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' \ I STRUGGLED FOR CONTROL OF
: MY OWN BODY, AS IT CARRIED
-|_ ME OUT OF THAT BEDROOM...

MY LEGS MOVING AS IF I WERE
POSSESSED, BRINGING ME PAST
A HANDFUL OF CLOSED DOORS AS
I APPROACHED THE SINGLE OPEN
ONE AT THE END OF THE HALL...




il
IT WAS ONLY THEN THAT AGENCY
WAS RETURNED TO ME, SO LONG
AS T DIDN'T ATTEMPT TO CHANGE -

i

THE COURSE I WAS SET UPON... r ——

o AND I PAUSED FOR A MOMENT
E TO CONSIDER MY OPTIONS...




o
SOMEWHERE DEEP IN THE BACK OF
MY MIND, I KNEW THAT STEALTH
WAS ENTIRELY POINTLESS HERE... = B
THE REVERBERATING CLACKS OF

THESE HEELS AGAINST THE HARD
FLOOR MADE SURE OF THAT...




YET THAT KNOWLEDGE NEVER WENT
ANYWHERE, AND I FOOLISHLY HID AS
I DRANK IN MY SURROUNDINGS...

23 SOMETHING WAS OFF ABOUT
gl THIS PLACE... BUT I COULDN'T
PUT MY FINGER ON EXACTLY
WHAT THAT COULD BE...




l I POSITIONED MYSELF THERE

- A MOMENT, WAITING FOR ANY
SIGN OF MY CAPTORS IN THIS
MASSIVE ELEGANT STAIRWAY...

BUT NOBODY CAME, AND AFTER
CONVINCING MYSELF IT WAS SAFE,
I CAUTIOUSLY STEPPED OUT AND
BEGAN SEARCHING FOR AN EXIT...




‘:‘?‘:}D THERE IT WAS... “%!‘ “‘iii 1

IIII“ ‘

THE FRONT DOOR WAS LEFT D[
COMPLETELY UNATTENDED "

]
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EVEN WITHOUT ANY OF MY FORMAL

TRAINING OR THE KNOWLEDGE THEY

STOLE FROM ME, I KNEW THIS WAS
LIKELY TOO 600D TO BE TRLE...




I LOOKED AROLIND HASTILY, EYES

COMBING EVERY POSSIBLE AREA T

COULD SEE WITHIN THE CONFINES
OF THIS ENORMOUS HALLWAY ...

'YET, AN UNDERLYING SENSE
' OF CONFUSION FOLLOWED...
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IT WAS OBVIOUS, OF COURSE... |

‘ HAD I NOT BEEN SO DISTRACTED‘

ht EARLIER, I MAY HAVE NOTICED... &
“\. - ' — e |

AW \E ‘ u-“‘ f.. BUT I WAS FAR TOO ENTHRALLED AT
A \ ..unw' THE MOMENT TO CARE. WHEREVER I

. WAS, I NOLULD FIND SANCTUARY ..
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I ONLY PAUSED BRIEFLY TO
CONSIDER WHERE THEY HAD
INTENDED FOR ME TO GO...

-

ALL OTHER DOORS WERE
CLOSED, SAVE THE ONE
I JUST ARRIVED FROM...
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T HATED HOW EASILY STARTLED o
I HAD BECOME, AND I SIMPLY .

- FROZE UP AS | WAITED IN FEAR

9 1 = FOR WHATEVER CAME NEXT...




WHEN NOTHING ELSE DID, I
RAN. CAUTIOUSLY FLEEING

TOWARD MY ONLY CHANCE
AT ESCAPING THIS HELL...




THE MOVEMENTS OF MY ALTERED
BODY FRUSTRATED ME, AS I FOUND
MYSELF DESCENDING THE STAIRS
WITH AN UNINTENDED DELICACY ...

THE SPEED AND AGILITY I KNEW
MY ENTIRE LIFE WERE ABSENT...




AND UNCOMFORTABLY NATURAL... v

VAN at \
.| REPLACED WITH AN UNWELCOME
| FEMININE GRACE. INCONVENIENT S \
- |
ANXIETY HAD MY HEART POLINDING
HEAVILY IN MY CHEST AS I BEGGED

MY WEAK LEGS TO MOVE FASTER...

s
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EACH STEP ADDED TO THE
SUSPENSE. T WAS CERTAIN
THEY WERE WATCHING ME
FROM SOMEWHERE, YET AT
THE MOMENT, IT SEEMED I
WAS COMPLETELY ALONE...

I BRIEFLY PONDERED WHAT
LIFE WOULD BE LIKE FOR ME,
IF I WERE TO SUCCESSFULLY
ESCAPE THIS NIGHTMARE...

BUT THAT WAS A WORRY
FOR ANOTHER TIME...




'ALL THAT MATTERED RIGHT
NOW WAS MY FREEDOM...

\
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EVERY STEP I TOOK WAS FULL
OF PARANOIA AND DREAD...

sl

'EVEN WITH MY SHATTERED
INTELLECT, I KNEW THAT A

SINGLE PHRASE FROM THEM |
COULD EASILY TURN ME INTO ) /4‘

|\
o

THEIR OBEDIENT PUPPET... J

BUT NO SLUCH COMMAND
CAME AS I APPROACHED
THE VACANT ENTRANCE...

;




AND THEN I HESISTATED...

BRIEFLY WONDERING WHAT
WOULD BE WAITING ON THE
OTHER SIDE OF THE DOOCR...

THE FAKE SOFIA MENTIONED
DINNER. WERE THEY PLANNING
TO TAKE ME SOMEWHERE...7

WAS I GOING TO BE SEEN
IN PUBLIC LIKE THIS...?







I WAS SO OBSESSED WITH
REACHING THIS EXIT, THAT I
HAD ALREADY FORGOTTEN
ONE IMPORTANT DETAIL...

THEY SOMEHOW MADE IT
IMPOSSIBLE FOR ME TO
OPEN MY OWN DOORS...



I WAS OUTRAGED BY THE
INJUSTICE OF IT ALL...

BUT EVEN WORSE, I WAS
DEEPLY FRUSTRATED WITH
THE STATE OF MY OWN
COGNATIVE ABILITIES...




FOR ALEX BATSON, THIS -

DEAD END WOULD'VE ONLY
BEEN A SMALL SETBACK... /o.nd'""

— ! » o

B : :
BUT FOR LEXI, THIS WAS
A HUMILIATING DEFEAT...

g B WAY OUT WITHOUT HAVING

| Sl
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IT HANDED TO ME... I WAS

AISOLUTELY FURIOUS...
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AS ANOTHER SOUND FROM ACROSS

I“ A FURY I COULD BARELY HOLD ONTO
THE HALL STOLE MY ATTENTION...




—

WITH NOWHERE ELSE TO
GO, I CAUTIOUSLY MADE
MY WAY OVER TO THE
NEWLY OPENED DOOR...

MY DREAD INCREASED
AS EACH THUNDEROUS
STEP ECHOED OFF THE
HARD MARBLE FLOOR...




I WASN'T SURE WHAT
I WAS ANTICIPATING,
AS I PEEKED THROUGH
THE OPEN DOORWAY. ...




i IT CERTAINLY

~ wasN‘TTHIS... £




THE MAN WAS HERE, CASUALLY

EATING AT A DINING TABLE AS

IF EVERYTHING WAS NORMAL....
| e

I TRIED TO DISAPPEAR BACK

' BEHIND THE DOOR, BUT MY

REFLEXES WERE TOO SL(




ONCE-AGAIN MY BODY
LOCKED UP, FROZEN IN
HORROR AS HE SPOKE...

ALEXIS,
YOU'RE
LATE




YOU DON'T

MIND, BUT WE
DECIPED TO BEGIN

WITHOUT YOU. 4




Yy  WELL,
WHAT ARE
YOU WAITING
FOR...7
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UNABLE TO REFUSE HIS COMMAND, |
MOVED TOWARD THE DINING ROOM...

MY NERVES WERE ON EDGE, AND
MY EMBARASSMENT FROM BEING
SEEN LIKE THIS WAS INTENSE...

- I COULD ONLY IMAGINE WHAT
THEY HAD PLANNED FOR ME...



AS I RELUCTANTLY APPROACHED

- THE MAN WHO STOLE MY LIFE AND

TRANSFORMED ME INTO... THIS...

I COULDN'T HELP MYSELF FROM
LOOKING BACK, EXPECTING THE
DOORS TO SLAM BEHIND ME...

CAPTURING ME ONCE MORE
FOR HIS NEFARIOUS PLANS...




BUT THEY DIDN'T... SOMETHING
STRANGE WAS GOING ON HERE...

THERE WAS AN UNEXPECTED KINDNESS
TO HIS DEEP VOICE AS HE ADDRESSED
ME. IT I'U_AS ALMOST COMFORTING...

- YOU HAVE N
NOTHING TO |
WORRY ABOUT,
ALEXIS...

r




you
MUST BE
HUNGRY, CHILD.
PLEASE, JOIN /
us... 4

THIS IS A
SAFE SPACE. I
PROMISE.




el




CAN SEE,
WE ALREADY
SET YOUR

 TO MAKE MATTERS WORSE,
" HE WASN'T EATING ALONE...







" EACH WORD THAT LEFT MY
MOUTH OOZED WITH SPITE...

' e YET THE PITCH OF MY NEW
VOICE ONLY MADE MY TONE
T A .\ SOLND WHINY... BRATTY...

P
.

y THAT IS N

NO WAY TO

ADDRESS MY
WIFE...

“ME,"” OR AT LEAST THAT'S
» WHAT I WANTED TO SAY...

P

THE INABILITY TO IDENTIFY
MYSELF FANNED THE FLAMES
OF MY FIERY INDIGNATION...




I WANTED TO HURT THEM ANY
WAY I COULD, HOWEVER PETTY.
BUT MATTEO NEVER FLINCHED...
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THERE N

IS ONLY ONE

MAN IN THIS |
ROOM, SWEET-4

MAN IS MY
HUSBAND,
DORIAN.




WE
MADE YOU
BETTER THAN
THIS, LEXI...

FROM
NOW ON, YOU
WILL ADDRESS US
PROPERLY, IS
THAT CLEAR?




IT DIDN'T TAKE LONG FOR THEM TO
FLAUNT THEIR POWER OVER ME...

S

//-_”,,,..,—.,.",..—-

L~

"'- THANK %
You, MISS |
r
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NOT PLAY THESE Gl
GAMES WHILE YOU Y
RUIN MY MIND AND... I8
AND MUT-I-TATE A :
MY BODY...| .

P so, JusT
DO WHAT YOU
ARE GOING TO
DO, AND STOP
FLISSING WITH

ME:..!




Y ARE YOU
CERTAIN THIS IS
HOW YOU WISH TO
PROCEED WITH HER,
DARLING...7

OUR LITTLE
LEXI APPEARS |
TO BE DEEPLY |
DISQUIETED... 4

DEAR, I'M
CERTAIN.




YOU KNOW, @
LEX], YOU SHOULD Y
BE GRATEFUL THAT
MY HUSBAND IS
ALLOWING YOU
FREEDOMS... 4

FAR N
MORE THAN
LANA EVER
HAD...

ﬁ




P LOOK AT "N
WHAT YOU DID §
LOeMEer T

FREAK?
B MY DEAR, DON'T
B BE SO HARD ON
B\, YOURSELF...

YOU'RE
SHAPING UP INTO
SUCH A BEAUTIFLL
YOUNG WOMAN,

ALEXIS...

I'M

ACTUALLY A
LITTLE BIT
JEALOUS,.,/




YES, DEAR.
YOU HAVE BEEN
GIFTED SO MANY

THINGS THAT WERE
NOT AVAILABLE
TO ME...

I'D LOVE

TO BE SMALL
LIKE THAT. YOU'RE
SO GLITE weSC)
INNOCENTLY
FEMALE...
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. T '
AW
NEENY THEN DO

B THIS FREAKIN'

CRAP TO YOUR-

B SELF, YOU

' P I
L-?'Elh-.-k\ - aw !

I DON'T
WANT TO LIVE
LIKE THIS! I'M A
M... A... NOT




- - "i k. 4
THAT'S

ENOLGH, |
YOLING

7 CLOSE
{ Your MouTH, 8
A AND TAKE A
SEAT.




| a 4 T
: AND JUST LIKE I DREADED, ]
BN I COLILDN'T HELP MYSELF...
' THEY GAVE A COMMAND, AND

I DID MY BEST TO FOLLOW...







THAT’'S MUCH
BETTER...

IT'S QUITE
DIFFICULT TO
HAVE A MEANINGFLIL
CONVERSATION, WITH
YOU SHOUTING AT THE
TOP OF YOUR LLINGS,
SWEETIE...




SAY WHAT NEEDS \
TO BE SAID, AND IF | |
YOU CAN BEHAVE,
YOU WILL HAVE /
A TURN.. \

IS THAT ﬂ
CLEAIE'F’ -

@



NOW, AT
THIS POINT, MY
WIFE HAS MADE IT
ABUNDANTLY CLEAR |
WHY YOU ARE HERE,
WITH LS.

AND EVEN
WITH YOUR...
¥ NEW LIMITATIONS, I
' WOULD HOPE THAT You
ARE AT LEAST AWARE
OF THE NATURE OF
OUR WORK...

THEREFORE,
I WILL ENDEAVOR
NOT TO BE TOO
REDLUNDANT.
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"I STRUGGLED TO COMPREHEND PO XY RS 2.

FAR TOO MANY OF THE WORDS = = = “;‘M

HE WAS SAYING AS HE SPOKE... | =
" THE FAMILIARITY OF THE SOLINDS Zeo N

TOLD ME THAT THEY WERE ONES %
I LIKELY KNEW, YET I COLLD NOT S
SEEM TD EECALL THE MEANING OF. [

MY WIFE’S
JUSTJ‘CE IS THE
REASON YOU WERE
CHOSEN, BUT IT
IS NOT YOUR
PURPOSE...

NOR DOES
THE REMAINDER OF ¥
YOUR TIME WITH US |
NEED TO FEEL CRUEL |
OR UNNECESSARILY 4

INHUMANE...



: " DESPITE WHAT %
<’ YOU MAY BELIEVE W@
oy OF LS, WE ARE NOT /S8
VES I'--- ) MONSTERS... 4 \

By COMPLETELY
B AGREE WITH MY '
B HUSBAND... 4 ,

¥ LAWRENCE - ‘
AND ALEXANDER “
WERE MONSTERS,
AND WE HAVE RID

THE WORLD OF
THEM...

-

st -
e

AND
THANKS TO
YOUR HELP, LEXI,
WE WILL SOON RID
THE WORLD OF

ANOTHER... -

L SEE
NO REASON
FOR HER TO PAY
FOR THE ACTIONS
OF A MAN THAT

NO LONGER

EXIST S

I WAS GNFUSED...I HAD NO IDEA
'WHAT HELP I MAY HAVE PROVIDED...
== NOR DID I UNDERSTAND THE

- SUDDEN CHANGE IN TONE...




TRY AS I MIGHT, I COULDN'T HELP
BUT SPACE OUT DURING MOST OF
THEIR CONVERSATION. IT WAS TOO
DIFFICULT TO FOLLOW, AND I WAS
SOMEHOW GETTING... BORED...7

THEN IT
SEEMS WE ARE
IN AGREEMENT ON
WHERE WE TAKE
MOLITNEXT ...

AND WHAT
PRIVILEGES
YOU WILL BE

ALLOWED.




WE
SHALL BEGIN
| BY GRANTING YOU !
LIMITED ACCESS TO
YOUR NEW HOME
HERE...

P’ THIS WILL ™S
" INCLUDE YOLR

BEDROOM, THIS
ROOM, THE GRAND
HALLWAY, AND OUR
ENTERTAINMENT

AND, IF
YOU CAN BEHAVE
YOURSELF, WE WILL |

\ MORE PRIVILEGES IN

THE FUTURE.
DD 1 () O
OULD R <
0 TO <
UED 10 [/ A

CONSIDER ADDING | *




“ THAT . §

COLLD VERY NS

WELL INCLUDE DAY\

TRIPS OUTSIDE OF |

THE HOUSE, BUT |
ONLY AFTER YOU /
HAVE HEALED 4
ENOLIGH... 4




OF CDUESE "~
THESE AREN'T | |
CONDITIONS I,.
YOU AGREE /
WITH... /_ —

WE COULD
VERY SIMPLY

———




NOW, WE
CAN TALK MORE
ABOUT ALL OF THIS,
BUT YOU'RE LIKELY
VERY HLINGRY ...

SO,
PLEASE, HELP

YOLIRSELFJIT'S |

ALl PERFECTLY

e
b S
A




YOLR BODY N
IS STILL HEALING
L AND ADAPTING TO
A OLR EXTENSIVE
B WOoRK...
IF YOU
WISH TO REGAIN
YOUR STRENGTH, |
you WILL NEED TO \\
EAT AND REST b
WELL... i
|  DURING
THIS TIME,
FOOD AND CLEAN ‘ol
LAUNDRY WILL BE (S /Yol
PROVIDED FOR NN
YOU... NN
_ﬁ_i I
SHE MADE IT SOUND LIKE
I WAS A GLEST AT SOME e
FIVE-STAR HOTEL, AFTER |
EVERYTHING THEY DID... .
S
I HATED THEM AND T WAS |
SURE THERE WAS A CATCH,
BUT MY ONLY CHOICE WAS
TO PLAY ALONG FOR NOW...




NOW,
YOoU MAY
SPEAK AGAIN,
SO LONG AS
YOU REMAIN

CIVIL...
AND

PLEASE,
EAT ..

HUNGER WILL BE
INSATIABLE AFTER
EVERYTHING... THAT
IS COMPLETELY
NATURAL...

IN THIS

HOUSE, YOU ARE
FREE TO GRATIFY
YOURSELF IN ANY
WAY YOU sO
CHOOSES

PROVIDED
" YOUR INTENT
REMAINS FREE
OF MALICE...

IS THAT
UNDERSTOOPD,
ALEXIS?




I REACHED FOR THE PLATE AS I
CONSIDERED MY PREDICAMENT...

I HAD EXPECTED ONE OF MANY
DIFFERENT TERRIBLE THINGS AS
I VENTURED INTO THIS ROOM...

BUT I NEVER EXPECTED
THIS LEVEL OF MERCY...



I CHOOSE TO KEEP MY POSITION A B
AT THE END OF THE TABLE, NOT
. WANTING TO MOVE ANY CLOSER...

THERE WAS STILL A FEELING IN
THE PIT OF MY STOMACH THAT
ANOTHER TRAP WAS ABOUT TO
SPRING ON ME IN THIS ROOM...

. BUT MY STOMACH HAD

- — " DIFFERENT CONCERNS...

THIS MAN WAS RIGHT. I HAD
NEVER BEEN THIS HUNGRY IN
% MY LIFE. T WAS STARVING....




HIS EYES NEVER LEFT ME AS I
BEGAN STOCKING MY PLATE WITH
EVERYTHING I COULD REACH...




- AS PATRONIZING AS THEY
WERE, I COULDN'T HELP BUT
FEEL SOME LEVEL OF PRIDE

AT THE SOUND OF THEM...

MORE THINGS TO UNPACK
LATER, IF I REMEMBER...
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P THERE.
WE HAVE SAID '\
OUR PIECE, YOU |
ARE NOW FREE TO)
B SAY YOURS... &=

WHAT'S el
& ON YOUR MIND, !
SWEETIE...?

SWEETIE...
|




WHY
ARE YOU
DOING ALL OF
THIS...§

you
ARE FLLLY
AWARE OF THAT
ALREADY.

NO. I
MEAN WHAT
IS, LIKE, YOUR
PLAN...?
WITH
ME... LIKE,
AM I GOING

TO BE SOLD LIKE @ '
SOME SORT OF

SLAVE...? o=



AM I
GOING TO
BELIKE MY ...
LIKE HER...”

WHAT
HAPPENS
TO ME DOWN




WELL,
THAT ENTIRELY
DEPENDS ON YOU,
AND WHAT You /
CHOOSE...

MY WIFE'S QR
INITIAL PLAN FOR (S
YOU WAS DRIVEN BY
REVENGE, BUT SHE
IS WISER THAN A

THAT... o~ ey
" vyou -

¥ HAVE PAID FOR \
YOUR CRIMES, A ||
LIFE FOR A LIFE. J§

GOING TO 4
LET ME GO
FREE..?

7




YES, g
BN EVENTUALLY, ONCE
— WE ARE SATISFIED WITH |

YOUR REHABILITATION, |
AND ONLY AFTER YOLR /
BODY HAS FULLY 4
HEALED... " THERE
S ARE STILL RISKS,

AND NOBODY IS
MORE QUALIFIED TO
TREAT YOU IN THE
EVENT OF A MEDICAL

b EMERGENCY...

“I'LL BELIEVE IT WHEN IT
. HAPPENS” I THOUGHT...
. . -rd
THEY MAY HAVE STOLEN A LOT OF
MY KNOWLEDGE, BUT I WAS STILL

WISE ENOUGH TO KEEP MY GUARD
UP... SOMETHING WASN'T RIGHT...

f— : 1 :
iI |
4




V' TAKE TIME, AND
UNTIL THEN, YOU MUST
REMAIN WITH US FOE

SEEE8e BUT T COULD WORRY

| ABOUT THAT LATER....




OH,
MY GOSH,
THI= IS S0

YUMMY'!

HOW ARE
THESE MASHED
POTATQES SO

CREAMY!?
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M
6LAD YOU
APPROVE....

YOLELL
FIND THAT
OUR CHEF IS
THE BEST IN
THE AREA.



THERE
ARE ALSO A
FEW DESSERT
OPTIONS...

MY
PERSONAL
FAVORITE IS
THE PEACH

PIE--- I WOULD
RECOMMEND
THAT YOU TRY

A PIECE...




YOU SHOULD

FINISH YOUR FOOD i

BEFORE You MoVE |

ON TO DESERTS,
HOWEVER...

LEAFY |
GREENS AND
PROTEIN ARE

VERY IMPORTANT
FOR YOU RIGHT
NOW... :

S0, BE
SURE TO ALWAYS
HAVE SOME OF BOTH
BEFORE YOU INDULGE
YOURSELF IN
TREATS...




I COULD HEAR THEM CONTINLUE TO

SPEAK TO ME AS IF I WERE A CHILD, =
BUT I WASN'T PAYING ATTENTION...

MY THOUGHTS OVERWHELMED
‘ . WITH JOYFUL RESPONSES TO
ALL OF THIS DELICIOUS FOOD...

P DINNERS
', LIKE THIS WILL
| BE RARE. WE WILL
BE OUT OF TOWN §
MORE OFTEN 4
THAN NOT... 4

THIS
MEANS THAT
MOST OF YOUR
MEALS WILL BE
MADE TO |
B0 ORDER... J

e BUT, A4S, N
MY WIFE POINTED \
OUT, IS ALSO VERY |
IMPORTANT THAT YOU |
RECEIVE PROPER 4

y NUTRITION... 4

Fp e

THE KITCHENS

WILL BE NOTIFIED |

TO ENSLIRE THAT /

4 YOU ARE. 4




NOT WORRY,
HONEY ...

YOU WILL
NOT BE LEFT
ALONE. THIS HOUSE
IS EQUIPPED TO SEE
THAT YOU ARE TAKEN WHY
CARE OF WHILE WE

DO YOU
ARE ANAY. KEEP DOING

THAT...?




DOING §
WHAT, MY |
DEAR...7 4

SN WELL,
& THEY SIMPLY
Sa i JUST FIT YOUR

NEW ROLE IN
BIPLE. ..

YOU'RE
JUST SO
LI E. ..







COULD
YOU JUST &=
HUH...

SOME- g
THING ON
YOUR MIND,
LEXI...2




I LOST TRACK OF MY THOUGHTS, MY EYES
SCANNING THE TABLE FOR THE ONE THING
THAT ACTUALLY MATTERED RIGHT NOW...

¢ WL ' A WAY TO CUT INTO THIS
' GLORIOUS PORK CHOP...

L.



1 ERIEFLY BSEERD EYES WITH
THE MAN, DORIAN, BEFORE HE
FOLLOWED THEM BACK DOWN TO

THE KNIFE IN FRONT OF HIM...

- PYNE A %
I GREW INCREDPIBLY ANXIOUS
AS HIS GAZE LINGERED ON IT,
WONDPERING WHAT IT MEANT...

WAS HE WAITING FOR ME TO ASK?Z =
. WOULD I EVEN BE ALLOWED? OR |
~ DID I SOMEHOW CROSS A LINE...7

' ‘ﬁﬂﬁf - . -




- I JUMPED AS HE SUDDENLY
-~ STOOD UP, HIS HAND GRASPING
- THE KNIFE I HAD COVETED...
r"'
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HIS EYES NEVER LEFT MINE AS HE
MOVED TOWARD ME WITH A VITALITY
LNEXPECTED FOR A MAN HIS AGE...




W\ ¥

I STARTED TO PANIC AS
HE CLOSED IN ON ME... |

W W e o

EVERY NEGATIVE EMOTION MY HUNGE
HAD SUPPRESSED CAME RUSHING BACK,
AS I ANXIOUSLY AWAITED THE START

OF MY NEXT ROUND OF TORMENT...




V' IT SEEMS

I'VE MADE AN

OVERSIGHT WITH |
YOU, YOUNG
DY




e

BUT IT NEVER CAME...

I ONLY
GRABBED ONE
KNIFE FOR A
TABLE SET FOR
THREE....

HOW
FOOLISH OF
ME...7

NOW, DO
YOU FEEL YOU Y
ARE CAPABLE
OF HANDLING |,
IT..? A

" OR WOLLD %
YOU LIKE ME
TO CUT YOUR

PORK CHOP FOR

YOU..? &







— m
- AN OVERWHELMING MIX OF FEAR =~
- AND ADMIRATION GRIPPED ME AS
HE LEANED IN. I KNEW THATI DID

=l




"OF COURSE. §
HOW ELSE ARE ¥
YOU SUPPOSED |
TO FINISH YOUR /

SUPPER...” 4

I HAD NOT EXPECTED HIM TO
ACTUALLY OFFER THE KNIFE...

COULD THEY REALLY MEAN
EVERYTHING THEY SAID...7




IS SOME-
THING THE
MATTER, MY
DEAR...7




BE
CAREFUL
WITH THAT,
IT'S VERY
SHARP...

al

I COULDN'T BELIEVE IT AS I HELD
THE KNIFE IN MY TINY HAND...
—
IT WAS MUCH HEAVIER
THAN I EXPECTED...




_ ™~ l“ :
WHAT DO WE 1
SAY.17| Le

-

I BARELY ACKNOWLEDGED OLIR t i
EXCHANGE OF WORDS AST = o
| CONSIDERED MY OPTIONS...

ONLY BRIEFLY REGISTERING
THE CONDESCENSION IN HIS
VOICE AS HE LECTURED ME
LIKE SOME STUPID CHILD...



~"L"" L.

AS HE TURNED TO WALK AWAY, =
I KNEW WHAT I HAD TO DO...

gﬁ I WOULD NEVER BE ABLE TO

CONTROL MY LIFE AGAIN, SO
L LONG AS THESE TWO LIVED...




THEY EXPECTED ME TO SETTLE. TO
LIVE A LIE OF THEIR OWN CREATION, =
AFTER RUINING THE LIFE I BUILT...

T WAS FOOLISH TO PUT A
WEAPON IN MY HAND...

—



OR SO I THOUGHT... FEAR |
TOOK OVER IN RESPONSE
- TO MY OWN BEHAVIOR...

THE LAST THING I WANTED
TO DO WAS HURT PAPA...

THE WORD SLIPPED OUT BEFORE
I EVEN REALIZED I'D SAID IT...




- AND TO MY HORROR,
' PAPA RESPONDED...

| . =
i B "

YES,
MY DEAR,
WAS THERE
SOMETHING
NEESETEF



I'D BEEN CAUGHT, AND THE FEAR
ONLY GREW AS I WONDERED WHAT
MY NEXT PUNISHMENT WOULD BE...

UNAWARE THAT I HAD =
FALLEN INTO ANOTHER
ONE OF THEIR TRAPS... \f |

"*
] :1“";}!-’ | |
A P '

AH. T _

KNOW WHAT'S |
GOING ON /
_ HERE... 8



BUT HE NEVER RAISED HIS VOICE...

IT'S
OKAY TO
ADMIT WHEN YOU
NEED HELP,
ALEXIS...

ALL, YOU ARE,
SADLY, THE TYPE
OF YOUNG WOMAN
WHO OFTEN CAN'T
DO MUCH ON
HER OWN...

BUT
PAPA’S HERE.
ASK ME TO CUT
YOUR FOOD FOR
YOU, AND I
WILL...

HIS WORDS STILL DRIPPED WITH A
KIND, FATHERLY CONDESCENSION
WHILE HE CONTINUED SPEAKING...

THEY WERE SOMEHOW
SOOTHING... LULLING...



I COULD FEEL THE WEIGHT OF HIS
 STATEMENTS CHANGING ME, AS I
STRUGGLED TO HOLD ONTO THE
CONCEPT OF INDEPENDENCE...

I FEARED WHAT THAT MEANT
AS THAT OTHER PERSONALITY
MOMENTARILY TOOK OVER...




OF COLRSE,
SWEETHEART.
ANYTHING FOR MY
BEAUTIFUL GRAND-
DAUGHTER...

WOULDN'T KNOW WHAT I SAID UNTIL
AFTER THE DIZZYNESS STOPPED...




IT WAS INCREDIBLY
DISORIENTING... =




TIME, SWEET J I\
PEA...
YOU HAVE

| v
Tispf,_’s,-’ “ ‘ L

IT REMINDED ME OF TIMES
I HAD GOTTEN BLACK OUT
~ DRUNK WITH THE BOYS...

g AND A-S MY AWARENESS RETURNED,
IT FELT LIKE I HAD BEEN SOMEHOW
FAST-FORWARDED THROUGH TIME...




L -

MY BODY IN A NEW PLACE... MY MIND
. LEFT TO PIECE TOGETHER FRAGMENTS
ﬁ OF MEMORIES T SOMEHOW CREATED...

-\,'F;..,

AND EACH TIME, I CAME BACK
* : A LITTLE BIT... DIFFERENT...

/

YOUR
GRANDFATHER IS
SUCH A GENEROUS
MAN, ISN'T HE,
ALEXIS...?
BUT
DON'T WORRY,
YOU WON'T Hp”':
TO CALL ME
PPHqudH

—E ST
PREFER MISS

SOFIA, ALTHOUGH e
I MIGHT COME |
AROLIND TO ____.1
I\JHNH -



I'M
QUITE
PARTIAL TO | |

NANA..

f5 SOlh'u"lE'_
THING WRONG,
alfEXIS...7 YOU

EEEP‘»"‘; 1||-"rEE'\|’(

I WAS ASHAMED AT THE
FACT THAT SHE WATCHED
ME FAIL TO FREE MYSELF...

MY FACE FLUSHED WITH
EMBARASSMENT AS HE
CUT MY FOOD FOR ME...

BOTH ACTING AS IF I HADN'T
JUST ATTEMPTED TO KILL HIM
WITH THE VERY SAME KNIFE...

- THE MOCK SWEETNESS
OF THEIR VOICES ONLY
MADE THINGS WORSE...




BUT IF THEY WEREN'T GOING TO
ADDRESS IT, NEITHER WAS I...




OH, WE'RE
NOT PRETENDING.\
YOU ARE LEGALLY |
MS. ALEXIS JEAN 4
PASSION...

Y NINETEEN
’ YEARS OLD...
GRANDDALIGHTER
OF DORIAN AND
HIS LATE WIFE,
PRISCILLA.




. =.ﬂuum R -
WHEN I WAS CAPTURED, T WAS A \ \ rﬁ-ﬁ""r ""‘*
r Sk
..--_,..-‘ __‘{l.-’-

FOURTY-TWO YEAR OLD MAN..

WHY .. > |
WHY W*’“'LJLD ) —

YOU...? 4P vour ¥
,_;-- EXISTENCE

.,m NEEDED A
g)l!‘— COVER, MY ;

. COULD I ACTUALLY PASS AS A
NINETEEN YEAR OLD GIRL...7

DID THEY SOMEHOW MAKE
ME YOUNGER AS WELL...7




»  ME?

Y OH, HEAVENS
NO. I WAS VERY

HONEST WITH YoU
WHEN WE FIRST

SPOKE.

ALEX
DESERVED TO
SUFFER A LIFE OF
MISERY FOR WHAT
HE TOOK FROM

ME...




BECAUSE
YOUR GRAND-
N FATHER MADE A
B VERY COMPELLING
ARGUMENT...

you
o WILL DO FAR N
Y \ORE FOR LIS LIKE
THIS, THAN IF WE
WERE TO SIMPLY
FOLLOW THROUGH
B WITH MY ORIGINAL 4

IF YOUR
BODY WORKS AS
WE HAVE INTENDED,
IT WILL MEAN SO
MUCH MORE FOR
OUR FUTURE...

PLAN...



You
HAVE NOT

EARNED THAT
B EXPLANATION

B BUT DON'T
B WORRY ABOUIT
fis ‘HOWS' OR

ARE BEYOND

YOUR LIMITED

A COMPREHENSION.

' ESPECIALLY
NOW...

| =
NOTHING.
YOU HAVE BEEN |
GIVEN A LIFE OF |
COMFORT AND 4

LUXURY..

MORE THAN ¥
[ ANY BATSON |
SHOULD EVEE
DESERVE..




MMF...
AN WHASH
HISH DEAL...7
PAPA...

WHY'SH
HE A PART’A
THISH...?




OH, I
HAD BEEN
DOING THIS LONG
BEFORE I MET
MY WIFE...

You
AREN'T MY
FIRST, AND

YOU WON'T BE
MY LAST... |

BUT I
WOULDN'T BE
THE MAN I AM
TODAY WITHOUT
SiER HELFSS




BEFORE
/ SOFIA, T WAS
CONVINCED THAT |
I WAS ALONE IN /
THISLIEE...

y. THAT
NOBODY
ELSE SHARED |
MY VISION FOR |
THIS BROKEN /

VISION, WE NEED I'|
OUR INVENTIONS |
TO BE FLAW- /

LESS... A0, pepomm
_«___..._-—-——"' THAT TO OCCLIR,
THEY NEED TO BE
THOROUGHLY
TESTED...




IS WHERE
1 YOU COME
N

/  PROGRESS
_ = |\ ALWAYS COMES
AT A COST...

MEN LIKE THE

BATSONS ARE

THE PERFECT
CURRENCY.




| FOE THE FIRST TIME THIS EVENING,
I TRULY DID FEEL LIKE A CHILD...

SMALL AND INSIGNIFICANT IN THE |
SHADOW OF THIS MAN'S POWER...




" £ 3 f I

WP 8 b "
THE ROOM GREW SILENT FOR A 5 :

MOMENT, AS ANXIETY SPREAD s

THROUGH MY ENTIRE BODY...

ﬂ I WAS CERTAIN I ASKED THE WRONG
——— QUESTION, BUT HE EVENTUALLY SPOKE,
Y HIS COLD VOICE DEVOID OF EMOTION...

NOTHING
COMPARED TO

THE HARGROVES’,
NOW IS IT...

il |

ONLY
TWO. MY
FATHER... AND
THE MAN
Y@Ll SEE
BEFORE
Yol.




I COULD
EXPLAIN IT TO

YOU, ALEXIS, BUT
THAT WOULD ONLY /.

WASTE BOTH OUR 4

KNOW THAT
I HAVE NO |
REMORSE FOR | |
WHAT I'VE A4
DONE...

IT WAS
SIMPLY WHAT
NEEDED TO BE

DONE.

THAT
INCLUDES
BOTH YOU AND
YOUR FORMER
BROTHER.
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YOU MAY
NOT SEE THE
PURPOSE YET,
BUT YOU WILL,

IN TIME...

ASSLUMING
YOU ARE ABLE
TO SERVE YOUR

PLURPOSE...




IS NOT
SOMETHING 8
YOU NEED TO,
KNOW... NS
uT You
CAN ENSURE |
YOU DO BY EATING
AND RESTING VERY /58
WELL... o

WE NEED

YOU HEALTHY.

THE NIGHTMARE & Th
IS OVER... " THIS

S i el COLLD BE
- BN 5 A GOOD LIFE,
P Lt S N |~ 'O/ ALLOW IT.
2 BUT IT /S YOUR

i, = LIFE NOW.



o
o

[ .
S5
o -
. - "f,
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ASIDE FROM
ENTERTAINMENT?
MY LOVE...?

RESEARCH,
AMONG OTHER
THINGS YOU'LL

COME TO UNDER-
STAND IN TIME,
SWEETIE.




THESE PECPLE WERE
PSYCHOPATHS...

h

HEY,
HOW ABOUT
A PIECE OF

BiE. .©




L) L

U oNow, N
WE HAVE TIME \
FOR ONE MORE |
QUESTION, /o
SWEETIE... MISS
~| "/ SOFIA AND I
| WILL BE GONE
\ WITHIN THe /S0
£\ HOLR... :
N ki .

IS WHY WE
WANTED TO |i
DO THIS
TODAY . 4

CALL IT A
CELEBRATION OF
MY GRAND DAUGHTER
ALEXIS'S NINETEENTH
BIRTHDAY.




4 L. — § e P, S -f'_ _onE

f | HAPPY

| | BIRTHDAY, [
LEX]n

" THAT'S 8
NONE OF YOLIR |
BUSINESS.

R
e
37 &
ié\] F
i 1." ’
P :SM_;*' > hos,
e, - .
e . 5 [
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D
I'L ALLOW N
YOU ONE MORE N
QUESTION, BUT WE
WON'T SHARE ﬂ;N"r’THiNG |
THAT MIGHT INFLLUENCE |
THE OUTCOME OF /;"
YOUR STUDY.

i

. L

}.\_



a

OH, BABS? wl/ '
SHE WAS MY
B FIRST... ‘

HAD THE '
BEST RECIPE ;
FOR HOME-MADE '
COOKIES...




NOW,
I SURE HOPE
YOU ENJOY THE
PEACH PIE AS BECAUSE

MLICH AS THIS IS THE ONLY
1 DO... WAY YOU'RE GOING |
TO GET IT FROM /
D NOWON. £

HIS WORDS WERE LOST
ON ME AS I CAUGHT THE
SMELL OF THE PIE...

I COULDN'T THINK
OF ANYTHING ELSE...




I WOULD'VE FELT
SO HUMILIATED...

IF THIS PIE WASN'T
SO DARN GOOD...

]_____..--""—
-




> AND JUST
SO YOU KNOW,
THE KITCHENS WILL
NOT SERVE YOU
LCOHOL...

NO

RECREATIONAL §
DRUG USE OF
ANY KIND. NO
SMOKING. NO
DRINKING...

ALEXIS
IS A GOOD
GIRL...




YOU ARE N
EXPECTED TO Y
MAINTAIN PROPER
HYGEINE AND A
BEAUTY ROUTINE.
IS THAT CLEAR,
ALEXIS...?

YOU ARE A
PASSION WOMAN.
YOU MUST ALWAYS

BE FRESENT-
ABLE...



You
WILL NOT
HARM YOLR- *
SELF IN ANY 4
way. 4

UNTIL
WE F?.ETUEN, SR Y
YOU MAY DO AS YOU Y ﬁv
PLEASE WITHIN THE |
PARAMETERS SET AW
BY MY HUSBAND 4t
AND I... il

THE ILLUSION
- OF FREEDOM...

HOPEFLULLY IT CAME
WITH MORE PIE...




WELL, OF
COLRSE, MY
DEAR...

| i,lrlj ||'l I. I!

L
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s




BE YOUR

d CHOICE WHEN

IT HAPPENS,

o ¥

IT WILL .

LEXI... .



B You'RE
B BLOSSOMING
INTO A NINE- [
TEEN YEAR OLD S
A GIRL... |

You

Y MIGHT FIND -

. B YOLIRSELF A Hus
B, ¥~ Ol =

B LITTLE BOY /

CRAZY .

WS 1 ABSOLUTELY
@8 wouLp NoT... |




ARE NOT PERMITTED
TO LEAVE THIS HOUSE
UNDER ANY CIRCUM-

Yy WHEN WE

RETURN, WE WILL
HAVE ANOTHER
DINNER, AND

POSSIBLY A -
SLIEST. :

. L1 - r & ,..f

A GUESTZ WHO COULD
THAT POSSIBLY BE...7

- e
s 4




TAKE
CARE OF
YOURSELF,
ALEXIS...

AND
PREPARE
FOR A FEMININE
CHECK UP WHEN
WE WE NEXT SEE
ACH OTHER...

AND WHAT THE HECK
DOES THAT MEAN...7
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DON'T
YOU WORRY
YOUR PRETTY
LITTLE HEAD
ABOUT IT...

JUST
ENJOY YOU
FOOD,




FOR THE
NEXT TIME WE
MEET IN SESSION,
I WANT Yol TO
REMEMBER THE

NAMES OF FIVE
BOYS YOU FIND
ATTRACTIVE.

YOU'LL
GATHER THAT
FROM THE T.V. IN
THE ENTERTAIN-
MENT ROOM.

LIKE HECK I WOULD...






P ENJOY N

THE LIFE OF =
A PASSION, MY
DEAR...




LET'S

"KEEP A CLOSE \ ;
EYE ON HER |
GROWTH OVER |
)
X

THE NEXT FEW /
WEEKS...

" WE HAVE
A LOT OF NEW
THINGS WORKING
AT ONCE...

b,

7 GET HARP (N

TO RECORD
TWENTY FOUR /
SEVEN..

e - L L
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' AND THERE I WAS, LEFT | : o
TO MY STRANGE FATE... - - e y =
- — — _:___ .'=‘=':fﬂ""-'_-..-_ﬁ- : .._ w—-‘— "_'_ : 7
B s A FOURTY-TWO YEAR OLD MERC, | 2

~ WHO IS NOW GRANDPA’S FAVORITE

| ~ LITTLE GIRL... WHAT THE FRICK IS o S
| THAT EVEN SUPPOSED TO MEAN...? t Y. “
= WY, aa® L I
I

THEY WERE TRYING TO GET

ME TO LOWER MY GLARD... | Ul

i bl hed L
é‘ \ l THEY WERE PLANNING
' SOMETHING NEFARIOUS
WITH ME, I COULD FEEL IT.

l BUT ALL I COULD THINK OF

- WAS THIS GOSH DARN PIE...




YOU CAN FIND MORE STORIES LIKE THIS AT PATREON.COM/TSELIDONIMM



