


HMAM... YOU DON'T SEEM
LIKE THE KIND OF &IRL WHO WOLILD
BE INTERESTED IN UYS LIKE HIM.



WELL, I'M NOT JUDSING YOU..,
EVERYONE HAS DIFFERENT TASTES,

=

HLUH?
WHAT DO YOU MEAN...

I JUST A SLUEESESTION,
IF YOU ARE REALLY LOOKING TO PATE N
SOMEONE FROM THE SENIOR CLASSES,
JUST BE CAUTIOUS. MAKE SURE YOU

/1

FIND A 6000 ONE, _— |

=
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ANYWAY, I'VE 0T TO RPLUN
TO CLASS. SEE YOU AROLUND!




AFTER SOME HOURS...

%

ALRISHT, STUDENTS/
CLASS IS OVER. MAKE SLIPE TO PEVIEW

" 5
YOUR NOTES. SEE YOU TOMORROWY/
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UEH, THESE &IPLS ABAIN...

IN BEFRIENDING THEM, I STILL NEED TO
FISLIRE OUT HOW TO DEAL WITH BOYS IN
SCHOOL, STICKING WITH THEM FOR NOW




FEW MINUTES LATER...

HUHH... YOU SPENT THE
ENTIRE BREAK LOOKING FOR
THE CANTEEN...

YOU SHOLILD HAVE
ASKED SOMEONE FOR
DIRECTIONS.




AHH., NEXT TIME, STICK
WITH LS. WE'LL SIVE YOU A TOUR
OF OUR SCHOOL AS WELL.

HAFMHA... I DID,
BUT I WASN'T AWARE OF THE BREAK
TIMING, AND BEFORE I COLULD REACH
THE CANTEEN, THE BELL RPANG.

UH, SUPE...
THAT WOLLD BE, UM, PRETTY
COOL, I THINK.




AFTER SOMETIME...



g 50, YOU DON’T WANT TO TELL ME
HOW YOUR FIRST DAY AT SCHOOL WENT?

WHAT DO YOU WANT TO HEAR?

THAT HOW I SURVIVED THE
ENTIRE DAY IN THIS SKiRT AMONG
ALL THOSE 6OOFY KIDS?

HAHA... THIS WAS JUST
YOUR FIRST DAY OF SCHOOL. AND
YOU'RE ALREADPY S0 FRUSTRATED....
BY THE WAY, DID YOU MEET JACK?




HUH JACKP NO... I MEAN,
I SAW HIM, BUT WE DIDN'T TALK.

SOMEONE CALLED HIM BY
HIS NAME, 50 I FIGURED IT MUST
BE HIM. AND WHY ARE YOU ASKING
ME ABOLT HIM?

AREH.. BANYWAYS,
WHERE'S MY PHONE? YOU SAID YOU'D
RETURN IT TO ME AFTER SCHOOL.

THEN HOW DID YOU RECOENIZE HIMP
YOU'VE NEVER MET HIM BEFORE,

WELL, HE'S MY FRIEND'S
BROTHER AND NOW YOLR CLASSMATE
TOO. 50, WHY CAN'T I ASK...

YEAH.. YOUR PHONE...
PON'T WORRY I'LL SIVE IT TO
YOU ONCE WE GET HOME.







LATER AT NIGHT...

I'VE BEEN TRYINE FOR S0 LONS,
BUT ANDREW'S NUMEBER STILL SHOWS AS
UNREACHABLE, AND HE HASN'T REPLIED
TO My TEXT YET.

I SHOULD PROBABLY
CALL CLARA NOW... HOPE THAT
EVERYTHING WILL BE FINE.



HLIH... UNKNOWN NLUMBER..
C
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ANDREW, IS THIS YOU?P

YEAH.. (T'S ME...

WHERE IS YOUR PHONE?
DO YOU HAVE ANY IDEA HOW LONE
I'VE BEEN TRYING TO CALL YOU?P
I WAS SETTING WORRIED,




HEY, CALM DOWN, I'M FINE.
I WAS JUST SETTING UP MY
NEW PHONE.

NEW PHONE?

YEAH., MY OLD PHONE
AND NUMBER ARE RESGISTERED LINDER
ANDREW'S NAME. CLARA SAID IT WOLILON'T
BE SAFE TO USE IT FOR SCHOOL.

OHH... SHE'S RIGHT.

I'M SORRY BABE,
I 60T ANXIOUS, THINKING
SOMETHING MIGHT HAVE SONE
WRONE AT SCHOOL.




HEY BABES SORRY, é0TTA &0,
CLARA'S CALLING ME, MIEHT BE SOMETHING
LIPSENT. I'LL CALL YOU LATER, BYE.

HAHA,.. IT'S MYy FALILT,

HMM... BY THE WAY, BABE,
YOU REMEMBER MY BIRTHDAY IS
COMING UpP IN A FEW DAYS.

AND LAST YEAR WE PRO...,




HLH... DOES HE REALLY
FORGET WHAT PROMISE WE
MADE A YEAR ABO...



I

HEY/! I'VE BEEN YELLING
MY LLUNES OUT. CAN'T YOU HEAR ME?P
If YOU'RE DONE SETTING LUpP YOUR PHONE,
COME HELP WITH DINNER,




SORRY, JUST SIVE ME
A MINUTE, I'M COMING...

NO, IT'S NOTHING LIKE
THAT. JUST LET ME BE ALONE
FOR A BIT.

HUH, YOU CRYING...
YOU WERE TALKING TO EMMA, RIGHT?
WHAT HAPPENED? DID YOU GLUYS HAVE A
FIBHT OR SOMETHING?

COME ON, TELL ME
WHAT'S WRONE. MAYBE I CAN
HELP YOU SOMEHOW.




‘s B

EMMA’S BIRTHDAY IS COMING
up IN A FEW DAYS. S0, THAT'S WHY YOU'RE CRYING
LIKE A LITTLE GIRL BECALUSE SHE WON'T BE HERE
TO CELEBRATE HER BIRTHDAY WITH YOLU.

LBGH... THAT'S NOT THE
ISSUE HERE. FIRST, HEAR ME
OUT ENTIRELY.




YOU MEAN MARRIAGE?

ACTUALLY, AFTER HER COLLEGE,
EMMA HAS BEEN SETTING ANXIOUS
ABOLUT OUR PELATIONSHIP. SHE WANTED
TO TAKE IT TO THE NEXT LEVEL.

&0, I PROMISED HER THAT
DAY THAT BY HER NEXT BIRTHDAY,
I'LL HAVE EVERYTHING SORTED.

I HAD PLANNED TO PROPOSE
TO HER FOR MARRIAGE ON HER NEXT
BIRTHDAY. THAT'S WHY I STARTED SAMBLING
MORE, SO I COLLD PROVIDE EMMA WITH A
00D FUTURE.




ON CALL, SHE WAS ABOUT
TO TALK ABOUT THE SAME THING. AND
I DIDN'T KNOW WHAT TO SAY.

I FEEL TERRIBLE THAT
SHE'S 6OING THROUESH SO MUCH
BECAUSE OF ME, AND I CAN'T EVEN
FULFILL THE PROMISE T MADE.

BUT THINBS DIDN'T 60 AS
PLANNED, AND NOW YOU'RPE HERE.

HAHA... YOLI'RE EVEN MORE
FOOLISH THAN I THOUWSHT. DO YOU REALLY
THINK SHE WANTS YOU TO FULFILL YOUR
PROMISE RIGHT NOW....

IMABINE YOLIRSELF IN HER
POSITION FOR ONCE., WHAT WOULD
YOU EXPECT FROM YOLIR PARTNER IN
SUCH A SITUATION?




BUT I'M ALREADY DPOINE
EVERYTHINE I CAN, AND SHE KNOWS
THAT HOW MLUICH I LOVE HER.

USH.. DUMBASS/
SOMETIMES ACTIONS SPEAK
LOUDER THAN WORDS.

THEN YOU TELL ME,
HER BIRTHDAY IS COMING LIP. WHAT
SHOULD I DO TO MAKE IT SPECIAL.

e HMM... TO MAKE IT SPECIAL,
[ ALRISHT, BIFT HER A RINE TO DEMONSTRATE
A\ YOUR COMMITMENT. I'M SURE SHE'LL BE
VERY HAPPY, —

A RING?

YES? DON'T YOU WANT
TO SHOW YOUR COMMITMENT TO HERP

NO, IT'S NOT THAT, g
BUT YOU KNOW WELL I DON'T EVEN
HAVE A PENNY, SO HOW CAN I gUy
A RINEG FOR HER,




I THINK NOW I CAN SHOW ALINT
HOW MUCH PROBRESS WE'VE MADE,

A JOE... YEAH,
I'M READY. WHAT DO I NEED
TO POP

ALRISHT, I CAN HELP YOU
WITH THIS TOO. I HAVE A JOB FOR
YOU, AND IF YOU DO IT, I'LL PAY
YOLU IN RETURN.

YOU KNOW MY AUNT LIVES ALONE,
THAT'S WHY I HAVE TO &0 TO HER PLACE
EVERY WEEK. BUT THIS WEEK, IF I HAVE TO &0
OUT OF THE CITY FOR SOME WORK, I WON'T
BE ABLE TO 80 THERE, AND YOU'LL HAVE TO
STAY HERE ALONE TOO.

S0, YOU'LL HAVE TO 80 TO
MY ALNT'S PLACE INSTEAD OF ME.




Bl... BT WHAT 0O
I RAVE TO DO THERE?

HOW LONE PO
I HAVE TO STAY THERE?P

YEAH... I'VE TOLD HER THAT EMMAS
SISTER STAYS WITH ME HERE. SHE'S
MENTIONED SEVERAL TIMES THAT SHE'D
LIKE TO INVITE YOU OVER.

NOTHING... JUST ACT THERE
LIKE YOU DO AT SCHOOL, AS MIA. AND
DON'T WORRY, SHE'S VERY SWEET, SHE LIKES
IT WHEN SOMEONE IS AROLIND HER,

g HMM... T HAVE TO LEAVE
TOMORROW EVENING, SO I'LL DROP YOU N
OFF THERE AFTER SCHOOL, AND I'LL PICK )
YOU UP THE NEXT DAY WHEN I PETURN. -




S0, ARE YOU READY FOR THIS JOBP

HAHA.. I KNOW 8000 RINES .
CAN BE PRICEY, BUT DON'T SWEAT IT. IF YOU PLAY
THE PART OF A NICE 8IRL, I'LL SLIP YOU SOME EXTRA
CASH, SO WE'LL BE ABLE TO BUIY A DECENT ONE,




NEXT DAY...




50, HOW WAS THE TOLR
OF OLUR SCHOOL?P I KNOW WE'RE
NOT THE BEST SLICES, EUT WE TRIED
OUR BEST. AT LEAST yOU WON'T
BET LOST ABAIN.

OH, WAIT, WE FOREOT TO
! SHOW YOU THE ROOFTOP OF OUR

SCHOOL. YOU KNOW, IT OFFERS A
FANTASTIC VIEW FROM LIP THERE.

I WISH ALL OUR CLASSES
COULD BE HELD THERE, HAHA,
BUT THAT'S NOT POSSIBLE.

\ I UNDERSTAND IT TAKES

SOME TIME TO ADJUST TO A NEW SCHOOL,
AND THAT MUST BE TOUEGH, LEAVING
YOLR OLD FRIENDS AND ALL.

WELL, YOLI'VE ALREADY
S0T LS/ AND WE'RPE THE
COOLEST GIRLS IN SCHOOL,
HAHA.. JUST SAYING.



LIMM., THANKS.,
YOU éUyS ARE, LIKE,

SERIOUSLY AWESOME.

YEAH, I DO...

HLIH, MY FAVORITE ARTISTS?

COME ON TELL US
WE WON'T JUDEE YOLU...

DO THESE &1RLS ALWAYS
TALK THIS MUCH? I'M GETTING TIRED
JUST LISTENING TO THEM

BY THE WAY, DO YOU
LIKE LISTENING TO MUSICP

50, WHO'S youe
FAVORITE B8ROUP OR ARTIST:

WHAT SHOLLD I TELL THEM NOW?P
I ONLY LISTEN TO JPREAMERS’ WHEN IT
COMES TO MUSIC... IF I TELL THEM THIS,
THEY MIGHT THINK I'M WEIRD...




HMM.. JDOREAMER'S

i
1

OH My €00, REALLY?P
ARE YOU SERIOLS... THAT'S MY
FAVORITE &ROUP TOO.

7 AN R

—_—

WOW.. SEEMS LIKE YOU
TWO HAVE SIMILAR TASTES!
BUT I SAW A POST RELATED TO
THEIR GROUP DISEANDINEG,

THEY'RE DISBANDING
THEIR erOouP

YEAH, DIDON'T YOU KNOW? {
THEY MADE AN OFFICIAL ANNOLUNCEMENT

THROLIGH A POST LAST WEEK. PON'T YOLU
FOLLOW THEM ON SOCIAL-ERAMP



IM NOT ON
SOCIAL-GRAM, ACTUALLY.

YOU DON'T USE SOCIAL-GRAM?
THAT'S SURPRISING. IT'S OKAY, éiVE
YOUR PHONE, I'LL HELP YOU SET Up
YOUR ACCOLINT RIGHT NOW.

UM... T DON'T THINK
I NEED IT, ACTUALLY.

SERIOUSLY, IT'S 5O MUCH FLIN/
PLUS, WE CAN ALL FOLLOW EACH OTHER
AND KEEP UpP WITH WHAT'S BOING ON.

I THINK THAT'S FINE.
I CAN USE MY NEW PHONE
AND NLMBER.

HAHA... 600D.
NOW SIVE ME YOUR PHONE..,



AFTER A FEW HOLRS...

DID YOU MANAGE TO
SPEAK WITH MR. RODRIGLIEZ?
WHAT DID HE SAY?

WELL, I SLUESS YOU HAVE
TO MAKE SURE THINGS &0 SMOOTHLY
THIS TIME.

AFTER MUCH PLEADING,

HE ASREED TO ONE SHOW. BUT HE
WARNED THAT IF I CANCEL AGAIN LIKE
LAST TIME, HE WON'T LET ME PERFORM
ANYWHERE IN THIS CITY.

YEAH, T KNOW.




YOU BROUSHT YOUR PHONE INTO
THE CLASSROOM ASAIN, YOU KNOW IF
THE TEACHER FINDS OUT, IT'S 60INE TO
BE A PROBLEM.

HEY, IT'S NOT MY PHONE
RINGING, MY PHONE IS IN My LOCKER
DOWNSTAIRS,




THERE... SOMEONE ELSE
BROLEHT THEIR PHONE HERE AND
SEEMS TO HAVE FORBOTTEN IT.

WHO LSUALLY
SITS IN THAT SEATP




OH... THIS IS CLARA'S PHONE.
HER PHOTO IS ON THE WALLPAPER.

WHOA... IT'S UNLOCKED.

YOU FORSET HOW SHE
EMBARRASSED LS IN FRONT OF THE
JUNIOR YESTERDAY? MAYBE THIS IS OUR
CHANCE TO 8ET BACK AT HER,

CLARA'S PHONE...
SCHOOL IS OVER, SHE MISHT HAVE
ALREADY LEFT.

HEY., WHAT ARE YOU POINE?
WE SHOULD JUST &IVE IT TO THE
SCHOOL OFFICE.




NO WAY, MAN. JUST DROP IT.
LET'S NOT CREATE LINNECESSARY
DRAMA. NOW SIVE IT TO ME, I'LL 80 TAKE
IT TO THE OFFICE.

ARSH, FINE...
I'LL JUST WAIT HERE THEN.




AT THE SAME TIME, IN SCHOOL LOBBY...

TAP.




ALICE AND JULIA ARE
REALLY NICE éIRLS.., BUT SOMETIMES
THEY GET TOO CLOSE TO ME.

AHH. I NEED TO MAKE
SURE THEY DON'T FIND OUT WHAT'S
LUNDER THE SKIRT, OTHERWISE...

ueH... LET'S
NOT THINK ABOUT IT..

TODAY, I HAVE TO
B0 TO CLARA'S AUNT'S PLACE TOO...
UHH.. OKAY.. IT'S ONLY FOR ONE DAY.




HUH... THIS &IReL...
SHE'S CLARA'S FRIEND...

AHH... WHAT'S HER
NAME... YEAH...







FUCK... X
HE'S THE FRIEND OF THAT &UY,




b
I HAVE SOMETHING THAT
! BELONES TO YOLIR FRIEND..

HOLD ON, I'M
NOT HERE TO BOTHER YOU.
- R
|




TESSA/ YEAH, THAT'S THE NAME
OF THE &L WHO SAVED ME FROM THIS
BUY’'S FRIEND YESTERDAY., HE THINKS
SHE'S REALLY MY FRIEND.

OH, UM... WHY ARE YOU
EIVING THIS TO ME? MAYBE, UH, IT

WOLILD BE BETTER IF YOU GIVE IT TO A
TEACHER OR YOLU CAN &IVE IT TO HER
YOLURSELF TOMORROW.

-~
| .

UM, MAYBE YOU COLLD,
LIKE, TELL THE TEACHER YOL FOUND
THIS PHONE, YOU KNOW, EITHER ON

THE GROLIND OR NEAR THE LOCKERS .

: THIS IS TESSA'S PHONE,
SHE FORESOT IT IN THE CLASSROOM,
AND | THINK SHE MIEHT HAVE LEFT
ALREADY.

EVEN THOLIGH WE'RE CLASSMATES,
WE DON'T EET ALONE WELL WITH EACH OTHER.
S0 I CAN'T KEEP HER PHONE WITH ME. AND YOU
KNOW BRINGING PHONES INTO THE CLASSROOM
ISN'T ALLOWED, SO IF I GIVE IT TO A TEACHER,
SHE MIGHT EET PLINISHED,




1

WHY DON’T YOU JUST HOLD ONTO
THIS PHONE FOR TODAY AND SIVE IT
BACK TO HER TOMORROW?




HMM.. IT'S NOT A BI& DEAL..
SINCE THAT SIRL HELPED ME YESTERDAY,
I CAN AT LEAST DO THIS MUCH FOR HER.

ALRIGHT, GIVE IT TO ME,
I'LL PASS IT ON TO HER.



THESE KIDS, WHAT ARE THEY EATING?
HEH! MY HAND LOOKS SO SMALL COMPARED TO HIS.
AND IN THIS WHOLE SCHOOL, I HAVEN'T SEEN A
SINGLE BOY YET WHO MATCHES MY HEIGHT.




AND I JUST WANTED TO APOLOEIZE
FOR YESTERDAY. I KNOW THINGS 6OT A 8IT y
AWKWARD WHEN MY FRIEND WAS BEING OVERLY
PLISHY WITH ALL THAT 8OINE-OLUT THING. 9

HOPE IT DIDN’'T RUIN YOLIR
DAY, IF THERE'S ANYTHING I CAN DO
TO MAKE IT tP TO YOU OrR IF YOU
NEED SOMEONE TO TALK TO, PLEASE
LET ME KNOW.




WHATEVER, T SHOULDN'T WASTE ANY /A8
MORE TIME HERE.

OPPOSITE FROM HIS FRIEND. AHH.,. ‘
y-

HAHA... IT'S ALRIEHT.
I SHOULD 60 NOW. CLA.. I MEAN..,
MY SISTER MUST BE WAITING OUTSIDE
FOR ME.

OH, SURE.. SORRY FOR
l TAKING LP TOO MUEH OF YOUR TIME.

‘ SEE YOU AROUND.




MEANWHILE... §

/

50, YOU'RE NOW THE VICE-CAPTAIN

OF THE SCHOOL FOOTBALL TEAM. THAT'S

\ GREAT/ YOU MUST HAVE WORKED HARD FOR
! THIS POSITION.

7

7
2

YEAH, BASED ON MY PERFORMANCE i
IN LAST YEAR'S MATCHES, THE COACH THOUGHT )
I DESERVED THIS POSITION. )

EREAT BUT MAKE SURE TO
s FOCUS ON STUDIES ALONE WITH SPORTS;
\ OTHERWISE, YOU KNOW BETTY... AND THIS TIME
EVEN KEN WON'T BE HERE TO SAVE YOU.

HAHA... YOU'RE RIGHT,
SHE'S ALREADY WARNED ME THAT IF MY
PRE-EXAM SCORES ARE LOW, SHE'LL
SNATCH AWAY MY FOOTBALL.
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YEAH, ALICE AND JLLIA...
THEY'RE IN OUR CLASS, WHY APE
YOLU SO SLURPRISED?

OH, THERE'S NO NEED TO WORRY.
I kKNOW THOSE TWO VERY WELL; THEY'RE
BOTH PEALLY NICE &IRLS, I BELEIVE MIA
EETS ALONG WELL WITH THEM.

NO, IT'M NOT SLURPRISED,
JUST CONCERNED. DIDN'T I TELL YOU THAT
MIA 1S QUITE SHY AND DOESN'T MAKE
FRIENDS EASILY?

IT'S NICE TO HEAR THAT,
NOW I FEEL RELIEVED.
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UEH... JUST
STOP SHOUTING MY
NAME ALREADY.

A

TO BE CONTINUED...



