IN THE LATE 22ND CENTURY, THE COMBINED
EFFECTS OF OVERPOPLILATION, POLITICAL
TURMOIL, AND ECOLOESICAL COLLAPSE LED
TO THE RISE OF OFFWORLD COLONIZATION.

MASSIVE ARKS FLLL OF HOPEFLIL COLONISTS
TOOK TO THE STARS B8Y THE HLUNDREDS, BOLIND
FOR DISTANT BUT THEORETICALLY
INHABITABLE EXOPLANETS IN FAR-FLLNG
SOLAR SYSTEMS.

MANY OF THESE CELESTIAL PILGRIMS WERE
RPELIGIOUS ZEALOTS FROM THE CHRISTIAN
STATES OF AMERICA. WITH THEIR COUNTRY
DECIMATED 8Y YEARS OF VICIOUS CIVIL WAR,
CITIZENS Of THIS CRUMBLING THEOCRACY
NOW SOUGHT TO SPREAD THEIR ORTHODOXY
TO NEW WORLDS AND FIND THE PROMISED
LAND AT LAST...

MUTHERSHIP

WORDS + ARPT BASED ON A STORY BY
PECASLUS RPAWLY RPAWLS




THE SHEPARPD FAMILY
(PARENTS, CHILDREN AND SPOUSES)

DR, ISAAC
SHEPARD

HUMILITY MASON JACOB CHRISTIANA RICHARD
SHEPARD SHEPARD SHEPARD SHEPARD- WINTHROP
WINTHROP

ALL CHARACTERS DEPICTED IN THIS STORY
APE 18 YEARS OF AGE OrRP OLDER.




CHAPTER ONE
S




KOFF . : v,
KOFF mom> \ ANYONE? GREETINGS.
DAD?P | > HELLO? JACOB SHEPARD.
~ 7 ] — ‘ 2 ‘
: - . = I AM EVE. YOUR
a ) ONBOARD AI.
N
S P
A s >= 22 HOW MAY I
LN \ {/ ASSIST YOU?
= X

\

1., | THINK I SCANNING. ..
I'M SICK... _
AT QNFOOMUQNLDIES
WRONE '
WITH ME? - -
YOU HAVE

MUTAGENIC ALKALOIDS
MULTIPLYING IN YOUR
CARDIOVASCULAR
SYSTEM.

SEEK MEDICAL
ATTENTION
IMMEDIATELY.

WE HAVE NOT
YET ARRIVED AT
NEW CANAAN

COLONY.

MUTAGENIC...
W-WHAT?

N\
YOU WISH TO —
PREMATURELY AWAKEN
YOUR IMMEDIATE
FAMILY UNITS?

o~

B Q
CONFIRM [ —
Y/N

71

EVE, TAKE...
TAKE MY FAMILY
OUT OF cryO/




JACOB?

JACOB?




JACORB
HONEY, APE
YOU AWAKE?

~ ACCORDING TO THE N AND YOU HAD

Hi, DAD...

EVERYBODY..,

W-WHAT...
HAPPENED?

SHIP LO&, YOU HAD EVE PULL US
SOME KIND OF MEDICAL . ALL OUT OF
EMERGENCY...

EVE SAID
THERE WAS
SOMETHING IN
MY BLOOD-
STREAM...

BUT... WHERE
APE WEP HOW
FAR AWAY IS
NEW CANAAN?

REMAINING
TRAVEL TIME:
63 YEARS.

47 DAYS.
16 HOURS.




P e Y

I DIDNT--

I DION'T

IT'S OKAY,

IE.. IF [
KNEW..,

PANICKED,

MASON,
CHRISTIANA...
| NEVER WOULD
HAVE WOKEN YOU
OR... OR ANYBODY!

HONEY. YOoU

IT'LL BE ALRIGHT,
THIS IS THE PATH
THE LORD CHOSE

WE CAN DEAL WITH
THE CRYOSLEEP
ISSLE LATER.

PIGHT NOW I'M
MORE WORRIED
ABOUT WHATEVER'S
IN Your 8LOOD,

THE LO&G SAYS
YOU WERE GIVEN
SUPPLEMENTAL
INOECTIONS RIGHT
AFTER LALINCH...
SOME SOPRPT OF
EXPERIMENTAL...
FERTILITY DRLIE?

IT’S NOT CLEAR
WHY Or WHO GAVE
THE ORPDER...







OH,
HEAVENLY
FATHER,
NO..,

DOCTOR
SHEPARD.

EVERYONE
CLEAR THE
RPOOM/

EVE,
ADMINISTER
A SEDATIVE—-
NOow!/




CAN You
HEAR MEP




WE MOVED YOU
OUT OF MED BAY
ONcCE you
STABILIZED,

WE’'RE IN ONE OF
THE EMPTY CABINS
ON DECK 12,

. WITH EVERYONE

D ELSE STILL IN

CRYOSLEEF, THERE
\ ARE PLENTY OF

VACANT ROOMS.

~ |
N SN N )

BETTER, [
HOW... GUESS...
ARE You

FEELING?

STILL...
WEIRD,
THOUGH,

EPR...
ABOUT
THAT,

YOUR FATHER
AND HUMILITY
ARPE LOOKING
INTO IT.

WE '@E NOT
SURE WHAT
THAT prU& DID
TO you, eUT...




T
FEELS SO
WEIRD...

JAKE,

TOUCHING
YOURSELF?

Aee you.., |

| CAN'T
HELP IT...

IT’s...
THROBBING
50 HARD...

OH,
SWEETIE...

DPON'T..
DO-DON'T
DO THAT...

I KNOW...
IT'5 A SIN...

IT HELPS
WITH THE




OH HONEY,
I'M 50RPY...

THE WAY IT
PULSES 15...
LUN&ODLY...

AND YOUR...
TESTICLES...
50 SWOLLEN...

{(,)/@\

IT HURTS...

NOTHING
FEELS

I THINK
YOLU BETTER
STOP NOW...

9,

IT FEELS LIKE
IT NEEDS TO...
PELEASE...

IF | DON'T,
IT'LL JUST
KEEP.,
HURTING...

OH LOPD..

EVE, LOCK
THE DOOR,

/

gf
YES. MARY
SHEPARD.

1\ |

THERE, HONEY,
NOW YOU HAVE

SOME PRIVACY..,

DO WHAT
YOU NEED

I'LL 60 GET
A TOWEL TO...
CLEAN UP.




MOM, I...
| THINK IT'S
GROWING...

I'M...
I'M CLOSE...

-/: M

in

I SHOULD.,,
PROBABLY
LEAVE you

ALONE...

UNLESS... IN
YOoUr CONDITION, S—
YOouU MIGHT NEED

SOMEONE TO
MONITOR YOU..,

wILL ;’Om

LET ME
SEE YOUR

f.. | DON'T
KNOW WHAT
TO DO...




I'M your
MOTHER,
NOT..

OH,
&0p...

JUsT
FINISH,
JAKEY.,,

FINISH

FOR
ME../

JAKEY, JUST

[ DON’T KNOW HAPPEN...

WHY | ASKED

LETIT

LETIT ALL
OUT.. FOr
MOMMY...

WATCH IT
COME OUT...

AALIHHHH
AAOOOHH ).

OH, MY
0D,

OH, MY
800D,







MOM, AM I...
HAVE | SINNED?

q I'M 60INE
TO 80 RINSE
THIS OUT.

I ONLY WANT TO 6ET
TO NEW CANAAN
AND FULFILL OUR

MISSION...

WHY DON’'T

YOU TRY AND

GET SOME
PEST?

| DON'T WANT
&0D TO PEJECT
ME FOR THIS...

~ \%
=
HUSH, BABY,
IT'S ALRIGHT.
DON'T worry
ABOUT THAT. 800

LOVES You.

NOTHING WILL
CHANGE THAT

e

ELIGHH )

oy







ARE YOou

OKAY, MOM?P I'M

JUST FINE,

IT SOLNDED SWEETIE.

LIKE YOou
WERE...

o ——

BUT FROM NOW \
ON | WANT you
TO ONLY DO THAT
WHEN YOU'RE
ALONE, OkKAY?

COUGHING OR
SOMETHING IN
THERE...

// ‘M BOINE TO
G0 SEE WHAT

YOLR FATHER'S

FOLIND OUT
ABOUT YOoue...

?CONDIT/ON,

NOWw, TRY
TO SLEEP.

DON’T TELL DAD
WHAT HAPPENED,
OKAY?

S

IT'LL BE
OuR LITTLE

LOVE YoUu,




