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l I WASN'T SURE HOW LONG I ACTUALLY SLEPT,

GWEN NOTHING TO MEASURE MY TIME HERE..

ALL T HAD WAS DAYLIGHT AND HUNGER THE LATTER OF
- WHICH HAD WOKEN ME UP EARLIER THAN PREFERRED.. -
|

I

_. "'m“m T um"

I'M
WORKING |
ON IT...!

GERR %

AND IT DIDN'T SEEM VERY HAPPY WITH HOW LONG I g
WAS TAKING, EVEN THOUGH IT WASN'T MY FALLT... »

I SIMPLY COULDN'T 60 ANYWHERE ELSE WITHOUT
FIRST FINISHING SOME CURSED BEAUTY ROUTINE...




I HATED THE HUMILIATION I FELT AFTER PUTTING
ON A DRESS, AND DOING MY HAIR AND MAKELUP...

BUT I'D BE LYING IF I SAID I DIDN'T FEEL A BIT
OF RELIEF WHEN I FINALLY FREAKIN® FINISHED...

I CAN'T
WAIT TO SEE
WHAT BREAK-
FAST LOOKS

GOSH, I
HOFE BHERE'S
MORE OF THAT

PlE...

MY EMPTY STOMACH DIDN'T GIVE A CRAP ABOUT
VANITY, AND AT THE MOMENT NEITHER COULD I...

\ \




JUST LIKE LAST NIGHT, THERE WAS THAT INSATIABLE
HUNGER THAT OVERSHADOWED EVERYTHING ELSE...

.

I DON'T
SMELL ANY-
THING: .. T BE]
IT'S JUST A COM-
TEE-MENT=-AL
BREAKFAST.

-

I GUESS
THAT MEANS
NO BACON OR
SAUSAGE AND,

B .

IT WAS SO POWERFUL THAT I BARELY EVEN
NOTICED HOW SORE MY BODY STILL WAS...

AND WITH HOW HARD IT WAS TO FOCUS, AN APETITE FELT
LIKE THE ONLY PROBLEM I COULD REASONABLY SOLVE...




., REACH AFTER WHAT THEY DID TO MY BRAIN...

LUCKILY, I HAD YET TO RUN INTO
EITHER OF THEM THIS MORNING...

HMM...
WELL, THIS
= LI TLE

WEIRD...

THE LAST THING I WANTED WAS MISS SOFIA
TEASING ME ABOUT HOW GIELY I LOOKED...

- | B
BUT I KNEW THEY WERE HERE, PROBABLY WATCHING
AND LAUGHING AT ME. AFTER ALL, SOMEBODY SHUT
OFF ALL THE POWER IN MY BEDPROOM LAST NIGHT...

1 |




S0, WHERE THE HECK WERE THEY...?

4 ,-!V'I! - e
; { 2 -.
i) AND MOST
w4 THE FRICK WAS ALL THE FOOPD...?
R




A T |
LAST NIGHT, WHEN I FINISHED EM:NG‘
T LEFT BEHIND A SIGNIEICANT MESS... _-4
W W EONE OBVIOUSLY CLEANED ALL
— OF IT UP AFTER T WENT TO BED... ,

/ THIS '\

IS BULL | 3
CRAP! ;
pes™ THEY . | \
B [ EVEN TOOK
BN THE FREAKIN

= PIE...!

/ —
L]

AS DUMB AS I FELT, I COULD STILL. REASON THAT THEY
LIKELY DIDN'T MAINTAIN THIS PLACE BY THEMSELVES...

E -#
WHICH MEANT THEY PROBABLY HIRED PEOPLE... "'
3



FOR SOME REASON, I NEVER EVEN CONSIDERED
THE POSSIBILITY OF THIS PLACE BEING STAFFED...

COULD THAT BE MY WAY OUT...7

B WHERE THE |
HECK ARE |
) THEY...7 S g
7  MAYBE

BEHIND THOSE
DOORS...7

I KNEW IT WAS A LONG SHOT, BUT IF I COULD FIND

SOMEONE WHO WAS JUST HERE FOR A PAYCHECK...
: 'm-" T
| _ € \




I'D DO WHAT...? T COULD PROBABLY DRAW SOMEONE
OUT, BUT IF MISS SOFIA OR PAPA WERE WATCHING... § g
GOSH, IT WAS SO HARD TO THINK, BUT I
KNEW I NEEDED SOME SORT OF PLAN..

- _— R _

f —

WHAT
CAN I EVEN
DO RIGHT
NOW...

~AS HARD
AS IT IS, I
NEED TO THINK
THIS THROLIGH
FIRST. w
I'M STILL
B ME IN HERE;

S |T SHOLLDN'T BE
T THIS FREAKIN'

.

IF ONLY
I WASN'T
SO EFFING
HUNGRY. ...

I TRIED TO COME UP WITH AT LEAST ONE IDEA,
BUT MY FOCUS WAS CURRENTLY ELSEWHERE...

WONDERING HOW LONG THEY WOLILD WATCH ME _
STARVE BEFORE DECIPING TO FEED ME AGAIN...

o,
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THEN T REMEMBERED SOMETHING MISS SOFIA SAID LAST NIGHT..
e - ‘
Yo HAVEE BEEN GIVEN A LIFE
O CONMFORT/AND LUBIURY oo

BATAND. REST
RELLe

WENEEEAY@ M‘Fﬂﬂ%’m
liINE® uL EE'A'@00P LFAEY%.

J —

[ A LOT OF WHAT THEY SAID WENT OVER MY HEAD, BUT

IT SOUNDED LIKE THEY WERE TRYING TO STUDY ME

<

' —
' : " 2 (8 | THEY WANTED ME HEALTHY FOR SOMETHING AND
o\ 4 ",# THAT MEANT MY LIFE HAD SOME SORT OF VALLUE..

w2, S 3




WHICH GAVE ME MY FIRST REAL IDEA...

/ I HAVE TO EAT
SO I CAN HEAL
UP, OR WHAT- /
IERIF \
i ISN'T

/ THAT, LIKE,
THE WHOLE
POINT THIS
CRAP!?
SO HOW
/" THE FRICK AM
I S’POSED TO DO
THAT WHEN THERE
ISN'T ANY FREAKIN
FOOD HERE!?

I KNOW
YOU'RE HIDING
SOMEWHERE,

WATCHING |

BEST CASE, SOMEONE WOULD FEED ME... “/

WORST CASE, NOTHING WOULD CHANGE... S -

BUT MAYBE I COULD FIND OUT WHAT I WAS WORKING
WITH, OR WHAT THEY WERE PLANNING FOR ME NEXT...

-
=



BEING ABLE TO CONSIDER A PLAN, EVEN AS
BASIC AS IT WAS, GAVE ME A LITTLE HOPE...

VOICE i =
IDENTIFIED AS ~-
ALEX!S: GRAND-

DRUGHTER... YOUR

VOCAL TONE
IS GRUMPY IN
RELATION TO
FOOD... WOULD
- "YOU LIKE MY
ASSISTANCE,

RLEXIS,..? ) J /
b\

WHO'S
THERE? DO
YOU WORK
HERE?

IAMA
HEURISTIC
AYTONOMOUS
RESIDENTIAL
PROUVIDER.

I HAVE
BEEN GIVEN
THE ALIAS
HRRP.
.

S Rl b i L s
& AND EVEN THOUGH I DIDN'T KNOW WHAT THAT
MEANT, IT SEEMED LIKE IT WAS GOING WELL...

L4290 T &N > |
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FOR THE FIRST TIME IN, HOWEVER LONG IT'S BEEN, I
HEARD SOMEDNE OTHER THAN PAPA OR MISS SOFIA..

, e
\ \ - omf\‘\
B UH... ARE YoU,
-—ﬁ LIKE, SOME SORT | |
OF SF"“LJE’ITY
LADY.. 3
B TE[HHIEHLLH’
YOU ARE CORRECT. @
I SERVE THIS MANOR
oy 1 N NEARLY EVERY

.

THINK THERE CRPRCITY.
MIGHT BE SOME-
THING WRONG
WITH YOLR

IC... IS |
i DOING Ly

ROBOT SOUND)

'

THAT
IS BECALISE

" WHAT-
EVER, DO YOU
KNOW WHERE I
CAN GO TO FIND
SOMETHING TC‘
EAT...7

IN ORDER TO
W BE SERVED FOOD,
@ YOU MUST PLRCE AN
CRDER WITH THE
KITCHENS.

AND SHE APPEARED SOMEWHAT HELPFLL,
WHICH COULD BE TAKEN ADVANTAGE OF...

Y 4




T L?ﬁ-ﬂnh—-ﬂ-‘_

THEEE"E,
NOBODY -
HERE... //” WHERE
[ ARE PAPA
AND M/SS _

SOF/A? THEY FIFIE
. / NovT {3|'JI-7.’I?EI'\ITL‘“|ir N——
' ON THE PREMISES. NG\
CTHER INFORMATION
'S AVARILABLE 70
YOURT THIS

TIME. WELL,

WHEN ARE
THEY GOING TO
BE BACK?

N0 CTHER
{MFORMATION
'S RAVARILABLE 70

YOURT THIS /

OKH‘I” M . \
BUTT HOLEREY \

THEN HOW CAN :

I GET INTO THE

KITCHEN FROM

HAVE NCT
BEEN GRANTED
ACCESS TO THE

KITCHERNS.

\ I WAS GETTING FRUSTRATED. ITﬁF—-ELT LIKE THIS
- -

WEIRD SECLURITY WOMAN WAS TROLLING ME... _



BUT I WAS HUNGRY, AND IT DIDN'T SEEM LIKE
I HAD BEEN LEFT WITH VERY MANY OPTIONS...

THEN

HOW THE HECK
AM I S'POSED
TO EAT!?

- IF YoU

FREAKIN® LET

ME STARVE TO

DEATH, THEY'RE
GONNA BE REALLY &

MAD AT YOU, * WOoULD
J HSPE! $ YOU PREFER

TO CALL ME

FLIPPING

EFFING HLINGRY
AND EVERYTHING
STILL FRIGGIN’

HURTS...!

AND ALL
I'M LEFT WITH
IS SOME USELESS
FREAKIN® SECURITY
LADY TALKING TO ME
OVER SOME DUMB
SPEAKER...! WHY

DOES IT ALL
HAVE TO BE SO
COMPLEX-A-

TATED!? _.



_ /

IT TOOK EVERYTHING I HAD NOT TO BREAK
DOWN AND CRY, THE URGE WAS INTENSE

T HATED MY NEW WEAKNESS SO MUCH... [
—_— ~~  IFyou
D s " WOULD LIKE TO
= | LACE AN ORDER, kil
SIMPLY STATE YOLR % |\ - 0
ORDER AND WE WILL Sl
BEGIN PREPARING /" v/ WOLLLD LIKE

IT FOR YOU. TO PLACE AN ORDER
YOU MAY DO SO AT
ANY TIME FROM ANY
LOCATION WITHIN /
THE PROPERTY.

. o ] -
P BE AWARE
THAT ORDERS FOR
Y FOOD MAY TAKE UP TO
{ ONE HOUR TO PREPARE.
YOU SHOULD ALWAYS

PLAN FOOD ORDERS |\ THE

FUTURE, YOU
MAY ALSO REQUEST
{AN RUTOIMATED FOCD
PLAN ONCE I HAVE
GATHERED ENOUGH

-

WouLp =
YOU LIKE TO
PLRCE AN CRDER,
RLEXIS?

@ LLUCKILY, T WAS ABLE TO HOLD BACK THE
ONSLALGHT OF THESE NEW EMOTIONS..

LONG ENOUGH TO ACTUALL\" _
PAY ATTENTION THIS TIME..

|




I FELT LIKE AN IDIOT AS I REALIZED SOMETHING
THAT SHOULD'VE BEEN COMPLETELY OBVIOUS...

HEN:

HOLD ON A
MINUTE... YOU'RE
NOT EVEN A REAL

PERSON, ARE

YOL...7
ne. I AM

A HEURISTIC
RUTONOMOUS
RESIDERN...

I DON'T
CARE WHAT YoOU
ARE, MY BRAIN IS,
LIKE, TOO FREAKIN’
JANKY TO EVEN

BUT CAN
YOU REALLY,
LIKE, BRING ME
FOOoD?

PROVIDE FOGD

AND MANY OTHER
SERVICES...

I WANT
SOME OF THAT
PIE FROM LAST

NIGHT...!

oot 4

BEFORE THEY RUINED ME, I'M SURE T WOLLD'VE BEEN
OBSESSED WITH LEARNING HOW THIS THING WORKED...

B RE



BUT IT WAS FAR BEYOND ANYTHING I COULD
EVEN BEGIN TO COMPREHEND RIGHT NOW...

NOT THAT I REALLY CARED, THERE WERE MUCH
MORE IMPORTANT THINGS TO WORRY ABOUT...

"OH, T, LIM...]

PLEASE... 2 A eooep

TO ORDER &~ &
FOR RALEXIS. WP HMM...
WILL THAT BE // WHAT ABOUT
ALL...? 44 SOME BACON AND |
: EGGS...7 OH! AND
SAUSAGE, IF YOU 4
GOT IT...

WAIT!
ADD A COFFEE,
LIGHT AND SWEET,

AND SOME PANCAKES
WITH BUTTER AND
SYRLUP...

I SHOULD
PROBABLY EAT
SOME FRUIT, IS THAT

- STUFF BY
I THE WINDOW
N\ REAL...?

PLASTIC...

/7 noIT |
SOME QUIET PART OF ME WORRIED THAT I WAS
FALLING INTO ANOTHER ONE OF THEIR TRAPS...

YET IT NEVER SEEMED TO CROSS MY MIND AT THE TIME...

-




I USED TO BE SO PROUD OF MY CLNNING LOGIC...

OH,
THEN ADD
SOME FRUIT,
TOO.
RCDED TO
ORDER FOR RLEXIS.
YOUR ESTIMATED WAIT
TIME IS FORTY SEVENR
IMUNUTES AND RUNE
SECONDS.

BUT
THAT’S SO
LONG...!

r-""'vou MAKE IT
| ANY FASTER,

OH,
COME ON!
I'M STARVING!
CAN I AT LEAST
GET THAT PIE
FikST...7

BUT X

WHY-EE!? )

GOSH DARN
IT....!

JUST LOOK AT ME NOW...




THROWING A TANTRUM, LIKE A CHILD...

"‘""'-HC}LJ_Y C}E ‘ ;
HOPE, OR WHAT-
EVER YOUR DUMB

NAME IS... lF :I’OU

DO NOT WISH Ry
TO WRIT HERE, I 1Y}
CAN ACCESS YOU IN/  \WSAgeE:
mosTOFTHE / & P &
ROOMS.

il
-
k]

2 2
& ;1 2

A

i [ A &
T A
% - |

JUST N
N TELL ME
B WHEN IT'S |
> YOLI WILL N

BE NOTIFIED

WHEN YOUR FOOQD |

ORDER IS READY, /

RLEX!S.

g

e —

: "“‘9‘@' _ w TO SOME DISEMBODIED COMPLTER AID...




IT WAS IMPOSSIBLE TO KEEP MY EMOTIONS IN CHECK...

BUT ]MPOSSIBLE DEFINED MY LIFE NOW...
ol - ¥

-

WHY
DO I HAVE
TO WAIT SO
BONG...7

¥ THIS

@us.,. '

SERIOUSLY, LIKE, NOTHING ELSE EVEN
MATTERED RIGHT NOW... NOT EVEN...

_i.-
L}
g
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NO, THIS ENTIRE ORDEAL WAS MESSED UP.
WHAT THE FRICK WAS I EVEN THINKING...7?

IT SCARED ME HOW EASILY I LOST TRACK OF WHAT
WAS IMPORTANT OVER SOMETHING THAT PETTY...

\’OLJE CRAP
TOGETH':Q

I WOULD NEVER FORGET WHAT THEY DID TO ME,
NO MATTER WHAT CAME NEXT... HOW COULD I...7

-“ BUT I NEEDED TO BE CAREFUL HERE; IF T ALLOWED

MYSELF TO COPE, I COULD LOSE ALL I HAD LEFT..




-
:
I TRIED TO REMEMBER AN OLDER TECHNIQUE... ’,
i kel . o my

WHERE I RECALLED A PREVIOUS STRUGGLE TO
LPES}_I_MYSELF THROUGH THE CURRENT ONE...
¢ o

- V. THIS
IS JuUST, '\
LIKE, A SPEED
BUMP... 48

YOU'VE N
GONE WITHOUT \
FOOD FOR WAY |

LONGER THAN 4

THIS... =

BACK
WHEN...

WHEN
T WAS IN
THE ARMY...? |
WAS IT THE J

ARMY...? 4

SO WHY CAN'T |
I REMEMBER? I
KNOW T WAS £
AN 4

/MAYBE

I WAS A | - 4
COP...7 /77 crUD, \ o A
—{ THIS ISN'T )
GOOD...

o o

' BUT IT ONLY MADE MY SORROWS WORSE...



THEY TOOK SO MUCH FROM ME, BUT I HAD NO WAY
TO TELL WHAT I LOST UNTIL I TRIED TO ACCESS IT.._._. “

— p—

LIKE A PHANTOM LIMB, I COULD SENSE WHAT I WAS
REACHING FOR, BUT ALL I FOUND WAS EMPTINESS...

7 WHY DID
THEY HAVE TO
MESS WITH MY

MY FREAKIN’

REMAINING WAIT
TIME IS FORTY
FIVE MINUTES

| AND...
THAT'S R

NOT WHAT .
I'M CALLING [
YOL FOR! 4 |




HOW
. ELSE MAY T 11 B
\‘ ASSIST YoU, "CANI U™

ALEXIS...7 GET, LIKE, \! | |
SOME SORT OF | B \ \

PAIN KILLER OR } Tk

SOMETHING, & pERMITTED TO '
‘< \ 6IvE You PRIN )

N\ KILLERS... {

" WHAT? ~

COME ON...
WHY!2 BEEN GIVEN

STRICT GUIDELINES
= REGARDING YOUR

\‘ '\ HERLTHCRRE,

I CAN'T

EVEN GET AN
ASPRIN..I7

I HAVE

no. MAY
I ASSIST You
WITH ANYTHING
ELSEA=

[ .

" THEN,

WHAT ABOUT...?
WHAT WAS IT
HE SAID...7

CAN
YOU MAKE
" MY OZZY-TOKEN
. FEELINGS UH... 4

I Dd“‘\ BIGGER?

NOT UNDER-"
STAND YOUR |
REQUEST.../

——



=”" IT SOUNDED

{ LIKE THAT, BUT IT
WAS SOMETHING (-1
ELSE... 7 MAKE
] MY AUSSIE
TOE... THING

" _ r" §6...
L I D0 - HIGHER?
NOT UNDER- '
| '1

STAND YOLR | |
REQUEST... , aff

[( 7 GOSH,
WHAT THE
HECK WAS
N\ T2 /T pate
MY BRAIN SO

MUCH RIGHT
NOW...!

I
MADE ME
FEEL, LIKE...,

HIGH...

IAM NOT
PERMITTED TO
SUPPLY YOU WITH
RECREATIONAL
DRUGS...




I FELT ABSOLUTELY HOPELES S I

AND THE ONLY ACTUAL PLAN I HAD WAS RUINED SINCE
THIS ROBOT LADY SEEMED TO DO EVERYTHING HERE...

_ 1

I'LL JUST
DE L WITH THESE \:
FREAKIN’ HEADACHES \
AND CRAP, SINCE \
OU’RE, LIKE,
NO HELP... TIST
—{ HURRY UP 5’
WITH BREAK- g
'ay FAST... A
YOUR -
REMAINING WAIT
TIME IS FORTY TwO
MUINUTES AND THIRTY)
SiX SECONDS...

/ THAT'S
STILL SO
LONG...

/ DARN IT! N

AND I CAN'T |

EVEN GET HN
ASPRIN.

@

~ WHY DID &
I EVEN ;J

f"‘"T DF BED a
& _ /,




[ 3

WASN'T SO T7° '
HUNGRY ... 4" (&

~ FORTY
MINLUTES...

I CAN'T
BELIEVE H-1T"5 P
SO FRIGGIN'

DUMB. ES}

LA

I COULD FEEL THAT I HAD TO DO SOME-
THING, OR I WOULLDN'T BE ABLE TO STOP
MYSELF FROM CRYING LIKE A BRAT AGAIN...

AND I DIDN'T WANT TO GIVE UP THE
LITTLE BIT OF CONTROL I STILL HAD...

— ———

SO I LOOKED FOR A DISTRACTION...




THAT'S WHEN I REALLY NOTICED THE PIANO...
THERE WAS SOMETHING FAMILIAR ABOUT IT... y

KoY

) -
THE LINGERING CIGAR SMELL, AND THE WAY IT SOUNDED... '\
%ﬁ EACH KEYSTROKE BROLGHT BACK MEMORIES —
o

\
\ ACTUAL MEMORIES—WITH INCREDIBLE DETAILL...




Ml W

IT WASN'T HOW TO PLAY; I NEVER CARED TO LEARN.
INSTEAD IT REMINDED ME OF MY EARLY TWENTIES...

8 WHERE T USED TO CASUALLY STROKE THE

KEYS AS I WAITED FOR MY ASSIGNMENT...
- =1

=

“I
—
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1

IN THE LOBBY OF THE HARGROVE ESTATE...

I FINALLY REALIZED WHY THIS PLACE LOOKED @&
SO FAMILIAR. HOW DID IT TAKE THIS LONG...7 B
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HOW COULD I EVER FORGET THIS LOBBY,
AFTER SPENDING ALL THAT TIME HERE...?

y
! - )
i
&
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N,
e
e
W, . 5
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AFTER THEY MADE ME MURDER THE CHICK I WAS -
PORKING, JUST TO KEEP THEIR SECRETS SAFE...

2 B
= L -




AND NOW I WAS PAYING FOR ALL OF IT...

PART OFME WAS THANKFUL THAT I DIDN'T HAVE TO
SEE HER FACE AGAIN TODAY, EVEN IF IT WAS A LIE...

WHATEVER PEACE I MADE WITH HER DEATH HAD BEEN SHATTERED, AND

FOR THE FIRST TIME SINCE I PULLED THAT TRIGGER, I FELT... GUILT...?




‘ TL e T
“l\" et VS L VI s L
T LOST ALL REMAINING CONTROL OF MYSELF, AST L

STRUGGLED TO CATCH MY BREATH BETWEEN SOBS.. |

| EVERYTHING I TRIED TO BOTTLE UP SUDDENLY BURST INTO

A CASCADE OF TEARS THAT I COULD NO LONGER PREVENT.. ',, ',," ’ ,

I WAS FURIOUS AT WHAT I WAS NOW, WHAT THEY
TURNED ME INTO, AND EVERYTHING THEY STOLE...

AS I FOUND MYSELF DWELLING ON THE TERRIBLE THINGS |
I DID FOR A PAYCHECK, AND HOW EASY IT ALWAYS WAS...

e




REMORSE WASN'T A FEELING I WAS FAMILIAR WITH. IT
WAS A BIG WEAKNESS IN MY FORMER LINE OF WORK...

BUT I COULDN'T REMEMBER MOST OF THAT WORK ANYMORE...

TOO MANY OF THOSE MEMORIES HAD BEEN TAKEN, AND
THE CONDITIONING THAT CAME WITH THEM, IT SEEMED...

AND, NOW, THERE WAS SOME SUBCONSCIOUS
PART OF ME THAT HONESTLY CONSIDERED...

THAT, MAYBE—JUST MAYBE—1I REALLY DID DESERVE THIS...



Hooo
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