
she speaks as if she 
knows rekha aunty very 

well!

what if she gave us 
some money and came 

here to collect it 
back!



in the kitchen

the radio is playing an 
old song in the 
background

Someone’s here!

gosh the music is 
too loud!



turns off the radio

what is it dear?

there’s someone in the 
livingroom!

I don’t know how she 
got in here. She was 

asking for you!

I didn’t mean to..



ah relax, slow down! Who is 
it? asking for me, you said?

yes.. someone.. umm, ah, 
charulatha, yes, that’s 

what she said! 



Omg! Charulatha? Is 
that what she said her 

name was?

I didn’t know she was 
back.. It’s been so 

long! 



thank god.. You know 
her, right?

Yes..yes.. nothing to 
worry. She’s my long-
term friend, and she 

used to live next 
doors

She now lives 4 
streets away and used 
to visit here almost 

every week!



Could you please make 
2 cups of coffee and 
bring it to the living 

room!?

thank you!

Umm.. sure

ughh! I thought I 
could rest for some time 

after cleaning!



Omg look at you! and what 
the hell are you wearing!

Wow, you do look like 
you lost a few years! 

Kudos to her!

have a seat..

well it was all my 
daughter-in-law’s doing. 

She got rid of all my 
sarees!



so how was it, living in the Uk? 3 
years, is it? Did you like it there?

At least in the UK, you can stay 
with your son and grandkids. 

You’ll be all alone in your big 
ass house here!

2.5 months, and I hated it 
there. The UK is not for me. 
not to mention the COVID! 
I’m so grateful to be back 

in Bangalore!



well I can’t be selfish now 
and ask my son to come back 

to India! It is what it is!

I just got back last night 
and have been sleeping the 

whole day. 



Enough scrutinising me, you 
texted me a while back that 
your daughter is back? So 

she’s like back back?

Oh yes, thankfully, 
she’s back. That’s the 

one good thing the covid 
has done. she’s off to 

work now



Its sunday tomorrow, she’ll be 
home, she’ll be very happy to see 

you after a long time!

Unfortunately, I can’t make it 
for a week, one of my relative 
died when I was in Uk, I have to 

visit their house and pay my 
condolences. 

But don’t worry, I’ll be here 
for at least 6 to 7 months, 

which means, you’ll be seeing 
a lot of me from now on!



god! I completely went off 
track, haha! are you finally in 
good terms with your son-in-

law?

Where is he? Has he gone to 
work too? God, I can’t wait to 

meet him!

shit!! I thought she’d 
move on from there!

Think Rekha, think! You 
can’t let her know the 

truth!



On the contrary, I can 
make use of this 
opportunity too!

oh he’s currently abroad, and 
he won’t be back any time soon. 
And yes, we have cleared all the 

differences. He’s such a good 
person. I was wrong about him!



5 minutes later

coffee?



is the sugar level 
ok, aunty?

perfect dear, 
thank you!



I’ve been wanting to ask you. Who 
is this young lady? She’s so kind 

and respectful. 

She called you aunty? Is she one 
of your relatives?

just the one, Ive been 
expecting!



Is she asking about 
me?

omg, what will 
Rekha aunty say!?

relative? yeah that 
doesn’t sound bad!



Oh no no.. she’s not my 
relative. She’s our maid 

akshaya. She’s been helping 
me with the household 
work for quite a while!

no..not again! This is not fair! 
How can she do that to me! I’m 

dressed up like this only for my 
wife.. not for any stranger!

Goes to the kitchen filled with 
anger!



Wow, can’t believe the Rekha I know 
let a maid call her aunty! 

That’s right too, Its very hard to 
find any trustworthy maids 

nowadays!

She’s trustworthy and 
helps me a lot! That’s 

all it matters 
nowadays. 



Your house must be in a 
very bad shape, I assume. 
afterall it’s been closed 

for about 3 years!

Time to start the 
next phase! God keeps on 

giving me more 
opportunities!

I’d better put it to 
good use! It’s worth giving 

it a try!

yeah that’s right. Even when 
I was there, we asked a 
local maid to clean this 
house once every month. 
clearly she hasn’t been 

doing a good job. 

She said she’ll be back next 
week when I come back from 

my relatives’ house!



yeah but what about tonight? we 
can’t take any risks at this age 

sleeping in a dusty house

At least you can hire someone 
just to clean your room for 

now. 

hmm.. what can we do! How 
about I ask Akshaya to help you 

out?



That’s actually not a bad 
idea. But I don’t know if 

that’s necessary just for 
one night. I’ll be leaving 

for my relative’s tomorrow

Will she be ok with that? I 
mean, my house is kinda big!

oh please, I insist. As 
I said, you can get at 

least your room 
cleaned by her!

Don’t worry about 
that. I’ll go talk to 
her. let’s finish our 

coffees first!



meanwhile in the 
kitchen

just as I expected!

Cry as much as you 
want! nothing is going 

to change!

Infact it’s only going 
to get more painful for 

you!



omg Akshay, are you 
crying?

I’m not crying.. I’m 
frustrated! yes I heard 

you! I heard you 
introduce me as your 

maid!

How can you do this to 
me! you have to tell her, 

I’m doing this all for 
Priety!



I don’t want to be Akshaya! It’s 
only Akshay now! you have to make 
this correct. At least you could’ve 
told her that I was a relative!. a 

maid? seriously?

You have to know that you did 
not have a choice. What would 

she think of me if I were asking my 
relative to do all my household 

work? and introducing you as 
Priety’s husband is definitely 

out of the picture! 

I did what I had to do for Priety! 
Her insecurities are on the line, 

too. So what do you think I 
should’ve done!?



well if you put it that way. 
I don’t think you had any 
choice! So what do we do 

now?

ughh!! I hate this! Why does 
she always have to bring Priety 

into this?

Thank you, I know you’d 
understand. Now there’s one 

more thing!



My friend Charu is in desperate 
need of a helping hand to clean 

her room. And she asked for your 
help. 

You just have to go to her house, 
maybe rearrange a few stuff and 
clean a few windows, that’s it.

it’s gonna hardly take 2 hours and 
you can be back well before Priety 

gets back from the office



no! If introducing was not 
enough, you want me work for 

her too! not gonna happen! 
What will Priety think of it if 

she finds it!

This is the least you can 
do for me after all that 

I’ve done for you and Priety. 
We don’t want her to find 

out about your real 
identity

The only way to 
accomplish that is to make 

her believe that you are our 
maid. I will explain to Priety 
that you were forced if she 

ever finds out, which she 
wont!

One more thing. She’s a 
bit oldschool, refer to 
her as Madam, just to be 

on the safe side!



after a lot of convincing

Are you ready to go? you 
don’t seem very happy. Don’t 
worry, I just want my room 

cleaned. I won’t keep you for 
long.

that’s alright, maadam, I’ll 
help you

Please send her 
back before 7, I will 
need her help in the 

kitchen



Very well, before seven 
it is! 

before 7? That’s 4 
hours from now!

I hope Priety 
doesn’t find out 

about this!



Do whatever she’s asking 
you to do, Akshaya. 

Hmm.. that worked like 
a charm

afterall you’ve been 
working as a maid 
during all those 

COVID days!


