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OB QUPRTERLY «9

BY ESUS T
THINK THEY'RE
ALMOST READY.

ANOTHER DAY
OR TWO OF IT AND
T'LL LET YOUR GENERAL
CROSS BLADES WITH
ANY ONE OF THEM.

CAREFUL YOU
SAID THAT, BRICE. HE'S
A TOUGH ONE.

SO ARE
You, LASS.
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AND NO
CHEATING.

T'LL GIVE YOU
A HEAD START, IF
YOU'RE WORRIED.

READY?
GO!



LASS, T ADMIT,
YOU BESTED ME.

OB QUPRTERLY «9

HAHAHAHAHA!

BRICE, SHE
KICKED YOUR
Ass!

NOT HARD
TO DO, You
SUCK!

HRRRMMPH.
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YOU DON'T EAT
WITH BRICE?

You pLAY
TOO MUCH WITH
HIM. ATTACHMENTS
ARE WORTHLESS.

I BROUGHT
YOU DINNER.
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YOU'RE JEALOUS.

—=SNORT+
PROOF YOUR JUDGMENT
1S WEAK. T WILL TAKE MY
REVENGE AND LEAVE.

BUT YOU'RE
HERE NOW.

OB QUPRTERLY «9

A MEANS
TO AN END, CAILIN.
THAT'S ALL YOUR
PEOPLE ARE.
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FINE.

T'LL SPEND MY TIME
WHERE IT'S BETTER

APPRECIATED. a8
r W
‘ 2| ¥ \.:/
24
& \',W v
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OH NO,
YOU HEARTLESS,

ROM-
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YOU ARE
A TEASE! T CAN'T
BELIEVE YOU WANT
TO ACTUALLY WORK

ON THE ARMOR
NOW.
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CLANC

I'VE FOUND

A WAY TO
LIGHTEN IT.
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IT'S NOT A TURN
ON WHEN YoU TALK
IN RIDDLES.

WHILE STILL
RETAINING THE TENSILE
STRENGTH.
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YOU'LL SEE,
IT'S GOING TO
TURN YOU ON.

OB QUPRTERLY «9



YEAH,
IT'S NOT TOO

HEAVY!
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YOU ARE
RIGHT, T AM
TURNED ON.
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GOOD, NOW WE CAN
SHOW THEM HOW WE WILL

WIN THIS BATTLE.
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AFTER YOU
WIN THIS BATTLE,
GENERAL.

OB QUPRTERLY «9
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OOOM...
I STILL THINK
YOU'RE A... UH,
A BASTARD.

OB QUPRTERLY «9



OB QUPRTERLY «9

. 65



SCHLon



SCHLyp
SCHLyp
SCHLyp



OOOCH...
DAMMIT... T'M
CUMMING..!!!
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YES...
YES... THAT'S IT

MOUSE... MY MOUSE...
MMNNNGH!
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YOU'RE
READY.
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WE MARCH
ON GAUL?

AND SEND
THE FILTH STRAIGHT
TO HADES.

HAHAHAHA!
ABOUT TIME!
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Time to leave,
yes. War is coming.
No good. Not with those

stupid girls running
around.
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No! No, don't
hurt Orbio. Only tried
to help you | did... and |

did help you. You'd be
dead if it weren't--
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Nooo! don't-
please--

I WILL GIVE
YOU NO MERCY.
ONLY PAIN!

&






MIEEEEEEEEEEEEE!ININ!
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YOU WORTHLESS
CHILDREN CAN'T HURT A
FLY. COME AT US WITH EVERYTHING
YOU'VE GOT. IF YOU FAIL, WE WILL
BEAT YOU SENSELESS. IF YOU

DRAW BLOOD ON Us, You
WILL PASS OUR TEST.
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OB QUPRTERLY «9

DID YOU FORGET
YOUR BALLS TODAY? YOU

HEARD THE MAN, ATTACK
WITH EVERYTHING
YOU'VE GOT!

&9






PATHETIC!
TRY HARDER!
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THAT HURT!
WHAT THE ESUS ARE
YOU WEARING?

SHUT UP
AND FIGHT!

/4
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I s4/0
SHUT UP AND
FIGHT!

OB QUARTERLY #9

THWOK

PATHETIC!

FOUR MORE, JOIN
THESE WEAKLINGS AND
TRY TO S?RATCH
us!

%5
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YOU NOW SEE
THE TOOLS WE WILL
USE TO BREAK THE

ROMAN'S BACKS.

YoU FAIL!
NO BLOOD.
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THIS ARMOR IS OUR
ADVANTAGE. TO KEEP ITS
KNOWLEDGE SECRET IS OUR
MISSION. IF YOUR ENEMY LEARNS

OF IT AND HOW TO USE IT, THEY
WILL KILL YOU WITH THOUSANDS
OF MEN IN ARMOR.

OB QUPRTERLY «9

T WILL MAKE A sUIT
FOR EACH OF YOU, YoU WILL
GUARD IT WITH YOUR LIFE. A LIFE YOU
WILL OWE TO ME BY SURVIVING
THE UPCOMING BATTLE.
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NOW YOUR REAL
TRAINING BEGINS. YOU WILL
WEAR THIS MAIL WHILE YOU RLN,
WHILE YOU FIGHT. IT WILL PUSH YOou

BEYOND YOUR LIMITS. YOU WILL
EITHER ADAPT OR DIE.

I WILL NOT MOURN
YOU IF YOU DIE IN TRAINING.
BECAUSE IF YOU DIE HERE, IT ONLY

MEANS YOU WOULD HAVE DIED
IN BATTLE.

100



OB QUPRTERLY «9

QUICK, GET A
BUCKET OF COLD WATER.
FAST!
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HURRY UP
WITH THAT FUCKING
WATER!

. 12



I GOT
THE WA--OH
WOW.
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OB QUPRTERLY «9

STOP STARING
AND POUR THAT WATER
ON HER-- Now!
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AAAACCCKKK! 1!

THAT'S COLD!
—PFFT=:
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GET ANOTHER
BUCKET-- NOW!

OB QUPRTERLY «9

STRIP OFF YOUR
LEGGINGS.

HERE? CAN'T
WE GO TO THE
TENT?
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YOU NEED TO
COOL OFF, NOW.
MODESTY CAN
COME LATER.

sToP-- IT'S
FREEZING!

17



LEARN THIS LESSON
QUICKLY. THE ARMOR IS
UNFORGIVING AND YOU

WILL OVERHEAT FAST.

OB QUPRTERLY «9

I LIKE

THESE LESSONS...
A LOT

PLEASE...
TENT... T NEED TO
RETAIN SOME DIGNITY
HERE.
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T WILL MEASURE

EACH OF YOU SO I CAN GET TO
WORK ON YOUR SUITS. WE WILL
START... IN AN HOUR...

CAN T SAY,
THAT LESSON WAS
THE BEST... EVER?

ZEUS FORGIVE
ME, BUT I HOPE SHE
OVERHEATS OFTEN IN

OUR TRAINING...
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AND SINCE WHEN DO
I GET TREATED ANY DIFFERENTLY
THAN THE OTHERS? IF THEY FALL DOWN,

You CoULD HAVE
LET ME TAKE THEM

OFF, THIS IS A MESS! T'M ARE YOU GOING TO STRIP THEM

NAKED?

NOT SURE I CAN Gl
THEM BACK ON NOW!
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HAHA! MOUSE,
IF THAT IS WHAT IT
TAKES, T'LL DO IT.
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OB QUPRTERLY «9

SOME OF THEM
HAVE A SET AS LARGE
AS YOURS TOO.

SO, WHICH ONE
ARE YOU GOING TO
THINK ABOUT WHEN WE
FUCK NOW?

ONLY YOU
MOUSE, ONLY
you.

P. 112



FINE... T'LL
BE THERE IN A

T WONDER... FEW HOURS.

MAYBE YOU REALLY LIKE
BRICE MORE THAN YOU
SAY?

THE MOOD IS
ESCAPING MOUSE,
FAST.

I AM NOT TO
BE DISTURBED! UMM HUM, YOU'RE
STILL THINKING ABOUT
YOUR MAN-FRIEND, AREN'T YOU.
GENERAL, T I CAN SgsEl'ls"lN YOUR
HAVE NEWS.

DEVIN, SIR, HE T'LL SHOW You

REQUESTS AN IMMEDIATE

MEETING. EXACTLY WHAT I'M

THINKING ABOUT.
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OB QUPRTERLY «9

I'M SORRY FOR
THE URGENCY, GENERAL,
BUT HE SAYS THE ROMANS ARE
ON MARCH TO GAUL.. BY
THE THOUSANDS.

T SEE.
T'LL BE RIGHT
THERE.
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NO, WE ARE
NOT READY AT

ALL.

T NEVER THOUGHT
I'D SAY IT, BUT I MISS
TRAINING ALREADY.
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#10 "PREPARATIONS & PLANS”

COLORS: CELESTIN SZABO
STORY: CRYSTAL STORM
EDITS: SUE SOARES
CHARACTERS, STORY, EDITS: ANDREW ZAR
LETTERS: DANI CALERO

DARKBRAIN MONTHLY #10

P. 102



ALBINUS TRAVELS
WITH ANOTHER LEGION. HE
GOES TO RENDEZVOUS
WITH GENERAL GAIUS

DARKBRAIN MONTHLY #10



YOou WILL

HAVE THE GREATEST
TACTICAL ADVANTAGE
HERE, AT FAESULAE WHERE b, WE NEED
W\ THEY WILL PASS. MY UNIT TO PREPARE
L) WILL FLANK THEM FROM 5 . WHEN THERE.
) BEHIND, HERE. . y

BE ABLE TO STOP
Us. IT WILL TAKE US
TWO WEEKS TO TRAVEL
THERE, BUT WE WILL HAVE
A SIZABLE LEAD ON
ALBINUS.

=)
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) RALLY
| THE LEADERS. WE
B GO TO WAR.
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pID You
WIN MANY BATTLES
WHEN YOU FOUGHT
FOR ROME?

4

=,
T -mmmn-d

-

I BELIEVE
THAT. YOU ARE NOT
A MAN WHO LOSES

OFTEN. NEITHER
AM T.

DARKBRAIN MONTHLY #10

HERE, T
REQUIRE YOUR MEN TO
MAKE FIFTEEN MAKESHIFT
STRUCTURES. HIDE THEM
WELL AMONG THE
FOREST.

ENOUGH TO

FIT TWO MEN
R IN EACH.

THEY MUST
BUILD FAST. ROME
WILL BE SENDING A SCOUTING

N PARTY AHEAD OF THEIR FORCES,
A\ THEY MUST NOT BE ALLOWED /
. TO SEE WHAT WE'RE

- DOING.
Ty, N =

WHAT IS THE
PURPOSE OF THESE
STRUCTURES?



You WILL
TAKE THE WEAKEST
FROM YOUR ARMIES AND
PLACE THEM IN FOUR LARGE
GROUPS. POSITION
THEM HERE.

DARKBRAIN MONTHLY #10

THEY'LL
BE TOO EXPOSED IN
THAT POSITION. WE'LL
BE UNABLE TO THAT 1S

PROVI- _/TUg POINT. IT WILL
LEAVE OTHER POINTS
OF ALBINUS’ ARMY
VULNERABLE TO THE
SECOND AND THIRD
WAVE OF OUR
ATTACKS.
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MEN DIE
FIGHTING FOR A
CAUSE. THAT 1S

IT IS ' ;
UNLIKELY =, THE PURPOSE.

EL .
THO;ERA\'}IE\;IE.WILL YOU SPEAK

NAIVELY OF THE
§ ' ' REALITY AND
MEN DIE i : — e SACRIFICE
N IN WAR. THAT IS f . - =
B THEIR PURPOSE.
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I DON'T
TRUST YOUR MEN
NOT TO TURN COWARD
IN THE FACE OF THE
MIGHT OF ROME.

YOou WILL
POSITION A FORCE OF &
YOUR ARCHERS HERE. IF |
THEY RUN, YOU WILL GIVE ¢
\ THE ORDER FOR THEM

PO you
WISH TO WIN
THIS FIGHT

OR NOT?

THE OTHER
LEADERS WILL
NEVER AGREE-,
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BE DONE.

IT WILL
L3
THEN DON'T T DOUBT YOUR =
TELL THEM. You CONVICTION. =
ARE THEIR LEADER, ' . ;

THEY ANSWER
To Yyou.

PO NOT
TEST ME, GENERAL.

I AM COMMITTED TO
WINNING THIS WAR, NOT
SLAUGHTERING MY
OWN MEN.

—

W
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R "ﬂl‘“t’

YOUR f OBVIOUSLY.
TROOPS WILL Ml ALL MUST DIE. IT
SURROUND ALBINUS'S : Xi WILL BE UP TO You TO

Aoz/nsé ;éZOM : : y !

A GOop
POSITION FOR
THE SIZE OF OUR
ROOPS.

DARKBRAIN MONTHLY #10 I P. 112



IT WILL
BE DIFFICULT TO
DEVELOP A SOLID
STRATEGY TO
CONTAIN-

OR THERE WILL
BE HELL TO PAY.
FOR YOUR

PEOPLE.

DARKBRAIN MONTHLY #10

[—

RUNNERS... W
EVERY SINGLE [
ONE... MUST /&

P. 112



ALSO...
I WILL NEED YOUR
BEST SMITHS... ALL -
PEOPLE WHO CAN WORK ’ I'VE NOT,
WITH METAL AND TAKE ; ¢ BUT WE HAVE
INSTRUCTIONS. f NO CHOICE NOW.
Il SEND THEM
AND ALSO ¢ QUICKLY.
SEND ME TWO
TAILORS WHO ARE
EXPERIENCED.

OF COURSE,

N I'VE BEEN WAITING
FOR THAT CALL.
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HRRUMMPH...
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HERE. WE NEED
FIVE BLOOMERIES
HERE, SPREAD OUT
WITH AT LEAST 20 FEET
.\ BETWEEN THEM SO
L ). WE CAN WORK.

BLOOMERY? ),
\WHAT'S THAT?

A — 2 -
DARKBRAIN MONTHLY #10

JUST CLEAR
THIS AREA SO WE CAN
MAKE PITS, AND GET ME
A LOT OF CLAY AND STONE
TO MAKE SMALL CHIMNEYS
FOR HEATING METAL.

SURE! THAT I
A\ PO UNDERSTAND.

You TWO,
TAILORS, COME
WITH ME.

HOW DID
YOU KNOW
WE WERE THE
TAILORS?

P. 117
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NEVER
MIND HOW, WHAT
I NEED IS FOR YOoU
TO UNDERSTAND HOW
TO MAKE PATTERNS
FOR OUR OTHER
SOLDIERS.

WELL, T'LL
JUST PRETEND IT
1S CLOTH, AND T
SEE IT IS FAIRLY
TIGHT FITTING TO

THE BODY.

THIS WILL
BE EASY FOR
ME... NO IDEA
HOW You CAN
ACTUALLY MAKE
THEM THOUGH. gy,

ALAS, THAT
1S NOT MY
CONCERN

NO SNIDE,
DISMISSIVE
COMMENT?

St

Ve |

o

o

r

-



WHAT |5 Y ; THAT IS NOW EACH
THAT METAL You EXACTLY WHAT WE OF YOU STRIP AND
WEAR?

GET MEASURED BY
ARE DOING. = THESE TAILORS.
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um, CAN
SHE GIVE
Us sOme

?
PRIVACY? I 54D

STRIP. WE HAVE NO
TIME FOR YOUR
MODESTY.
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FINE. Now!
CAILIN, BACK TO WE ALREADY
THE TENT. WASTED TOO
MUCH TIME.

ARE YoUu OH,
SURE? I CAN THIS WASN'T A
BE HELPFUL HERE. A = WASTE... BY ANY
LOT OF M%A5UEING
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CAN WE
¥ SETTLE POWN OH, IT'S
PLEASE, THERE IS NO FINE, IT WON'T HURT
NEED FOR THAT... OLJElNMTEé\EsugEME}\)Ts
GET THEM DISPLAY. LEAST!
MEASURED.

/AN AN
DARKBRAIN MONTHLY #10
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LOOK, You ToucH
MY COCK, EVEN IF You
CLAIM IT IS AN ACCIDENT,
AND T'LL CUT YOUR HAND
OFF. UNDERSTAND?

OH, SUCH
A BRUTE. FINE,
ALL WORK AND
NO PLAY
THEN.

P. 126
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", - O — = . e .
1 . ’_ — _/ ‘ -_ - r_ pa— =, -
R il = ('";., A ~ WHY NOT? :
e, y S e, I 5AY THE MORE
=t — Thag, THE MERRIER.

THEY COMBINED
[ FORCES, BUT I DIDN'T
SEE ANY MORE
WHORES...

OH ESUS, \
PLEASE NO, T
CAN'T EVEN §
TAKE THIS.

YOoUu ARE
A DIRTY FUCKING
8 WHORE! ALL OF US ARE
CAPTIVES HERE, OUR
HUSBANDS SLAIN, OUR
CHILDREN SLAIN... _

AND You
JUST SIT THERE, AND
ENJOY IT? YOU ARE -
DISGUSTING/
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FUCK You.

YOU ARE RIGHT, MY
HUSBAND IS DEAD TOO.
ALL OF OUR MEN ARE
DEAD - EVERY LAST
ONE. MONTHS

AND YET
YOou DIDN'T
FOLLOW THEM,
DID YOU,
BRALLIZ .
A ! YET NOT
USED TO AVE i R You. YoU VALUE
TWICE AS MANY OF US, o - YOUR LIFE TOO
AND MANY TOOK THEIR / MUCH, DON'T YO,
OWN LIVES, ONES THAT | BRALLI?
LOVED TOO MUCH TO . - ns SSURE s

CONTINUE ON. B T I AM. AS ALL OF

I I / | US HERE ARE.
\J

| l i 1 ‘ . | / ' ]

/| _. |

DARKBRAIN MONTHLY #10




THEN YOU
MIGHT AS WELL
EMBRACE YOUR B

LIFE.  engovy THE
V' FEELING OF COCK
B INSIDE OF YOU AND HOW
| MUCH THESE MEN NEED
yoU. IT IS ALL THAT g
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QUIET,
FIRST GROUPING, IT
' GENERAL
I5GOING TOBEA peaLlus MEN

LONG NIGHT. HAVE NOT HAD
COMPANIONSHIP A

IN WEEKS,

LR
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I'VE... T'VE
NEVER HAD SUCH A
BEAUTIFUL WOMAN

IN ALL MY LIFE.
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NEVER
SEEN... SUCH

BEAUTY.

I WANT
TO WATCH You
EVERY SECOND
OF OUR TIME
TOGETHER.

"ﬂ?@;ﬂ #’i\‘%ﬁ.

e "l'f“-
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OHHH OHH
W YES OHHH!!!

DARKBRAIN MONTHLY #10

HOW ABOUT
THAT? I THOUGHT
THAT BITCH WoULD
NEVER BREAK. BUT
LOOK AT HER -- SHE

1S WILD FOR

IT NOW/!

] - e J '

THEY ALL \WERTERTE G it S
BREAK... JUsT N -
AMATTER OF NUEREE Al ;ﬁﬁ_
TIME. LT 5 T AT R A e e

I WISH
IT WAS MY TURN
TONIGHT. THEY ARE
WILD WHEN THEY
FIRST BREAK.




ICANT
HOLD BACK
ANY MORE.
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OH ESUS. s I... WELL...
THANK YOU. T... e T _ IF'T AM TO DIE
JUST THANK S AN _ IN THE COMING

WEEKS
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HIS
TECHNIQUE
IS INCREDIBLE.
I'VE NEVER SEEN
SUCH SKILL. BUT,
I THINDK I couLp

IT'S
DIFFERENT,

BUT T UNDERSTAND |

IT. I'D NEVER HAVE




THINK? OR
CAN DO? I GET
THE FEELING IF You
THINK, BUT FAIL, THAT
YOU MIGHT LOSE
A LImB.

I CAN. AND
HE NEEDS MY
HELP; THERE ARE
TOO MANY SUITS T THINK
TO MAKE. _ T'LL TELL HIM
WHEN IT'S
MY TURN.

WELL, IT'S
BEEN NICE
KNOWING You,




I THINK - '\\ I'M GRATEFUL
THAT ONE, PERSAL, %% THAT YOU CAN GET
HE 1S DOING A SOME REST, EVEN

) JUST A LITTLE.




IF you YES,
I WAS THINKING WISH, T WILL MOUSE, You
OF SOMETHING SATISFY You. BUT SPEAK THE
MORE ENERGETIC YOUR BODY NEEDS TRUTH.
BEFORE REST. REST, BADLY, I CAN

FEEL THAT.




INSULTS
WILL NOT HELP
ME REST.

REST
NOW, SAVIOR OF
THE GAUL.
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GOOoD,
Goop! IT
MATCHES MY
PATTERN

CUT IS BETTER,
CLOSER.

NOT
PERFECTLY,
BUT WELL
INDEED

P. 145
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AND I DIDN'T
EVEN HAVE TO
VIOLATE YOUR COCK,
NOW DID I?

IT IS GOOPD...
VERY GOOD!

e
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SUIT ue,
EVERYONE, IT
1S TIME FOR

TRAINING. 4

P. 14e



I THINK
YOoUu HAVE A THING ou;ﬂ%ﬁ#gvzﬁE

FOR YOUR TAILOR, FREE FOR A FEW
ANWELL. MINUTES... YOU CAN
= GIVE YOUR TAILOR

o .
' {-; 'I.: '.:. 15. ":

T A e MR N R
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NOwW,
YOUR REAL
TRAINING
BEGINS.

# I
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YOUR
ARMOR 1S YOUR
ADVANTAGE. WITH IT
YOU CAN WITHSTAND
HADES’ FORCES
THEMSELVES.

BUT You MUST
LEARN TO BEAR
THE WEIGHT.

AND You
MUST LEARN TO
FIGHT IN SPITE
OF IT.

P. 149
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WE HAVE
A WEEK BEFORE
THE BATTLE, BARELY
ENOUGH TIME FOR

YOU TO LEARN.

WILL LEARN. AND
THEN WE WILL DELIVER A
HAMMER BLOW TO THE
ROMANS. SO LET
us BEGIN.

L

- o ;
i BUT You

P. 150
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FASTER/
YOU'RE NOT
INVINCIBLE EVEN IN
YOUR ARMOR! )

IF you
CANNOT FIGHT,
You WILL DIE/

i -&. . Lo ] F L A I |
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STILL A
TASK MASTER,
THAT ONE,
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Y TLL BET Rxiiath
A COIN THAT
B vou LAST ABOUT
THIRTY SECONDS
BEFORE HE

KNOCKS You N\ e
ON YOUR . v
| 3y .
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OUCH, LASS,
JUST FIVE? STEP
ASIDE. I OWE )=~
a HIM ONE. =

’ it a M — A a B i e 2 JB e e
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HAHAHAHAHA.
\ WEAKLINGS! )
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= | Two weeks LaTER.
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THANK You
FOR SPARING
THEM.
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ITIS
A LOOSE
END, A RISK WE
SHOULDN'T

AFTER
THIS BATTLE,

IT IS MORE
IMPORTANT THAT
DEVIN HOLDS UP HIS
END AND KILLS THE
RUNNERS.
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» BAH, T
WORRY LIKE
A WOMAN ABOUT
THINGS THAT DON'T
CONCERN ME
ANYMORE.

WHAT DO
YOU MEAN?

DARKBRAIN MONTHLY #12

TOMORROW'S
BATTLE IS ALL
THAT MATTERS...

IT IS MY
FINISH, MY
REVENGE.




WIN AND WE WILL
R CONTINUE. IT IS
B NOT THE END. (i

L

DARKBRAIN MONTHL‘/ #‘IZ

IT WILL
BE ALBINUS’

Y END, AND IT WILL
B TAKE EVERYTHING

I HAVE, AND LIKELY
MY VERY LIFE. BUT IT
MUST BE THIS

WAY, IT IS THE /S

ONLY WAY.
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~ 00000H... R
YES... SLOW, LIKE i
W\ THAT... PLEASE... /4
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you
HAVE MADE
SOME MOMENTS...
PLEASANT...
THANK YoU. 4
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i WORDS

WY COME CHEAP,

B GENERAL. T THINK |
B oU oUGHT TOo |

i il
B\ SHow ME youR SR
.;E!'- \ APPRECIATION {§
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ROME
APPROACHES,
SIRE! THEY'LL BE
HERE IN A FEW
HOURS/




CRAP. BUT

30 OF THE BEST T DON'T HAVE THE

SHIELDS YOoU HAVE, k. - TIME TO IMPROVE

IMMEDIATELY. ' THEM, THEY WILL
- HAVE TO DO.

FETCH THE
GENERAL THE
SHIELDS, BOY, AND
RALLY THE REST OF
THE LEADERS.
WE MARCH.

GET THEM
READY.

e
=

"\ /
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YOou WILL 2
MOVE ONLY WHEN Y*
YOU SEE MY SIGNAL.
REMEMBER YOUR
TRAINING.

FIGHT
__( A3 ONE AND
WE WILL KILL
FASTER.
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QUIET, ALL

WHY
ARE WE HERE
AND THEY

AYE, PEVIN
WHAT'S THE
MEANING OF | i
THAT? THEY'LL
\NEVER BE ABLE,
A\ TO HOLD.
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AS You
COMMAND,
GENERAL.

DARKBRAIN MONTHLY #12



DARKBRAIN MONTHLY #12 P. 37



V]
4
Loy
I
203
Ly
N.E
Qu§
EQ9
()
Q
[\Y

€0
o
W
[S)
o
Q
o
3
Q
>

TROOPS ARE IN
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WHAT 1S
THE MEANING -
OF THIS, PEVIN?/
: WE MUST I SAID 7
ATTACK! % SILENCE! !
FOLLOW ORDERS
; OR DIE!

ITIS
DISHONORABLE,
DEVIN! OUR
OWN MEN ARE
GETTING-

7
7/,

DARKBRAIN MONTHLY #12 P. 42



RETREAT/
RETREAT/

WE
CAN'T HOLD
THEM!
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CLEARLY
THEY DON'T
UNDERSTAND

BATTLE TACTICS,
ALBINUS, THEY
MAKE OUR JOBS
EASIER/

A
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YES ALBINUS, N
KNOW I'M COMING.
YOU'VE POSITIONED

YOUR TROOPS

PERFECTLY...

iy

(]
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HOW DID
THEY COME
TO HAVE THAT
= N ARMOR?

THERE'S ;
NO CLEAR [
/3
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ADVANCE!
) No MERCY! SEND

THEM ALL TO
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LEFT WING
DEFENSIVE
POSITIONS!
DOUBLE THE
RANK/

SIRE!
WE'VE BEEN
SURROUNDED!
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#12 “‘I"HE BATTLE

OF FAESULAE"

ART: CELESTIN SZABO
STORY: CRYSTAL STORM
EDITS: SUE SOARES
CHARACTERS, STORY, EDITS: ANDREW ZAR
LETTERS: DANI CALERO
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A ROMAN POLITICAL SNAKE AND GENERAL, ALBINUS, HAD A RIVAL GENERAL'S
(VERGILIUS) FAMILY MURDERED, AND FRAMED HIM FOR IT AS A FINAL INDIGNITY.
VERGILIUS ESCAPED HIS DEATH SENTENCE AND TRAVELED TO GAUL TO PLOT
REVENGE.

CAREFULLY AND VICIOUSLY ATTACKING ROME FORCES, VERGILIUS GAINED
THE NICKNAME "THE BUTCHER.” VERGILIUS INVENTED AND UTILIZED

HIS CHAIN MAIL ARMOR, GOING TO EXTRAORDINARY LENGTHS TO KEEP IT
A SECRET. HE KNEW THE KNOWLEDGE OF IT COULD TURN INTO AN
OVERWHELMING ROMAN ADVANTAGE.
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A YOUNG GAUL VILLAGER, CAILIN, HAD HER FAMILY RAPED AND SLAUGHTERED
BY ROMANS. MOMENTS FROM DEATH, THE BUTCHER ARRIVED AND KILLED ALL
THE ROMANS. HE RELUCTANTLY ALLOWED CAILIN TO JOIN IN HIS JOURNEY
DUE TO HER PROWESS WITH HER BOW. SHE HELPED KEEP VERGILIUS' CHAIN
MAIL SECRET BY KILLING THE "RUNNERS” IN THEIR BATTLES.
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UNBEKNOWN AT FIRST TO CAILIN,
HER SISTER SORCHA ALSO SURVIVED
THE ROMAN ATTACK. BUT SORCHA'S
JOURNEY WAS FILLED WITH HORROR
AS SHE WAS CAPTURED AND RAPED
BY A CREEPY MEDICINE MAN.

EVENTUALLY SAVED BY ROMAN GENERAL
ALBINUS, SORCHA JOINED FORCES WITH
ROME AND NOW VIEWED HER SISTER AS
BEING CONTROLLED BY THE BUTCHER.
SORCHA BELIEVES ROME TO BE THE
ONLY VIABLE PATH, CAILIN AND THE
BUTCHER ON THE LOSING SIDE.



- REGuLuIé N

«

P

AS ROME BECAME MORE FRUSTRATED WITH THE BUTCHER'S SUCCESSES, THEY . e ALBINUS
EVENTUALLY SENT TWO GENERALS (ALBINUS AND REGULUS) AND THEIR TROOPS -

TO SECURE GAUL. WITH THIS OVERWHELMING FORCE, ROME MARCHES '

CONFIDENTLY ON GAUL. CAILIN PERSUADED VERGILIUS TO SHARE HIS CHAIN MAIL - b \
SECRET WITH THE GAUL IN ORDER TO ARM THEM AND HAVE A CHANCE AGAINST -

THE ROMAN INVADING FORCE.
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>

e ARV UNIT

/ S 7]

AFTER MONTHS OF PREPARATION AND TRAINING, READY OR NOT, THE GAUL
FORCES SET A TRAP AND ENGAGED THE ROMAN FORCE. VERGILILS' AND
CAILIN'S ELITE CHAIN MAIL UNIT WAS LAYING WASTE TO THE ROMAN FRONT

LINE WHILE DEVIN (LEADER OF THE GAUL) FLANKED, ENGAGING THE ROMAN
FORCES FROM THE BACK. ALBINUS AND REGULUS REALIZED THEIR FOLLY,

BUT CAN THEY RECOVER AND WIN THE BATTLE IN TIME? THE BATTLE
CONTINUES RIGHT NOW IN THIS CONCLUS/ION TO THE BATTLE OF FAESULAE!

70508 RN
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> PREPARE
TO CHARGE
- ) ME‘IT'A"LE ?nfgvu '/pnlgs
vgf ?Eéﬁﬁa == GERN  FALL TO BREAK
BASTARD! / A e THE TRAP. _ 8

WE CANNOT
PLAY HIS GAME. 2 | N
ARCHERS ARE USELESS, il o/ e CAVALRY!

NOW WE

RULES OF THE
ENGAGEMENT,
OR WE DIE.
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WHY
ARE You
FIGHTING

WITH THEM
CAILIN?




ME? ME?/
THEY’RE ROMANS,
SORCHA! oUR

THEY PEOPLE WERE
B Qe e
PEOPLE! ROME 15 THE

FUTURE.

you
TRAITOROUS

T MOLIRNED
you! T WORRIED
- ABOUT You! I
E\ TRIED TO RESCUE
you!t!

YOU'VE
NEVER HELPED

ME! YOU'VE NEVER
BEEN THERE! ALBINUS
HAS DONE MORE FOR |
ME THAN ANYONE! HE

TAUGHT ME TO BE ¢

STRONG!
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NO MERCY!

REMOVE THEIR
ADVANTAGE!

Y/,
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VERGILIUS!
YOUR END IS

KEEP
SCREAMING, Y &
| ALBINUS. IT |-
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I DON'T
WANT TO KILL
You, CAILIN.

JOIN Us.
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YOUR
COUNTRY IS
ROME’S FOR THE
TAKING!

TLL
SEE ROME
BURN
FIRST/

i” &‘ﬁ E:l
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IF
I'D KNOW

YOoU WERE GOING

TO BE SO MUCH
TROUBLE, T WOULD

HAVE HAD THE

SENATORS KILL
A _YOU SOONER.

WHAT

SENATORS,

ALBINUS?




e W W
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I DON'T

CARE YOU'RE

WEARING THAT
METAL.

YOU'VE
AVOIDED
DEATH FOR
TOO LONG.




THAT
METAL MAKES
YOU SLOW.
MAKES You
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Lafy t F o
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you! You ARE
RESPONSIBLE/
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PIE FAST, OR
DIE SLOW. WHO,
WHO WERE THE

SENATORS!?!
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DA

> YOoU WON'T

) BE REMEMBERED
o IN HISTORY. T WILL.

'l YOULEFT ROME A

DISGRACE. I DIE
HE

RKBRAIN MONTHLY #13

You DIE
A FAILURE. ALL
HISTORY WILL WRITE
OF YoU IS THAT T
SENT YOUR HEAD
BACK TO ROME

2. ON A PIKE.
i =
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PLEASE
ESUS, PLEASE
DON'T TAKE

> Him,
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DONE WITH You. WE [
A HAVE A LARGER 4
D PURPOSE.

| NO. I CANNOT _
DIE YET BECAUSE MY
- VENGEANCE 1S NOT
1 _ COMPLETE.

B ALBINUS (I
{ wAS JusT A
PUPPET.
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S
_— |
DAR
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MOUSE 15 L EARNING
I\ O . LA NO, WE MUST TAKE YOUR SMALL
ANOTHER X i e RETREAT AND VICTORY TODAY
FORCE HAS » e 8 REGROUP. AND LIVE TO GET
ARRIVED, SHOULD RS 4 = y ANOTHER.

WE PRESS ON?

e Tus .
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v

o Y

CYRIC
IS DEAD.

RETREAT/
RETREAT! )
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7l |

7 DO NOT : b ._ -7 - i
: MOURN, YOU WERE ] —, O ’l‘% sﬂ\\\wl

~\ ALL DUE TO DIE
TODAY.
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WE MUST

PUSH FORWARD
NOW.

AYE,
WITH OUR GROUP
OF ARMOR, ROME WE
CANNOT STOP US. MARCH
WE CAN PUT AN END INTO ROME
TO THAT MENACE

ONCE AND FOR
LL/




WELL
DONE, WELL
DONE. I SHOULD
HAVE NEVER
DOUBTED
you.

COME

DARKBRAIN MONTHLY #13

YOU ARE
FOOLS. YOU SPOIL
YOUR ADVANTAGE BY
ATTACKING ROME DIRECT
AND ‘/ODLI 5EaL YOUR

P. 92



L
- ADVANTAGE

NOW, WE MUST
WE CANNOT TAKE IT.
. )| ALLOW ROME TO
f HEAL HER WOUNDS,

WE MUST ATTACK.

> THEN OUR h
PATHS PART HERE. s
AND YOoU, CAILIN OF

PURIA, WILL You i
ABANDON GAUL

W
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THERE'S
SOMETHING
BREWING IN THAT
HEAD OF YOURS,

'y T
=3 Ve \ N )
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IT
WASN'T ME!/ IT
WAS THAT IDIOT,
ALBINUS.

DARKBRAIN MONTHLY #13

you
ARE LUCKY
I ARRIVED,
REGULUS;

YOoU MUST
REMEMBER THAT
You OWE ME THE

NEXT TIME YOU
CONFER WITH YOUR
BACKSTABBING
VULTURE
SENATORS.

BUT WE DID
WELL, ALL THINGS
CONSIDERED.

THE
ENEMY HAS A
NEW WEAPON, A NEW
ADVANTAGE...

I ALWAYS
SERVE MY COUNTRY
AND WILL DO NO
DIFFERENT NOW.




AN .
d ADVANTAGE - = '
LET ME
WE NOW OWN "
. 7 DEMONSTRATE
AS WELL. : ' ON THE GAUL
FEMALES.

© MASTERS?

BE QUICK
ABOUT IT, FAGGOT,
BEFORE I CUT YOUR
DICK OFF.

i

oL
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GET OFF ME, '
YOoU PDISGUSTING ! . GET
ANIMALS/ } - AWAY FROM
| ME, YOU FUCKING
TRAITOR!
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)

DARKBRAIN

MONTHLY #13

ESTEEMED
MASTERS, SEE
NOW HOW SHE CAN
SERVICE TWO ROMANS
AT ONCE? SHE CANNOT

BITE DOWN. SHE IS (S

NOW TAMED.
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SEE, T
TOLD You THE
TAILOR WOULD BE
USEFUL TOO. HE CAN
MIX CLOTH AND METAL
WITH EXPERT  {
) PRECISION. _

AFTER
WE LEARN WHAT
WE NEED FROM THESE
DISGUSTING TRAITORS,
THEY ARE TO BE 4
PUT TO DEATH.

—==_
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The Making of The Butcher
by Andrew Zar

Hello again Butcher fans! Since the last Making Of

The Butcher that | wrote, DarkBrain has been through
several changes. And, as | write this, we are migrating
the entire studio to be a webcomic-only affair. Another
huge change.

The Butcher has survived it all - from the original voice
& music Flash comics, to DarkBrain Quarterly, then
DarkBrain Monthly, and now to live on as a free webcomic.

It survived because it needed to. Our fans love it, and
we love to make it, and we hope to continue making it
for a long time. In the new future we are charting out,
more of the success will depend on our fans than ever,
with their support for the effort being critical.

But The Butcher always survives! And the fact you are
reading this means you supported the effort with this
very purchase - so a huge thank you!

E/ Santo left DarkBraim with considerable
drama. But that left the door oper for
Celestin to step /n as The Butcher artist.
Celestin Szabo had already proved himself
with our title SORTAN-VALTA and was already
colorizing The Butcher. A great fit.
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| This collection completes the entire first novel, The
Battle of Faesulae. A labor of love, this novel took
many years to complete, with writing that started
in 2009 and the final issue publishing in late 2014.
Five years of effort!

TVI W/ Bty — — | —Z

\f Since you have completed reading the story (if you
v | haven't, stop reading this and go finish! LOL) you
know that at the end of the novel we are left with
unfinished work for both Vergilius and Cailin. The
story will now continue in our second big novel, The
Battle of Telamon that chronicles the next major
battle in history.

The Butcher, although a pure fantasy story, does loosely
follow historical events. I've always enjoyed historical
fiction. But | was also heavily influenced by some
incredible pure fantasy work such as Savage sword

of Conan. That magazine took novels and made them

7 great comics, told over a long series of issues.
Absolutely amazing work that still inspires me today.

A
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DarkBrain has carved a path that is atypical - we decided
to not worry about industry aversion to adult content
and also the typical light storytelling in existing adult
work. So our next novel will continue to tell a longer
story with loads of adult content and graphic violence
and sex. No holds barred.

This completion at #12 also marks the end of a great
writing run by Crystal Storm. She brought a fabulous
touch to this gritty and evil story. Her own work has
become an inspirational journey and demanded all of her
energies. | know you will find her work and follow her,
she is really an incredible writer.

For the next novel we have picked up a new writer,
Kenya B. Leavitt. She brings a history of adult writing
for major publications. And | trust you will see her
picking up the reigns just fine in The Butcher #13.

7o support DarkBrain comic formatting,
artists will draw in rows. The objective /s
to create art that fits perfectly in the
HP TV format (1920 x 1080..

That format, we found, is the optimal size
for showing comics that work on 3/l platforms
from tvs to computers to tablets to smartphores.
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Celestin Szabo will continue as the artist for The Butcher in the next novel!

And please pop on our website and enjoy The Butcher
as a webcomic! And your continued support - by
purchasing download editions - is something we really
need to keep this project moving along.

Also, please tell your friends about the webcomic! The
more people who enjoy The Butcher, the better!

Till next time,
Andrew Zar

THE MAKING OF THE BUTCHER



	The Butcher #9
	The Butcher #10
	The Butcher #11
	The Butcher #12

