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MY NAME IS WINTER 69A>’,ﬂ

22 YEARS OLD, AND T USED
TO BE A PROFESSIONAL
= FOOTBALL PLAYER.




I PLAYED AS A LEFT WINGER
FOR 8RIOGE DISTRICT, A CLUB
IN THE SECOND OIVISION.
ALTHOUGH T WAS KNOWN AS
A--TIRELESS = PLAYER, =1
WASN'T A REGULAR STARTER;
MOST OF MY APPEARANCES
CAME FROM-THE BENCH,
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THAT CHANGED WHEN

KEVIN, THE REGULAR “rr———r P

STACTER, GOTINOURED. T === e e
FINALLY HAD THEICHANCE iulwk e

TO BE A STARTERLINTIL ummmssiaan

ONE DAY, WHEN A FOLIL

CHANGED EVERYTHING...
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THE FOUL B8ROKE MY LEG
IN TWO PLACES AND

ALSO INJURED MY KNEE. ; C a




THEN CAME THE SURGERY...

HE'LL BE ALRIGHT,NO |
SEQUELAE TO 8E NOTICED IN HIS DAY -
TO DAY ACTNITEES... ITT'S TOO EARLY TO S,
BUT IN MY EXPERIENCE IT MAY GE
OIFFICLILT TO RETLIN TO HIGH
© PERFORMANCE SPORT.




SOME MONTHS LATER.

PHYSIOTHERAPY WAS VERY
HARD...

I TRIED




AND TRIED




SOME MONTHS AFTER...

NO PROGRESS..I COULON'T

RUN FOR LONG OR QUICKLY

CHANGE DIRECTION ANYMORE.

AFTER JUST A FEW MINLITES, T &
STARTED EXPERIENCING PAIN. &=
DEEP DOWN, T KNEW I WAS s
DONE. = -




THEN THE FATEFLIL DAY CAME...

IT'S UNFORTUNATE TO SAY
THIS, WINTER, 8UT YOU
SHOULD RETIRE. NO MATTER
HOW HARD YOU TRY, YOU
HAVEN'T MADE ANY
PROGRESS. BUT WE'RE NOT
G0OING TO LEAVE YOU ON
YOUR OWN....

WE KNOW YOU TOOK A LEAVE OF ABSENCE
FROM UNIVERSITY WHEN YOU WERE
PROMOTED TO THE FIRST TEAM. WE REALLY
LIKE YOU, AND WE'LL COVER THE REST OF
YOUR TUITION. MAYBE YOU COULD GET A
JOB AT THE CLUB AFTER YOU GRADUATE



THEN | WAS BACK IN THE LINIVERSITY.. WHAT AM T DOING HEQEP T

| SHOUILD 8E IN THE cLUg!




FOOTBALL WAS EVERYTHING
FOR ME... T WAS FRUSTRATED,
SO T ENDED UP TAKING MY
FRUSTRATION OUT ON FOOD







AFTER A FEW MORE MONTHS...
I WAS ALMOST DOUBLE MY WEIGHT




| NOWADAYS

& I WAS FEELING EMPTY, DION'T
= FEEL ANY PRESSURE, T JUST

. WANTED TO LIE DOWN AND
W DISAPPEAR...
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HEY 8RO, T HAVEN'T SEEN YOU AT
_ LINIIN AGES! EVERYTHING OKAY?
ARE YOU STILL JUST EATING AND

EE— SLEEPING?
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SOMETHING NEEDS TO 8E DONE...
T'LL BOOK YOU AN APPOINTMENT
WITH A PSYCHIATRIST.

AND T'LL PERSONALLY DROP YOU

OFF THERE




I'M FINE, JUST DO WHATEVER YOU WANT
BUT LET ME &0, T HAVE SOME IMPORTANT

THINGS TO DO
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P EOOTRALL WAS MY LIFE;
IT FEELS LIKE SOMEONE

A FEW MINUITES LATER...

OLEASE, CONTINUE, TELL
ME MORE ABOLIT HOW
YOLI'QE FEELINE,




LIKE AN EMPTY BOTTLE, SO EMPTY... THE ONLY THING
I DO THESE DAYS IS EAT, 8UT T DON'T FIND ANY PLEASUIRE

IN IT. T JUST LOOK IN THE MIRROR AND THINK, “WHAT AM I
DOING WITH MYSELF?

| UNDELSTAND, THE FIRST

STEP IS5 ACNOWLEDEINS
YOUR FEELINGS AND BEIN&

HONEST WITH YOURSELE
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IT'S EMBARRASSING TO ADMIT




ouR
INNER BATTLE IS ONE
THAT ONLY WE CAN FISHT, 8LIT
WE NEED TO 8E READY FOR IT. IN THE




IT'S HARD TO ADMIT 8UT
SOMEHOW I NEED TO RISE
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A S0, 3
, MR, ERRY, YOUILL HAVE
SOME HOMEWORY, T WANT YOU TO
KEED A SINELE DIARY, EACH DAY, WelTe
EXAMOLE, IE YOU FEEL HAPDY MOST OF THE
OB, NSOV ADOITIONALLY,
DAY, TILL ALSO PEESCRIZE YOU SOME
MEDICATION, WHICH WILL HELD A LOT




I1&60T
REJECTED MORE THAN 20
TIMES ALREADY IN
PRE-INTERVIEWS... MAYBE T
SHOULD GIVE UP.

HMM,

PERSONAL
ASSISTANT FOR THE FIRST
DIVISION OF PURPLE FRONTIER
VENTURES, TO WORK WITH THE
CEO, NO EXPERIENCE OR

THIS ONE CAN 8E

it
O

i e
R g ‘~’vi"\ ey
1 v il

it




INTERVIEW DAY

NICE TO MEET YOU WINTER,
I'M ANDREA GATTI THE CEO OF
PURPLE FRONTIER VENTLIRES,




YOU CAN SEE, MY
COMPANY LACKS N
ORGANIZATION. FOR EXAMPLE,
THIS OPPORTUNITY WAS INITIALLY
INTENDED FOR FEMALE CANDIDATES
ONLY. HOWEVER, TO AVOID ANY
PERCEPTION OF SEXISM, WE DECIOED
TO KEEP IT OPEN TO EVERYONE AND
THEN FILTER THE FEMALE CANDIDATES.
LNFORTUNATELY, THERE WAS A MISTAK!
ALONG THE WAY DUE TO YOUIR
NEUTRAL NAME, AND THAT'S HOW

YOU ENDED LiP HERE ‘




BEFORE YOU DISMISS ME, MR,
GATTI, COULD T PLEASE HAVE A
' MOMENT TO TELL MY STORY?

I DON'T HAVE ANYTHING
BOOKED, SO &0 AHEAD

A FEW MONTHS AGO
I WAS AFOOTBALL
PLAYER FOR BRIDGE
DISTRICT...




FAST FORWARD M
-

-

S0, I AM HERE DEALING WITH MY
DEMONS, TRYING TO OVERCOME
DEPRESSION, AND SEEING MYSELF
AS A HUMAN BEING RATHER THAN
SOMETHING HOLLOW

I AMWILLING TO ACCEPT
ANY CONDITIONS TO GET
THIS JO8




AFTER HEARING YOUIR STORY, I CAN'T DENY
YOU THE OPPORTUNITY. LET'S START THE
INTERVIEW...

HOW OID YOU DEAL WITH
YOUR EX-COACHES'
LEADERSHIP?

T ALWAYS MADE AN EFFORT TO LISTEN
CAREFULLY TO THEIR EXPECTATIONS AND
ADAPT MY GAME ACCORDINGLY

CAN YOU DESCRIBE A
CHALLENGING SITUATION
YOU FACED AND HOW YOU

CURRENTLY GOING THROUGH ONE
OF THE MOST CHALLENGING PERIODS OF MY
LIFE. FOOTBALL WAS EVERYTHING T HAD FOR AS LONG
AS I CAN REMEMBER, BUT NOW I'M FOCUSED ON
REINVENTING MYSELF AND ADAPTING TO A NEW PATH. FOR
INSTANCE, JUST A WEEK ASO, T WAS SO OVERWHELMED THAT
I COULON'T GET OUT OF BED. HOWEVER, I'VE BEEN TAKING
IT ONE STEP AT A TIME, AND SIMPLY BEING HERE
TODAY AND MOVING FORWARD FEELS LIKE
AVICTORY IN ITSELF




AFTER THE INTERVIEW

INFACT, TREALLY LIKED XU e
YOU. YOU MIGHT 8E THE
RIGHT PERSON FOR THE
Jos




TELL YOU SOMETHING... T
NEED SOMEONE FOR THIS
POSITION WHOM I CAN MOLD TO FIT '\
MY VISION, WHO CAN FOLLOW MY
DIRECTIONS, BUT SHE MUST ALSO BE
CAPABLE OF MAKING INDEPENDENT
DECISIONS, AND I THINK YOU ARE THE
)\ RIGHT PERSON TO BE MY PERSONAL
ASSISTANT. DO YOU ACCEPT MY
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T'LL DO EVERYTHING IN MY
POWER TO 8E THE BEST
PERSONAL ASSISTANT YOU
COULO HAVE!
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I DIDN'T THINK YOU
WOULD ACCEPT SO FAST,
OO YOU UNDERSTAND THAT
THE POSITION IS STILL FOR

ASHE?




AS I SAID, I'LL DO
EVERYTHING I CAN

S0, HERE YOUR JO8
CONTRACT, IT'S NOT FROM

ANOTHER WORLD, READ IT AND




YES, THE CONTRACT SEEMS PRETTY STANDARD, 8
IT IS EVIDENTLY WRITTEN FOR A WOMAN, AS SEEN IN THE
CLAUSE ABOUT THE WORKING CLOTHES:

THE PERSONAL ASSISTANT IS A DIRECT REPRESENTATIVE OF THE
COMPANY CEO AND MUST BE WELL-DRESSED IN A FEMININE MANNER.
THERE ARE OTHER CLALISES AS WELL:

WEARING BRIGHT COLORS IS REQUIRED, SHE MUST BE EASILY
RECOGNIZABLE AND TO AVOID BEING CONFUSED WITH OTHER
EMPLOYEES.

ADDITIONALLY, NAILS AND HAIR SHOULD BE WELL-KEPT.
HEGH HEELS ARE MANDATORY.
AT LEAST THE CONTRACT INCLUDES A CLOTHING ALLOWANCE
TO COVER THE COST OF PROFESSIONAL ATTIRE




THANKS, AND HERE IS YOUR COPY WHILE YOU WER|
READING, T WAS THINKING A8 HOW YOU'LL BE
PRESENTING YOLIQSELF ‘ A WOMAN. _VT'O Ll @ AV/ PA

NAME

\

AND ONE LAST THING, KAT: YOU SHOULD 8E READY
TO START NEXT MONTH, SO YOU HAVE 3 WEEKS TO




IT
MAY BE A STRANGE
EXPERIENCE, 8UT AT LEAST IT
IS BETTER THAN TO STAYON MY YO
SOFA WITH BAD THOUGHTS
RUNNING THROUGH MY HEAD,
FULL OF GARBAGE OVER
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M
VERY HAPPY THAT YOUI
FOUND A JO8, M2, ERAY, A CEO
PERSONAL ASSISTANT? THAT'S A
€L POSITION, IT SHOULD
TVE NOTICED SOME PROEZESS IN
YOLIR DIARY AS WELL, STAY




OR., THE POSITION T WAS APPROVED
FOR IS INTENDED FOR A FEMALE.,
PERHAPS T NEED SOME KIND OF

MEDICATION TO HELP ME FEEL MORE

ALIGNED WITH THIS ROLE,
SOMETHING TEMPORARY

THIS IENT MY SPECIALTY,

U [F T OlsCOLURASE YO, YOU
MEFT END UiP SEEING [T OUT
YOURSELUR SELA-MEDICATION CAN 82
DANEE20US, TILL @EFER YOU TO AN
OLD FRIEND OF MINE WIHO IS A
SPECIALIST IN THE ALEA




A FEW DAYS LATER

BOTH SHE AND LUNA PREFER TO
BE ADDRESSED 8Y THEIR FIRST
NAMES—CUIRIOUS, ISN'T IT?




THIS TREATMENT IS
TEMPORARY, ISN'T IT?




N LIFE IS TEMPORARY—LIFE
TSELF IS TEMPORARY, BUIT DEATH... DSATH
15 ETERNAL. YET, DEATH CARLIES TS OWN
BEALITY; ONCE SOMETHING PEQISHES,
THE EALTH WILL TENDECLY EMBRACE AND




SHE POSSESSES AN AIR OF
PROFOLIND PECULIARITY, A UNIQUE
BLEND OF TRAITS AND BEHAVIORS
THAT SET HER APART IN THE MOST

INTRIGUING MANNER




YOUR EXAM RESLILTS AQE O,
ALTHOUBH YOUR HEALTH ISN'T IDEAL,
YOLIR CONDITION 1S MANAEEASLE FOR
NOW, HOWEVER, YOl SHOULD PAY
AITENTION TO YOUR DIET; PROCESSED
FOODS ARE NOT 8ENEFITING YOU







YOU'LL NEED TO @&Ceive AN
INJECTION EVERQY TWO
WEEKS. ADDITIONALLY, TLL
poEscrige AN
ANT-ANDROEEN TO
ENSUQE THAT THE
HORMONES ARE EFFECTIVE




