WHAT T was
HOPING TO
HEAR!







BYE, BABE!
SO0D LUCK ¢

KON
YOUR MIDTERMS







TONIGHT
_ COULDN'T HAVE
GONE ANY BETTER!
A FEW MORE MISHT:
LIKE TH'S AND T'LL
HAWVE CHAT TRAMWED
JUST THE Wway T
WAAST A

AND THEN
HE WON'T ONLY
BE RICH D
HANDSOME BUT
ALSO A DYNAMITE
LOVER! THE PE.Q‘FEﬁT
ALL-AROUND CATCH,

AMaAY EVEM BE

1

ABLE TO &VE UP

ANY LATE-MNIGHT
HOOK-LUPS!







NAH WHD A T
KIDDINGT THAT'S
ONE LITTLE PAST-
TIME OF MINE TLL
MEVEE SIVE UP!




A Few days later...

O Ay, DRIVING
AROUND TOwWN

El
MY NEW FAVORITE WELL... A
PASTIME! VERY CLOSE
SECOND!

"SIGSLE™



ARIELT 1=
THAT Yo,

TS JUST
AE!

I'D LIKE TO
TALkK TO ¥You
ABOUT

SOMETHING' T'LL
BE OUT IN A
AMINUTE!

HAAANA,
SOUNDS LKE
MOTHER HAS A
Bl UP HER BUTT

ABOUT
SOMETHING!




YES, T'M
MEETING DAVID AT
OUR FAVORITE
RESTAURANT!

S0, WHAT
DD YOU WANT
TO TALK
ABOUT?

T L TRty +




WELL, OF
COURSE Wi

E! HE IS 4
BFVFEFEND.

OH, T AM,
HONEY, T AM! T
COULDNT BE

HAPPIER ¢

You
TOSETHER!

THEM
WHAT'S THE
PROBLEMT




RE YOU TWO \
BEING CAREFLIL
RELATIONSHIP
DEVELOPS!

ONE ANOTHER, 1 DONT
WANT YOU TO BE

OLED
SOMETH
NEITHER O
IS READY Fi







MOV THAT

T'LL BE STAYING AT
HIS PLACE TOMNIGHT, S0
HaVE A Mh.E EVENING

ESPECIALLY
AETER 1 FIGURE OULF
WHY, AFTER NTIM;’

CHAZ FOR ALMOS

Ve FINALL Y
5ET5 fﬁ'ﬁ”ﬁﬂw

ALMOST AS
IF SHE KNEW!
BUT HOWT




HAAMAAM AND A
GUICK PEEK AT
HER PHOME MIGHT
GIVE ME SOME

AR SWERS!




BUT W'Y THE

HELL WouLD

THAT LITTLE
SHIT TELL sy
MOTMIE# ABOUT




WHAT THE
HEL L

I'LL BET THAT
LITTLE FUCK HAS
BEEM KEEPING T
O ME E

DATING!

HidA L TO T

pHE abavia




THE BiG
RUESTION IS HOW
CLOSE RUDY HAS

BEEN FOLLOWING ME
AND HOW MUICH HE'S
TOLD MOTHER!

THERE AREMNT
AnrY VOICEMAILES ON
HER PHOME SO T MAY
JUST HavE TO DO A
LITTLE DISSING ARDUND
THE HOUSE AFTER
SHE LEAVES FOR
HER DATE!




Later on, after Mona has left...

1 SHOULD BE
FLATTERED THAT
MOTHER S PASSWORD
IS MY NAME aMD
BRTHDATE!
BUT THAT
WONT CHANGE MY
FEELINGS ONE LITTLE
8IT IF I FiMD oUT
SHE'S BEHING RUDY
STALKING ME!

JTESUS! SHE'S
GOT A LOT OF
SHIT OM HERE, BUT
MOSTLY WoRK
STUFF!




PLAYLISTS?
YEAM, T DONT
THiNKE =0,
MOTHER!

A5 FAR BACK AS T
REMEMBER, T CAN
NEVER RECALL MOTHER
EVER LISTENING TO
MUSIC... OF ANY KIND!

SHE ALWAYS
COMNSIDERED T A
DIST

RACTION!




FUCK GOOD ARE THEY
THENT

GFO0! IT'S Bid ENOUSH TO
BE A WHOLE DaMN BO0OK!
LET'S SEE WHAT THE
SYNOPSIS SAYS..




~ =
.« although the practice of hypnopedia, or
sleep-teaching, has been widely discounted
in recent years, when combined with the
oppropriate physical and emotional
stimulations and amended as described in
this report, the subject’s behaviors can be
significantty modified, enhanced or even
removed completely.

M

WVE M
SHIT YOU'RE MESSIMNG
WITH, MOTHER!

S




-

Subject A’s responses to the treatments
exceeded expectations. AFter the initial
correction of all possibly aggressive and
contentious tendencies into more docile and
obedient ones, further, more specific adjustments
were made. As hoped, subject A’s responses fo
these new adjustments yielded remarkable and
promising results.

As such, experimentation on this subject will
continue, which will hopefully lead to implementing
these techniques with other subjects... j)

WHY DO 1
SUDPENLY FEEL A
LITTLE SiCK TD MY
STOMACH? T NEED TO
EAOW HOW LONG
SHE'S BEEN DONG

THIS!

IS THERE &
TABLE OF
CONTENTS, OR

SOMETHINGT







MOTHERT
WL WHAT ARE
YOU DOING BACK
HEREY




WHAT WERE
YOU DOING I
MY ROOMT

O, T, Uik,
WANTED TD TAKE A
BATH AND WAS
LOOKING FOR OMNE OF
THOSE BATH 80M85
YOU TALK ABOUT SO
MUCH!

O, T AERAD
I "';F\— THE LAST
ONE A COUPLE OF
DAYS AGCY T'LL MAKE
SURE TO GRAB
EXTRAS NE

L. T
APPRECIATE
THAT!




Okl AND SINCE
TI'LL PROBABLY
STRAISGHT EROM DAVID'S
TO WoRk TOMORROW,
T'LL PROBABLY NEED
THIS AS WELL!




AFTERMOON, DEAR!

YES..
SO0DBYE,
MOTHER!




1 PONT NEED TD
READ THE REST OF
THAT DOCUMENT TO

KhOW EXACTLY WHAT
YOUVE BEEN UP TO:
AMOTLER!

CLEAR AMD EXPLAINS
SO MUCH!

HOW
NOT HAVE SEEN
WHAT YOU WERE
DOING... RISHT IN
PLAIN SIGHT ... AnD
TO Your OWN
CHILD!







YOU HATED FATHER
S50 MUCH AFTER HE LEFT
THAT YOU WOULDVE DONE
ANYTHING TO KEEP ALEX
FROM TURNING OUT LIKE HIM/
SO YOU PROGRAMMED Hinm
TO BE THE EXACT
OPPOSITE!

YOU MADE HIM

gﬁ 4
SPIN u%\g AND
DEATHLY AFRAID TO
DISPLEASE YOU
ANY WAy

AND OF
THAT, HE'S éﬁﬁ; Your
PROTECT KILLED my

LITTLE BROTHER, MOTHER!
AND THAT'S SOMETHING
IiL NEVER FORGIVE
You For!




LD
INFORMED YOU OF MY,
» YOLMRE THINKING

L,
THINK AGAIN,
AMOTHER!




END!




A couple of days later...




SIGHT LOOKS
LIKE I'M GOBRG TO BE
HERE LONGER THAN ID
HOPEDR! DAMN T/ 1 was
REALLY HOPING TO GET

IT NEVER
FAILS.., RISHT AFTER
MIDTERMS... THE PELUSGE

MNURSE & FAILING GRADE
BACK TO HEALTH! I'VE
HARDLY HAD & MINUTE'S

REST FROM THEM
ToDay!




1 USUALLY DONT
HAVE ANY TROUBLE
S&ANS NO TO THEM, BUT
SOME OF Th&DSr_- COEDS CaM
AMAKE [T BEALLY TOUGKH THER
LITTLE TEASE ACTS MUST
WORK WITH SOME OF THE
PROFESSORS, OTHERWISE
THEY WOULDN'T KEEP
TRYING THEM OUT
ON ME!

TOO BAD MONA'S
OUT OF TOWN
TOMNGHT! THE Wity
THESE GIRLS HAVE
AMPED LP MY LIBIDO
TODAY WOULD MAKE FOR
A VERY FLLFILLING
EVENING!










My =

ALWAYS

ORTANT
> 1 @EAL




T .wsswp
ERYTI TC

CHMEIED IN
THAT RESARD

THAT HAS
NOTHING TO
DO WITH YOUR

AMOTHER,
BELIEVE ME!

FIRST T WaANT
TD APOLOGIZE
OR THE Wiy T
ACTEo THAT Dévy' YOU
STOPPED BY THE
HOUSE!

T KrOW HOW
OSE YOU AND
MOTHER HAVE BECOME
AND T DONT WANT MY
POOR BEHAVIOR TO
TEOPARDIZE THAT! LHER
HAPPINESS MEANS
EVERYTHING TOD

ME




1 EANOW THAT IT'S

EXPLAIN MYSELE, IF
YOU'LL LET ME!

WHEW! 1T DONT
KNOW IE SHE'S DOING
THAT DELIBERATELY OR

0T, BUT SOME




1 PON'T KNOW
EXACTLY HOW MLUCH
.l." ‘I'HEI- HAS TOLDR \'DLI ABOUT

IF YOU BEALLY
MNECESSARY..




SLE
PROBABLY HAS
TOLD vOU THAT My
FATHER LEFT US
WHIEN T WAS VEZY
YOoUNG!

ASC
DOMNT REAMEMBER
AUCH ABOUT LM AND
SINCE MOTHER NEVER
REALLY GATED, THERE
WERE MO STRONG
MALE INFLUENCES IN

MY LIEE SROWI
(=]

BUT ALL
THAT CHANGED
WLEN SLE MET

Your

ME?
Wi, WIHAT
oie I pot




RIGHT MNOWT

WELL, 1
5UPP05E THAT
SENSE,

T
NOTHING YOU DID
EPEC IEICALLY! I‘I‘ =
MORE T

HE Ay D
MOTHER rN"’E—DAcTEDf ‘I

FINALLY &5OT TO
THAT KIND
RELATIONSHIP LIKE,
AND, WELL. TS HaD &
PROFOUND EFFECT
O AME!

BUT IT DOE5N‘ T
E ISE M

BEHAVIOR THAT Day, T
KNOW! THAT'S WHERE
ACCIDENT AMD
MEDICAL HISTORY
COME INTD PLAYT




ey
R AMOTHER,
SURE EVERY
) E

ARD THAT

DECIS BENEFITS
EVERYONE!
2Aamny




INFORTUNATELY,
OME OF THE SIDE
EFFECTS OF MY
AMEDICATION, ESPECIALLY
SHORTLY AFTER 1 TAKE T,
IS IT KIND OF CHARGES
ME LIP AND MAKES ME A
LITTLE... IMPULSNE!

AND THAT'S
PRETTY MUCH WHAT
pp EAED THAT Day
AT OUR HOUSE! T'D JUST
TAKEN THE MEDS WHEN
P D BY, IT WasS
X THE FIRST TWE 1D
WORN THAT SNl AND,
WELL. L KNOW
WHAT HAPPENED
MNEXT!

o, T
DEFINITELY
REAMEMBER!

FOR A LONG,
LONG TIAME!




IT Wi JTUST A
PERFECT 5TWM oc
HORMONE

TRYING TO PUT THE
MOVES ON YOU 1N OUR
OWN HOUSE WAS An
INCREDMBLY STUPID AND
SELFISH THIMNG FOR ME TD
DO, AMD T PROMISE IT
WILL NEVER HAPPEN
ASAIN!




V'~ 1I'M S0 GLAD WE
HAD THIS EHAT, ARIEL!
CLEARING THE AIR LIKE

THIS CAN OAL
THINGS BETTER FOR
ALL OF us!

I COULDNT
ASREE MORE! AMD
I'’™ SURE MOTHER
WiLL LOVE HAVIMNG
YOU BACK ARDUND
THE HOUSE

ASAI

YEAH, ME
TOO! HERE, LET
ME SHUT OFF MY
COMPUTER AND
TLL walk You
ouT!

OH, BUT I'M
NOT LEAVING
GUITE YET!




OH, HARDLY! NOW
THAT WE'VE COMEIRMEDR

Wi,
WiHAT ARE
YOU TALKING
ABOUT
ARELT

I'M TALKING
THE oMLY
EGUITABLE Wiy FOR
ALL OF US TO SETT




N OTHER
WORDS, I
CONTENT WITH JUST
HAVING YOU HERE O
BLIS, WHERE MOTHER
= Lm:'r|cﬁl.{,‘r‘ NEVER
COMES! SHE CAN HAVE
YOU EVERYWHERE
ELSE!

HAVE MET! vou
CAN'T POSSIBLY
MEAM...

OF COURSE 1 DO,
SILLY! T THOUGHT I
AMADE MY EEELINGS
ABOUT YOU PERFECTLY
CLEAR! AND YOUR

FEELINGS ABOUT ME,
WELL... THEY"VE BEEN
OBVIOUS FOR QUITE

SOME TIME!
SSSLE™

THEN
YOUVE

TOTALLY AND
COMPLETELY
MISREAD ME' T




YOou DosT
WHAT? DONT CAST

YOU TO LOOK..
ESPECIALLYT AND YOU

HAVENT
DISAPPOINTED!

r.aem THAT vs.ev .
M You &

ND'
E T C-'UT "'I-lE PO
ou D FEEL YO Ew.-'ﬁm

MAE! T ADAIT, IT WAS A LITTLE
AWKWARD AT FIRST,

AMOwW 1 cAN'T
ENOUGH OF |




L
|
ALREADY HALRWMY
UNDRESSED! %

YOU WERE S0
"SISGLE!"

DISTRACTED BY
EASY! T'M ALSO
VERY FLEXIBLE!

THESE, [T Was




NOW, UNLESS
T'AM MISTRKER,
’ ALOT

WITH THESE OFF
AS WELL!

OH, STOP IT;
DAVID! YOU KAOW
YOU WANT THIS AS
MUCH AS T DO YOUR
FALSE INDIGNATION
IS GETTING A LITTLE
BORING!

THERE'S
NOTHING
FALSE 4BouT
IT AT ALL! T,




NEVER LIE!




OH, GVE IT LUP;
DAVID! YOU WEANT

PERS, "RE
HUE’TV\.(: 8y l-l.:Jl_DtN.r-
OUT 15 YOURSELF, AND
I, FOR OWNE, DON'T
WANT TO SEE yYou

|T I PROM !SE'







OOOOHHH!

NOW THAT'S WHAT

T WaS HOPING
o










MMM, KT Y
Il BET MOTHER
NEVER LET YOU DO
THIS WITH HER!
SISGLE™

PON'T ...
PLEASE DON'T
MENTION HER

RISHT NOW! TUST
poNTY!




ANYTHING vOU
SAY OR WAANT, DAVID!
DO0OOOOHHH!







A while later...

&EE, T DOWT
KROW Wiy PEOPLE
ARE ALWRYS AFRAa10
OF BEING SENT
THE DEAN'S OFFICE!
I KIND OF LIKED IT!
"SIoSLE"




N FACT, T'AA
ALREADY \ERY
MLICH LOOKING

WARD TO MY
NEXT VISIT!

WEXT ViSIT, ARIEL! T
SHOULDNI'T HAVE

THERE CAN'T BE A




oUW, DONT BE
SILLY, DAVID! YOU KNowW N
VERY WELL THIS Wi
AUCH AMORE THAN WOL )
JUST LOSING
comTROL! P

YOU WANTED IT A8 SO
MUCH AS T DID! AND
YOU'LL CONTINUE TO WaNT |
IT. TO WANT ME... EVERY
TIME YOU SEE NE! TS )
INEV

TTABLE! o




EVEN IF YOURE
o I GANT LET
IT GDN'T INUE! T
COULD LOSE MY
TOB... MY WHOLE
CAREER!

T WOULDNT ONLY BE
HAVING AN AEFAIR WITH A
STUDENT BUT ALSO WITH
MY SIRLFRIEND'S
DAUSHTER! WHAT KIMD OF
PERSON WOULD THAT

MAKE MET

YOU Say N’D o
THATT




S0-AR,
A CLA

56 TO &
o

AND AS AMUICH AS
I'D LOVE TO STICK

ARDUND AND e
EVENTUALLY CATOLE |
YOU INTD ANOTHER
OUND, T HAVE




00D BYE,
DEAN! AMD
THANK YOU S0
MLUCH FOR ALL
YOUR HELP!
"GISELE™




TESUS!! WHAT
THE HELL HAVE T
SOTTEN MYSELF

INTO?




As he discovers over
the next Few weeks...










The onswer to the his question...
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Until, a Few days later...







WHYT? WHAT
HAPPENED,
MOTHERT IS HE
OKAYT

DON'T REALLY ¢
DAMB HOW HE 15!




SUDPENL
DECIDED TO TAKE A
NEW TOB 1N
ORESONT

TOMORROW, IF
YioU CAN BELIEVE
THAT! HE SAID A FRIEND
OF His CALLED AMND
OFFERED HIM THE FOSITION
OM THE SPOT! CLAMS
IT'S A "BETTER FIT" FOR
WHAT HE WEaNTS OUT
OF LIFE!

CAN YOU

BE.‘.r THAT
CrRaPT OREGON,
OF ALL PLACEST!




WELL, 1 WAS S0IMG
TO 60 OVER TD SOME
FRIENDS AND STUDY, BUT 1
CAN STAY HOME IF YOU'D
LIKE! WE CAN WATCH A
COUPLE OF OLD MOVIES
TOGETHER!

NONSENSE! a
VIBRANT YOUNG
WOMAN LIKE YOU

NEEDS TO BE OUT WITH
HER FRIENDS, NOT
TENDING TO HER
MOTHER! T'LL BE
FINE!




ACTUALLY T84
SURPRISED YOURE
NOT SONS OUT WITH
CHAZ TOMNWGHT!
NOTHING'S WRONG
BETWEEM ~¢-::u_.|i TWO,

FOR FiNALS!

AMAZING YOUNG
LADY!T T DOWT KhOW
WHAT 1 EVER DID TO

DPESE A
DAUSHTER LIKE
you!




I WAS PLANNING
OM BEIMSG HOME
RATHER LATE, THAT IS5,
UNLESS YOU'D RATHER
1 COME HOME
EARLIERS

PON'T BE
RIDICUL OUS!
ENTOY THE TIME
WITH YOUR FRi
AND T'LL SE
THE MOR

I LOVE You,
Too, PeaR!

JAILED NM SWIM TEAM MEMBER C

ICALLY ASSAULTED IN PR
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SIGHT SO WHAT

UT OF HIM, THE REST
WAS JUST BETTER
AVERASE SEX!

I WOULDVE HAD
TO BLMP
EVENTUALLY
WHEN THING
BETTER CAME
ALOMG!

AND IF ARIEL'S
RELATIONSHIP WITH
.'.’.h‘ﬂs’ KEEPS SOING IN
THE DIRECTION T WeANT

HORIZOM!

e T

—

| —




MNOT OMLY 1S
CHAZ S FATHER FILTHY
R¥H AND DIVORCED, HiIS

HREE UNCLES ARE
EQRUALLY AS RICH.., AND
TWO OF THEM ARE ALSO
CURRENTLY
WAARRIED!

IF I CAN KEEP
ARIEL OM THE RISHT
PATH, SHE MaY NOT

BE THE ONLY OMNE
AMARRYIMNG INTO A




Later that evening, at Chaz’
*Fraternity Function®...

JEEEEEEErEE .

T !




HEY CHAZ, WHERE'S

THAT PRETTY LADY O

YOURST YOU AINT SO

STAG TOMIGHT, ARE
7T

OH, HELL NO/
ARIEL 50T HERE A
WHILE AGO BUT WENT
STRAFGHT UPSTAIRS TO
Fix AKEUR OR

4 LADY AS PRETTY AS
THAT DOESN'T NEED
MUCH FIXING THAT'S FOR
DAMM SURE! HEH-HEH]




THEMN ASAIM, SHE
BEEM LP

AS
THERE FOR AWHILE!
MAYBE 1 SHOULD 50
CHECK O HER!

i
BE HECESGAEV
puDE! WHOA!

Ok, IS SHE
COMINGT DID
SHE FJNA.‘.LY
DECIDE Ot A LIP

6!.055 CDL(JE?










Lkt VEAH'

WELL, T JUST
EIGURED ¥ TM SONG
O BE THE GIRLERIEND
5": T PRESIDENT OF THE
MOST PRESTIGIOUS
FRATERNITY ON CAMPUS, T D T DONT THINK MY
RETE T STAND QLT N “GOOD-GIL" X VIBE WAS
AT L S BETTING T DONE! S0 T OPTED

OR SOMETHING A LITTLE
LESS.,. SUBTLES




S0, WHAaT
YOU THIMNCT

OH MY GoD!

T OFF.,
AND THEN SOME! 1
DON'T THIMK THERE'S

THEN I'D

OH. HELL
YES!

i 50

IS




SOOD! THEN
THAT MAKES IT A 2-0
LANDSLIDE WIN, WHI
GUARANTEES YOU A VERY
SPECIAL CELEBRATION
AFTER THE PARTY
TOMIGLT!

DOOHH DO
REALLY HAJE

s
SURE THIS PARTY RUNS
SMOOTHLY!

HEY CHAZ!
THE KEGS ARE
RUNNING OUT!




A B[ N
SMOOTHLYT

=00,

vourgE
PERFECT!




YOU KMNOW, OAE
OF THESE DAYS Y

yY'S YOoU













THIS AMAY SOUND A
LITTLE COMNFLISING,
CHAZT HE'S MY BUT HE AND T LIKE TO
BLDDY! /!

LOookiNG!
TS KING OF
4 SAME WE PLAY..

TO KEES THINGS
INTERESTING!

3 gl S e

i, g e Y T S wn
e B e P S T it 4 14 ner




WiHOA,
AS MUCH
oV

SET

. 5E
DGETHER BEFC

THE NIGHT'S
OVER!

E













Over the next hour or so, as Chaz deals
with the party, Ariel makes the rounds...
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Feeling very welcome...




oD YOU HEAR
WHAT HAPPENED
TO THAT &UY |

PRISON UP IN
NEW MEXICOT

I'M READING ALL
ABOUT IT MOW!

I'D PLANNED!

- P ——a
e




OF COURSE,
THERE'S NO
REASON 1 CANT
PAY SGRIZ TWO WISITS
THIS EVENING!
"SGELE™

AND HERE SHE
S,.. THE NEW

QUIEEN OF THE

FRAT HOUSE!

OH MY GO 1
THIMKE T DATED
THIS SUY ONCE 1IN

DATING DAYS
ARE OVER FOR
OO0 MNOWT
SISGLE"™



APPRECIATE
£




MO WHAT
W'OUI.-C‘ THAT BE,
PREY TELLT

THAT YOUR S4D
LITTLE “"SiRL-NEXT-
pooR" ACT wWas FAKED
FROM THE SET-&50
YOURE AMNOTHING BUT A
CHEAP WHORE TRYING
TO SET YOUR HOOK'S
INTED HIM FOR His
MONEY!

4
AN

Yay %

|
lﬁilnﬂlll

oo S, e

"HI.!HK.“

""--+n-..‘. ,\.

—— - i‘
| Illlllmy
pgecwﬁerr A u‘—""-
/| rctises of vou L RRRE D ﬂ
TOMIGHT... BEING THE \
COMPLETE SLUT YOU
\ “REALLY ARE WHEN
CHAZ 1SWT
ARDUND!

-3
=)
P -

I
»
l”
.

FALINTING ..
AND TEASING.
AMD RUBBING UP
ASAINST ALL THE
GLYS HERE
TOMNISHT! IT'S
PATHETIC!




S OH, RUDY,
RUDY, RUDY! YOU POOR
MISGUIDED LITTLE AMAN!
DO 1 LOOK LIKE THE
"SIRL-NEXT-DOOR" TO
You'?




AND AS FOR MY
'SLU'TTV BEHA‘J‘!OE";

SJ—(AI 1 was
MAKE SURE EVERVGNE
HAD & SO0D TIAME!

BOY LIKE YOU
DOESNT!




E

IT C AS S
MISUNDERSTANDING!

W LONG
YOU'VE BEEM
STALKING ME!




YOU KNOW, T THINK
YOUVE JUST PUT YOUR
FINSER RISHT OMN THE
HEART OF THIS LITTLE
MELODRAMAS

CHAZ'S FAVORITE
BireH: I AM!

L T

Se | &







THAT BITCH!
THAT BdeH THAT

FUCKfNé BFTC.‘H'
riL sHow HER!

- i E—

Il!!‘”ll'._ 5 munm




HE FINALLY
REALIZED THAT I P
DO NO WRONS 1N CHAZ'S
2 INSTEAD HOPES
SET BACK AT ME
THROUSH My DEAR,

B
EXACTLY Wi
I WAANTED

™ DO




BREAKIMNG LIPF MOTHER
AND DAVID WAS ONLY THE
BESINNING! NOW, WHILE SHE'S

THAT MEANS T
CAN EINALLY STOP
PRETENDING AnD SPEND
THE NEXT COUPLE OF YEARS
PRIVING HER CRAZY AS
THE DAUGHTER FEOM
[ !




_EVEM |F SHE

T LEAVING TONN
ALTOSETHER!




W
E
2
a
i
4




ITS NOTHIMNG..
REALLY' AT LEAST
MNOTHIMNG 1 WANTED TO
TALK ABOUT TOMIGHT.
DURING A PARTY.

ARIEL! TF
SOME THING S
BOTHERING YO,
I WaNT TO KNOW

AB:

ouUT Im!

T

I KNOW, AnD T
LOVE THAT ABOUT

PLEASE..
JUST TELL
ME!

S I
You INSIST!




ouUR RELATIONﬁHf
LJNT

WHAT
H'.ll NGEDT

EUDV‘? WHY THE
HE BE




AT

B, TR

1 HATE TO SAY
THIS, BUT.. T THINK
Ay MOTLIER LS
HING SPYING ON
ME!

BUT WHY

WOULD YOUR

MOTHER Ask
HIAA TD DO
THATY

1. T DON'T KNOW!
SHE'S ALWAY'S BEEN
VERY PROTECTIVE OF ME
MAYBE TS HER TWISTED
Widy OF AMAKING SURE
YOL'RE TREATING AE
RIGHT, OR SOMETHING

LICE THAT!

T KNOW, BUT.

IT WOLLE EXPLAIN

HOW SHE KNOWS

S0 MUCH ABOUT
us!




KIND
FREAKED
ot To T

i




MADE LOVE,

AE |F







THAT'LL PROBABLY
KEEP HiM BUSY FOR A
WHILE! LONGS EMNOUSH

FOR ME TO HAVE A
GLICK. VST WITH THE




And, at that very moment...

WAT §5 1T, RUDYT
AREL ISNT EVEN WITH
CHAZ TOMIGHT... SHE'S
STURYING WITH
FRIENDS! S0 WHY ARE
YOU CALLINGT

STUPYING, HUHT WELL,
TAKE A LOOK AT THESE
AND THEN TELL ME WHAT
KINDG OF STUDYING YOU
THINK YOUR PERFECT
IGHTER IS DOING

TONIGHT?

WHAT ON
EARTH ARE
YOU GONG O
ABOUT?




WHAT THE
DEVIL...T

WHO THE HELL
E ALL THESE
BOYST AND WHERE'S
CHAZ?

OH, HE'S ARDUND
HERE SOMEWHERE,
BUT SHE'S -ﬁ(J'I';:_EN

BACK!

WHAT ARE
YOoU TALKING
ABOUTT HOW

LONG HAS THIS
BEEN OING
ONT

WEEKS, MAYBE
LONGER! 1 DIDNT
TELL YOU BECAUSE T
DIDN'T HAVE ANY
PROOF.. UNTIL
ow!
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DEAN MARTIA
T'AN SUIRE THEY
WERE FOOLING
AROUND BEFORE

HE &UIT!

SRlney

i S e s
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LOOK, T DON'T CARE
WHAT SHE DOES WITH
THESE OTHER GUYS, AS
LONG AS SLE STAYS
AWAaY From CHAZ!

I ENOW YOou
CON'T WANT TO

SHE
GOOP ENOUGH
FOR HiM!

I DON'T BELIEVE IT!
YOU'RE OBVIOUSLY
MISTAKEN! T...
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L. 1 WAS AFRAID
TOU T HATE ME
THAT'S WHY 1

) \‘i"i‘

You,
¢ i OU RE HHET."NG

."l'
‘\\‘
'l

SOON
PROMISE!
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HMPH T WAS THIS
SE TO LETTING THE
LITTLE SNITCH DROWN N
OWH PATHETIC TEARS!
T A NEEDY PERSON LIKE
HIM, WITH SUCH LOW SELF-
ESTEEM, COULD BE
USEFUL TO ME DOWN
THE ROAD!

BUT FIRST,
| /B TO DEAL
I T THAT
DLIPLICITOUS
DAUSHTER OF
MIME!




HER ABHORRENT
BEHAVIOR IS OBVIOUSLY
bLE T OME KIND OF
LEFTOVER INFLUENCE
FROM THAT CHLO
PERSON! 1 THOUSHT

T'D KNOCKED ALL THAT
OUT OF HER!

WELL, A FEW
SERIOUS TWEAK!

O HeR T“ER‘APV'
SMHOULD S6ET

TAKEN CARE C‘F ON’CE
For

AL
T HOPE!

AND

W

™ oo
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UGH! 1T anm SORELY,
SORELY TEMPTED TO
JUST WIPE HER CLEAN AND
START ALL OVER FROM
ATCH... MAKING HER AMUCH
D MY Wiy OF
OING THINGS! BUT WEWE MADE
bG MUCH PROGRESS n*u") -’lJ
MOS0 MUCH HARD WORNK,
BE A EHAM.E

TO LET ALL




HEY THERE,
PRETTY LADY!

HEY THERE
YOURSELF,
SRIZ! GOT A FEW
MINUTES TO
SPARET

ANYTIME
FOR You,

SORGEOUS!




O, HE SAID HE
WAS SOING TO GET
MORE BOOZE FOR

THE PARTY! BLIT kHE
AMORE THAM LIKE
BANGING THIS BLONDE
CHEERLEADER 1N
ONE OF THE BACK
ROOANS!

GISGLE™




Oy, TELL ME IF T'A
SEEING THINGS, BUT ARE
YOU ACTUALLY UP HERE
WATCHING THE NEWS
INSTEAD OF OUT THERE
PARTYINGT?

T KMOW TS
wemo BUT THEYRE
THIS

GOT Lis TUAMKE CUT
OFF IN A FIGHT,
AND...

LLOYD WAS ARRESTED
SEVERAL MONTHS ASD AS PART
OF A DRUS :TIHE:’- AT PUOENIX
STATE UNIVERSITY AND WwWAS BEIN
HELD AT THE STATE
CORRECTIONAL FACILITY WHEN
HE WAS ATTACKED...




ALTHOUGH SEVERE
AND GRISLY IN
NATURE, LLOYD'S
INJURIES ARE NOT
EXPECTED TD BE LIFE
THREATEMING.

YOU KMOW, LEARIMNG
THINGS LIKE THAT JUST
TURMN ME OFE! WHAT SaY
YOU CRANK LIP SONE
THOSE TUNES OF YOUR:
S0 WE CAM GET BUSY,
HMAMAAT

S







NOW, WHY DON'T
YOU BRING THAT
LONG, HARD MONSTER
OF YOURS OVER HERE SO
I CAN GIVE IT SOME

SPECIAL
ATTENTION!




SO0, THIS
BOD OF YOURS IS
AWE:

SOME!
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ASSAILANT IN PRISON ATTACK IDENTIFIED

_—_







CMOM, BOY! LEAMME
SHOW YOU WHAT oR.

Ei = T AT!
HEH-HEH-HEM!!



















AFter ancther round...
or Two...




AN YT HING
YOU s4Y, PRETTY
LADY!




THAT FACE..
THAT FACE ON THE

TV! I REMEMEBER
HiA! T REMEMBER
EVERYTHING!




THE HORRIBLE
THINGS LE DID TO ME
IN THAT ATTACK! ALL
THE SURGERIES! ALL
THE LIES!

AND T ALSO
REMEMBER FINDING OLI
HOW MOTHER HAS BEEM

MANTPLLATING AMND

aa,
THIS WHOLE TIME!




BUT.. IF THAT'S TRLE,
AMD T REMEMBER ALL
THIS, AMD KNOW THAT 1A
ANOT THE REAL AREL, THEM
WY DIDNT I LEAVE SRIZ'S
ROOM AS SOOM AS IT ALL
CAME BACK TO MET

I DIDANT JTUST
LET HA HAVE ME
THAT SECOND, AND
THIRD TAE, T was A

WL LIAG, MO
EAGER PARTICIPANT
ALL THE WAy TO
THE END!




= — =R
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THERE'S ONLY
ONE PERSON
WHO CAN HELP ME
FIGURE THIS ALL
ouT!

1 TUST HOPE
1 HAVEAT
PERMANENTLY
BURNED THAT
BRIDSE!

i L il
- il r"di&sl""i“.\l‘ﬂ'- 5
.




After retrieving the phone
From her bag..

PLEASE
PICK UR.
ASE PICK
ue,




HELLO?

YEAH.. IT'S
REALLY ME!
AND I MEED
TO SEE YOU!




F-IA‘. l— AcAR -""HD CAR
(,xJé PLACE IN

l STAY WHERE

YOU ARE! T'AA
ALREADY IN

THAN THIRTY!







SHE H AE
STRAWGHT EQ{

THIS ALL OL

w L)
NOW I JUST
NEED TD GATHER
MY THINGS AND
SLIP OUT OF HERE
= CH

—




Lo A
MY SISHTS FOR
SO LONGT

HOW EOL
LIKE VOU ESCAPE

|
T.
1]
g
L]




WELL MAYBE YO/
JUST HAVEN'T BEEN
LOOKING 1M THE RIGHT
PLACES, STUD!

THEN HOW
ABOUT WE MAKE
UP EOR LOST TIME
AND HEAD BACK TO
MY ROOM FOR A
LITTLE ONE-ON-
ONE TIME,
HAAMANT




TEMPTED 1 AM |
OFFER, HANDSOME, BUT
UNFORTLUNATELY, MY
DANCE CARD IS
ALREADY FULL!

OTHER TIME!
O AT

LATER IS
BETTER THAM

 NEVER,
SORGEOUS! TIL
THEN!




OH SHIT! THAT.
THAT WIASAST AN ACT!
IF T WASK'T AMEETING
CHLOE IN A FEW MINUTES, T
KNOW T'D DEFINITELY BE
N SOME BACK ROOM,

WRAPPED ARDUND THAT
&y SREOCKT

1S THAT WHO
I REALLY AM
MOWT HAS BEING
ARIEL FOR 50 LONG
PERMANENTLY

CHANGED nmET




IF I REACTED
THAT Wiy TO A

> ... OR, &
FORBID, GRIZ!

TJESLUIS! TUST
THINKING ABOUT
HiM RIGHT NOW IS

MAKING ME WET! T'VE
SOT TO GET THE HELL

OUT OF HERE..

~Nowr



A Few minutes later, as
Ali gets to her car...




CHLOE

¥ ONE SECOND
ONGER! THE RISK OF

oNe Sr; THE 6 L 1
IMNDING ME 15 Wi
HavE EE
GREAT! / P WITH HE
SOMEWHERE
ELSE!

-




WHERE THE
HELL DO You

THINK YOU'RE

SOING 7!




RUDY 7!
WHAT THE HELL
ARE YOU DOING T
GET OUT OF

MY cAar!

I'M NOT SOING
ANYWHERE TIL
IVE TOLD YOU OFF,

you BITCH!




OH, SHIT! 1

FORSOT ABOUT RUDY!

1 UNDERSTAND Wiy HE

SO PISGED AT ME, BUT

THE LITTLE As‘HOLE
BROUS [=1¥]

i MﬁELF y

a-“\ “;‘.?- i ' |';;
wen 1l

y _—

U
BLT I'\ NOT

YING HERE!




AET SND IF YOLS WANT
BE PISSED AT M
THAT'S FINE. ] T I ToLD
CHAZ WAS THE
TRUTH! WE BEEN
SPYING ON ME EOR A
MOTHER! PENY T T
DPARE You!

Wiy WOULD T DENY
IT? OF COURSE IT'S THE
TRUTH! I KNOW WHAT
KIND OF WOMARN L
RBEALLY A




AND POISONED HiM
ASAINST ME!

HE SAID HE'LL
NEVER FORGNV
ME! YOUVE Eumf.fo
MY FLUCKING
LIFE!
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TALK Hid DOWNY




OME OF YOUR OTHE!
BOYFRIENDS TO
HELP YOU SHLUT

ME Lie?




My PHONET!
ARE YOU FUCKING
INSANE 7! T NEED
THAT BACK!!







Several hours later... WO THE
DEVIL COULD IT

BE AT THIS
HouaT













Almost two years later...




THAT FlaniceE oF
YOURS WILL BE HERE
ANY MINUTE! YOU DONT
WANT TD KEEP HIM
walminve, bo you?

CORRECT ME IF T
WRONG. aur L"lD-\.l T You
TEACH ME T =P \

AN m.'rws NE O
LE BEST WAYS TO KEEP
HM INTERESTEDT

TRUE! BUT NOW
THAT YOUVE 60T

HIM CORRALLED,
DONT MEED TOD
THAT GAME!




OTHER WiYS
=HAA rN'I'ERE-TED THAT
ARE MLICH MORE
ENTOYABLE... FOR
BOTH OF yOu!

TRUE! wHEN
A MAK SETS
BORED, HIS EYE
TENDS TO
wanNpee!

BUT I LicE
PLAYING SAMES,
MOTHER! 40 DIDNT
YO ALSO TEACH ME
THAT wou MUSTNT
EVER TAKE YOUR

MAN‘ FoR
SRANTEDT

O, THAT'S NOT
A PROBLEM WITH

I THINKE IT'S SAFE TO
SaY HE'S ADDICTED
TO LITTLE oL ME!
"SISSLE™




SaY 1 LOOK LIKE A
TRAMPT

YOU HAVE & MUCH
BETTER UDERSTAMDING
OF WHAT YoUuR AMans
LIKES THAN T D&




I'n SLAD WE
E0 THAT IT'S
BETTER 1 REMEMBERED
MY PAST, MOTHER' IT
MAKES ME APPRECIATE
F-‘ WHO

A.'.' THE ANSST
CONFUSION T
5UEFERED

5*20N6£E .lNE" MO&’E
CONFIDENT THaN i §
THOL

EXHH_AE.-:TWG
NEW

oF
DREAMS!




I' TUST SLAL 1
COULD FINALLY HELP

|

LONELINESS!

O, YOU HAVE,
MOTHER.,. N
SRADES!







O
You LooK
AMAZTING!




SSIGH™ THANK
SFOODNESS WE LIVE IN
A TIWE WHERE MODERN
MEDICINE CAM TURN EVEN
THE DARKEST OF
TRAGSEDIES WNTD An
OPPORTLUNITY!

1 OVERPLAYED
MY HAMD AMD MADE
A MESS OF THINGS
THE FIRST TWWE
ARDUND, BUT LIKE AnY
SO00 ENTIST, 1
LEARNED FROM MY
MISTRIKES!







o pEARY
TWO HAVENT
CHANSED YOU MINDS
ABOUT SETTIN

MARRIED,

YO




SOM. .
/A : ANEVER
BEEM MORE SURE OF
ANYTHING 1N =

DALUGHTER!




TS LIKE A DQEAA'I
COME TRUE!

e AET
EVERYTHING
BEEN T




1 KNEW YOUTD BE
HAPPY COR AME,
MOTHER! SOMEMOW,
I TUST KNEW YOUD
UNDERSTAND!

OF COURSE,
DASLING! YOUR
HAPPINESS IS THE
OAILY THING THAT




HOMNEYMOON
SUITE AT TH
T E

OOKING & -L
HEE A BOMANTIC
VIEW OF THE
OCEAR!

LU P
THAT RED
BN OF

NEED THE
BOTTOM HALFE! 1
R

AT TE E
TOPLESS!







That FatefFul night, almost
two years ago...

- TMOR MONA,
BRAN: A (o
L THE HELL IS MY
DAUGHTER?!







YOUR DALIGHTER'S
CAR WAS M AN
ACCIDENT DOWNTOWN On
I-0... IT WENT OVER THE
GSUARD RAIL AMD CRASHED
OMTO THE STREET
BELOW!

OME BADLY BURNED
BODY WAS RECOVERED
FROM THE WRECKASE,

PRESUMABLY THAT OF YOUR

WNRECOSN
THERE WaAS MO IDf

PRESUMABLY 7!
I WON'T ACCEPT
THAT DOCTOR! WaS
ANYOMNE ELSE
BROUGHT WNT

WELL. THERE
wE.Fb: Two OTHEP
INDT D LLAL: ROUGHT
N WD WERE ALSO
Ir-':rL.rRED

THINK TS
UMNLICELY THAT..




PASSEMNSERS N THE CAR
OR BYSTANDERS, BUT,
LKE I sAID, T REALLY
DON'T THINK...




&0
PREPARE

H RE OF
INTURIES, DR! \:j'b.-
LET ME iN
THERE!




ARIEL7
ARIEL,
HONEY?







PASING DR
PAGING
DR, GRANT...

GRANT.




' SORRY, 1
HAVE TO S0! Wikl
YOUf BE ALL RISHT,

DR BRANSOMNT




MY BABY

15 GONE..
THIS TIME
FOREVER...




1.. TRIED
TO STOP
HER.




RUDYT! YOU
WERE WITH HER
WIHEN THIS
HAPPENEDT!

SHE LOST
CONMTROL OF

CAR .. CRASKED...
NOTHMNG AFTER




WHAT HaVE viol!
&OT TO BE SORRY
48oUT? TVE LOST
EVERYTHING!

YOLn YOULL
HEAL! YOU'LL 50

RIGHT BACK TO
YOUR FRAT LIFE...
TO YOUR PRECIOUS







I SUESS THAT'S
ONE OF SEVERAL
THINGS YOU AND T
SUDDENLY HAVE 1N

COMMON! TOO

BaD WE.










L HOW
FAR ARE vYOU
WILLING TO 50 TO
GET CHAZ
INTD YOUR LIFE
ASAINT

THAT'S S0
VERY, VERY







1 ] T

So once again, over the next months,
Mona pulls out all The stops and calls
in more Favors...










Reliving the rites of passage of a new
mother daughter relationship...










A relationship that develops
and grows quite rapidly...










Thanks in no small part to a very
willing and active participant...













Whose whims Mona is more
than happy to induige...




And then the day arrived...




YEAM, LIKE T HaD
TIME TO WARTC
ANYTHING THIS
D MaAYBE
IME TD WATC










o
REACHED OUT OR
TALKED TO YOU SINCE
THE, UMMM, THE

PLEASE DONT
EEEL BAD ABOUT
THAT, DEAR! WEVE ALL

0 MOVE ON

Al To
WITH OUR LIVES N
OUR OWA ey
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WELL, T
GRADUATED LAST
MAY AND AR MOW IN
MY FIRST YEAR OF
LAW SCHOOL!

HOPE =0, K - FAY5 N4

Al duice A N rebbbbts

AT MY DAD'S i1 g «r#’?""’ A Ay
OFFICE PART

RISHT NOwW!




O, I'M STILL
KEEPIMG
EXTREMELY BUSY
WITH MY RESEARCH!
BUT, LK . T'AA S

TAKING A BREAK “-\qu' al
LUNCH! 1 CLTTTEE
L R ARRLRE
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In FACT, HERE
COMES MY LUNCH
DaTE Aow! I
LOVE FOR YOU TOD
MEET HER!




THAT'S ALL
RIGHT, DEAR! T
HAD THIS FINE

& MAN

' . MOTHER? %
: ‘ YU AE AR
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HER
DALISHTER!
THAT'S WHY 1
CALL HER

MOTHER.”

YOUMGER BY
EXACTLY IT
MINUTES, THANE
YU VERY MUCH... A
FACT BOTH YOU AND

SHE LOVED TO
REAIND ME OF!

1. I HAD NO
IDEA! AREL NEVER
MENTIONED S+

HAD & SISTER...
AND A TWIN AT
THAT!




FRATERNAL
TWINS!

ALEXIS
STAYED BACK
EAST WHEN ARIEL
AND 1 MOVED ouT

J'HD L
HI:F-'-E

DEUEDCD "I'O




L 5

B

RN

4
ﬁ.r. A i A RN
Bl b o BB S

Nb%t ol b il
i

e







BUT I WS SOING
TO LAVE

SIGHT FINE!
1 UNDERSTAND!

ALy AN
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T YO U
COME ALL THE WAy
DO HERE

ERE FOR
MNOTHING!

UNDERSTAND,
MOTHER! PLEASE
DONT WoRey
ABOUT IT!




I woluLp

SIMNCE WHEN 1S
SPENDING TIME
IMPOSE... WITH & LOVELY
YOUNG LADY AN
PAPOSITIONT

WELL, WiHEN

You PUT T

THAT Wi
Ll







AR I
AT FIRST
YOU DOMNT
SUCCEED.,
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Meanwhile, acress fown...
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HEY, TLL TRY







UH-OH
YOURE GETTING

LOOK Again!
WHAT'S S7?




DO YO EVER
REGRET HOoW

MLICH TV
CHANGED

SINCE THENT




TO BE
TRUTHFUL, T
LOVE YOU MORE
TODAY THAN T
EVER DID!

THE WaY
YOU'VE BEEN ABLE
TO RECONCILE YOUR
EXPERIENCES AS ARIEL INTD

WHO YOU ARE NOW HAS

MADE YOU INTD A




SERIOUSLY.
YOuU KNOW 1
COULLDNT HAVE

IF YOL HADMT
SLEOWR U AT T
WRECK WHEN YOU
PICKING ME UP OFF T
SROUND AND SETTING
ME OUT OF THERE
BEFORE MY CAR WENT
OVER THE RAILING,
Wik KNOWS WHERE
I'D BE

- ’ PROBABLY BACK
| WITH MOTHER,

SMILING A MINDLESS
SMILE WHILE SHHE
SUBMITS AME TO MORE
OF HER INSANE
EXPERIMENTS!




3 WELL, AS FAR AS
lF SHE p& THE REST OF
THE WORLD KNOWS
ARIEL BRANGON DIED ™
THAT WRECK AFTER HER
CAR BURST NTO
FLAMES!

ANO OMNE,
ESPECIALLY
YOUR MOTHER,
WILL EVER COME
L-Tx-ik f:-“d- FoRr

Lif

I KNOW, AND
I COULDN'T BE
HAPPIER ABOUT
THAT! BUT.




RUDY'S THE OMNE
WHO D-'ED I THAT

STILL
THEY COULD HAVE

LA
HAT MUCH OF A

MISTAKE!

WRECK, NOT ME! 1
"r‘ SEE HOW

IT WAS CHADS,
HONEY! YOUR CAR
:HC‘EC‘ up c.rz.q..f:HED INTE

A SAMALL HOMELESS
P! THERE wEf-tE LOTS
oF |N3'ur215-—. THE EMTS HAD
TC TAKE CARE OF, BUT
FORTUNATELY, NONE
OF THEM SEVERE!

THE ONLY
DEATH WAS EROAM A

ANE ONE KNEW RUDY WaS
WITH ¥OU, THEY
PROBARLY TUIS

ASSUMED 1T =
YOUf AND LET IT
SO AT THAT!




THERE ARE

MNO BUTS THE
ALTERNATNE IS
LETT NG EVEZYD 7
INCLUDING YOUR

MOTHER, KMNOW
YOURE STILL ALNVE!
IS THAT WHAT

YOU WANTT

RELAX AND
CONCENTRATE
INSTEAD ON HOW YOU!

W T TD SPEND

THE SECOND
AMNNNVERSARY OF
ouR F.:grei'r

THEN JUST \ 2{

]




SCE -
POOR, UNSU.‘DPEC TING
VIETIM TO HaVE OUR
WY WITEHT

MESS 8
WITH A TRIED AMD

TESTED METHOD
THAT HAS ALWAYS
WORKED &0 WELL

FOR US IN THE
PASTT
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FOD,

. YOU ARE
SUCH A WHORE!

e SSLE™


























































