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Introduction

Unlike the other books in this series, this book does not contain a story. It is rather a collection of maps, timelines and additional information to provide an overview of the Ladies of Hera universe. This covers both new information as well as information revealed in the other books of the series.

This book is divided in three main chapters, each detailing events and developments on one of the planets on which the stories take place: Hera, Leda and Earth.


Hera

The star system Epsilon Eridani

The star around which Hera orbits is Epsilon Eridani, a star visible with the naked eye on the southern hemisphere, located in the constellation Eridanus, or The River. It is a young star, slightly smaller than our sun (Sol) and it is located 10.5 light years (LY) away from Earth.

Distance from Sol: 10.5 LY

Mass: 0.82 Sol

Radius: 0.74 Sol

Energy Output: 0.34 Sol

In this series, Epsilon Eridani is assumed to have a planetary system as listed in the table below. The planets here denoted d, e and f as well as the asteroid belts are probably real, based on current understanding of the observations of this star. The three inner planets are purely fictional.

	Satellite	Orbit	Description
	Epsilon Eridani a	0.2 AU	Radiated rock, Mercury-like
	Epsilon Eridani b	0.6 AU	Terrestrial
	Epsilon Eridani c	1.2 AU	Cold, dead rock, Mars-like
	Asteroid Belt	3 AU	
	Epsilon Eridani d	3.5 AU	Gas giant
	Epsilon Eridani e	20 AU	Gas giant
	Asteroid Belt	25 AU	
	Epsilon Eridani f	35 AU	Small gas giant


The planet Hera

Eridani b, which is named Hera in this story, is situated in the habitable zone around the star, which is closer than to the star than in our own solar system. Hera’s orbit is comparable to Venus’ orbit around the sun.

The planet is smaller than Earth with about half its surface area, but quite dense, giving Hera surface gravity comparable to Earth.

Eridani b (Hera)

Distance from star: 0.6 AU

Radius: 4,465km (0.7Earth)

Gravity: 8.94 m/s/s (0.91 Earth)

Surface : 0.5 Earth

Rotation: 25h 53 min

Year:  174 days (188 Earth-days) Divided into 6 months of 29 days each.

Satellites: 0

Hera is a geologically active planet with plate tectonics like Earth. The planet is however dominated by oceans which cover 88% of its surface. Its landmasses consist of three continents and two micro continents as well as smaller islands.

	Continent	Area	Comparable to
	Artemisia	14.7 mil km2	Slightly bigger than Antarctica
	Atena	8.1 mil km2	Slightly bigger than Australia
	Afrodite	5.4mil km2	Between Australia and India


As humans arrive on Hera, they find an atmosphere comparable to Earth in the Devonian era. While the atmosphere is survivable for humans with 15% oxygen, 0.22% CO2 and 84% nitrogen, it is uncomfortable and exhausting due to the low oxygen content.

The mean temperature is 20 degrees Celsius, 6 degrees over Earths’s. There are no ice caps on the planet, even on the poles.

Life has developed on the planet, but not very far. Microbial and primitive plant-like life is found in the oceans and on land.

Heran Calendar

The Heran year, which is about half a year on Earth, is divided into 6 months each of 29 days. The months have not been named; they are numbered 1 to 6. A given date in the Heran calendar is on the format (YY/M/DD).

The day is divided into 26 hours, each of which are almost the same as Earth hours – only 16 seconds shorter.

The first years of the Heran colonies

Human colonisation of Hera began in what was year 2135 on Earth with the arrival of the Intrepid, an interstellar space ship, in the Epsilon Eridani system. It came with 1002 men and women, on a one-way mission to colonise the planet Hera. They had been underway for 35 years, after having left Earth in late 2099. Even with a speed of 30% of the speed of light, traversing the vast distance required decades.

The settlers were still reasonably youthful. They had spent the journey in cryogenic freeze, and had therefore not aged since 2099.

Their destination was known to be promising for human habitation well before they left Earth, thanks to observations from a telescope utilising the sun as a gravity lens. It was powerful enough to reveal that the planet had oceans and continents, a benign atmosphere and temperatures close to Earth.

When the travellers arrived, these observations were confirmed, and they established a colony, Eden, on the largest continent on the planet, which was named Artemisia.

Relying to a large degree on robotic labour, the colonist dug into a cliff side to create the habitats, labs and workshops they needed. Outside, glasshouses were erected to enable production of agricultural crops. At some distance from the rest of the colony, the colonists set up a building to house a fusion reactor providing power for the colony.

Year 0: (Earth Year 2135) Eden colony is established. The colonists start exploring the continent Artemisia using air ships and electric trucks.

Year 1: A Fusion fuel extraction plant is commissioned on the coast, a few kilometres from Eden. This ends the colony’s reliance on reactor fuel brought from Earth. An Iron mine and foundry is established near Eden, providing metal for constructions. Sites for new colonies are identified near mineral deposits in the region.

Year 2: Three new colonies are established: Athens (later Hippolyta), Mountainside (later Penthesilea) & Babylon (later Antianara). These are placed near accessible mineral deposits and their main purpose is mineral extraction and processing.

Year 3: Athens, Mountainside and Babylon are completed. Construction of rail tracks between the four colonies starts (distances between 200 and 500 km). A reproduction facility in Eden starts operation at a low level, enabling population increase with low impact on available work force.

Year 4: The Vanguard, a secret group of colonists dedicated to female supremacy takes control of the Heran colonies in a violent coup and establishes the Queendom of Hera. The coup and its aftermath is described in book 1: “The Empire of Femdom arises”.


Map of Hera, Year 4
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The first century

Timeline

Year 5

Patricia I is elected Queen of Hera.

Hera’s first Constitution is approved in a referendum. The constitution provides for a largely totalitarian state with significant control over life on Hera. This is a reflection of the small size and vulnerability of the Heran society, and in some respects a continuation of the old expedition leadership. Main features:

	Compulsory Male slavery. Most males are kept in state ownership and treated as a common resource. 
	Males have the right of life. Males have the right of protection from the environment and hunger. This must be provided by his owner or, for common slaves, by the state. Apart from these rights, slaves have the status of property 
	All Women over age 30 (15 Earth Years) are considered free voting citizens 
	Citizens and slaves have an obligation to work for the state unless medically unable. In return, the state is obliged to care for their primary needs. This obligation is far more generous in the case of Citizens. 
	When the number of common slaves outnumber citizens by more than 50%, all Lady Citizens are entitled to own at least one personal slave. 
	Citizens and slaves have to provide eggs and sperm to a state population growth program. The children coming out of this program are reared by the state, but citizens may choose to rear them privately. 
	The economy is under full state control, and a monetary system will only be introduced when deemed necessary. 
	The Government is led by a Queen elected for a single 30-year term. She can appoint a cabinet of Ladies in charge of various portfolios. These will handle appointments in the state bureaucracy. Similarly, each colony/city will elect a Duchess in charge of the colony for a single 30 year term. 
	Legislation and justice is carried out by the Assembly of Ladies. This is made up of former Queens and Duchesses, as well as elected Assembly Ladies, which number one per 100 Lady citizen. 


The Population Increase Program is started with a mandate in the new constitution. This is a drastic program to rapidly increase Hera’s population, motivated by a desire to create a state big enough to defend itself and its way of life. It was also an approach that would quickly entrench female supremacy by creating a new generation of colonists who would view it as natural.

Under this program, each Lady Citizen is required to contribute eggs to create 5 daughters and 15 sons in artificial reproduction units. These would be developed in artificial wombs and their births would be spaced out over a 30 year period. The children were to be raised in a state-run nursery and school system. Thus, the reproduction effort’s impact on the productivity of the citizens and functioning of the colonies was minimised.

Ladies could choose to raise their daughters themselves with help of their personal slave, but most opted to leave them in the state-run nursery system, which allowed them plenty of time with their offspring, while reducing the burden of caring for them.

Some Ladies chose to go through natural pregnancies, though few did, as the artificial wombs were considered safer, and much less burdensome. This mirrored trends on Earth.

Year 6

The colony of Penthesilea (formerly Mountainside) is reoccupied, and a rail linking it to Eden is completed.

A program to fully explore and map the planet is initiated. The exploration effort is paired with the search for feral males; mainly carried out by the Femdom Guard.

Year 13

An exploration airship spots a feral vehicle 50 km from Penthesilea, and the Femdom Guard sets up an ambush along the vehicle’s likely route. The lone driver is captured and immediately interrogated by the Guardesses. He (and his maps) reveals the ferals have constructed a subterranean base about 1000 km east of Penthesilea. The base is then located by an airship, and the Amazons prepare an immediate strike.

The strike achieves complete surprise, and the base is overrun with 5 males killed and 39 captured for no Amazon losses. The captured slaves are taken to Eden where the Amazons parade them chained together through the colony to the main slave holding facility, to the amusement of the citizens.

With this, all males on Hera were enslaved.

Year 17

A Terraforming initiative of seeding Earth flora and fauna throughout Artemisia, Atena and Afrodite is integrated in the exploration program.

Year 22

Construction of a second and a third fusion reactor started in the plant near Eden.

Year 25

The new reactors are commissioned. Using the energy surplus available, oxygen production for the atmosphere starts.

Year 31

Hera is fully mapped. Exploration will however continue to find additional resources and to continue seeding the planet with Terran flora and fauna.

Year 35

The Equality Party has withered away, and all three candidates for new queen are from the Femdom Party. Femdom Guard Officer Natalie Mueller is elected and crowned Natalie I. Femdom is now the unquestioned as government system, and the new citizens, who will soon come to dominate through numbers, have known no other system.

The first cohort of new citizens, born on Hera reached maturity in this year.

Year 35: At the start of Natalie I’s reign, there are 497 citizens and 496 slaves, and an under age population of 2774 females and 7746 males.

Year 41

After decades of operation, the Heran child care/education system is seen as successful, and capable of handling an expansion. With this in mind, Queen Natalie orders the population program extended such that each Lady will participate until age 200 through egg donation. The births are spaced out such that on average each Woman has a daughter every 6 years and a son every 2 years.

To ensure femdom would be further entrenched in future generations, the population expansion program also includes a component of genetic research and engineering. The aim is to identify genetic patterns that increases the likelihood of desirable traits in offspring, and then introduce these into future Herans. This part of the program would start bearing fruit 20 years later, but full effect was not reached before nearly 100 years later, as it required several generations to reach maturity to properly evaluate effects and make adjustments.

Female embryos were engineered to increase likelihood the following traits:

-Natural Dominance

-Sexual sadism

-Height

-Intelligence

-Physical strength

-Body control

-Strong immune system

-Absence of disease

Male embryos were engineered to increase likelihood the following traits:

-Physical Strength

-Strong immune system

-Absence of disease

-Pain tolerance

-Submissiveness (though a significant fraction of males were bred to be non-submissive in order to satisfy Ladies’ need for challenges)

Year 52

Queen Natalie’s government begin the introduction of a monetary system. With the first generations of the Population Increase Program maturing, there are now many more slaves available, and new citizens are about to enter the economy in numbers. Reforms to create a functioning monetary system are deemed to be more painless to push through now than later.

Taking effect in year 53, a new currency, “Credit” is created and backed by the value of slaves. The state control most slaves and the currency’s value is set such that the average price of a state slave is 100,000 credits. In order to fulfil the constitution’s guarantee of all women’s right to slaves, one personal slave is given to each Lady that does not already own one, and one is given by the state to each new citizen graduating from a Mistress course at age 31. Thus, in year 53, more than 2000 slaves are placed in private hands, while the state retains just short of 3000 slaves.

At this point, the state still controls all industries, but starts to pay citizens wages that are taxed. In the coming years, non-strategic industries are sold to private Lady Citizens, and citizens start private industries that are taxed.

The state has a reliable source of revenue in slave trade. 2/3 of the state’s remaining slaves are sold off in auctions. New slaves are steadily becoming available due to the population increase program. Lady Citizen’s contributions to this program are seen as a tax, allowing other taxes to be kept lower.

In order to incentivise an equitable distribution of slaves, progressive taxes on owning more than two slaves are introduced.

The reforms are approved in a referendum with 73% in favour.

Year 55

A signal from earth informs that a second colonisation effort of Hera will depart in 4 Earth-Years (2157 on Earth). Given the time it takes for the message to reach Hera, it is now already 2163 on Earth, and the ship has been underway for 6 years if it departed on time. The move was made by China, a rival of the Western Confederation that was behind the initial colonisation effort. While the initial colonisation was not intended to be an extension of any nation on Earth, the combination of most initial colonists being Western and the cold war rivalry between China and the West, leads to Hera being seen as a future ally of the West. To neutralise any pro-Western bias the Hera colonists might have, China intends to set up a colony of at least equal size on Hera, maintaining that the current colonists cannot claim the entire planet.

Year 56

As more intelligence on the 2nd colonisation wave come from Earth, it is clear that the ship is of a larger size than the initial colonisation ship, but travel at similar speed. That means a ship leaving Earth in 2157 (43 on Hera) will arrive in 2192 on Earth and 111 on Hera.

In order to increase the chance that Hera’s population can absorb the newcomers, Natalie orders a temporary further boost in the population increase program. For the next 3 years, each woman will have one daughter and two sons each year. This rate of increase is unsustainable in the long term as it would stress the rearing organisation too much, but is manageable as a one-off, and the generation produced will have reached prime age when the newcomers arrive.

Year 60

Population growth has until this point been absorbed by the existing colonies, in particular Eden, where plantations in the surroundings have expanded greatly in recent years. However, it is clear that to enable better exploitation of resources, more colonies should be built. Queen Natalie commissions the building of a new colony, Menalippe, 100 km south west of Eden.  More colonies follow in future years, both through state and private initiative. With time, however, private resource extraction becomes the dominant cause of colonial expansion

Year 62

Intelligence from Earth indicates 2nd ship will leave on time, and carry 8,000 colonists. This is well more than Earth predicts Hera’s total population to be when the ship arrives, but the Herans have not informed Earth of the population increase program, so with Natalie’s population expansion measures, the newcomers are set to be out-numbered.

Year 65

Messages from Earth confirm the second colony ship’s departure in 2157. The ship is not believed to carry heavy weapons.

Sophie Knight wins election as new queen, and is crowned Sophie I of Hera.

Sophie is the first queen born on Hera; she was born in Year 6 as one of the first children of the Population Increase program. Her victory was a result of her popularity within her own numerous generation.

At the start of Sophie I’s reign, there are 3271 citizens and 8242 slaves, and an underage population of 7,800 females and 18,500 males, spread on six colonies, each forming a Duchy.

Year 66

Sophie’s first major initiative is to reform the military. Only 50 strong, the Femdom Guard might be overstretched if there is a significant slave uprising. There is also a need to prepare for the 2nd colonisation wave in case it comes to conflict. Sophie’s solution is conscription. All females are called up for 3 year service in the Femdom Guard at age 37-40. Conscripted Ladies are taught combat skills and cohesion by a permanent officer corps. 3-week Refresher courses are given every 10 years thereafter. The Amazons are kept as a standing elite force, and expanded to a platoon of 30 Ladies. In coming years it will increase with the population, with about 0.5% of the Lady Citizens forming the Amazons.

Guard training emphasises unarmed combat; this gives confidence to young Ladies that they can defeat any male one-on-one, and thus leads to less restraining being used on the male population over time.

Year 67

As a further preparation for the arrival of the second ship, a space program is initiated. Left in orbit around Hera was the ship that carried the first Herans, the Intrepid, now unmanned. All equipment and personnel had been brought down to the surface in four massive landing units.

A chemical rocket powered shuttle used during the expedition’s descent from the Intrepid is still available, and could be used to bring a payload of about 3 tons up to or down from the Intrepid. It had however not been used since arrival on the planet 67 years earlier, and production of rocket fuel is necessary for operation of the shuttle.

The space program’s goals are to make the shuttle operational and possibly supplement it with other vehicles, to establish the Intrepid as a permanent space base and to develop capabilities on the Intrepid that might be needed in case of conflict. The program would continue throughout Sophie’s reign and into the next.

Year 79

In order to establish a plausible claim to the entire planet, Duchies are established on Atena and Afrodite continents. These were connected to the Artemisia colonies mainly by airship links, but a small fleet of 4 freight ships are also built to serve heavy lifts to these new colonies.

Year 83

A message of a third colonisation ship arrives from Earth. In response to the Chinese colonisation move on Hera, the Western Confederation is diverting a colonisation effort of another star system to Epsilon Eridani. The ship will leave Earth in 2173. (It is 2178 by the time the message is received on Hera.)

The ship will travel somewhat slower than the earlier colonisation ships at 0.25c; this allows the ship to break and slingshot to another destination or back to Earth if it is decided colonisation of Eridani is not possible or desirable. The estimated arrival date is thus 2215 on Earth and 155 on Hera.

Year 93

The population boost generation enter military service age. As they complete their conscription, they form a big recruiting pool for the Amazons, now expanded to a 120 strong company.

Year 94

The Intrepid, renamed Juno, is permanently manned after the space shuttle has been brought into use again.

Year 95

Megan Watson, Heroine of the revolution and former Lady Regent is elected Queen, and crowned Megan I of Hera.

At an age of 159 Hera years, she is still youthful due to longevity treatments, but this will be her last official post.

At the start of Megan I’s reign, there are 11,000 citizens and 27,000 slaves, and an underage population of 16,000 females and 45,000 males, spread on 14 Duchies.

Megan continues Sophie’s policies of expanding colonies, but slows down construction of new colonies somewhat to allow existing colonies to grow bigger and militarily more powerful. She continues the space program with emphasis on developing strike capabilities from the Juno, including mass drivers, assault vehicles for raiding and orbital bombardment. She also emphasises development of more effective non-lethal weapons for the military.

Year 102

A second, more capable space shuttle comes into service.

Year 105

The Juno has been developed into a capable weapon’s platform. It can bombard ground targets with 20 highly accurate bombs, and also accommodate a team of 20 Amazons and two assault shuttles for boarding another spacecraft. However, it does not have direct space-to-space capabilities yet.

Year 108

Thorough military refresher exercises are conducted for all citizens in anticipation for contact with the Chinese colonisation ship arriving in 111. The Amazons, the army’s standing unit, is increased to a size of 1000 Ladies for the duration of the upcoming situation.

Year 111

The Chinese colonisation ship arrives in the Epsilon Eridani system. The Chinese refuse Heran requests that they integrate in the Heran state, and instead attempt to set up their own colony. This sets the stage for a confrontation between the Chinese and the Herans.


Heran Society in the first century

Slavery

Male slavery was the backbone of the Heran state. The state would always retain ownership of a significant fraction of the slave population. The value of the state owned slaves would even underpin the value of the Heran currency once it was introduced.

Slaves in state ownership would serve the state and its citizens either by doing work to support the provision of state services, or by being rented out to private enterprises, thus raising revenue for the state. The state owned slaves were kept in state slaveholding facilities, which usually doubled as prisons for males sentenced to punishments. The professional Guardesses running these facilities ensured a strict regime, and the role as state slaves was therefore considered among the harder in a male life.

Once the population increase program had established a gender ratio that allowed many slaves per citizen, most slaves were distributed to private Lady Citizens and companies. Laws guaranteed every Lady Citizen ownership of at least one slave. Thus, upon turning 31, each young Lady would be issued a slave by the state. Other slaves were auctioned off to the highest bidder, something that allowed rich Ladies to obtain large number of slaves. This was however somewhat offset by progressive taxation of large slave stocks, so ownership of two or three slaves was quite common among middle income Ladies as well.

Selling and buying slaves outside state control was common and frequent. Exchanges allowed buyers and sellers to meet, and the price was usually determined by auctions.

Pure slave swaps outside auctions were also common.

Lady slave-owners utilised their slaves as personal servants or sources of revenue, and often as both. The most common way of making money on slaves, was to rent out the slave’s labour to businesses. Alternatively, the slave could be used in his Mistress’ own business.

Some slaves were owned by companies, and utilised in the business of the company. However, due to taxes, the majority of the required slave labour was usually rented from private citizens.

Rich Ladies with many slaves would often employ young Ladies to manage their slaves. Having a large household with numerous slaves and several Ladies to control them was considered a status symbol.

For the young Ladies in their employ, often of limited means, it was an attractive way to gain experience in managing slaves while keeping costs down, as they would live in their Dominas’ lavish houses.

Mistresses would frequently develop romantic interests in slaves. A slave lucky enough to receive this kind of attention from his Mistress might expect more pleasurable duties for his Mistress, and quite possibly a milder discipline regime.

If the Mistress did not own the slave of her desire, she would usually try to buy him.

Their relationship would however never be formalised beyond the ownership relation, as it was considered improper to in any way raise a male’s status above that of a slave. In addition, the romantic interest was expected to be a temporary phase, and the Mistress would not feel constrained pursuing new conquests.

More lasting romantic relationships would be found between Ladies. Lesbian relationships were very much approved by the Herans, and even seen as the ideal romantic relationship for a Woman.

Households of two Ladies were thus common. These were formed not only by lesbian couples, but also by close girlfriends attracted to males. Combining two Ladies’ slaveholdings was an effective way of creating the multi-slave households desired for status and luxurious living without a big tax bill.

Child care and education

Children 0-10 (Hera years) were in nurseries, except girls whose mother had chosen to raise them herself.

Nurseries were staffed by relatively small number of Ladies and submissive slaves. They were assisted by “care-robots”, android machines performing childcare that small children cannot distinguish from people, and could thus care for the large number of children that came from the population increase program. In nurseries, Girls and boys were treated equally.

At age 10 both girls and boys were sent to (boarding) schools, where they would stay until 30. The schools were single gender. Both girls’ schools and boys’ schools focused on general education, but teaching in girls’ schools was more advanced. Boy’s schools had strict discipline, and female teachers would cane misbehaving students.

At completion of schooling at age 30, girls were given status as Mistresses and boys as slaves under state ownership. Girls then attended a 1-year Mistress-course to learn how to control slaves, punish them and bend them to Mistress’ will.

After finishing their Mistress courses at 31, the girls would continue with advanced education, usually until age 50, before entering the general population of working citizens. However, already at age 30, they were considered voting citizens with the right to own slaves.

After schooling, most boys were given vocational courses lasting up to 5 years or on-the job training based on skills and aptitude identified during the school years. Upon completion, they were put through a 1-year slave-induction to wean off any independent habits obtained in the relative freedom of their school years before joining the rest of the slave population. The induction taught them to take punishment, and to show absolute respect and obedience to Ladies.

The most exceptional boys identified in their school years would however continue with advanced education on par with what girls received to prepare them for advanced jobs. While these males were less exposed to the harsher aspects of Heran slavery, they were expected to be completely subservient to women, both as students and in their later careers. Their advanced careers were permitted only in order to harness available talent on Hera, not as a recognition of their suitability to be anything but slaves.

Agriculture

With a booming population it was important to expand agricultural output of Hera. Fortunately, Eden’s surrounding consisted of vast plains suitable for many of the crops brought from Earth. GE experiments allowed developments of plants even more suitable to Hera’s environment. Livestock were kept mainly in large ceiled corals due to low oxygen levels in the outside air, but it was found that some species could manage outdoor where fodder was grown. With high availability of slave labour, the expansion of farming scale and output was uncomplicated.

Industry and mineral extraction

Most industry and mineral extraction on Hera was automated, with autonomous machines, IE robots, performing the actual work. They needed to be directed by human input and supervised, which was the main human role in this part of the economy. Slaves were usually employed for controlling and supervising the machines, taking directions from Mistresses in overall charge.

The automation meant industry ran continuously, with stops only for maintenance. It further meant that construction of infrastructure was very quick, especially seen from a 21st century point of view.

Terraforming

The terraforming program was started before the revolution, and greatly expanded after. Its purpose was to create an environment on Hera that resembled Earth as closely as possible, and in that way make the planet fully habitable for humans and Terran livestock.

The program had two main prongs:

	Spread Earth biology throughout the planet 
	Increase Oxygen levels to ~21% 


Earth biology was spread systematically on the surface of Hera as part of exploration expeditions. It would start by introducing lichen, moss and hardy plants first, and when these were established, introduce more delicate plants as well as fauna that could handle the low oxygen levels.

Spreading of Earth plants on Hera would eventually lead to higher oxygen levels, but in a process that would take millions of years. Therefore, the oxygen levels were boosted by liberating oxygen from minerals and from seawater. This method is highly energy intensive, but fusion plants could deliver the required energy.

Relationship with Earth

The Herans continued to update Earth on how the colonies were developing, but did not reveal the full nature of the society they built post-revolution. The radio facility at Eden had the only transmitter powerful enough for communication with Earth, and the Heran state could thus easily control information going to Earth.

Earth sent a continuous feed from several transmitters of news updates, innovations that could be beneficial for the Heran colony and other useful information.

Political hierarchy and Administration

Administration of the Queendom of Hera had two layers.

The lower layer was the Duchy, which consisted of a colony and surrounding lands. It had a political leadership in form of an elected Duchess who gave direction to a professional local administration.

The upper administrative layer was the Queendom, which encompassed all the Duchies.

Executive power in the Queendom sat with the Queen and her cabinet. The Queen was elected on a single 30-year term, and decided herself on the composition of her cabinet.

Legislative power in the Queendom was invested in the Assembly of Ladies, which was composed mainly of elected representatives. In addition to determining the laws of the Queendom, they would also approve Queendom’s budgets.

Military

The military force of the Queendom of Hera was called the Femdom Guard. It was formed in the aftermath of the revolution in Year 4, as a combined military and law enforcement force. Most of its members were combat veterans from the revolution, and Ladies with previous military experience from Earth lead them as officers.

Originally, the Femdom Guard had a strength of 51 Ladies, organised in five squads. Four of the squads were made up of part-timers, and only one of these squads were on duty at any one time outside emergencies. The fifth squad, which was named the Amazons, was set up as a standing unit of full time soldiers. The Amazons was an elite unit, and the core of the Femdom Guard.

The Femdom Guard and especially the Amazons underwent a hard training regime during their first year, with daily sessions of live fire, combat tactics, close combat, strength or stamina. Their skill level rose quickly, and this was put to good use over the coming years, as the Femdom Guard and the Amazons saw action several times. In addition to putting down the occasional slave rebellion, the Amazons conducted search activities to find and capture escaped male colonists, referred to as the feral males.

In the latter half of the first century, the Femdom Guard saw significant expansion. As it became clear that a second colonisation ship was bound for Hera, with the risk of conflict that entailed, general female conscription was enacted. The entire female population was given military training, and a large proportion of it could therefore be called upon to serve as Femdom Guardesses in a crisis.

The elite Amazons unit was also expanded as the population and thus recruiting pool grew, first to platoon size, then to a company of 120 Ladies. Finally, in the years leading up to the Chinese invasion, the standing forces of the Queendom of Hera was temporarily expanded to a size of 1000 Ladies, all of which were designated as Amazons.

The Femdom Guard and the Amazons were for the first half of the century of their existence lightly equipped. They relied mainly on small arms – assault rifles and stun guns. They wore no armour, and their vehicles were repurposed exploration vehicles and airships. This was more than sufficient to deal with the threats of slave rebellions and feral males.

As the threat of the 2nd expedition appeared, the Queendom devoted more resources to develop heavier equipment for its armed forces. Body armour, protected combat vehicles, rocket launchers and machine guns were added to the Femdom Guard’s inventory.

Flag

Flag of the Queendom of Hera, later Empire of Hera, was adopted in year 7.

[image: ]

Map of Hera, Year 111

Map of Hera at the eve of the Chinese invasion
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The Chinese Expedition

Timeline of the events in Year 111 following the arrival of the Chinese colonisation ship Eternity.

111/2/11-111/4/26:

The Chinese colonisation ship Eternity enters the Epsilon Eridani system and unfreezes crew members needed for the initial landing phase. Radio contact is established with the colonists on Hera and friendly gestures are exchanged. While welcoming the newcomers and offering them help in settling, the Herans make it clear that they are expected to integrate in the existing political structure of Hera (without going into details of that structure). The Chinese do not respond directly, and wait until they reach Heran orbit. In orbit, they map out existing human development on Hera, and conclude the population is at least 20,000. (In reality it is over 160,000, of which 62,000 are adults.) The population is thus too great to dominate by numbers, and since their mission is to create a Chinese-friendly presence on Hera, they prepare to set up their own colony.

The Chinese thank the Herans for the offer of integration, but informs them they will set up their own colony on unclaimed land. The Heran reply, that the entire planet is already claimed for the Queen of Hera and that encroachment would be viewed as a hostile action, is ignored. The Chinese assume they have sufficient military strength to defend themselves if necessary.

The Chinese choose Southern Atena as site for their first colony. Atena is the continent with least Heran activity, and the chosen site is 2,500 km away from their nearest known base. The first landing modules touch down on the southern coast of Atena on 111/4/26.They bring the initial landing party and their heavy equipment, as well as a security attachment. In total 400 men and women with help of robots start building a base big enough to house the remaining 7,500 colonists. A company of 100 men is deployed to provide security given the Herans opposition to their unilateral move.
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111/4/26:

The Herans react immediately upon when the Chinese land. Reinforcements are flown in to Ainia, the only Heran colony on Atena. The colony is already big, with a population of 1,200 citizens and 2,900 slaves. The colony can field 1,000 of its citizens as Femdom Guardesses, and they are reinforced with 600 Amazons.

111/4/29:

While the Herans have been preparing their forces in Ainia to strike, Juno has been monitoring progress on the construction of the Chinese base from orbit. On the 29th they get clear confirmation that a fusion reactor is being assembled. This is the news the Herans have been waiting for, as this presents an opportunity to knock out what is likely the newcomers’ only power source. Without a reliable power source, the Chinese chances of success in their colonisation will be slim. In order to hide Juno’s capabilities as a weapons platform it is decided to strike on ground rather than using orbital weapons that might provoke retaliation against Juno.

111/5/1: 

A fleet of 25 airships take 600 Amazons and 600 other Femdom Guardesses from Ainia to within 10 km of the construction site of the Chinese colony. The approach of the Heran force is observed from space by the Chinese, and anticipating this, the strike force land far enough away from the colony to avoid attack while still in the air. The Herans close in on foot and by ground vehicles.

111/5/2:

The Heran forces have surrounded the Chinese colony. Chinese patrols outside the colony perimeter have been dealt with forcefully, and the Chinese are besieged in their base. Realising they are hopelessly outnumbered they radio the Eternity for reinforcements. The Eternity has 7,500 colonists on board, but 7,400 of these are cryogenically frozen to save consumption until a base on the planet is constructed. Unfreezing takes about a week, and significant reinforcement can therefore not be sent before then.  Unfreezing personnel with military training starts, but in the meantime, 30 out of the 40 man strong Eternity security team is sent to the surface as reinforcements in a shuttle. (That leaves 60 crew and 10 soldiers awake on Eternity.) The Eternity crew was somewhat puzzled to hear reports that their comrades on the surface appear to be up against an all female opposing force.

The Herans attack the same night. Numerically superior, better trained and more accustomed to fighting on Hera (The Chinese are weakened by the recent cryo-freeze and unused to the atmosphere and gravity of Hera.), they quickly overrun the colony. The survivors surrender before midnight, having suffered 62 casualties. The Heran side suffered 34 casualties. The shuttle with reinforcements arrives too late participate in the fight and the reinforcements are taken prisoner on landing. In total 426 males are captured and enslaved, while 42 Chinese women are taken in custody.

111/5/3:

The Herans radio a message detailing the fate of the Chinese surface colony to Eternity, warning that any further attempts to invade will meet a similar response. The message also repeats the offer of integration for the Chinese colonists if they are willing to surrender. Further, the message makes clear that the societal order on Hera is one were women are dominant, and that female superiority was amply demonstrated in the defeat of the Chinese invasion force.

The Heran message is corroborated by the last messages from the surface before the colony fell. The crew on Eternity realise that their position is untenable. With nearly all power generation and construction equipment lost on the ground, constructing an independent colony is now a hopeless task, even without hostile natives. They do not have sufficient fuel to make it back to earth any time this millennium, and taking a Heran colony by force seems like a daunting task given the military strength the Herans appear to possess.

The Chinese commander dithers between attacking and surrendering while crewmembers plead one way or the other. While indecision goes on, a female radio operator favouring surrender, secretly radio the Herans to inform that many of the crew are willing to surrender, and ask for advice. Through the conversation, it is established that Juno’s assault shuttles can dock with Eternity and that Eternity is now virtually defenceless.

Based on this information, the 20 Amazons on standby in Juno shuttle to Eternity and secures the ship with only one Chinese casualty and none on their own.

With this, Hera had secured a further 3,926 future lady citizens and 3,502 male slaves

111/5/4-111/6/29:

The cryo-frozen Chinese are taken down to Eden on the remaining landing modules of Eternity, where they are unfrozen. The Chinese colonists are then separated on gender. Males are enslaved and brought to state slave holding facilities where they are given an induction to their future lives as slaves and taught what is expected of them.

Women are being settled in the by now 20 Duchies of Hera and educated in the workings of Heran society. They are informed they will be citizens as soon as they take an oath of loyalty to the femdom state, something all of them do over the coming months. With citizenship they are issued personal slaves, and are encouraged to take Mistress training. Slaves for the new citizens are however all from the existing slave stock.

The Chinese males are auctioned off to Lady Citizens after slave induction at lower prices due to most of them not being properly broken in yet.

In light of the likely leakage of radio communication between the Eternity and Hera as well as deliberate communication from Eternity to Earth, it is clear that Earth will soon know more about Heran society. It is also now felt that Hera is strong enough to defend itself from encroachment from new colonisers, as it is difficult and little rewarding for Earth nations to project power so far away.

Queen Megan therefore decides to change policy towards Earth, and a message is sent to inform Earth governments of the situation:  The Chinese colonisation ship had invaded Hera, but the invasion was defeated with low casualties on either side. The surviving Chinese colonists chose to join the Heran state, and are fully integrating. (This is backed-up by video messages from members of the Chinese colonisation expedition.)

The Heran state claims and controls all of Hera, and any attempts by any entity to claim part or all of Hera will be resisted. Hera will still welcome colonists from Earth as long as they submit to the Heran state, integrate, obey Heran laws and do not attempt to set up separate governments. The Heran state is based on female supremacy, and women hold all positions of power within it. Future immigrants to Hera should keep this in mind when considering making the journey.

Regardless of past conflicts, Hera will see Earth as its friend, and continue exchange information with it.

The Empire of Hera

Timeline

The defeat of the Chinese expedition in 111 marked the maturing of the Heran society. It was no longer fledgling outpost of humanity with an experimental societal system trying to establish itself on a faraway planet.  It had become a Queendom dominating the entire planet and with a proven ability to defend it, made up of citizens convinced their novel social order was superior to any alternative.

The Queendom’s expansion was relentless, and reforms reflecting its greatness and confidence would soon come.

Year 113

The Femdom Guard and the Amazons returns to peacetime strength; the Amazons now number 200.

Year 116

Programs to integrate the Chinese immigrants (citizens and slaves) are ended, with the newcomers deemed to be fully integrated in Heran society.

Year 125

Tania I elected and crowned Queen of Hera

At the start of Tania I’s reign, there are 30,000 citizens and 76,000 slaves, and an underage population of 58,000 females and 171,000 males, spread on 30 Duchies.

Year 126

The Assembly chosen in 125 starts on constitutional reform. Hera is much bigger than it was shortly after take-over, and the Assembly with almost 400 members is getting unwieldy.

Year 130

The citizens of Hera approve the new constitution in a referendum by 69% to take effect in 131.

The new constitution is built on the previous, but offers a smaller state and a free economy. The main changes of the new constitution are:

	The economic reforms introduced by Natalie I are entrenched, the state is to hold only strategic industries, and raise revenues through slave sales and taxation. 
	Lady Citizens are required to contribute eggs to the production of slaves under state ownership. The state decides how many will be produced each year. Ladies can choose themselves how many daughters to have. (This does not change average reproduction rates significantly, as raising daughters is not taxing with artificial wombs and slave/state support systems. Also it is an ideal to contribute to the building of the Heran state with many children.) 
	Conscription as introduced under Sophie I is entrenched 
	The government levels are reformed with a view to future growth: The Queendom of Hera is elevated to an Empire, to be ruled by an elected Empress on a single 40 Year term. All Lady Citizens having served in the Femdom Guard can vote in these elections. (In practice, this sets age of voting to 40 years.) Legislation is carried out by an Imperial Senate consisting of nobles (former Queens) as well as elected Senatresses. The size of the senate is fixed to 200. Each of the 26 Queendom will send its two last Queens, and the remaining 148 seats are filled by elected Senatresses from the queendoms every 10 years. The number of senatresses from each queendom is determined by population proportions. 
	Hera is divided into 26 Queendoms, each with its own Queen as ruler and an Assembly of Ladies for legislation. Queens reign for single 30 year terms, and Assemblies are elected every 10 years. While it is up to local legislation to determine size and composition of Queendom Assemblies, it is common to seat former Duchesses with the elected assembly Ladies. 
	Each Queendom is divided into Duchies; the lowest level of administration. A Duchy consists of a colony and surrounding land, but with time, many Duchies come to encompass several colonies. Duchies are ruled by a Duchess on single 30 year terms, who is responsible for setting up a local administration. 
	Courts are set up as an independent branch of government, with Lady Judges being named for 50 year terms by reigning queens. A supreme court cover Empire-level cases and function as an appeal venue for cases within the queendoms It is made up by members named by the ruling Empress for 50 year terms. 
	The Femdom Guard enforces court and government decisions. 
	All Ladies eligible for higher offices shall be of age 50-160. As no term is longer than 40 years, no official will be older than 200. 


Year 131

Queen Tania is crowned Empress Tania I of Hera. With the changed constitution, her term is extended to 160, as a compromise between the term lengths of the old and new constitutions. It also avoids having a change of leadership during the coming arrival of a third colonisation ship from Earth.

Year 132 (2203 on Earth)

Upon receiving message of the fate of the Chinese colonisation ship and Hera’s foreign policy stance, instructions from Earth are sent to the Western Confederation ship enroute to Hera. The expedition is instructed to integrate in the Heran state to ensure its friendliness to the West, and to set-up codes for secure communication between Hera and the Western Confederation for privileged information exchange, thus cementing an alliance. The instructions will arrive shortly before the Njord, the 3rd colonisation ship will enter the Epsilon Eridani system.

Year 140

The original colonists of the Intrepid are reaching advanced ages, and are retiring from public life. A law is passed to ensure the state will provide care for them in their final years. State slaves are assigned to care for the aging Ladies, and also for aging slaves. Slaves are allowed to retire at age 200, which means they no longer have to work. This is short of full emancipation, as they are still required to be subservient to all Ladies. They are however entitled to state care.

Year 141

100-year anniversary for the genetic engineering component of the Heran population expansion program. By now, it has realised most of its gains, but refinement continues for centuries. Female generations born in the last decades preceding the anniversary were nearly 100% dominant and sexually sadistic. They are as tall and strong as their male contemporaries (both averaging 190 cm), and markedly more intelligent. (15% higher average on IQ tests.) Genetic diseases are absent from new generations, both male and female.

Year 149

The first colonist of the Intrepid dies of old age. Over the next 50 years the first generation disappears.

Year 152

Empress Tania orders increased training of the Femdom Guard and temporary expansion of the Amazons as was done under Megan I prior to arrival of a colonisation ship. Active Femdom Guard strength is about 8000, and reserves are 50,000.

Year 153

Defreezing of parts of the crew on Njord takes place in preparation to entering the Epsilon Eridani system. Communication received while travelling, including instructions from Earth sent in 2203 (132 on Hera) are analysed. Expedition Commander Alexandra Jane decides to follow instructions from Earth and integrate on Hera on Heran terms. Radio Messages to Hera are sent (with 2 months lag) indicating the Njord’s intentions and asking for instructions. Deceleration of the space ship starts.

Year 154

The Njord’s peaceful intentions are welcomed on Hera. Njord is instructed to enter orbit of Hera, but not to defreeze additional crew. Once in orbit, a Heran delegation will board and take charge of the descent to Hera.

Year 155

As per instructions from Hera, Njord enters Heran orbit, and is boarded by 50 Amazons. Alexandra orders her awake crew of 100 not to resist (they are not armed anyway) and offer her ship and crew to the service of the Empress of Hera. The Amazons place all male crew members in chains, giving the ship crew an early taste of life on Hera. While it was known women were dominant on Hera, few had expected how severe their practices would be.

The cryo-frozen colonists along with awake crewmembers are brought down to Hera near Antiope using only one landing module out of four. Remaining landing modules and heavy equipment remain on Njord – now renamed Freya; thus keeping the ship capable of further space travel and colonisation.

A total of 2500 Citizens and 2500 slaves are added to Hera’s population with the arrival of the third expedition. The Ladies are given citizenship and a slave upon taking loyalty oaths to Hera and the Empress, which all do by the end of the year. The males are inducted in state slaveholding facilities and auctioned off as slaves about a month later.

Year 156

Alexandra brings the offer from the Western Confederation of a secure communication channel for transfer of privileged information between the two. Empress Tania accepts, reasoning that the alliance can keep Hera safer from threats from Earth.

Year 160

Megan Artemisia is elected Empress and crowned as Megan II of Hera.

Megan, age 101, is an example of Ladies choosing new, local surnames. Megan is a veteran of the Chinese war.

At the start of Megan II’s reign, there are 108,000 citizens and 299,000 slaves, and an underage population of 167,000 females and 496,000 males, spread on 26 Queendoms and 62 Duchies.

Megan II’s reign is peaceful and sees great economic expansion and development. She keeps a strong defence, focusing on developing space-to-space capabilities from the orbital platforms Juno and Eternity. She also ensure the Freya is maintained for use in future expansion. Freya will also serve as a model for future spaceship design.

Year 166

Megan I dies, and is mourned as the founder of the femdom state.

Year 174

Terraforming has brought Oxygen level to 18%

Year 200

Charlotte Cane is elected Empress and crowned Charlotte I of Hera.

Born in 120, she is a young empress representing a new generation.

At the start of Charlotte I’s reign, there are 381,000 citizens and 1,113,000 slaves, and an underage population of 708,000 females and 2,117,000 males, spread on 26 Queendoms and 99 Duchies.

Charlotte’s rule is very much a continuation of Megan II’s, with no external threats and vigorous economic expansion. During her reign, Hera’s space craft building capability is firmly established. The main focus is on robotic vessels to precede colonisation of the rest of the Epsilon Eridani system.

Year 211

Amazon City invites Hera to send a diplomatic mission to Earth that it can host in a femdom environment. (See Earth time line.) Charlotte decides to pursue this, but cannot act at the moment as no means of transport exists. Freya is considered too valuable to expend on a diplomatic mission. Charlotte order the development of smaller interstellar transport shuttles, based on designs used on Earth.

Year 228

The Femdom Guard deploys nuclear weapons. Weapons on Juno and Eternity can be deployed both against ground targets and in anti-spaceship missiles.

Year 235

Having completed development of an interstellar shuttle, a 10 lady diplomatic mission is sent towards Earth at a speed of 0.3c

Year 238

The use of Freya for colonisation outside Epsilon Eridani comes to the front as a political issue. A minority want Herans to limit themselves to one system, but the main parties argue over the colonisation target. The star system Tau Ceti is the most promising destination, but is known to already have been reached by two expeditions from Earth with an additional one on its way. While time is running out on staking a claim in Tau Ceti, trying to do so carries a risk of entanglement with other expeditions.

Year 240

Alexandra Jane, former Commandress of 3rd colonisation wave is elected Empress and crowned Alexandra I.

At the start of Alexandra I’s reign, there are 1,500,000 citizens and 4,500,000 slaves.

Year 241

The election of Alexandra in effect settled the debate on colonisation. Alexandra was strongly in favour of going to Tau Ceti, reasoning the colonies established there would still be small enough to be won over by Heran thought, and a friendly presence there would be a check on potentially hostile presences.

Alexandra gave orders to prepare Freya for a new journey and to recruit Heran pioneers to go with it.

Year 244

Freya leaves Hera prepared for a colonisation mission with 2500 colonists and 3500 slaves as well as genetic material from other Herans. Development of a new interstellar vessel is started.

Year 257

Terraforming has brought Oxygen level to 21%. Earth fauna and flora is dominant on Hera.

Year 270

Hera is in effect fully populated, and all territory is effectively controlled by the Heran Queendoms.

Year 279

Building of the new interstellar vessel Frigg is started. It can be accelerated to 0.4c and carry up to 17,500 passengers and their equipment.

Year 280

Natalie II is elected Empress.

At the start of Natalie II’s reign, there are 5,700,000 citizens and 17,100,000 slaves.

Year 293

Frigg is completed. Construction of a new spaceship of the same class is started.

Year 296

Hera receives signal from Tau Ceti that its expedition has successfully set up a colony on the planet Leda. (See Leda time line)

Year 299

A new signal is received from Leda describing the strategic situation on the planet and detailing a request for reinforcements from Hera. Military strength is emphasized to offset the current numerical inferiority of the Herans.

Year 301

Frigg is sent from Hera towards Leda with reinforcements of 10,000 female colonists and 5000 slaves. All colonists have received extensive military training before departure, and heavy weapon systems are brought in addition.

Year 320

Victoria I is elected Empress.

At the start of Victoria I’s reign, there are 21,800,000 citizens and 26,400,000 slaves.

Year 336

To stop over population of Hera, the Population Increase Program is scaled back significantly. Ladies are encouraged to have at most four daughters, and the state will only contribute to raising two of them. The State will still produce three male slaves for every girl born. 3:1 ratio of slaves to citizens is considered optimal.

Year 360

Katherine I is elected Empress.

At the start of Katherine I’s reign, there are 83,600,000 citizens and 250,600,000 slaves.

Maps of Empire of Hera, 150
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Artemisia, 150
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	Queendom	Major colonies	Reference
	Themiscyra	Eden (Capital)	1
	Hippolyta	2
	Menalippe	3
	Scythia	Antianara (Capital)	4
	Otrera	5
	Ephesus	6
	Antiope	7
	Penthesilea	Penthesilea (Capital)	8
	Harmothoe	9
	Elysium	Smyrna (Capital)	10
	Molpadia	11
	Xanthe	Xanthe (Capital)	12
	Lampedo	13
	East Artemisia	Andromache (Capital)	14
	West Artemisia	Ocyale (Capital)	15
	Alce	16
	Valkyria	Mytilene (Capital)	17
	Sarmathia	Dioxippe (Capital)	18
	Thracia	Cyme (Capital)	19
	West Themis	Hippothoe (Capital)	20
	East Themis	Aegea (Capital)	21
	Sisyrbe	22



Atena, 150
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	Queendom	Major colonies	Reference
	Meotis	Ainia (Capital)	1
	Lyce	2
	Antibrote	Antibrote (Capital)	3
	South Atena	Orithyia (Capital)	4
	Bremusa	Ioxeia	5
	Bremusa (Capital)	6
	Clete	Clete (Capital)	7
	Alcibie	Alcibie (Capital)	8
	Derinoe	Derinoe (Capital)	9



Afrodite, 150
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	Queendom	Major colonies	Reference
	Asia	Sinope (Capital)	1
	Thermodosa	2
	Euripyle	Euripyle (Capital)	3
	Phoebe	4
	East Afrodite	Pitane (Capital)	5
	North Afrodite	Evandra (Capital)	6
	Cyrene	7
	South Afrodite	Priene (Capital)	8


Islands, 150

	Queendom	Major colonies	Reference
	Marpeisa	Marpeisa (Capital)	N/A
	Camilla	Helene (Capital)	N/A



Earth

Earth before the Herans

The Earth in 2099

The Earth at the time of the departure of the first expedition to Hera in 2099 was dominated by two blocks engaged in a cold war rivalry much like the situation had been in the last half of the twentieth century. In 2099, the two blocks were the Western Confederation on one side, and China with allies on the other.

The Western Confederation was a union of sovereign states comprising of most of the democratic countries of the world. These states were part of a common trade area and cooperated closely on foreign policy, defence and security. The most important feature in this regard was a shared space military force, which was the most potent among the world powers.

The Western Confederation had originally formed from the network of alliances and trade areas in the Atlantic and the Pacific centered on the US during the 21st century, but had by the end of the century come to include also countries not traditionally part of these networks. In 2099, the confederation included all countries in North America and Europe bar Turkey, Greece and Russia. It also covered most of the Pacific, including Australia and the littoral states in Asia, as well as a few South American and African countries.

The main rival of the Confederation was China, which along with allies mostly in Asia and Africa had sought to challenge the hegemony of the Western powers throughout the 21st century. It had not quite succeeded, but by the end of the century, China was by far the biggest economy in the world, and had achieved military parity with the Confederation. Its most important ally was Russia.

China was ruled by the Communist Party, as it had been for 150 years, which autocracy stood in contrast to the democracies of the Confederation.

Not all countries were aligned with the two main blocks however. The most important were:

	Turkey: Left its alliance with the Western powers in the middle of the 21st century, and emerged as the leader of the Muslim world. Had several allies and clients in the Middle East and North Africa. 
	India: Non-aligned independent power largely surrounded by China and allies. Cooperating increasingly with the Confederation. 
	Brazil: Leader of a group of left-wing South American countries. Tend to cooperate more with China than the Confederation. 
	Indonesia 
	Iran 


The 21st century had been very peaceful compared to the preceding centuries, with no major warfare between the great powers. Borders were largely unchanged, with most countries keeping the post WW2 convention of not changing borders through force.

Nevertheless, several wars had been fought, some which included limited use of nuclear weapons. And the world’s super powers, the Confederation and China, maintained powerful military forces, and was kept from clashing with each other mainly by the logic of mutually assured destruction.

Space had become a main arena of the super power rivalry. In the first half of the century, this focussed mainly on the deployment of ever more powerful orbital weapons platforms capable of striking anywhere on Earth on moments’ notice.

During the last half of the century it increasingly came to include land grabs in the solar system. Starting with the first serious effort to colonise Mars in 2055 (by China), both super powers sought to establish presence all over the solar system. Other powers joined the race as well, with both Russia and India maintaining independent space colonisation programs.

This was taken to a new level with the launch of a Confederation expedition to Epsilon Eridani in 2099. Using observations from a solar lens telescope commissioned a decade earlier, a suitable target for human colonisation outside the solar system had been identified and was now targeted by the Western Confederation. From this point onwards the space race came to include other stars.

22nd Century

The 22nd century on Earth was a remarkably stable period in Earth geopolitics. The world was apparently in a stable equilibrium with two super powers locked in a cold war backed by the threat of Mutually Assured Destruction. Borders and spheres of influences change little on Earth over this period, but in space the powers ever expanded their holdings.

Demographically there were big changes this century. As a result of longevity treatments developed in the 2080s, human populations everywhere drastically surged as people lived significantly longer lives. This led to higher population densities both on Earth and on the various colonies that had been established in the solar system and beyond.

Major events of the 22nd century:

2124: First Chinese colonization effort outside solar system: Destination Alpha Centauri B.

2125: Confederation expedition heading to Alpha Centauri

2146: First signal of successful colonization of Epsilon Eridani (Hera) arrives on Earth

2151: China engineer separation of Eastern Siberia from Russia and annexes it. The region has had Chinese majority for more than a century. Russia, now clearly a second rate power, starts to cooperate increasingly more with the west.

2157: Chinese expedition to Hera departs

2173: Second Confederation expedition to Hera departs

2191: Western and Chinese expeditions depart for Tau Ceti

2203: Message from Hera informs Earth of the defeat of the Chinese expedition to Hera, and of the female dominated society on Hera. Second Confederation expedition is instructed to cultivate Hera as an ally.

23rd Century

2203: As soon as information about the Heran practice of female supremacy along with news of the defeat of the Chinese expedition to Hera reached Earth in 2203, discussions began on the merits of the Heran societal form. Over the next years, more information on the Heran society slowly disseminated as part of their news and information broadcasts to Earth. At first, it was not apparent from the information that men were reduced to slaves, but it was clear that women held all positions of authority, and the men deferred to them. Their political structure of a federated empire based on female suffrage became well known, as was their centrist economic policies and liberal social values (apart from the status of men).

In the West, many were outraged at the abandonment of equality between the genders on Hera, and advocated a break with their society. Others (initially forming a majority) found the lack of equality distasteful, but were willing to overlook this due to the Heran centrist and liberal values, compatible with those of the Western Confederation. They could also point to Heran successes in developing and defending a new home for humanity. Another important consideration was that Hera made a valuable ally against China. With this view prevailing, the Western Confederation maintained relations with Hera and sought an alliance.

Finally, a small minority found the Heran model appealing, and suggested their methods should be copied on Earth. This minority would come to form a new political movements.

In the non-Western world, IE China-dominated Asia, the Middle East and Africa, news of the society on Hera was not well received. Mainstream views were that it was a result of Western decadence, and the more traditionalist and religious societies would even see the very idea of such a society as a threat to their stability and morals. However, even in these countries, opposition groups dedicated to Heran ideals formed.

Within a year, societies and clubs dedicated to female political dominance sprang up all over the world, especially in liberal societies like the Western. Their membership came with two different main motivations. On the one side there were those who were convinced the Heran political system would lead to a better world. On the other side were those who found female dominance sexually appealing, and now found that fetish presented as a viable political alternative. Most of the political societies would however be non-sexual in nature, and thus remained respectable. Femdom play was mostly kept as private activities outside the organisations.

Over the next few years, these societies gave birth to political parties called Heran parties. They drew membership from most existing voting blocks, but especially traditional left-wing feminist groupings lost their rank and file to the new Heran parties, which tended to be centrist or center-right economically.

The Heran parties were small; none of them capture more than 5% of the vote at this stage, but it was enough to produce a handful of parliamentarians in some countries. Party memberships were on average 60% female, its representatives 100% female. In 2210, they were strongest in Sweden, Germany, Czechia and Netherlands, with 3-5% polling scores and a few representatives in each parliament.

2219: The first big breakthrough of Heran-style politics on Earth came in 2219. This year a US based Heran society was allowed to set up a charter city on South Africa’s Prince Edward Island. The society had several wealthy members in its ranks who enabled them to put up the money for the project of building a city on this very inhospitable island.

2223: While not fully completed, Amazon City on Prince Edward Island opened for immigration in 2223. The city was partly underground, and partly covered by domes to protect from the environment. The city offered a business-friendly climate with very low taxes, and a constitution that reserved all positions of power to women. Late in the year a female-only city government was elected by a female-only electorate. The laws of Amazon City did ban men from holding positions of authority and voting, but did not condone slavery.

2224-2228: Amazon City boomed. Immigration levels surpassed over all expectations, as people from all over the Earth wanted to be part of a Heran style society. By 2228 the population had reached 50,000 in an equal gender distribution. Business was booming with online service industries catering to the rest of the world creating huge profits that would benefit other service industries on the island. Excellent connectivity to the rest of the world, and low labour costs (many men worked as slaves here – even if not legally so) gave Amazon City an advantage in the competition.

The favourable business environment even lured in some businessmen without an interest in femdom who had the option to transfer their companies to their wives’ names.

The success of the Heran society of Amazon City gave a boost to Heran parties in the rest of the world, by showing that the model they advocated could work. In 2225 some Heran parties succeeded in capturing almost 20% of the vote.

2225-2227: More detailed information on the Heran society arrived on Earth as Hera had responded to the questions sent from Earth in 2203. It became known on Earth that Heran women were allowed and encouraged to use corporal punishment to maintain their men’s discipline, and that the male population lived in what they called voluntary slavery to women. The Herans themselves referred to their political system as Femdom, which then entered Earth’s political vocabulary.

This information revealed that Hera was more radical than previously thought – and Heran parties took a nosedive in polling all over the globe as a result. The Heran movements themselves saw splits. Radical factions embraced the new information from Hera, and incorporated male slavery in their political programs. More moderate factions thought this was a step too far, and wanted to maintain platforms based on Heran society as understood before 2225. Others left the movement all together. The parties that allowed for or advocated male slavery became known as Femdom parties; the parties that did not continued to be known as Heran parties.

The Heran/Femdom parties did make a partial recovery in Western countries in 2226, however, as news on the 2nd Conferderation Expedition to Hera reached Earth. It was clear the expedition had successfully integrated in Heran society and thus cemented the Western-Heran alliance.

The combination of Hera being confirmed as an ally of the Western Confederation along with authenticated statements from expedition members that Hera was indeed a happy society of voluntary slaves and their Mistresses gave a boost. Heran/Femdom parties managed to recover to polling levels of 5-10% in much of the West.

2230: A second Heran charter city was founded on a remote part of the Colombian-Venezuelan border in the Venezuelan state of Apure. Named Tania City after the first Heran Empress, it was financed by citizens of Amazon City. Tania City was the first place on Earth fully dedicated to Femdom government. Males could only reside there under the conditions of slavery, but were in theory free to leave. Corporal punishment of men by women was fully legal and encouraged there. Tania City was founded by citizens of Amazon City seeking a place dedicated to radical Femdom. Amazon City itself did not grant slavery legal status at this point in time, nor was corporal punishment of males allowed there, although both of these flourished in practice, as the laws against it were enforced. Nevertheless, purists wanted the real thing, including government sanction.

In the coming years Tania City flourished like Amazon City for much the same reasons: An excellent business environment for providing online services, and being one of the few places on Earth where Femdom could be lived out to the full. In the late 2230s both Amazon City and especially Tania City started receiving tourists curious to see a little piece of Hera on Earth.

2232: Amazon City (secretly) invited Hera to send a diplomatic mission to Earth, stating it could host such a mission under terms that were acceptable to the Herans.

2234: The first Femdom party forms part of a government in Sweden. The local party, which stayed together in 2225 by advocating only voluntary male slavery, gained 10% in parliamentary elections, and entered as junior partner in a center-right government.

2235: The Austrian femdom party provided necessary parliamentary support to the formation a new government, and extract concessions from it.

2237: The newly merged Heran/Femdom party of Netherlands entered government as a junior partner.

During the 2230s, most Heran parties that split over male slavery in 2225-27 reunited, forming Femdom parties that advocated voluntary male slavery. This position had become less controversial in the light of favourable information from Hera and the otherwise moderate behaviour of femdom parties in parliament and government.

During this time, practice of open femdom lifestyles became more mainstream. This covered a spectrum from where the wife was openly dominant in the marriage down to full 24/7 Mistress-slave relationships with corporal punishment. These had of course existed for a long time, but only now did they come out in the open and became mostly accepted in Western countries. In 2240 it was estimated some 2-3% of the population in Western countries were practicing a femdom lifestyle, and 1% Mistress-slave relationships.

The femdom parties’ general tactic was to form part of responsible governments and so be seen as government material. Most of their policies matched those of the mainstream centrist, and they became their natural partners in government for both center-right and center-left, depending on the flavour of the local femdom party. The femdom parties would still call for female monopoly on power, and a societal order modelled on Hera, but were realistic enough to know that they could not get their partners to agree to that. Instead they would use their political capital to squeeze out concessions that represented only small steps towards the society they desired. Concessions that were granted in various countries included:

•Formation of all-female elite military units

•Rules that police forces and judiciary were at least 50% female

•Unarmed combat lessons as part of girls’ curriculum justified as rape protection.

•Allowing private femdom correctional institutions in the penal system

•Allowing private femdom educational institutions

•Government financial contributions to the above measures

•Right to have voluntary slavery contracts recognised by the state. This meant that until the slave withdrew from the contract, his owner was his legal guardian, could manage his wealth as she saw fit, and vote in his name.

2240s: The world experienced a major economic downturn. As in previous crises, radical and fringe parties benefitted from this in the polls, and this time it included the femdom parties. They had not yet been a strong enough component in governments to be tainted with the crisis, and they could point to the charter cities, the only places on Earth governed by femdom principles, were still going strong. While the strength of femdom parties varied massively from country to country, they saw a surge in votes, and the strongest of them captured tallies in the high twenties or even thirties.

The femdom parties also had the advantage of being seen as more plausible partners than either the populist right or the far left, the other main benefactors of the crisis. It was thus the femdom parties gained their first chance to dominate governments.

The fate of some of the more successful Femdom parties are described in the next sections.

Femdom governments

Sweden

The Swedish Femdom party took 10% of the vote in the 2234 election and entered government as a junior partner in a three-party government of the center-left. The Femdom party’s wins in the government platform were introduction of femdom schools allowed to claim state funding, self-defence classes for girls and higher minimum female quotas in law enforcement.

The new schools were private schools run by Femdom groups using Femdom principles. They differed from other schools in that they emphasized and encouraged leadership for girls, and discipline, structure and obedience for boys. Girls also had a more significant component of physical education than the boys, including instruction in unarmed combat. Finally, both boys and girls would learn about femdom and its societal order and its origins on Hera.

While almost exclusively attended by children of Femdom Party members at first, graduates from these schools tended to do better in university than other graduates (as a consequence of higher self-esteem for girls and structure for boys). In time this encouraged parents not associated with the Femdom movement to enrol their kids, a process that increased support of femdom ideology in future generations.

The government, while competent, was uninspiring and went on to lose the next election in 2238. The Femdom party actually increased its share of the vote to 11%, but their partners fared worse and government passed to the center-right.

The new government had the questionable honour of presiding over the economic crisis that occurred in 2240. At the time of new election in 2242 recovery was not in sight, and the center-right parties were soundly defeated in the polls. The center-left along with fringe/radical parties benefitted from their loss. Best placed was the Femdom Party, which fell into both categories. With 27% of the vote it became the largest party in parliament, and could now enter into a new center-left government as the biggest party in a 3-party coalition. The Femdom party could now get more of their pet projects as part of the governing platform:

•               Femdom schools, having proved a success were expanded. Femdom groups were allowed to run a number of state schools, as well as the existing private schools.

•               Women saw strong positive discrimination when applying for leadership positions in the government sector

•               The armed forces created new all-female elite units

•               The state recognised voluntary slave contracts between Mistresses and slaves as it recognised marriage. This meant that until the slave withdrew from the contract, his owner was his legal guardian, could manage his wealth as she saw fit, and vote in his name.

•               Based on positive experiences from a pioneer project in Austria, Femdom groups were also allowed to run a few prisons according to their principles. Under this system, male offenders could choose to serve a shorter sentence in a femdom prison rather than in the regular correction system. The femdom prisons where secretive about their methods, but produced very low recidivism rates, and were highly praised by ex-cons. These Femdom prisons were run much like prisons on Hera, with an all-female staff enforcing a draconian female supremacy regime on inmates, including daily corporal punishment by highly sexed prison wardresses. The result was prisoners brainwashed into accepting female supremacy that made docile excons - and often supporters of femdom parties.

The new government spent most of its energy dealing with the economic crisis, and towards the end of the parliamentary period, recovery was under way. Being seen as both able to deal with the financial crisis and having many of its pet reforms turn out successfully, the Femdom Party grew its vote to 31% in the election of 2246. This enabled it to form a government again, this time as the leader of the coalition, having made its gains primarily at the expense of its coalition partners. The new government was all female (a demand accepted by its coalition partners), headed by a Femdom Party prime minister.

The government platform was otherwise a continuation of the previous. Strengthening the economic recovery, and entrenching the successful and now popular reforms from earlier. Femdom schooling methods expanded to cover more public schools. New femdom initiatives in this period came mostly on a local government level, however.

The 2250 election saw the Femdom party lose the prime ministership. While maintaining 31% at the polls, its coalition partners collapsed, opening the way for a government of the right. Over the next decades, the Swedish party flora was in flux and the Femdom party moved towards the center. Sometimes it would be part of governments, sometimes not. Its reforms of the 2040s were however entrenched, and had created a long term trend of increased support for the Femdom Party and its policies. New generations were increasingly educated at femdom schools, and largely supportive of femdom. Also ex-prisoners gave a minor contribution to the increased popularity of femdom.

Other parties picked up femdom policies as part of their programs, and by the 2270s there were in reality several femdom parties over the left-right spectrum. Femdom lifestyles were becoming widespread, and fully open. Further femdom reforms were gradually phased in. In 2275, companies were allowed register as femdom companies and fully or partially rely on (voluntary) male slave labour, which were not subject to negotiated tariffs and labour laws, only to the negotiations between the slave owner and the employer.

Over the 2250-80 period opposition to femdom also grew, and eventually the main axis in the political space became femdom versus conservatives. Femdom indoctrination in schools was correctly seen as the greatest threat to the conservatives, but they were unable to roll it back even while in power, since participation in the femdom school program was voluntary (for the parents), and these schools satisfied a genuine demand in the population.

From the 2280 onwards, femdom parties reliably got more than 50% of the votes between them, and it became impossible to form governing majorities without them. Efforts to roll back femdom slowly collapsed. In the 2090 election a coalition of two femdom parties won by a landslide taking 70% of the vote between them. This was taken as a mandate to transform Sweden into a true Femdom state.

Constitutional amendments were made to remove male suffrage, and restrict ownership of property to women. Marriage was redefined as a Mistress-Slave relationships, with husbands being made their wives’ property.

A program to replace all men in positions of authority with women proceeded over the next years.

UK

The Femdom Party of UK won its first representation in the election of 2242 with a result of 16%. It had previously been denied representation by the first-past-the-post system combined with national polling of 5-8%. The result only returned 4% of the MPs, but in a hung parliament, this was enough to play kingmaker. The Femdom Party gave its support to a conservative government in return for a pledge to introduce Austrian style femdom prisons in the penal system and modest state funding of private femdom schools modelled on the Swedish example.

Both of these policies proved popular. One provided what was recognised as superior education cheaply, the other projected a tough-on-crime image.

The UK still continued to struggle with the economic crisis, and when the election came in 2247, the conservative government lost popularity, but the left, having governed in the run-up to and the early part of the crisis, was also not trusted by voters and saw reduced polling numbers. The Femdom Party emerged as the big winner – seen as having contributed the most successful policies of the last government, yet untainted by the crisis. Scoring 29% of the vote, it was finally able to benefit from first past the post system. With a fortunate distribution of its vote, this was enough to give it a 55% majority in Parliament and the chance to form a majority government.

The new all-female government tried to emulate the achievements of the Swedish femdom government and introduced many of the same reforms, such as recognition of voluntary male slavery, increased promotion of women to positions of authority, and establishment of all female elite military units, along with strengthening the existing programs of femdom schools and prisons.

The government was perceived as competent and successful, mainly because the UK recovered from the economic crisis under it. When the government called new elections in 2251, it received a new mandate with 33% of the vote and 58% of MPs, allowing it to consolidate the changes it had made.

A new reform was introduced, allowing companies to register as femdom businesses and use (voluntary) male slave labour, allegedly to allow UK business to compete with charter cities.

As in Sweden, opposition to femdom grew, and in the 2256 election the center-left won and rolled back recognition of voluntary slavery and businesses’ option to use slave labour. They were however not able to roll back the popular femdom schools and prisons – leaving Britain on the path to greater support for femdom. Also, the de-recognition of voluntary slavery was seen by many as of victimisation of slaves and Mistresses in loving unions.

In 2261 the Femdom party was back in power again, this time with 38% of the vote and 62% of MPs. The conservative party collapsed in parliament as anti-left voters coalesced on the Femdom party, leaving a 2-party structure that is common to the FPTP systems. The Femdom Party promptly reintroduced voluntary slavery, this time to stay.

Governments would alter between the center-left and the Femdom party until the 2280s, when the effects of femdom schooling of the younger generations began ensuring continuous femdom majorities. In the mid-2290s Britain followed Sweden and introduced a femdom state.

Australia

In the Australian election of 2244, the Femdom Party achieved a parliamentary majority of 60% with a popular first vote of 22%.This was made possible due to the alternative vote system. The right and the left both gained more 1st votes (30% each), but each party’s voters tended to prefer the centrist femdom party to the opposing mainstream party, and the result was the femdom party winning many constituencies mainly on alternative votes.

Having achieved parliamentary majority the femdom party formed a government that intended to softly introduce femdom policies, aware that its popular mandate was shaky. It started by introducing measures that passed in other countries without a femdom party in control of government: Allowing femdom groups to run correctional facilities and schools with government funding, establish new all-female elite Special Forces in the military, higher female recruiting targets for police and judiciary, and state recognition of Mistress-slave relationships.

From the start, the government made clear it saw women as better qualified than men in any position of authority, and recruitment and promotions in the government sector changed accordingly. This also had the effect of increasing the number of femdom sympathisers in positions of influence.

The Femdom party managed only a weak recovery of the economy, and did not manage to retain its parliamentary majority in 2248, despite increasing its (first) vote to 24%. It did manage, however to introduce reforms that would not be rolled back, most crucially by introducing femdom schools. Its centrist position allowed the party to play kingmaker over the next decades, and few governments were formed without Femdom Party support. Its polling never dipped below 20%, and by the 2070s never below 30%.

In 2295, The Femdom party won 51% of the votes and 76% of MPs and formed a government that introduced a Femdom state like so many other countries in the 2290s.

Costa Rica

The Femdom party of Costa Rica, the biggest in Latin America, benefitted greatly from the economic crisis in the election of 2242. Its presidential candidate received 15% of the vote and came third, and the party claimed 21% of the seats in parliament. Previously the party had only scored single digits.

The elected president and the cabinet did a poor job in managing the crisis, while the Femdom party capitalised and its leader Laura Cachon came out very well as the main opposition in parliament.

In the 2246 election Laura was voted president and the Femdom party could command 30% of parliament. The president, cooperating with the Femdom party in parliament, set out to introduce reforms similar to those of other femdom parties. It was a rough ride that often met opposition from the parliamentary majority. In 2248 the situation reached a deadlock between the parliamentary majority and the president.

The deadlock was broken when a coup against the president was launched by the chief of the gendarmerie, who was sympathising with a left-of-center party. The leader of that party was then appointed new president and gained immediate support from leftist parliamentarians that made up most of the opposition. The coup-makers immediately ran into trouble. Femdom Party supporters started protesting in the streets, the Femdom party and other center-right MPs boycotted parliament, and the Western Federation applied pressure to reinstate the legal president.

After a week this culminated in a counter-coup, conducted by the country’s Commando Regiment. This had been formed only 2 years earlier with the intention of becoming Costa Rica’s contribution to the military forces of the Western Federation; the country had previously had no army. In line with policies of the Femdom Party, this had been recruited as an all-female force. While not fully trained, the Commando Regiment proved its mettle by arresting the coup-makers and freeing Laura Cachon.

Reinstated as president, Laura wasted no time exploiting the turmoil in the aftermath of the coups. Ruling in a prolonged state of emergency, opposition MPs who had supported the coup were stripped of their seats and jailed along with other top coup makers. She could then count on a majority in the rump parliament to push through femdom legislation. All the typical reforms introduced by other Femdom governments were now applied in Costa Rica, and pushed several steps further:

	All schools in the country were to be run on Femdom principles 
	The penal system was changed to make femdom prison mandatory for male convicts. 
	Voluntary male slavery was recognised by the state, but the rules of slavery also being applied to existing marriages, with wives getting the same rights as Mistresses. 
	Males in high positions were rapidly replaced by women, and law-enforcement made into an all-female force within 4 years. 
	New elections were pushed back to 2252, and male suffrage was removed. 


The last point was loudly objected by the Western Federation, and resulted in Costa Rica getting expelled. The vote in 2252 saw the re-election of Laura Cachon by 60% and a clear Femdom Party majority in parliament. They had a mandate to consolidate the new femdom state – Earth’s first.

Normalisation of relations with the Western Confederation was sought in the following years, but it proved a slow process. Only in the 2290s, after several Western states had adopted Femdom state form, was Costa Rica readmitted into the Federation.

Other Countries

The period 2240-90 saw steady increase of acceptance of Femdom, both political and otherwise, across the west. It was however most pronounced in those countries that had high femdom influence in the school systems. These included Czechia, Japan, Venezuela, Germany and Netherlands, which all had femdom parties in government in part of this period.

In the 2290s several countries in the west that had clear Femdom majorities declared their countries femdom states. Starting with Sweden, UK, Australia, Czechia, Venezuela, Netherlands and Germany followed suit. With several important member of the Western Confederation becoming femdom states, it would mean the end of the confederation if they were to be expelled. Furthermore, they were loyal to the Western Confederation and part of its value consensus (excluding gender equality), and the Confederation grew to tolerate femdom states.

With this, also Costa Rica and Argentina were admitted into the federation. (A Costa Rican backed Femdom guerrilla managed to overcome the Argentinian regime in the 2280s and introduced the femdom state after its victory.)

2291: Hera’s diplomatic mission to Earth arrived in 2291, and stationed itself in Amazon City on Amazon Island (formerly Prince Edward Island). It quickly made contacts with the Femdom governments of Earth as well as the Western Confederation. The Hera – Western alliance was confirmed, and all friendly governments received privileged communication channels with Hera.

Hera was granted a permanent presence on Earth when the Femdom charter cities Amazon City, Tania City and Andromeda (founded 2260 on Amsterdam Island) all applied together to become a Queendom in the Heran Empire (grudgingly accepted by the nations claiming their small territory.)


Leda

The star system Tau Ceti

The star around which Leda orbits, Tau Ceti, is a star visible with the naked eye from Earth on the southern hemisphere, located in the constellation Cetus, or the Whale. The star is somewhat older and slightly smaller than our sun (Sol). It is located 11.9 light years (LY) away from Earth, and only 5.4 LY away from Epsilon Eridani with the planet Hera.

Distance from Sol: 11.9 LY

Mass: 0.91 Sol

Radius: 0.76 Sol

Energy Output: 0.53 Sol

In this story, Tau Ceti is assumed to have a planetary system as listed in the table below. The planets here denoted a- e probably exists, based on current understanding of the observations of this star. However, the nature of these planets apart from their mass and orbit is fictional. The outer planets f and g are purely fictional.

	Satellite	Orbit	Description
	Tau Ceti a	0.1 AU	Radiated rock, Mercury-like
	Tau Ceti b	0.2 AU	Radiated rock, Mercury-like
	Tau Ceti c	0.4 AU	Super-Earth, Venus-like
	Tau Ceti d	0.55 AU	Super-Earth, Hot terrestrial
	Tau Ceti e	1.35 AU	Small gas giant
	Asteroid Belt	3 AU	
	Tau Ceti f	5 AU	Small gas giant
	Tau Ceti g	15 AU	Small gas giant



The planet Leda

Tau Ceti d, which is named Leda in this story, is situated near the inner edge of the habitable zone around the star. The zone around Tau Ceti is closer to the star than in our own solar system. Leda’s orbit corresponds to somewhere between Venus’ and Mercury’s orbits around the sun.

The planet is much bigger than Earth with almost twice its radius and more than four times its mass. This gives Leda a surface gravity somewhat stronger than Earth’s.

Tau Ceti d (Leda)

Distance from star: 0.55 AU

Radius: 12,118km (1.9 Earth)

Mass: 2.6 x 1025 kg (4.3 Earth)

Gravity: 11.71 m/s2 (1.19 Earth)

Surface: 3.61 Earth

Rotation: 40h 3 min

Year:  94 days (157 Earth-days) Divided into 4 months of 23 or 24 days each.

Satellites: 2

Leda is a highly geologically active planet with plate tectonics like Earth. The planet’s surface is 32% covered by Water. Most of the water is contained in two separate oceans, but there are also several large lakes. Apart from islands in these water bodies, the land mass of the planet is contiguous.

The atmosphere contains 13% oxygen, 20% CO2 and 62% nitrogen. The atmosphere is thicker than on Earth – 215 kPa, and therefore the level of oxygen is sufficient for humans to breathe, but the CO2 level makes the atmosphere toxic.

Leda is hot – its mean temperature of 35 degrees Celsius, is 21 degrees over Earth’s. This is easily survivable, but makes the cooler polar regions the most attractive areas for colonisation.

There is native life on the planet, but only at microbial level. Leda’s high volcanic activity has caused regular extinctions that kept life at a primitive stage. Human colonists have however found evidence of more advanced (though not intelligent) life in the planet’s past.

Timeline until Year 133

Year 0 (Earth Year 2225): 5,000 colonists from the Western Confederation arrive on Leda and set up four colonies near the North Pole. Over the next years they build infrastructure, explore the planet, and start mineral extraction and terraforming. Their space ship is kept as an orbital base.

Year 14: A Chinese expedition of 5,000 arrives on Leda and set up three subterranean colonies near the South Pole. They also keep their ship as an orbital base. The Chinese and Westerners establish communications and go on developing different parts of the planet. Their cooperation is never close – an effect of their cold-war-like relationship back on Earth.

Year 72 (Earth Year 2256): Both expeditions’ populations are growing through natural increase and both are awaiting reinforcements from Earth for which they are building infrastructure. The two expeditions now each consist of 10 colonies and have large network of infrastructure, resource extraction and manufacturing.

The Western colonies have noted with worry that the Chinese are applying aggressive natalistic programs and their population is increasing noticeably faster than the Western. They also appear to be better armed than the situation calls for. As a response, the Western colonies institute their own population increase programs.

Technologies have significantly eased the work load of bearing and rearing children, and allows for annual population increases of 3%.

Year 79: A third expedition of 8,000 arrive on Leda. This is a multinational expedition funded by a mix of private groups and states. Its members are diverse, and intend to establish themselves as in several independent colonies after first building a common base.

Year 82: The multinational expedition has formed six independent colonies. Three are religious groupings, 2 Christian and one Muslim, each forming a colony of around 1,000 colonists. One colony of 2000 is Indian, and the remaining two, each of 1,500 are non-aligned.

Year 105: Western reinforcement ship arrives delivering 20,000 new settlers to the Western colonies.

Year 106: The Western colonies organise themselves into the ‘Union of Western Confederation Colonies on Leda’. This establishes the Western colonies as a state with a central elected government. The individual colonies do however retain significant powers and responsibilities.

Year 114: Chinese reinforcement ship arrives, delivering 25,000 new settlers to the Chinese colonies.

Year 133: A Heran expedition of 2500 colonists and 3500 slaves arrive on Leda and establish five colonies over the next year, with further build-out of infrastructure over the next years. Communications with other colonies were established a month before landing, taking the other Ledan colonies by surprise.


Situation in Year 133

Relations

There are two major powers on Leda when the Herans arrive, and these reflect the major powers on Earth.

The Union is made up of colonists from the Western Confederation, a political entity encompassing North America, Australia, most of Europe and parts of South America and littoral Asia. They are in a cold war with the Chinese.

Like the Union, the Herans are descended mainly from Western Confederation colonists from Earth, and the Herans are considered allies of the Confederation.  The Union is therefore cautiously welcoming of the Herans.

The Chinese, on the other hand, have a negative view of the Herans. Both because of their perceived alliance with the Westerners, and because of an earlier conflict with the Herans on Hera itself.

The Union

A population of 48,000 (of which 29,000 adult) is spread over 31 colonies and controls most of the northern polar regions. The Union has no standing security force, but can mobilise a militia of 3,000 with mostly light arms. They also have a deterrence in form of nuclear weapons delivered from an orbital platform – the colony ship on which they arrived.

The Chinese Colonies

54,000 Chinese (of which 36,000 adult) are spread over 40 colonies and controls the Southern polar region. They also control a portion of the northern polar region with two colonies.

The Chinese maintain a standing security force of 500, and can call on a further 12,000 with military training in case of mobilisation. They are well armed, and operate heavy weaponry. The Chinese also retain their colony ship as a nuclear bombardment platform.

The Independents

In addition to the major players, there are also a 3000 Indians in two colonies in the northern polar/middle latitudes, three religious colonies of about 2000 on southern middle latitudes, and finally two neutral colonies of 2000 each, one in the southern polar region and one in the northern polar region.

The Herans

The Herans lands in an unclaimed part of the Northern polar region. They establish five colonies – three tented surface colonies and two subterranean complexes.

All 2500 female colonists had received extensive military training before departing Hera.

They are organised such that a militia could be raised on quick notice encompassing nearly all of them. They would all be well armed with light and medium weapons, and the colony ship, the Freya, now serves as a nuclear armed orbital base.

The 3500 slaves were selected for skills and loyalty, but would not be armed in an emergency.

Communication with other star systems

All colonies on Leda are in communication with their mother nations through radio. They also occasionally receive new immigrants from their home nation, but due to the considerable cost and effort required to cross the vast distances of space, such events take place decades apart (in Earth Years).

The planet of Leda, and its parent star of Tau Ceti are located 11.9 light years from Earth and 5.4 light year from Hera. This gives the Herans much quicker communication with their home planet.

The technology level and cost consideration makes speeds of 20-40% of the speed of light typical for interstellar travel. Thus, a spaceship takes 30-60 (Earth) years to travel from Earth to Leda, and 13-27 (Earth) years to travel from Hera to Leda.


Map of Northern Polar Region of Leda
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Timeline From Year 133

Year 133-135: Frequent interaction and visits between the Herans and the other communities, especially the Westerners had made it clear to all the communities on the planet how severe the Heran practice of femdom was. Herans respected the rules of the other communities when on their turf and took care not to bring their slaves there. But visiting members of other communities could see first hand that slavery was real in the Heran colonies, and visiting men were required to show extreme humility. On a few occasions, insufficiently respectful males visiting from other communities had been caned or whipped before being expelled.  By 135, visitors were only women and men intrigued by the Heran society.

This led to a general cooling in relationships with the other communities, although the Herans found some sympathisers most places, intrigued by femdom. Some of these would migrate to the Heran colonies where they would get citizenship or join the ranks of the slaves, but a large fraction would be persuaded by the Herans to stay in their communities, acting as agents. (This also had the advantage of reducing the potential number of alien spies within their own ranks)

Year 135: Groups within several communities were arguing for forcing Herans to abandon slavery. Some of these were willing to take action, and in 136 a group from the Union colony Atlantis raided a Heran infrastructure construction party at a remote location. The party consisted of 2 lady supervisors and 9 slaves. As the group was armed and the ladies not, they could not stop the slaves being taken away.

This lead to a diplomatic crisis. The Herans demanded the slaves back and an apology. While the central Union leadership was willing to apologise, the government of the colony where the group was based did not agree to force it to hand the slaves back. (Even as the slaves expressed a desire to be returned – they were considered brainwashed.)

The Herans then took the matter into their own hands. A squad of 20 elite Amazons staged a commando raid into the colony where the slaves were held. They knew the location of their objective precisely thanks to informers, and they recovered all 9 slaves without any casualties on either side, save roughing up a few anti-slavery activists in the location that was raided.

The Union protested the violation of their territory. Diplomatic relations cooled further, and both sides started arming themselves.

A month later, another remote Heran construction party was raided by a group based in Union colonies. Two ladies were supervising seven slaves, but this time they were armed. The ladies opened fire on the attackers, killing one of them before one of the ladies was killed and the other retreated. The raiders then made it off with the 7 slaves, but did not get far. The surviving lady reported the incident immediately, and Amazons on rapid response duty managed to intercept the raiders. In the ensuing firefight two raiders were killed, four captured and the slaves were recovered.

As compensation for the raids and the loss of slaves, the Herans controversially decided to enslave the captured raiders. This led to more protests from Union colonies.

In the following months and years, skirmishes and raids would take place between Herans and anti slavery activists, mostly in remote locations. Both the Heran and Union governments tried to limit the conflict, but the inability and unwillingness of the Union government to rein groups operating from their colonies made it impossible to stop the conflict.

Year 136: With the threat environment on Leda in mind, the Heran colonists sent a signal to Hera asking for a significant military component in the reinforcements about to be sent. Later that year the Herans on Leda formed the Queendom of Leda on a model similar to the Heran queendoms, largely converting the existing expedition command structure into its equivalents in a civilan structure. Expedition commandress Tania Thorne was crowned Tania I of Leda on a term until Year 160, when a new queen would be elected for a 40-year term. The focus during her reign was:

	Ensure security of the colonies 
	Expand the infrastructure of the colonies, especially in preparation to receive reinforcements from Hera 
	Implement aggressive population expansion polices as perfected on Hera 


There were skirmishes throughout 136. The total tally for the year was:

	6 ladies killed 
	7 slaves killed 
	23 slaves abducted/escaped and not recovered 
	38 anti-slavery activists killed 
	42 anti-slavery activists captured 


The favourable rates for the Herans were mainly due to their superior training, organisation and armaments, but the skill of the raiders had been improving. As the Herans continued their policy of enslaving captured men, number of slaves actually increased.

Year 139: Raiding and skirmishing between the Queendom and anti-slavery activists continued at low intensity levels throughout 137-138 and early 139, as the Queendom made more precautions and anti-slavery activists showed more caution after earlier losses. Later in the year the intensity of the conflict picked up again as the anti-slavery side became more organised. Several big raids were mounted against Queendom outposts and installations. Most were beaten back by Amazons and Queendom militias, but some succeeded. Most of the successes were small scale, but they also included successfully overrunning a Queendom farm complex, freeing its slaves and capturing or killing all Lady Supervisors as well as destroying the infrastructure before withdrawing.

The score for 138-139 was

	19 ladies killed 
	8 ladies captured 
	11 slaves killed 
	53 slaves abducted/escaped and not recovered 
	71 anti-slavery activists killed 
	96 anti-slavery activists captured 


Net immigration made up for Queendom losses of citizen

Year 140: The main priority for the Queendom was to recover the Ladies captured in late 139 and to deal a blow to the reorganised anti-slavery organisation. The Union central government pledged that they would do everything to return the kidnapped Ladies should they be held on their territory. The Queendom was initially sceptical to this promise, but discovered later through their intelligence network that the Ladies and many slaves were indeed held outside Union territory. They were held in a secret subterranean base near the Chinese Northern colonies.

The Queendom then assembled its biggest military expedition yet with all 50 Amazons augmented by 50 militia. They travelled at ground level for days to cover the 3000 km to the enemy base to avoid detection, using 20 APCs. Once at the target they launched a surprise attack that quickly overwhelmed the defenders and used sleep-inducing gas to gain control of the subterranean base.

The Queendom had only one casualty against 16 of their enemy, and could free all 8 kidnapped ladies. In addition they recovered 35 lost slaves, and 296 captured activists, including 43 women. All were brought back to the Queendom colonies, where the captured males were enslaved, while the females were given the option to stay on probationary citizenship or leave.

The quick capture of the activist' main base completely compromised the activist organisation’s security. Two smaller secret bases were uncovered and subsequently raided over the next month – recovering a further 10 slaves and capturing 42 activists. With this, the anti-slavery organisation crumbled, rendering their activities only a nuisance over the coming years.

However, a new threat would emerge. It turned out that nearly a hundred of the captured activists were Chinese, and as soon as this became known to the Chinese colonial government, they issued strong protests and demanded their subjects returned. The Queendom refused, not wanting to allow the attacks on its colonies to go unpunished.

Queendom intelligence soon learned the Chinese planned more than verbal protests. The Chinese prepared for a military campaign to conquer the Queendom of Leda. Queendom informers were however able to give their mistresses a good picture of the Chinese plan. The standing Chinese force of 500, augmented by 700 auxiliaries was dispatched from its southern hemisphere bases to mount surprise attacks on the Queendom colonies in the north with the goal of capturing them. In the mean time, militias were to be mobilised in their colonies, especially the northern ones to provide additional security. The attackers would be brought near their target areas in dirigibles, which was the only feasible way of transporting a force of this size with their heavy equipment quickly. Even so, it would take 3 (40h)-days travel. When arriving, air support would be delivered by a small squadron of aircraft based in the northern colonies.

The Queendom learned of the attack 5 days before it was to be carried out and prepared accordingly. All citizens were given refresher military training, and the colonies were reinforced to make them more survivable and defensible under attack, and war stores were prepared. The tactical Chinese plan was not known, and the Queendom therefore aimed to block the most likely Chinese moves and to preserve a flexible and powerful force for counterattack.

At D-day, 13/2/140, Leda had organised more than 2000 of its citizens in its armed forces. The remaining citizens oversaw the running of the colonies and their infrastructure along with the slave population.

Lacking an airforce, the Queendom relied on SAM and high powered lasers to engage air targets. To maximise chances of engaging the invasion force while defenceless in the air, most Anti Aircraft batteries were placed around 100 km away from colonies on paths likely to be selected by the invasion force.

19 weapon systems were placed in ambush position, with a further 6 systems protecting each of the colonies.

Each colony was protected by a garrison company of around 150 ladies each, and another 20 made up Freya's crew, acting as observation/strategic bombardment platform.

The remainder of the Queendom force made up the Field Brigade. It consisted of

	The Amazons, acting as a mechanised elite recognisance/special forces unit 
	1 motorised artillery battery 
	1 armoured squadron (20 light armoured vehicles with powerful direct fire weapons) 
	3 Mechanized Infantry companies (15 vehicles each) 
	2 Motorised Infantry companies (20 unarmoured vehicles each) 
	Support company 


The field brigade was placed at a central location, stand-by to reinforce any colony or ambush point.

The Chinese departure from their southern bases was timed to happen when their bases were in the planet's shadow seen from Freya, and the northbound dirigibles were only detected shortly after passing equator one and a half days before D-day. From then on, they were tracked on their way to their destinations.

Early on D-day, the dirigibles split up – clearly three or four for each Queendom colony. The Chinese were aiming for a swift decapitation of the Ledan Queendom by occupying all colonies in one quick surprise attack. However, several of the attackers were moving towards Queendom AA ambush points.

Fighting started when Queendom Anti Aircraft weapons opened up on Chinese dirigibles passing overhead. In the space of one hour, three attack groups with a total of 10 dirigibles had been shot down. One motorised company of the field brigade was detached to deal with the remnants and any survivors of those forces. Within this time space, the Chinese attacked Freya with missiles, but they were detected and destroyed by point defence laser weapons.

At this point the Chinese plan started to change. Two of the attack groups landed their forces early in order to avoid ambushes while airborne, certain that they were strong enough to prevail over any ground threat. The two groups were 50 km from each other and 200 km from their target colonies. Reacting to intelligence from Freya, the field brigade started moving against this biggest of the remaining threats, 150 km away.

The final Chinese attack group acted more brazenly. The Chinese orbital platform located a poorly camouflaged Queendom AA battery in the attack group’s path, and directed already airborne support aircraft to strike against it. With the strike successful, the group commander decided to go airborne to within 20 km of his intended target, the tented city of Philonoe. With no further obstacles in their path, the Chinese group landed near Philonoe, and attacked the colony 3 hours later. While one mechanised company had been dispatched from the field force to reinforce Philonoe, this would not arrive for 6 hours, and the defenders were on their own.

The attackers quickly breached the tent and moved into the city, now exposed to the outside atmosphere. While quickly establishing a hold in part of the colony, further progress proceeded slowly and with high casualties as the Ledans fought ferociously from house to house. When Queendom reinforcements arrived 6 hours later, the Chinese, now reduced to 100 fighters controlled half the colony. The Ledan mechanised company attacked them from the rear, and the Chinese force soon found themselves besieged in the colony. With news that the overall attack had failed they surrendered.

In the meantime, the two Chinese groups that landed early combined to a 450 strong combat group moving on the colony of Phoebe, but were engaged 2 hours later by the Queendom field brigade. The brigade had been attacked from Chinese air elements shortly after it started moving and suffered some casualties, but these air attacks ceased when AA weapons withdrawn from their ambush positions were attached to the brigade as protection.

The Chinese were pre-warned of the coming engagement with the field brigade, but the ferociousness of the attack still came as a surprise. The Queendom soldiers were far better equipped than they were led to believe, and also more numerous. In addition, the militaristic Ledan Queendom had better trained and organised soldiers. The fight lasted for one and a half hour until the Chinese force was overrun and its remnants surrendered.

With the results of the battles clear to both sides, communication opened between the Queendom and Chinese governments. Both sides were keen to avoid a nuclear escalation, and agreed to ceasefire. The Chinese had been humiliated on the battlefield and lost their capability to wage offensive war. The Queendom had won the conflict, but had seen substantial damage to one of its colonies, and did not have the capability to make any substantial gains due to their lack of manpower. (Their current force levels could only be sustained for a few days.)

The ceasefire was made based on status quo, which included no territorial changes, but the Queendom kept a substantial number of captured soldiers, soon to be slaves.

The results of the battles were:

Philonoe:

33 ladies killed, 37 wounded

11 slaves killed

84 males killed

96 males captured

11 males escaped

Battle of the Field Brigade

29 ladies killed, 60 wounded

201 males killed

248 males captured

20 males escaped

Battles with air defences:

5 ladies killed, 2 wounded

438 males killed

102 males captured

In the aftermath of the Chinese attack, the Queendom was recognised as the dominant military power on the Northern hemisphere. The defeat of the cream of the Chinese military, hitherto considered the strongest military power on the planet, ensured the other powers would seek to avoid conflict. Together with the destruction of the anti-slavery organisation and now more vigorous discouragement of anti-Queendom activities by the Union government, this ensured the Queendom was left in peace and allowed to focus on internal development over the coming years.

However, all parties continued to strengthen militarily. The Queendom to maintain their dominance and to guard against new surprise attacks, the others to ensure they could stand up to the Queendom in a conflict.

Year 152: In the Union colonies of Atlantis and New California, female supremacists attempted democratic coups. In both colonies, female supremacists (both male and female) migrated to form concentrations and then sought election to colonial government. Governing councils of 15 members based on decennial elections ran both colonies. In both colonies, secret supremacists running on non-controversial platforms managed to obtain majorities in the governing councils. Once in power they shortly started to implement their own agendas. They changed colony laws to disenfranchise men, replaced all men in powerful positions with fellow female supremacists and lobbied for annexation into the Queendom of Leda.

In New California the coup succeeded. Amazons from the Queendom arrived to bolster femdom control of the colony, and Queendom laws and customs were quickly adapted. All males were enslaved. Females that were not involved in or supported to coup (by far the majority) could choose between staying or leaving, but most chose to stay, and would eventually convert to femdom as the benefits of the lifestyle became evident.

In Atlantis the coup failed. The local militia commander refused to obey the new laws and launched a counter-coup before the Amazons could arrive. The counter-revolutionaries took control of the colony, and the Queendom could not claim it

In the aftermath, New California was expelled from the Union and joined the Queendom of Leda. Relations between the Union and the Queendom reached a new low point.

Year 161: A new anti-slavery organisation had slowly built up over the preceding years and mounted occasional raids on the Queendom, though the activity was at a much smaller level than in it had been the late 130s. In 161 Queendom intelligence discovered several key persons in the new organisation were based in the neutral colony of Mount Hope, 1500 km from the nearest Queendom colony. Mount Hope had 2200 inhabitants and was home to a sizable number of femdom supporters (estimated to approach 100).

The newly elected queen Nicole I decided that an invasion to take over the colony should be launched. It was without formal allies and was militarily weak compared to the formidable Queendom. An invasion would do severe damage to the anti-slavery organisation and the invasion would also serve as an example to others who defied the Ledan Queen.

On 1/4/161 a force of 350 Queendom troops overran Mount Hope in less than two hours. The attack achieved complete surprise and few defenders were even given the chance to fight back. Mount Hope was then annexed by the Ledan Queendom and the femdom social order was enforced there. Women who objected were given the option to leave, whereas men were enslaved regardless of their consent. As in New California, most women chose to stay and eventually integrated in the Queendom.

The reaction from other powers was however sterner than the Queen expected. Both the Chinese and the Union threatened to use nuclear weapons to stop any further Queendom expansion through the force of arms.

The Queendom responded that it would retaliate against any attacks on its territories, citizen or their properties. They did however scale back their offensive operations over the coming years.

The conflicts between the Queendom and other colonies in this period had a polarizing effect on the other communities. Women, especially women with ambition or expressing any sympathy with the Queendom cause would be treated more suspiciously and sometimes be marginalised. This caused said women to increasingly sympathise with the Queendom, creating a feedback loop. The result was a substantial minority population in all the colonial communities that was ready to support the Queendom in future conflicts.

Year 184: The Heran reinforcement ship Frigg arrived in the Tau Ceti system in 2/184. Without intelligence sources on Hera, Union, Chinese and Neutral colonies did not have pre-warning and only became aware of the ship's arrival a month in advance as it was detected entering the Tau Ceti system. They reacted nervously upon learning that the ship delivered new Heran colonists to Leda, realising that it made the already dominant position of the Queendom stronger. There was however little they could do to prevent it, and the ship entered orbit around Leda and disembarked most of its 15,000 passengers. The Frigg itself would now take the role as a second orbital weapons platform.

The other communities were right to be nervous about this development. With the successful arrival of reinforcements, Queen Nicole authorised the execution of plans to extend the sovereignty of the Queendom to encompass the whole planet. These plans had been prepared over the two previous years with detailed knowledge of the reinforcements' composition. Thus, only about a month to acclimatise the new arrivals was needed before the plan could be executed.

The reinforcement provided the Queen with ready-to-use well trained military units, as they had trained extensively before departure from Hera in cryogenic freeze. The Frigg also carried most of their war equipment.

The newcomers thus augmented the Queendom’s forces with two mixed brigades of 3500 ladies each, equipped with a mix of armor and motorised transport as well as a small aviation unit for airlift and air support.

From the existing Queendom population, now bolstered by the first cohorts of native born Ledans, the most well drilled units were mobilised for the coming campaign. They were combined into three battalions totalling 1900 ladies, as well as the elite Amazons special forces unit, now with a strength of 150.

With these units mobilised, approximately half the Queendom’s citizen population was mobilised for offensive action. The remaining citizen population along with most slaves would keep the Queendom’s civilian society and supply chain for its army running. Due to the highly automated supply chain and production technology as well as accumulation of war stocks in preceding years, the Ledan Queendom could sustain war on this mobilisation level for several years.

The conquest of Leda

The opening move was the elimination of enemy nuclear deterrents. A male Queendom spy had infiltrated the Chinese military and had the fortunate position of monitoring the sensors of the Chinese orbital bombardment platform. This was exploited such that a shuttle with 20 Amazons could dock undetected at the Chinese orbital platform and take control over it and its weapons on 7/3/184. No similar opportunity presented itself with regard to the Union deterrent, but it was necessary to eliminate it at the same time as the Chinese platform to ensure maximum security. This was accomplished using mass drivers installed on Frigg. These quickly punctured the hull of the Western orbital in several places, quickly killing its crew.

With the nuclear threat out of the way, military operations on the ground commenced with lightening attacks on 6 bordering Union colonies and the 3 Chinese colonies in the Northern polar region. While all colonies were defended by standing military forces, they all fell by the end of the day due to surprise, and the numerical and qualitative advantages of the Queendom forces.

By the day’s end, remaining Chinese and Union colonies, reeling from the opening blows, were mobilising for war. At this point Queen Nicole informed the other governments on the planet of the her intention to bring all the planet under Queendom control in response to the repeated hostility from the other communities and their repeated violations of Queendom territory and property. She urged all other colonies to lay down arms and join the Ledan Queendom. Any colony that voluntarily laid down arms would be allowed to govern itself as long as it respected Queendom law and sovereignty as well as hosted Queendom security forces. Any colony that had to be subdued by force would have a new Queendom administration imposed upon it, and all males would be enslaved as property of the Ledan Queen.

The reaction to the Queen's offer was mixed. The Chinese, now limited to the southern hemisphere refused blankly. Most Western colonies were determined to fight, but four declared themselves open, taking the Queen’s offer. Another two were taken over by female supremacists in the chaos that ensued and asked for Queendom protection and support, which was extended immediately.

Three more Western colonies were attacked the next day. With prepared defenders, these proved substantially harder to take, and casualties mounted on both sides. By the end of 8/3/184, one had fallen and the two others were still contested.

9/3/184 saw the biggest battle in the war on the northern hemisphere. A Union relief force to the besieged colonies, 3000 man strong and the core piece of the Union military was ambushed by a Queendom brigade and annihilated in open terrain.

This demoralised the besieged colonies, as it was clear no relief would be forthcoming. Three more colonies were put under siege by the end of the day. On 10-11/3/184 most Union colonies took the offer of surrender for self-government. Only four colonies would fight it out till the end. They caused high casualties, but all fell by 21/3/184. As these colonies were reduced, forces were dispatched to invest the two Indian colonies on the Northern hemisphere and demand their surrender. Clearly outgunned, the Indians agreed to surrender in exchange for self-government. By the end of 3/184, no colony on the Northern hemisphere remained independent from the Queendom.

In the chaos that occurred as colonies surrendered, often without Queendom troops on the scene, thousands of defeated colonists, unwilling to surrender fled their colonies. The overwhelming majority of these were men, but they also included women, some voluntarily, others involuntarily. A substantial proportion of these would avoid immediate capture. They set up secret, independent colonies away from Queendom colonies and bases. In time they would evolve into a resistance movement.

The Queendom’s attention turned to the Chinese on the southern hemisphere. They had had far more time than the northern colonies to mobilise for war, and used this time to field a significant defence force of 12,000. Most of these troops were garrisoning 50 southern colonies (including the neutral colonies on the southern hemisphere), but a powerful reserve of 5,000 was kept as a reaction force. Having learned from earlier conflicts with the Queendom, Anti Aircraft weapons were placed in ambush positions in front of their colonies.

The Queendom was however aware of this danger. The southern attack had to be made with dirigible transportation due to distance, and it was decided to land the force well ahead of their targets. As many Queendom troops were tied in occupational duties in the Northern Hemisphere, the attack force that was landed 1000 km north of the Chinese controlled territory consisted of 1 brigade reinforced by 3 battalions and the Amazon unit.

At their landing point, the Queendom forces built a base for the coming campaign and proceeded south using ground level transport with Amazons scouting ahead.

The Chinese reacted by setting up ambushes in the Queendom force's path using elements of its reaction force. They were reluctant to commit to decisive battle after having observed how lopsided engagements between the Queendom main force and their enemies had turned out in the northern polar region.

The ambushes happening 14-15/4/184 had mixed success. It slowed the attackers down, but led to more Chinese than Queendom casualties. The core of the Chinese reaction force fortified in and around two colonies that appeared to be the target of the Queendom.

The first attack did however not happen there. Instead, another Chinese colony, 1500 km away became the first to fall as femdom sympathisers inside the colony helped Amazons infiltrate. The Amazons then proceeded to take out most of the defenders from their rear, and in the chaos the colony was overrun by an airmobile company dispatched from the Queendom main force.

16/4/184 the Queendom main force reached the colony S2. A rapid thrust towards the colony met heavy resistance and was repelled with some casualties. The Queendom forces then regrouped and started a more methodical advance and reduced defence positions systematically. While slower, this allowed the Queendom to capture the colony with less casualties by 19/4/184. Many Chinese fighters were able to withdraw to S3, where the rest of the Chinese main force was assembled. The Queendom forces did however not move on S3. Instead, they left a screen of 3 battalions to keep the Chinese forces bottled up and moved its combat brigade towards less well defended colonies, reducing them in turn with superior numbers. By 27/4/184 they had taken three colonies. The Chinese at S3 tried to break out but were beaten back by the Queendom screening forces. By now several Chinese colonies rebelled against their central government in order to surrender to the Queendom on more lenient terms. In a few more colonies defences were compromised by femdom supporters on the inside making their capture easier.

Year 185: By 15/1/185 half the Chinese colonies were in Queendom hands. The Queendom realised however that they could not take casualties anymore without compromising its ability to both attack enemy field forces and to hold colonies already taken. To finish the conflict quicker, they threatened to nuke resisting cities from 17/1/185. This provoked two more defections, but the remaining colonies held firm. A nuclear device was therefore released against S3. This destroyed the colony and the forces entrenched there, which includes most of the Chinese armed forces. The remnant of the force surrendered to a Queendom mop-up operation the next day. This was followed by the surrender of the remaining colonies to the Queendom, which was now effectively in control of the entire planet.

4/3/185: After consolidating its hold on the newly conquered colonies and populations the Queendom military moved to remove the final independent entities – the religious colonies on the southern middle latitudes. Company-sized Queendom units quickly took control of all of these colonies, after some fighting. Due to the levels of fanaticism/indoctrination found in the population of these colonies, the colonies were abandoned, and their population was forcefully dispersed to other parts of the planet. All males were enslaved, and women of these communities were subjected to reprogramming efforts in other colonies.

Year 186: In the years following the conquest of Leda, the Ledan state was reorganised. At the end of the war there were 76,000 citizens and 62,000 slaves on Leda. The low number of slaves was due to the disproportionate number of males casualties in the fighting as well as the large number of males fleeing the colonies in the aftermath of conquest. The citizens could be classified as follows:

	17,000 were native to Hera or the Ledan Queendom, and thus saw a female dominated society as natural. 
	24,000 were native to other colonies but supportive or neutral to femdom government and the Queendom, though generally new to its societal order. 
	30,000 were opposed to femdom government, but not actively resisting it. 
	5,000 were resisting 


About 40% of the new colonies in the Ledan Queendom were taken by force and were under the administration of the Queendom military. 60% had surrendered and were allowed to keep their government as long as Queendom law was imposed.

The self-governing colonies in the north were governed by elected councils. With the imposition of Ledan law, males were not allowed to vote or hold leadership positions, so new elections were held in most of them. These colonies followed very different paths depending on the government. In some colonies, femdom supporters came to power and implemented policies closely mirroring those of the Queendom. Other colonies sought to minimise the impact of femdom laws. A typical policy in these colonies were to assign most males in the colony to female owners who would allow them freedom and not treat them as slaves, thus circumventing Queendom laws.

Self-governing colonies in the south had been run in a centralised way by the Chinese, and were governed by one colony commander in a hierarchical manner. Where this post was held by a Lady, she was allowed to continue, and now called a Duchess. In most cases, a male had held the post, and in these cases he was replaced by a Lady supporting femdom. The southern colonies therefore ended up mostly following policies close to the central Queendom government.

All self-governing colonies were garrisoned by a force of 50-100 Queendom soldiers. These acted as a security forces and advisors in the new. They also ensured Queendom laws were enforced. They did usually also settle in the colonies and integrated into their societies. Over time, their influence would lead to faster acceptance of femdom in the new colonies.

The conquered colonies were also by garrisoned by Queendom units of similar sizes. In these cases, the Queendom soldiers also set up an administration on the Queendom model, with a Duchess as the colony's ruler. Duchesses in conquered colonies were exclusively Herans in the first 30-year terms, but later Duchesses were elected by the colony's citizens. These colonies generally had more citizens in resistance to the Queendom than other colonies, but with administration imposed by the central government, the resisters had limited influence on policy. As time passed, femdom gained more acceptance among these populations.

With the massive enlargement of the Ledan Queendom, it too was reformed. It was elevated to an Empire, and Nicole was crowned empress with her term still ending in 200. The realm was then divided into queendoms on the Heran model. Each queendom was be ruled by a queen, and sent representatives to a legislative imperial senate. The pre-conquest Ledan Queendom territories were made into two queendoms, the northern Chinese colonies merged into one small queendom, and the conquered Western colonies made a further two queendoms. The self-governing colonies in the north were given the option of integrating fully into the new empire by converting their colony governments into duchies and have duchies merge to form new queendoms. Most of the colonies did so over the next 40 years, forming three more queendoms.

The Chinese colonies in the south, almost all run by femdom supporters quickly agreed to annexation and formed six new queendoms.

In the aftermath of conquest, the number of slaves per citizen was low, especially by Heran standards. While coming generations would eventually correct the imbalance, measures were taken to address the situation in the medium term. State slaves were sold to the public in only very small numbers in order to increase the state slave stock so that more slaves were available for common benefit and enjoyment.

High taxes were imposed on owning more than one slave – this encouraged a more equitable distribution of slaves. It was also encouraged for female couples to take one slave under common ownership.

The shortage of slaves meant they fetched high prices, and this encouraged some ladies to set themselves up as slave huntresses, hunting for feral males that escaped in the aftermath of conquest. Their efforts were augmented by the Amazons, also hunting for feral males in their mission to eliminate outside threats to the femdom state.

All artificial reproduction programs were put under imperial control. All citizens were free to reproduce, but would also be required to contribute their genetic material to an imperial run program, that sought to rapidly increase the population of citizens and slaves. The children of these programs were raised in carefully controlled environments that would fully prepare them for life in a femdom society. This program mirrored the population increase program of the pre-conquest Ledan Queendom on a larger scale. The scale of the program was made as large as possible without giving non-femdom elements influence. This program was to cement femdom supporters’ hold on power in the Ledan Empire through sheer numbers.

Year 195: News that additional immigrants had left Earth for Tau Ceti was received on Leda.  A large transportation ship, traveling at 0.4c was on its way, carrying 40,000 migrants intending to settle in the now defunct Union colonies.

Year 200: Deanna I was elected empress of Leda

Year 202: Leda asked Hera for reinforcements of citizens and especially slaves.

Year 228: With the Ledan population largely assimilated into femdom ways, the population expansion program was expanded to allow a higher population growth rate.

Year 237: The transport ship from Earth approaches Tau Ceti system, staring deceleration. The ship’s commander is aware that all of Leda is under control of the female supremacist Herans due to news messages from Earth and Leda, and is reluctant to settle his expedition on Leda under its femdom regime. But in reality, he has little choice. The ship does not have equipment for creating new colonies, so moving on to another destination is not an alternative.

As the ship enter Ledan orbit, Amazons board the ship and place male crew members in chain. The still cryogenically frozen colonists are brought down to the planet and unfrozen. Males are then placed in slave training programs, and females in femdom induction programs.

Year 238: Radio traffic from Earth indicated a Chinese reinforcement ship enroute to Tau Ceti had been ordered rerouted on the news of the fall of the Chinese colonies to the Queendom. According to its new orders, the incoming ship were now to slingshot through the Tau Ceti system at high speed.

Year 240: Deanna II was elected empress.

Year 249: A reinforcement ship from Hera arrived on Leda carrying 5000 ladies and 20,000 slaves.

Year 250: With the slave population approaching twice the citizen population, laws were passed to guarantee all Lady Citizen the right to own at least one slave. Taxes on larger slave ownership are relaxed.


Combined Timeline
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