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S0, ME. BRAD, 29 YEARS OLD,
WITH A LAW DEGREE AS YOUR LATEST EDUCATION,
IT SEEMS LIKE YOU ARE INDEED WELL-EDUCATED.
ALSO, THERE'S NO CRIMINAL RECORD.

BUT I'M SORRY, MR. BRAD...
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BUT AFTER CAREFLL CONSIDERATION,
IT SEEMS THAT WE CANNOT ACCEPT YOUR JOB

APPLICATION AT THIS TIME. WE ARE CURRENTLY

SEEKING SOMEONE WITH EXPERIENCE
IN THE FIELD OF MARKETING.

WAIT A MOMENT, SIR. BUT I HAVE
ALSO WORKED AS A SALESPERSON
FOR SEVERAL MONTHS.

I BELIEVE THAT SHOULD BE CONSIDERED.
PLUS I'VE SUCCESSFULLY MANAGED A FEW
CAMPAIGNS IN MY PREVIOUS JOB.




BRAD.
M SORRY.
I WILL
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PLEASE, SIR
I REALLY NEED THIS JOB

STRIVE TO ADAPT TO THIS JOE.
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WE ARE SORRY, MR. BRAD.
HGWE‘U’EE OUR DECISION IS FINAL, AND WE ARE
CONFIDENT THAT YOU WILL FIND A BETTER
JOB OPPORTUNITY ELSEWHERE.

- WELL, T HOFPE YOU FIND
( THE EMPLOYEES YOU'RE LOOKING FOR. I'VE WASTED
MY TIME COMING ALL THE WAY HERE!
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LATER AT HIS APARTMENT




HOW DID IT 60, BABEF
THE INTERVIEW?




OH, UM I'M SORRY, ILSA.
ANOTHER REJECTION. THEY WANT SOMEONE
WITH MARKETING EXPERIENCE.
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IT'S REALLY TOUGH - &
FINDING A JOB THESE DAYS.
- T
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YOU KNOW THAT THE RENT
IS OVERDUE, RIGHT? AND I'M DROWNING
IN BILLS.

T

MY SALARY IS ONLY ENOUGH
FOR OUR PAILY NEEDS, WE CAN'T KEEP
LIVING LIKE THIS, BRAD!




YOU KNOW

A WALK IN THE PAEK.

FINDING A JOB IN THIS CITY IS NOT

I'M TRYING, ILSA.
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I KNOW, BUT WE CAN'T IGNORE
THE REALITY. WE'RE DROWNING,
AND I NEED YOU TO STEP UP.




STEP UP!? I'M DOING
MY BEST HERE! YOU THINK I ENJOY
BEING UNEMPLOYED?

r
—i. i
STEE

s i

I'M NOT SAYING
YOU'RE NOT TRYING, BRAD. IT'S JUST...
WE'RE RUNNING OUT OF TIME!
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IF WE DON'T PAY THE RENT
BY NEXT WEEK, WE'LL BE IN BIG TROUBLE.

~

SO, YOU HAVE TO FIND THE MONEY TO PAY FOR IT,
NO MATTER WHAT. I'M COUNTING ON YOU, BABE. _
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LATER THE NIGHT =
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I HEARD YOU HAD ANOTHER
INTERVIEW TODAY? 50, HOW DID IT 607
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IT'S JUST ONE REJECTION

AFTER ANOTHER, TYS. I'M STARTING
TO LOSE HOPE.

NOT TO MENTION OLUR
APARTMENT RENT, WHICH IS THREE MONTHS
OVERDUE AND HASN'T BEEN PAID.



YOU KNOW, I HEARD THERE'S
A CONSTRUCTION JOB OPENING LUP NEAR
MY WORKPLACE. THEY'RE HIRING, AND THE PAY
IS PECENT. PLUS, IT'S A WEEKLY PAYOUT.

CONSTRUCTION?
I HAVEN'T DONE THAT BEFORE.




- TRUST ME, IT'S NOT AS BAD AS
IT SOUNDS. THEY NEED HANDS, AND THE PAY
: IS GOOD. BESIDES, IT'S A START.

- _ .

HUHZ WELL, IF IT PAYS THE BILLS,
I'M WILLING TO GIVE IT A SHOT.




_— —
DEFINITELY, MATE. THEY'RE LOOKING

FOR PEOPLE URGENTLY. COME BY TOMORROW,
AND YOU MIGHT JUST LAND YOURSELF A JOB.

> THANKS, MAN. I APPRECIATE :
THE LEAD. T'LL CHECK IT OUT TOMOEROW AND : e
3 SEE IF IT'S A GOOD FIT. ~
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ONE WEEK LATER
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—— g DAMN TYSON!  ~~=~o__
) ‘ HE DIDN'T SAY THAT THE JOB 3
“..__ WOLLD BE THIS EXHAUSTING. __.~ % &
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. HELLO SIR, CAN | HELP YDD

s e Y
QE;M HERE FOR MY PAYCHECK.
_\.‘h '
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OH SIR, IT SEEMS LIKE YOU HAVEN'T
HEARD THE LATEST ANNOUNCEMENT.

I,E ] ; a L i

D, WE'VE RUN INTO SOME FINANCIAL ISSUES,
AND WE'RE GQING TO HAVE TO DELAY THE WEEKLY PAY.,

YOU'LL GET IT AT THE END OF THE MONTH. .
: - '
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THIS- THIS IS UNACCEPTABLE! I'VE BEEN
WORKING HARD, I EVEN HAD TO WORK OVERTIME.
AND NOW I NEED TO GET PAID ON TIME.
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WE UNDERSTAND YOUR SITUATION,
JUST LIKE EVERYONE ELSE. WE'RE ALL
DEALING WITH FINANCIAL STRAIN HERE.
IT'S A TOUGH TIME FOR EVERYONE.

- -

THIS IS RIDICULOUS! T HAVE BILLS TO PAY,
AND I CAN'T WAIT LUNTIL THE END OF THE MONTH.
YOU CAN'T DO THIS.




OHH GREAT!

MAYBE THIS JOB ISN'T FOR YOLU.

LOCK, IF YOU CAN'T HANDLE THE SITUATION,




BACK AT HIS APARTMENT
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= JUST WHAT I NEEDED, e
\_  FIRED AND WITH RENT DUE. FANTASTIC. ) -
BT iy
THIS IS A NIGHTMARE. -
‘ HOW AM I GOING TO GET THE MONEY y |

IN SUCH A SHORT TIME?
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'--""NO, | CAN'T LET THIS BE THE END. ~~<{

b

‘ /’ BUT WHERE DO I EVEN START? 7
©\  UNEMPLOYMENT AND BILLS STACKING UP

L

>~ LIKE A TOWER READY TO COLLAPSE.
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OH GREAT, -
WHAT SHOLULD I SAY TO HER?
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BRAD! YOU WON'T BELIEVE Y
WHAT HAPPENED TODAY! , 7/, |

~N




"1 GOT IT! T EINALLY GOT THE CHANCE
! 10O JOIN A MEETING WITH THE CLIENT
D, OLT OF TOWN, ALONGSIDE MY BOSS!

THAT’'S INCREPIBLE, ILSA!
CONGRATULATIONS! THIS COULD BE
A GAME-CHANGER FOR YOUR CAREER.




YOU KNOW HOW THESE
THINGS GO, RIGHT? IT COULD LEAD TO
A PROMOTION OR SOMETHING BIG.
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SO, WHEN ARE YOU 1
» GOING TO LEAVE TOWN? |
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TOMORROW! THE FLIGHT IS IN THE MORNING,
SO I HAVE TO PREPARE EVERYTHING TONIGHT.

CH YEAH, I JUST REMEMBERED!
BY THE WAY, TODAY IS YOUR PAYDAY, RIGHT?




THE MONEY IS READY, RIGHT?

OH WELL, | COULDPN'T MAKE IT, ILSA.
AND TO MAKE MATTERS WORSE, THEY'VE DELAYED
THE PAYCHECKS. I'M OUT OF A JOB.

Y. . -




OHH WAIT WAIT, CALM DOWN.
WE CAN'T AFFORD TO LOSE THE APARTMENT.
MAYEE YOU CAN BORROW SOME MONEY
FROM TYSON?
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I ALREADY ASK HIM,
BUT HE’S STRAPPED FOR CASH TOO.
COLILDN'T HELP ME OUT.

HOW ABOUT YOU? DO '
YOU HAVE ANY LEFTOVER MONEY THAT
MIGHT BE ENOUGH TO COVER IT?




I DON'T HAVE THAT. MY MONEY
IS TIGHT FOR OUR EXPENSES UNTIL THE END OF
THE MONTH, NOT TO MENTION FOR THE UPCOMING
TRIP OUT OF TOWN.

SO, HOW ELSE CAN WE GET
THE RENT MONEY FOR TOMORROW?




HOLD ON, LET ME THINK.
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HMMM, I THINK | HAVE AN IDEA, BUT
IT'S CRAZY... AND SOMEWHAT IMPOSSIBLE TO
PULL OFF. BUT IT'S WORTH A SHOT.




DO YOU KNOW HOW TO MAKE KEPORTS,
COMPILE DATA, AND PERFORM OTHER TASKS RELATED
TO ADMINISTRATION, RIGHT?

™~

OF COURSE, THAT'S EASY FOR ME.
SO, WHAT'S THE IDEA?
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WELL, WHAT IF... WHAT IF YOU TOOK OVEER
MY POSITION AS THE SECRETARY WHILE I'M AWAY?
I KNOW IT'S UNCONVENTIONAL.

= BUT IT MIGHT JUST WORK.
B THE SECRETARY HAS TO BE A WOMAN, AND YOU'LL NEED
TO DRESS THE PART TEMPORARILY.

YOU HEARD ME, AND THE GOOD THING IS,
THERE'S AN EARLY SALARY PAYMENT, SO THAT
MONEY CAN GO TOWARDS PAYING OUR RENT.
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DRESS UP AS A WOMAN!? pr—
ILSA, THAT'S ABSLIRD! | CAN'T DO THAT! g SN
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= C'MON BRAD, YOU KNOW THAT
WE'RE RUNNING OUT OPTIONS. /WS
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AND AS I SAID EARLIER,
THIS IS WORTH A SHOT.




LATER AT NIGHT

GO0D, SINCE YOU'VE SHAVED
YOUR BEARD, LEG HAIR, AND EVERYTHING ELSE.
LET'S MOVE ON TO THE NEXT STEP.




WAIT A MINUTE! YOU
HAVEN'T TOLD ME HOW LONG I HAVE TO
PRETEND TO BE THE SECRETARY?

N




CAN'T SAY FOR SURE, MAYBE 3-5 MONTHS.
IT DEPENDS ON THE CLIENTS, YOU KNOW THAT.




WHAT!? FIVE MONTHS?
ARE YOU KIPDPING ME?

WHAT IF SOMEONE
FIGURES OUT I'M A MAN?

&




WELL, THEN IT DEPENDS ON HOW

CONVINCING YOU ARE AFTER I DRESS
YOU UP AS A WOMAN.

UGH I'M GETTING MORE \ |
AND MORE UNCERTAIN ABOUT THIS PLAN. !



WELL, IF YOU HAVE A BETTER PLAN,
JUST GO AHEAD.

BUT RIGHT NOW,
THIS IS THE BEST CHANCE WE'VE GOT.
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*SIGH®
ALRIGHT, ALRIGHT.
LET'S GET ON WITH IT.

00D,
BUT FIRST, PUT THIS ON.



SOME TIME LATER

WHAT IS THIS, ILSA?
N

I THOUGHT YOU WEERE GOING TO

MAKE ME UP LIKE A SECRETARY, NOT LIKE...
A FITNESS INSTRUCTOR




IT HELPS ME TO KNOW YOUR
MEASUREMENT, SO I CAN PICK OUT CLOTHES
THAT FIT YOU FOR TOMORROW.




AND BY THE WAY,
WHAT'S THIS? IT LOOKS SO REAL.

THAT'S CALLED A BREAST PAD.
JUST MAKE SURE NO ONE SQUEEZES YOLR
BREASTS, SO IT DOESN'T COME OFF.

IT'S SAFE THEN, BECAUSE
I'M SURE NO MAN WOLLD BE INTERESTED
IN DOING THAT.



WHAT ABOUT THIS CUTE, ROUND,
AND BIG BUTT? I'M SURE THERE WILL BE
MEN INTERESTED IN SQUEEZING IT.

HEY, STOP IT! ' > - N
STOP PLAYING AROLIND, ILSA. . S -

~
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HAHAHA
ALRIGHT, ENOUGH CHIT-CHAT.
NOW, LET ME FIX YOUR HAIR FIRST.

[




I'LL ALSO APPLY SOME HAIR
OIL TO MAKE YOUR HAIR LOOK
SMOOTHER AND SHINIER.

HAIR OIL, HUH? I'VE NEVER ___
USED THAT IN MY ENTIRE LIFE.

V




Rt

6&, IT'S DONE!
@T DO YOU THINK?




WEIRD?
IT LOOKS GOOD, YOU KNOW.

QFEELS werED

By




NOW TURN AROUND,
AND LET ME DO YOURE MAKELUP.
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SOME TIME LATER

ALRIGHT, APPLYING FOUNDATION IS DONE.
NOW I'LL BE SHAPING YOUR EYEEROWS TO
SHAPE THEM INTO A MORE FEMININE ARCH.




OLICH!!
I NEVER THOUGHT IT WOULD
EE THIS PAINFLUL.




BEAUTY HAS IT'S PRICE,
NOW, LET'S MAKE THOSE E

BRAD.
YES POP.




EYELINER ENHANCES
THE FEMININITY, TRUST ME.

THIS WILL ADD DEPTH AND MAKE
YOUR EYES MORE CAPTIVATING.




NOW FOR THE FINISHING TOLCH.
| GOT TO ADMIT THAT YOUR LIPS ARE
NATURALLY PLUMP, BRAD.
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" AND THIS LIPSTICK WILL
MAKE THEM EVEN SEXIER




I NEVER THOUGHT I'D BE
DISCUSSING THE SEXINESS OF MY LIPS.




SO, HOW DO | LOOK, ILSA?
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YOU HAVE TO SEE IT FOR YOURSELF, BRAD!




-
THE NEXT MORNING . | ]

E

BRAD! HAVE YOU FINISHED GETTING READY?
MY TAXI WILL BE HERE SOON.




QAIT A MGMErD
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; JUST WITH A LITTLE MAKEUP
‘.. AND A CHANGE OF HAIRSTYLE...

e

-




1 PLUS, WITH MY BIG ASS, T
MY BODY LOOKS... CURVY. _
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<" WELL, LOOKS LIKE | CAN PASS ™~ 4
‘ AS A PRETTY HOT WOMAN- *

BRAD!!
LET'S GO! | CAN'T BE LATE!
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YUP!
JUST A BIT MORE, ALMOST DONE.
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ALRIGHT, -
\,__TIME TO PUT ON THE CLOTHES. _ ," |
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o HMMM, ILSA SAID THAT -H""w
*  ONLY A FEW OF HER CLOTHES FIT
MY BODY MEASUEEMENTS

-
.-"-
o I
--_'----_-_-"---_




-7 WHAT IF ALL THOSE CLOTHES GET USED UP?
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I COULDN'T AFFORD
TO BUY A NEW CLOTHES.
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HMMM MAYBE I SHOULD =~
SLIM DOWN MY BODY. il
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e UGGHHH! B | |

SO MUCH EFFORT I'VE TO PUT IN. :




THERE YOU ARE! '- ' " n—




JUST LOOK AT YOU, GIRL!
YOU LOOK STUNNING.

WELL,
WHO WOULD HAVE THOUGHT?

g




YOUR VOICE IS THE ONLY THING
LEFT THAT DOESN'T MATCH YOUR LOCKS.

TRY SPEAKING WITH
A HIGHER AND SOFTER TONE.



NOT BAD! JUST NEED
PRACTICE AND GETTING USED TO IT.
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OH BRAD...
I'M GOING TO MISS YOU.

I'LL MISS YOU TOO, ILSA.

AND WE'LL SEE AGAIN IN LIKE...
EHM FIVE MONTHS??
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@, FIVE MDNTD
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OH I ALMOST FORGOT,
ONE TIP FROM THIS SENIOR SECRETARY,
DON’'T FLIRT WITH EVERY HANDSOME
MAN YOU MEET IN THE OFFICE.
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OH ILSA,
YOU JUST RUINED THIS
ROMANTIC MOMENT. |

& —

OH BRAD, DON'T YOU FORGET
THAT RUINING ROMANTIC MOMENTS
IS MY SUPERPOWER?
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UPON ARRIVING AT THE OFFICE
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/ DON'T TELL ME THEY
SR, ARE AWARE THAT I'M A MAN!?
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@NDEE IF SHE'S LOST OR SOMETHING.

-
@BE SHE'S JUST NERVOUS. FIRST DAY AND ALL.
_--_-—l‘-"‘-“-—h.

@ SHE’S QUITE PRETTY, ISN'T SHD
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BELLA, RIGHT?

C PLEASE HAVE A SEAT. )
' . .
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I'M DENIS, THE MANAGER.
WELCOME TO THE TEAM, BELLA.

THANK YOU, ME. DENIS.
I'M... ADJUSTING TO EVERYTHING.




DON'T WORRY, WE'VE ALL BEEN
THERE. LET ME BRIEF YOU ON THE TASKS
YOU'LL BE HANDLING.

YOU'LL BE HANDLING A VARIETY OF TASKS,
FROM DOCUMENT MANAGEMENT TO SCHEDULING
MEETINGS. IT MAY SEEM OVERWHELMING AT FIRST,
BUT YOU'LL GET THE HANG OF IT.
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T'LL DO MY BEST, MR. DENIS.
T APPRECIATE YOLIR GLIDANCE.




AND REMEMBER, BELLA. IF YOU EVER NEED
A BREAK FROM THE CHAQS, I'VE HIDDEN A SECRET STASH
OF CHOCOLATE IN THE BOTTOM DRAWER.

I'LL KEEP THAT IN MIND, MR. DENIS.
A CHOCOLATE STASH SOUNDS LIKE
A LIFESAVER IN A PLACE LIKE THIS.

WELL, AT LEAST
HE GOT A SENSE OF HUMOR.




——— £

- W BELLA, T NEED YOU T
HANDLE THE PHOTOCOPYING FOR
THESE DOCUMENTS.

—_—

COPY THIS DOCUMENT ON
THE PRINTER NEXT TO THIS DESK AND
THEN HAND IT OVER TO MR. ETHAN.




SURE, MR. DENIS. T
I'LL TAKE CARE OF IT RIGHT AWAY. _/

e B

DETUNATEL“:’,
THIS JOB IS SUPER EASY.







IS THERE ANY ISSUE, BELLA?

NO, 5Ik, EVERYTHING IS FINE.
IT'S JUST THAT I HAVEN'T USED
A PRINTER IN A LONG TIME.
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THIS NEW SECRETARY,

DESPITE APPEARING A BIT CLUMSY, “;r

-

BUT HAS QUITE THE FIGURE.
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OH GREAT! MY MANAGER IS NOT
ONLY A LOUSY COMEDPIAN BUT ALSO A PERVERT.




MR. DENIS~

I'VE FINISHED WITH THE DOCUMENT. IN WHICH

ROOM CAN I DELIVER IT TO MR. ETHAN?Z

MR. ETHAN IS IN THE ROOM
AT THE FAR END, ON THE 10TH FLOOR.

DH EY THE WAY, BELLA.

" THE DOCLMENTS ARE IN ORDER, RIGHT?

MAKE SURE THEY'RE NOT MESEY
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600D MORNING, MR. ETHAN.
MAY I COME IN? I HAVE DOCUMENTS
FROM MR. DENIS.




YES, OF COURSE. PLEASE CDMD
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OH MY GOD!
_ I-I'M 50 SORRY, ME. ETHAN.




HEY, ARE YOU ALRIGHT?




I'M OKAY, MR. ETHAN.
BUT... THE DOCUMENTS, I DIDN'T
MEAN FOR THIS TO HAPPEN.




AH NO NEED TO WORRY.
IT'S JUST A BUNCH OF PAPERS.

UNLESS THOSE WERE A TOP-SECRET FILES,
CAUSE I MIGHT HAVE TO CONFISCATE THEM.




HAHA THEN JUST FORGET ABOUT IT!
ANYWAY, ARE YOU NEW HERE?
I'VE NEVER SEEN YOU BEFORE.




UHM, YES, SIR. MY NAME IS BELLA,
THE NEW SECRETARY FOR ME. DENIS.




WELL, WELCOME, BELLA.
HOPEFULLY, THE OFFICE CHAQOS ISN'T

SCARING YOU AWAY,

,————'—'_"‘“ff NO, NOT AT ALL, MR. ETHAN.
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SIR, ABOUT THE POCUMENT EARLIER...
PLEASE DON'T TELL MR. DENIS,
I'M AFRAID HE'LL MAD AT ME LATER.
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HUHZZ RELAX, | WON'T SAY A THING
TO DENIS. WHY WOULD | DO THAT?
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HEY, HOW ABOUT WE GRAE SOME LLUNCH?
AND YOU CAN TELL ME MORE ABOUT YOURSELF?

THERE'S A FANTASTIC BURGER
IN THE OFFICE CANTEEN.




, Yy
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THIS GUY IS ASKING ME FOR
A LLUNCH?7 THIS IS WEIRD...

| MEAN... BACK WHEN | USED
TO WORK IN OFFICE, MY BOSS NEVER ASK
ME FORE LUNCH, NOT A SINGLE TIME.




. I NEED TO STEER CLEAR OF HIM! _-

A PRETTY LADY, HUH?
WELL, HE'S DAMN RIGHT! I DO LOOK
STUNNING IN THIS GETUP!

—
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-~"""WAIT! NO, NO! T SHOULDN'T
BE DELIGHTED BY THIS! T MUSTN'T
SUCCLUMB TO HIS CHARM!

THIS MAN IS TROUBLE,

b1

SURE, LUNCH.
WHO AM I TO LET A PRETTY LADY
LIKE YOU DINE SOLO?

FEAR NOT, FAIR MAIDEN, FOR I SHALL BE
YOLUR KNIGHT IN SHINING... ERR, BUSINESS
ATTIRE, PROTECTING YOU FROM THE HORDE
OF OFFICE ADMIRERS. WHAT DO YOU SAY?F

= UH... | DON'T THINK IT'S
OUR BEEAK TIME YET, ME. ETHAN.




-

NO WORRIES, BELLA.
SOMETIMES, WE CAN BEND THE RULES A BIT.




BEND THE RULES, HE SAID?
WHO DOES THIS GUY THINK HE IS!?

OH SORRY, MR. ETHAN,
I JUST REMEMBERED THAT
I'M ON A DIET.







SORRY, ME.ETHAN~
MAYBE ANOTHER TIME.

AND |F THERE'S
NOTHING ELSE, I'LL LEAVE NOW.
I NEED TO GET BACK TO WORK







WHAT’S WITH THESE GIRL?
SHE IS SO SILLY.

" A CUTE AND DUMB GIRL IS A GOOD CATCH,
SHE'S TOTALLY MY TYPE!




DAMN IT! I STILL HAVE
TO DEAL WITH THESE PEOPLE
FOR ANOTHER FIVE MONTHS!



DAYS LATER







- e,

*MUMBLING*
UGH, FIVE MORE MINUTES...

-‘-""b"h



OH NO!'IT'S 11 ALREADY!




COME ON,
GOTTA MAKE THIS QUICK.




AFTER TAKING A SHOWER...

UGH, WHY DID I EVEN THINK
THIS CORSET WAS A GOOD IDEA?




THIS FOR A FEW HGUF:‘S AND THEN
YOU CAN BREATHE AGAIN

BUT SERIOUSLY, IT'S SO UNCOMFORTABLE!

GOTTA STICK TC THE DIET ROUTINE.
NO MORE CORSETS.
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WELL, THE CORSET DOES
GIVE ME A CLURVIER FIGLIRE.

“HUH, T GLUESS THERE'S A SILVER LINING.

BUT SERIOUSLY, HOW DO PEOPLE
WEAR THESE EVERY DAY?
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LETS SEE...
FOUNDATION FIRST, RIGHT?

OKAY, LIPSTICK NEXT.
HOW HARD CAN IT BE?
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il THANKS TO YOUTUBE THOLGH.
' HOW DID WOMEN LEARN THIS BEFORE
Rt THE INTERNET?
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THERE WE 60, MUCH BETTER.
WHO KNEW PRACTICE WOULD MAKE
SUCH A DIFFERENCE?

IT'S LIKE I'VE UNLOCKED
A WHOLE NEW SKILL SET, 60 ME!




HEY, I JUST REALIZED
MY HAIR HAS GOTTEN THIS LONG.
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MAYBE THIS WEEKEND, 7~
I'LL GET A HAIRCLT. .

~




WAIT A MINUTE...
TODAY’S SATURDAY!?




OH DAMN, I'M SO STUPID!
HOW COULD I NOT REALIZE IT'S THE WEEKEND?
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HERE I AM... ALL DOLLED UP, READY TO
CONQUER THE WORKWEEK ON A SATURDAY.
GENIUS MOVE, REALLY.
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" T'VE PUT IN ALL THIS EFFORT WITH
~~._ MY MAKEUP AND EVERYTHING.
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~"" WHAT IF I 6O OUT LIKE THIS? T MEAN... >, §
{ I'VE NEVER BEEN IN PUBLIC AS A WOMAN g
‘s.__ OTHER THAN GOING TO THE OFFICE.
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[>""'NO, NO, NO, NO, BRAD! CALM DOWN!
N, YOU ARE A MAN WITH LOFTY IDEALS.

| " THIS IS JUST FOR MY JOB,
1 ONCE THE JOB IS COMPLETED,
S, STOP DRESSING UP AS A WOMAN.




I COULDN'T HELP

r

HEY
BUT NOTICE YOU FROM ACROSS THE WAY.

LATER THE EVENING



YOU'RE ABSOLUTELY STUNNING,
I WAS WONDERING IF YOU'D LIKE TO
GRAB A COFFEE?




HOW ABOUT DINNER?

— EI_.L, | GOT A BETTER IDEA,
WHY DON'T YOU JUST TURN AROLND,
WALK STRAIGHT, AND FUCK OFF!




" LUNBELIEVABLE... FIVE IN A ROW?
IS THERE A SIGN ON MY HEAE’ SM"ING,

HUH, MAYBE THEY'VE NEVER
SEEN A PRETTY WOMAN BEFORE. __







SORRY, NOT INTERESTED,
FLUCK OFF!




L A T
~ I JUST WANT TO
ASK IF YOU KNOW-




OH, HOW COME YOU KNOW MY NAME.
HAVE WE MET BEFORE?

— -y
I --_l_-_‘-
-

" FLICK FLICK FLCK!
__ THIS IS BAD!

=




STAY FOCLUSED ON THE DISGUISE, BRAD.
OR YOU'LL BLOW YOUR COVER.




. - UHM= | MEAN...
YOU WORK AT THE BUILDPERO COMPANY ,
RIGHT? WE'VE MET EEFORE.

I USED TO BE A SECRETARY THERE,
BUT ONLY FOR A SHORT TIME.
I'M SURE YOU'VE FORGOTTEN.,




OH REALLY? BUT SINCE WORKING
THERE, THERE WAS NO SECRETARY
IN MY DIVISION.

| % 5
: I y a 1

UH- YEAH- | WAS IN ANOTHER DIVISION,
YOU KNOW... IT WAS JUST A TEMPORARY DIVISION
A THAT MIGHT HAVE DISSOLVED BY NOW.




OH, I SEE. YEAH, THIS COMPANY OFTEN
HAS SHORT-TERM PROJECTS, AND THAT
SORT OF THING HAPPENS FREQLIENTLY.

GOOD, LOOKS
LIKE HE BELIEVEL IT.
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IT'S PEOPLE KNOW ME BUT

WELL, NICE TO MEET YOU AGAIN.,
SORRY BUT | DON'T RECALL YOUR NAME

YOU KNOW..
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NAH, THAT'S FINE.
NICE TO MEET YOU TOO, I'M BELLA.




SO, BELLA, ARE YOU
WAITING FOR YOUR BOYFRIEND
OR SOMETHING?

BECAUSE IT LOOKS A BIT OPD
FOR A BEAUTIFUL GIRL LIKE YOU TO
BE WALKING ALONE ON A SATURDAY

NIGHT LIKE THIS.

OH, WELL, I JUST FELT
LIKE TAKING A STROLL ALONE.




YEAH, SURE. IT'S LOCATED
ON THE HTH FLOOR NEXT TO
THE ELECTRONICS SECTION.

|- UH... | DON'T KNOW-

- ““

DON'T, BRAD, DON'T. THE MORE
YOU'RE WITH HIM, THE MORE LIKELY HE'LL
FIND OUT YOUR REAL IPENTITY.

S
e v e,

-‘ h_-_.-_____.‘_
. —-
OKAY THEN ABOUT WHAT I WANTED
TO ASK EARLIER, DO YOU KNOW WHERE
THE SECTION THAT SELLS CLOTHES IS7
THIS IS MY FIRST TIME AT THIS MALL.,

T e

WHAT IF YOU ACCOMPANY ME?
I'M AFRAID I MIGHT GET LOST.
*CHUCKLES*

COME ON, YOU CAN PICK LUP ANY 1
CLOTHES YOU WANT AS A REWARD.
HOW ABOUT THAT?




e

L 1

e BUT IT WOULDN'T HURT,
i  AS LONG AS I PLAY IT SAFE. PLUS,

ALRIGHT THEN,
I'lLL 60 WITH YOU THERE

l’ Ty,




i N

ARRIVED AT THE CLOTHING SECTION

L



OKAY, HERE WE ARE!




SO, TYS, WHAT KIND OF CLOTHES
ARE YOU LOOKING FOR TODAY?

L5 OH, YOU KNOW, JUST CHECKING
M OUT SOME NEW SHIRTS AND MAYBE

A PAIR OF JEANS.







L ONLY BRAD CALLS ME THAT. HMMM
THIS IS STRANGE.
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UH, BELLA, T THINK

THE WOMEN'S CLOTHES ARE OVER THERE.
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OH, Y- YEAH RIGHT, | KNOW! g
JUST BROWSING, YOU KNOW.

Ve
.
f =
e W Hﬁ.T THE HECK AM | THINKING’F
"H.q__ | JUET ACTED LIKE BRAD FOR A MOMENT.




SO, WHAT ARE
YOU LOQOKING TO GET?T

UHM YOU KNOW,
MAYBE A NEW DRESS OR SOMETHING.

— e S

. o =

. BYE BYETO

PHEW
MY POTENTIAL NEW CLOTHES.
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PRESS FOR ILSA INSTEAD. SHE RARELY b
WEﬂnF."S FEMININE CLOTHES LIKE THESE. _







" SHOULD I TRY IT ON FIRST? I MEAN... ~~=<_

4 I'M ABOUT THE SAME SIZE AS ILSA NOW,

I'VE SLIMMED POWN QUITE A BIT -
SINCE THE STRICT DIET. e

SO, IF THIS OUTFIT FITS ME, o
THEN IT SHOULD FIT ILSA TOO. ol
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AT THE CHANGING ROOM




DKM’ LET'S SEE HOW THIS LOOKS ON ME..
| MEAN FOR ILSA, OF COLRSE.
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& HMM, NOT BAD.
SHE'LL PEFINITELY LOOK SHARP IN THIS.
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= MAYBE... JUST MAYEE...
I COULD USE SOME NEW CLOTHES TOO,
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| AT THE CASHIER ] | e i ‘




ALRIGHT, YOUR TOTAL COMES TO $245.67.

HERE YOU GO.
*WHILE HANDING CREDIT CARD*

ALRIGHT, YOU'RE ALL SET.
HAVE A GREAT DAY!




P

Z..-""

: SORRY, I DIDN’
DON'T WORRY ABOUT IT, BELLA. MEAN TO GO OVERBOARD.
I PROMISED, DIDN'T I7 CONSIDER ’
IT MY TREAT. aba Z
Z

— THANK YOU, TYSON.

, T REALLY APPRECIATE IT.

&
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; HEY, I SEE YOLU'RE ALREADY
g WEARING THE NEW CLOTHES, RIGHT? AT

EHM, YEAH. THE STORE ATTENDANT
SAID I COULD WEAR IT AS LONG AS
IT'S PAID FOR.
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REALLY??
YOU THINK SO?




@H, IT REALLY SUITS YED
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UHM YEAH, SURE.
B

SHOULD WE GET GOING NOW?
Z
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IT S BEEN A WHILE SINCE
I'VE HAD A GOOD TIME LIKE THIS.,




WHY HE NEVER ACTED
LIKE THIS TOWARDS ME BEFORE?

—




HEY BELLA, CAN WE
SIT DOWN FOR A WHILE?




YOU KNOW, I'D LOVE TO
GET TO KNOW YOL BETTEE.




SO, BELLA, TELL ME
MORE ABOUT YOURSELF.

™~

@' DO YOU LIKE TO DO FG@

. AN

WELL, I LOVE READING, | GUESS...
AND PAINTING. HOW ABOUT YOU?

k2
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ﬁH, I'M INTO PHOTOGRAPHY AND HIKING.
THERE'S SOMETHING ABOUT CAPTURING MOMENTS
IN NATURE THAT'S JUST SO FULFILLING.

THAT SOUNDS WONDERFLL.
DO YOU HAVE ANY FAVORITE SPOTS
YOU LIKE TO HIKE TO?




YEAH, THERE'S THIS HIDDEN WﬂTEEF
NOT TOO FAR FROM HERE. IT'S ABSOLUTELY
BREATHTAKING, ESPECIALLY DURING SUNSET.

WE SHOULD DEFINITELY PLAN A TRIP
THERE SOMETIME. IT WOLULD BE GREAT
TO HAVE SOME COMPANY .




- [

AS THE CONVERSATION GOES...

YOU KNOW, EVER SINCE WE MET...
I'M ALWAYS WONDERING...




DO YOU HAVE A BROTHER
OR A LONG LOST TWIN MAYBE?

-
\ .
b
[
WHAT? NO, | DON'T HAVE ANY.,
WHY IS THAT?
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HMMM, IT'S WEIRD.
BECAUSE YOUR FACE KINDA REMIND ME
OF SOMEONE | KNEW.

: B

IF I LOOK AT YOU CLOSELY,
YOU TWO LOOK VERY SIMILAR.
.

~

OH, REALLY??

- ..




=

éa--, MAYBE... I GUESS I JUST A
] HAVE ONE OF THOSE FACES. y /
l-. I!l:-' ) |

OH CRAP!
HE IS BEING SUSPICIOUS NOW,
BUT | DON'T THINK THAT HE
REALIZED THAT I'M BRAD.,




YES, IT SEEMS YOU TWO
ARE JUST SIMILAR IN APPEARANCE.




HEY, SPEAKING OF YOUR FRIEND...
WHAT'S HE LIKE? I MEAN... WHAT DO
YOU THINK OF HIM?

WELL, HIS NAME IS BRAD.
HE'S A BEST FRIEND OF MINE,
WE'VE BEEN FRIENDS FOR

A LONG TIME.




HE'S A BIT CARELESS,
EASILY ANGERED, AND KIND OF LOSER.

-




DESPITE OF ALL THAT,
| DO LOVE HIM, YOU KNOW...

i} s i L
LI, o e

WHEN BOTH OF MY PARENTS DIED,
HE'S THE ONE WHO ALWAYS BE THERE FOR ME.

SO, RIGHT NOW, HE'S
KINDA LIKE MY NUMBER ONE, YOU
KNOW WHAT | MEAN, RIGHT?
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HIM, ANYWAY
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WHY IS HE SAYING SUCH =
A STUPID THING AT A TIME
LIKE THIS, IDIOT! -

E

LOOK AT YOU... ' (i R
ARE YOU CRYING? ' _ - =%




N | HAHAHAHA,
YOU'RE SO FUNY, BELLA.

BELLA... YOU KNOW, I HAVEN'T
SAY THINGS LIKE THAT TO ANYONE ELSE
BEFORE, EXCEPT YOLI.




...I FEEL LIKE WE'VE KNOWN EACH OTHER
FOR A LONG TIME AND HAVE A CONNECTION.
DO YOU FEEL THE SAME WAY?

) i | - \F : .

e

W- WHAT AERE YOU-







I

BELLA

WHA- HEY,




BELLA, WAIT!




| DIDN'T MEAN TO-




ISN'T IT THAT BEST FRIENDS
SHOULDPN'T BE MAKING OUT, RIGHT, TYS?

OMG, WHAT WAS THAT JUST NOW!?
I ALMOST KISSED TYSON!




BEST... FRIENDFF?




THE NEXT DAY

LISTEN, BRAD, I HATE TO ASK...
IT'S FOR SOME UNEXPECTED EXPENSES.
IT'S KIND OF URGENT FOR THE JOB.

THEY'LL REIMBLIRSE US AS
( SOON AS I'M BACK IN THE OFFICE. _

~  UH, ABOUT THAT, ILSA... YOU SEE,
I'D LOVE TO HELP, BUT I'M KIND OF
STRAPPED FOR CASH RIGHT NOW.




THE LANDLORD ADDED A FINE FOR OLIR LATE
PAYMENT YESTERDAY, SO 1 USED ALL MY SALARY
TO COVER THAT AND WE STILL HAVE 2 MONTHS
OF DEBT EXCLUDING THE FINE.

ry
£2E25 2

OH, BRAD... I HAD NO IDEA IT
HAD GOTTEN THAT BAD. I'M SO SORRY.

I’'LL TRY TO FIND ANOTHER SOLUTION.,
MAYBE THERE'S SOMEONE ELSE WHO
CAN LEND ME THE MONEY.

e

-------



THANK YOU,
BRAD, | LOVE YOU-~

NO, NO, I GUESS I'LL FIGLURE
SOMETHING OUT, DON'T WORRY.

T

SURE THING, I CAN START WORKING
OVERTIME STARTING TOMORROW.,

LOVE YOU MORE. ILSA...
BYE FOR NOW.




DAYS LATEE
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*SIGHS® HOW ON EARTH

\ E | DID ILSA MANAGE TO HANDLE
' - THIS MANY REPORTS?




~ BELLA, I'M HEADING HOME.

MAKE SURE THOSE REPORTS ARE
SQUARED AWAY BEFORE YOU LEAVE, OKAY?
HAVE A GOOD NIGHT.

WILL DO, MR. DENIS. GOODNIGHT.



UGHHH IT’S LIKE
A NEVER-ENDING SEA OF PAPERWORK

*RING RING RING"




ARGH, THAT MUST BE TYSON CALLING AGAIN, "
HE'S BEEN CALLED LIKE HUNDREDS OF TIMES. SHOULD
I ANSWER AND EXPLAIN EVERYTHING TO HIM? __ondl

I MEAN... I'M TOO SCARED TO EVEN MEET,
OR EVEN TALK TO HIM. I'M SO EMBARRASSED.
AHHHH, WHAT DOQOES HE THINK OF ME NOW...




HOLURS LATER
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’ BUENING THE MIDNIGHT OIL AGAIN,
MY BABY GIRL?

NOT NOW, ETHAN!
I'M BUSY.




AND STOP CALLING ME THAT,
I'M NOT YOUR BABY GIRL!
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_ COME ON, BELLA.
P - ' ; I'M JUST LIGHTENING THE MOOD,
HUH, STILL CAN'T , : AFTER ALL, LOOSEN UP A BIT.
BELIEVE YOLUI'RE THE CEOQ! el




. :;-_ "’. Ty . -« .

NOW, LET'S BOTH BE SILENT.
I'M TRYING TO FINISH THESE
REPORTS BEFORE MIDNIGHT.

ﬁ. #
OH, BELLA, YOU KNOW YOU
LOVE IT WHEN I DISTRACT YOU.

YEAH, LIKE A HEADACHE LOVES
A MIGRAINE. PLEASE, JUST LET ME WORK.




ALRIGHT, ALRIGHT. BUT HEY, SPEAKING OF
DISTRACTIONS, HOW ABOUT ACCOMPANYING
ME TO THE GALA DINNER IN FRIDAY?

IT WOULD BE A SHAME TO 60O ALONE.




GALA DINNER?

YEAH, SOUNDS FLUN, RIGHT?

NATHAN, YOU KNOW I'M A
NEW GIRL IN THE OFFICE. PLUS, I'M NOT
INTERESTED IN THOSE EVENTS.,

THERE ARE STILL MANY OTHER GIRLS
WHO ARE MORE SENIOR AND CAPABLE IN
THIS OFFICE, WHY NOT JUST ASK THEM?




YUP, THAT'S TRUE,
BUT NONE OF THEM ARE AS BEAUTIFUL AS YOU...




BUT YOU KNOW...
THERE'S PLENTY OF MONEY IN THIS JOB.




I DON'T KNOW THAT FOR SURE,
BUT IT"S DEFINITELY QUITE A LOT, ESPECIALLY
WITH THE EVENT BEING TWO DAYS LONG.




: FINE, I'LL GO. o
IT'S NOT BECALUSE OF YOU, BUT ONLY
_ BECAUSE I NEED THE EXTRA CASH.

¥
- "-

" GREAT! YOU WON'T
REGRET IT, I PROMISE.







NO WORRIES, BOSS.
WHAT’S UP?

" YOU KNOW BELLA, RIGHT?
WOULD YO DO ME A FAVOR?

h’ i
YEAH, I KNOW. THE NEW GIRL, KINDA - i f\
SWEET, THE ONE YOU'RE ALWAYS FLIRTING
WITH, RIGHTZ WHAT ABOUT HER?®




HAHAHA, LOOK AT YOU, BOSS. SMITTEN

WITH AN INNOCENT GIRL LIKE THAT. OKAY,
OKAY, I CAN HELP YOU OUT TOMORROW.

=

WELL, WOULD YOU BE WILLING
TO DO HER MAKEOVER TOMORROW?

YOU KNOW, FOR THE GALA DINNER |
EVENT ON FRIDAY. T WANT HER TO LOOK AS
PRETTY AS POSSIBLE. CAN YOU DO THAT?




THE NEXT DAY




=
O
Uur
O
Q
_ L
ME
EW.
==
MA
GW
Z
N
W
o)
L
=




NO WONDER NATHAN IS
HEAD OVER HEELS FOR YOLU.




NATHAN HAS EXPLAINED EVERYTHING,
SO JUST RELAX, YOU'RE IN GO0OD HANDS.

aaaa
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HEY ZOE, DO YOU REALLY bt
THINK THIS IS NECESSARY?

NATHAN'S ORDERS, I'M AFRAID.
BUT HEY, BESIDES LOOKING STUNNING,
IT’LL BE FLUIN! .

—
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JUST SMILE AND NOD, BELLA.
IT'S ALL ABOLT THE PAYCHECK.




\ . |
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YOU KNOW, BELLA, T HEARD SOME OF THE OTHER
GIRLS AT THE OFFICE ARE GETTING A BIT JEALOUS.

NATHAN'S ALWAYS FLIRTING WITH YOU, AND
THEY CAN'T SEEM TO CATCH HIS EYE.
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IS THAT SOF WELL, CAN'T BLAME
THEM FOR BEING ENVIOUS.
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NATHAN'S JUST NOT
MY TYPE OF GUY, YOU KNOW?




\

REALLY? HE'S LIKE THE EPITOME OF <@ |
TALL, FUNNY, AND HANDSOME. PLUS, HE IS A CEO. _ Jgiiiiiings

—



HMM, I GUESS I'M JUST
NOT READY TO DATE SOMEONE YET.
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YOU KNOW, EVERY ONE OF NATHAN’S EXES
ENDED UP WITH A HEFTY SUM OF MONEY.

-+ plnied
= 7

ONE OF THEM EVEN GET A CAR,
EVEN THOUGH THEY'VE ONLY BEEN

DATING FOR A SHORT TIME.
—~% ;




L I

g

THANKS FOR THAT, ZOE.
BUT I'LL STICK TO MY OWN PATH.

< 31
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- l -
OKAY, NOW IT'S TIME FOR ME
TO TEACH YOU MY MAKELP SKILLS.

~

AND I THINK YOUR HAIR
COULD USE A STYLING TOO!

1




HEY ZOE,
DON'T YOU THINK I LOOK TOO... GIRLY?

Y



NOT AT ALL, BELLA. YOU LOOK JUST PERFECT.
THE HAIR EXTENSIONS AND ALSO MY SUPERE MAKEUP SKILLS
ENHANCE YOUR NATURAL BEAUTY IN ALL THE RIGHT WAYS.
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OH MY... WILL T
EVER BE ABLE TO GO BACK TO
LOOKING LIKE MY USUAL SELF?

-
-

v

OH | ALMOST FORGET, NATHAN ALSO LEET
DRESSES FOR YOL TO WEAR TOMORROW.




THE NEXT DAY

SIR, SHALL WE GO7P
MISS BELLA SEEMS TO BE RUNNING LATE.

NO, WE'LL WAIT.
SHE’LL BE HERE SOON.,




'WHERE ARE YOLU, BELLA...
IT'S BEEN OVER AN HOLIR NOW.




NATHAN!
I'M S0 SORRY... TRAFFIC WAS A NIGHTMARE.







NATHAN, DARLING~
HAVE YOU SEEN A GHOST OR SOMETHING?

WELL, YOU COULD SAY THAT.
YOU'VE LEFT ME SPEECHLESS, THAT'S FOR SURE.







THE GERAND BALL ROOM

1 e
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NATHAN! N
GOOD TO SEE YOU, OLD CHAP!

'z-ﬂ

HEY, 600D TO SEE YOU TOO, GREG!
"

. 5
) SO, HOW HAVE YOU BEEN?
L
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I'VE BEEN BUSY WITH WORK, YOU KNOW HOW IT IS.
HINGS HAVE BEEN HECTIC, BUT WE'RE MANAGING.

WELL, I'M SURE YOU DO, JUST AS ALWAYS.
SPEAKING OF WORK, WHO'S THIS LOVELY LADY
YOU'VE BROUGHT WITH YoU?




HELLO GREG!
I'M BELLA, NATHAN'S GIRLFRIEND.




WELL., WELL., WELL, NATHAN, <
YOU'VE PONE WELL FOR YOURSELF. BELLA, |}
YOU'RE ABSOLUTELY STUNNING.

THANK YOLU...
THAT'S VERY KIND OF YOU TO SAY.

LA L S b g ]




BUT DON'T LET HIM FOOL YOU, BELLA,
IF THIS 6UY EVER HARASSING YOU, JUST LET ME
KNOW. I HAVE CONNECTIONS IN THE POLICE.

*CHLICKLE* OF COLIRSE, GREG.
I'LL LET YOU KNOW RIGHT AWAY.

= 5 OH, COME ON, GREG. YOU KNOW BELLA'S
.\ GOT ME WRAPPED AROLIND HER FINGER.

"BESIDES, IF SHE EVER REPORTS ME TO YOU,
I'LL JUST HAVE TO MAKE SURE DINNER'S
EXTRA SPECIAL THAT NIGHT!




*LALUGHS* YOU TWO ARE JUST GREAT.

| I HATE TO CUT THIS SHORT,

BUT I PROMISED TO CATCH UP WITH SOME

OTHER FOLKS. NATHAN, BELLA, I'M REALLY
HAPPY FOR YOU GUYS.

ABSOLUTELY, GREG.
LET'S PLAN SOMETHING SOON.
TAKE CARE!
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HEY, CAN WE 60 SOMEWHERE
ELSE FOR A MOMENT?

YEAH, SURE.

Bl IS EVERYTHING OKAY?

OH, IT'S JUST... I'M FEELING A BIT
NERVOUS BEING HERE. THIS IS ALL SO NEW TO ME,
> AND EVERYONE SEEMS SO... SOPHISTICATED.

I UNDERSTAND.
HOW ABOLUT WE FIND A QUIET
SRS SPOT TO SIT FOR A MOMENT?




BY THE WAY, .
YOUR ACTING AS MY FAKE PAETNER
WAS REALLY CONVINCING.




EXCUSE ME, IS THIS SEAT TAKENF
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THE DECORATIONS ARE
ABSOLUTELY STUNNING, AREN'T THEY?

"OH, YES, THEY'VE REALLY
OUTDONE THEMSELVES THIS YEAR.
IT'S SUCH A GRAND AFFAIR.
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ONE FOR YOUR FIRST. IT'S ALWAYS
A HIGHLIGHT OF THE YEAR.

IT'S ALMOST SURREAL BEING
HERE. THE AMBIANCE IS SO GLAMOROUS.

L4




INDEED, EVERYONE LOOKS
ABSOLUTELY EXQUISITE TONIGHT. AND YOU GIRL,
YOU LOOK POSITIVELY RADIANT.
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OH, STOP IT, NATHAN!

I APOLOGIZE, MY BOYFRIEND RIGHT
HERE DOESN'T KNOW WHEN THE RIGHT TIME
TO SAY SUCH THINGS.

NO, NO, THAT'S FINE,
IN FACT, YOU TWO REMIND US OF OUR YOUTH.




LADIES & GENTLEMEN, IT IS WITH GREAT PLEASLURE
THAT I STAND BEFORE YOU TONIGHT TO PRESENT
THE PRESTIGIOUS AWARDS OF THE EVENING. _

THIS GALA CELEBRATES NOT ONLY
THE ACCOMPLISHMENTS OF INDIVIDUALS BUT
ALSO THE COLLECTIVE ACHIEVEMENTS OF OUR
INDUSTRY AS A WHOLE.
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WITHOUT FURTHER ADO, LET US BEGIN THE EVENING'S
FESTIVITIES BY RECOGNIZING THE OUTSTANDING ACHIEVEMENTS OF OUR
YOUNG LEADERS IN THE REALM OF CREATIVITY AND INNOVATION.,




AND FOR THE FIRST AWARDS,
THE WINNER OF THE YOUNG AND CREATIVE
LEADERSHIP AWARD GOES TO... NATHAN SMITH!

YOU PID IT, DARLING!
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OH MY GOODNESS, NATHAN!
YOU WON! CONGRATULATIONS!

K

YES, I WON THE AWARD, BUT STILL...
I DIDN'T WIN YOUR HEART.
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AND SINCE OUR FACES ARE THIS CLOSE,
DON'T YOU DARE TRY TO KISS ME. I'M DOING
THIS JUST TO MAKE US LOOK ROMANTIC.

Pk

NOW, HLRRY OVER THERE,
GIVE YOLIR SPEECH, SO WE CAN GET BACK
. TO THE HOTEL AS SOON AS POSSIBLE.
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THANK YOU, THANK YOU SO MUCH. IT'S TRULY
AN HONOR TO RECEIVE THIS AWARD, ESPECIALLY AMONG SLICH
ESTEEMED COLLEAGUES AND LEADERS IN OUR INDUSTRY.

1.

I WANT TO EXPRESS MY DEEPEST GRATITUDE TO
THE ORGANIZERS OF THIS EVENT, TO THE SELECTION
COMMITTEE, AND TO ALL THOSE WHO HAVE
SUPPORTED ME ALONG THIS JOURNEY.

THIS AWARD IS NOT JUST A EECDE‘:NFTIDN
OF MY EFFORTS, BUT A TESTAMENT TCO THE DEDICATION
AND TALENT OF MY INCREDIBLE TEAM.




AND LASTLY, BUT CERTAINLY NOT LEAST,
I WANT TO DEDICATE THIS AWARD TO SOMEONE WHO HAS
EEEN MY PILLAR OF STRENGTH, MY CONFIDANTE...

...AND MY GREATEST SUPPORTER
MY AMAZING GIRLFRIEND, BELLA,




THROUGH EVERY CHALLENGE, EVERY TRILUMPH,
AND EVERY MOMENT IN BETWEEN. I LOVE YOU
MORE THAN WORDS CAN EXPRESS. JESUS CHRIST, THAT IDIOT!

WHY IS HE SO STRAIGHTFORWARD LIKE THAT!




YOU MUST BE SO PROUD, DEAR.
NATHAN'S SPEECH WAS TRLULY TOUCHING.

I... UH, YEAH, THANK YOU.
HE'S TRULY AMAZING.

YOU'RE VERY LUCKY TO HAVE HIM,
HE'S ACHIEVED SO MUCH SUCCESS
AT SUCH A YOUNG AGE. IT'S HARD TO
ATTAIN ALL OF THAT IN TODAY'S ERA.




v THAT'S ACTUALLY TRUE, NATHAN IS...
' THE KIND OF MAN I'VE ALWAYS DREAMED OF BEING,
.ﬂ. MAN I'VE ALWAYS WANTED TO BE LIKE.




I'M SURE YOU WILL HAVE
A BRIGHT FUTURE WITH HIM. YOU TWO'D
MAKE A LOVELY MARRIED COUPLE.
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COME ON, NATHAN!
LET'S PICK UP THE PACE! YOU'RE WALKING
AS IF YOU'VE GOT LEAD IN YOUR SHOES!

e SLOW AND STEADY WINS
8\ THE RACE, BELLA. NO NEED TO RUSH.







WHEEE! LOOK AT ME 6O, NATHAN!
T FEEL LIKE I'M ON TOP OF THE WORLD!

JUST BE CAREFUL NOT
TO TRIP IN THOSE HEELS, BELLA.

ME? TRIP? NEVER!













= THANKS. I GLESS I SHOULD
S s LEARN TO EAT MY WORDS, HUH?

EEMS LIKE IT. BUT I DON'T
MIND PLAYING THE HERO FOR YOLU.




e——y_ . ==

OH, YOU LOVE ANY CHANCE
TO SHOW OFF, DON'T YOU?

MAYBE JUST A LITTLE.

"CATCHING A GIRL WHO'S ABOUT TO FALL...
LOOKS LIKE A SCENES STRAIGHT OLT FROM SOME
ROMANTIC MOVIES, DON'T YOU THINK?

-



OH, REALLY? AND WHICH ROMANTIC
MOVIE HAS THE CLUMSY HEROINE WHO

TRIPS OVER HER OWN FEET?

THE BEST ONES, OF COURSE. YOU KNOW,
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AH, I SEE. SO, ARE YOU SAYING
YOU'RE MY LEADING MAN NOW?

| AM, AND DO YOU KNOW WHAT
SCENE USUALLY HAPPENS AFTER THIS?
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; LET ME GLIESS,
THE HERQOINE LOUDLY KICKS THE
MALE LEAD IN THE GROIN?

I'M ALWAYS CURIOUS WHY A WOMAN
AS BEAUTIFUL AS YOU IS STILL SINGLE.

WOLLD YOU...
CONSIDER ME BEING YOUR MALE LEAD?




GOSH, STOP JOKING! ARE YOU
GOING TO ASK ME TO BE YOUR GIRLFRIEND
LIKE... EVERY HOUR?

T

| I'M SUPER SERIOUS RIGHT NOW,
| THINK THIS IS THE RIGHT MOMENT,
| CAN FEEL IT.

SO, WHAT DO YOU SAY?

~ SHOULD | 6O ALONG WITH ZOE'S IDEA?
| MEAN... THIS IS A GOOD CHANCE...




ANYTHING, BELLA.

HMM... I CAN SAY THAT I MIGHT CONSIDER IT,
BUT ONLY IF YOU AGREE TO SOMETHING.

...BY GIVING ME AS MUCH MONEY AS POSSIBLE.

| WANT TO BE YOUR GIRL
IF YOU'RE WILLING TO GRANT ME
ANYTHING I WANT.

AND YOU MUST TREAT ME GENTLY,
AND ALSO... DON'T TELL ANYONE IN THE OFFICE
ABOUT OLR RELATIONSHIP,




ANYTHING, HUH?
YOU DRIVE A HARD BARGAIN, BUT DEAL.,

AND DON'T WORRY,
I'LL TREAT YOU LIKE A FUCKING QUEEN!
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AND I'LL MAKE SURE TO SNATCH
AS MUCH OF YOUR MONEY AS POSSIBLE,
NATHAN, HAHAHAHA.
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*SHOCKED*
WAIT... DON'T TELL ME...
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B- BELLAF
WHAT'S WRONG?F




HEY, DID I DO SOMETHING WRONG?Z
WHAT'S GOING ONF

NOTHING, JUST BACK OFF, OKAY!?
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‘ LATER... AT THE HOTEL ROOM'S BATHROOM ' / {
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AHHHH! e
I'M SO STUPID! .
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HAT WAS CLOSE %
...MY IDENTITY WAS ALMOST EXPOSED. o
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-==""" AND... TO THINK ABOUT IT, =~
¢ EVEN I'D GET MONEY FROM HIM BUT
*~.__ EVERYTHING IS GETTING WORSE. g
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I NEED TO PRETEND TO BE
HIS GIRLFRIEND FOR THE NEXT
COUPLE OF MONTHS.

-

WHICH MEAN THERE'LL
BE LOTS OF KISSES AND SMOOCHES,
OH FUCK...
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IT'S BEEN A WHILE SINCE I TOOK OVER MY
GIRLFRIEND'S POSITION AS SECRETARY.

WELL, WHO WOULD'VE THOUGHT THAT SLIPPING
INTO A SKIRT AND SOME PUMPS WOLLD
BECOME MY NEW NINE-TO-FIVE ROUTINE?




ZOE'S BECOME MY PARTNER IN CRIME. WE ARE
INSEPARABLE LIKE PEANUT BUTTER AND JELLY.,

SURPRISINGLY, SHE AND EVERYONE AT THE
OFFICE DOESN'T SUSPECTS A THING. NOT EVEN
A RAISED EYEBROW WHEN I STRUT INTO THE
OFFICE WITH A LITTLE EXTRA SWAY IN MY HIPS.




WHO WOLLD HAVE THOUGHT ILSA'S CRAZY
IDEA WOULD 60 SO SMOOTHLY LIKE THIS. &

]




OH, AND MR. DENIS, HE STILL KEEPS PEEKING AT MY
ASS WHENEVER HE GETS A CHANCE. IT'S ANNOYING,
REALLY... BUT HEY, WHAT CAN I DPO? HE'S THE BOSS.




a .

AND ON MY SPARE TIME...




-
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IN ADDITION TO MY REGULAR EXERCISE
AND STRICT DIET, I ALSO DO YOGA...

ME, DOING YOGA? HAHA, I DON'T THINK S0.
YET, THERE I AM, CONTORTING MY BODY
INTO POSITIONS I NEVER KNEW EXISTED.




o

BUT THE REAL KICKER? MY WEEKENDS... DATE WITH NATHAN.
TURNS OUT, HE'S A SUCKER FOR A WOMAN IN DISTRESS. OR
MAYBE JUST A SUCKER FOR BELLA -I CAN'T QUITE TELL.

134




EITHER WAY, OUR DATES INVOLVE MORE
CUDDLING THAN A LITTER OF PUPPIES. HEY,
A GIRL'S GOTTA DO WHAT A GIRL'S GOTTA
DO TO PAY OFF THOSE DEBTS, RIGHT?




SKS

T LET HIM DO
& THAT RI

I

ANYTHIN

P
TRUE IPENTITY TO BE EXPOSED.

COURSE, I WOULDN

ANYTHIN
MY
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BRAD'S APARTMENT

BUT..

ALL GOOD THINGS MUST COME TO AN END, RIGHT?
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BABE, PUT ME DOWN!




I PROMISED TO TREAT YOU LIKE A QUEEN,
AND QUEENS DON'T WALK. THEY'RE CARRIED.

LGH | HATE YOU!!




-

BRAD'S ROOM

THERE YOU G0Q, PRINCESS.
ALL SETTLED IN.

THANKS, YOLIR HIGHNESS.
DO I GET A ROYAL DECREE NEXT?

HOW ABOLIT A ROYAL KISS INSTEAD? ' — ‘ A 4 -
-7
HOLD YOUR HORSES THERE,
» o YOLIR MAJESTY. '
&

QEVE JUST AEEW@




.

|

ANYWAY, SORRY IF IT'S SO HOT IN HERE.
I COULDN'T AFFORD TO PAY FOR THE AC.

YOU COULD'VE ASKED ME, YOU KNOW.
I CAN BUY YOU AN AC OR EVEN RENT
YOU A NICER APARTMENT.




ﬂ'-"_

HAVE YOU LOST WEIGHT AGAIN?
YOU SEEMS THINNER.

™~

THANKS, HONEY. I'LL KEEP THAT IN MIND.
*WHILE TAKING OFF THE JACKET*®




@u THINK SD

4

YEAH, ARE YOU
CHASING YOUR BODY GOALS?




UH, YEAH, YOU COLLD SAY THAT.
KALE SMOOTHIES AND YOGA HAVE BECOME

MY NEW BEST FRIENDS LATELY.
~




YOU LOOK FANTASTIC...
YOU KNOW I LIKE PETITE WOMEN, RIGHT?




OH I CAN'T WAIT ANYMORE...
WHEN ARE WE GOING TO FUCK?

DIDN'T | ALREADY TOLD YOU,
I WOLULDPN'T DO SOMETHING LIKE THAT
BEFORE MARRIAGE, OKAY?
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BUT YOU ALSO DON'T
WANT TO GET MARRIED TO ME
SOONER, RIGHT?
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““"BRAD WILL SURELY BE SURPRISED,
BECAUSE I'M COMING HOME EARLY...
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SURPRISED, SURPRISED!

LOOK WHO'S BACK IN TOWN!
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WHERE IS HEF

HMMM...
MAYBE HE'S SLEEPING IN OLUR ROOM.,



MEANWHILE...

fnin . RN
*i"Li-"Ii i i ..Erl-._' AL -:IL__ EAY \\t\\‘ﬁ}\&% y

1B L]

)
L

1
LY







.mﬂ..-___h‘..... .__-_._."..-.._.....

it

HONEY... WAKE UP!




IS THAT?!

WAIT...
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4 WHY IS SHE HERE!? 3
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WHO IS THAT?

HEY, WHAT'S WRONG?
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DID YOU FORGET TO LOCK THE DOOR?

QOOPS, I TOTALLY FORGOT.
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¢ SHIT! WHAT DO I DO NOW? >

— - — = =
ks - —_— - - iy
- — - —

e o S e S

-

- pp—
e T R



NATHAN, YOU NEED TO LEAVD

OUT THE WINDOW, NOW!




LOWER YOUR VOICE!

OKAY, BUT WHY?F




AND DON'T FORGET TO BRING YOUR CLGTHEED

THIS IS NUTS!
TN
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:"' EHE TOLD ME TO JUMP FROM THE SECOND FLOOR, ¥,
e IS SHE TRYING TO KILL ME?! s
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JUST SMILE AND PRETEND ) s
LIKE EVERYTHING'S NORMAL. __af

f‘
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HONEY ~
WHAT A SURPRISE TO SEE
YOU BACK EARLY.

{,’,"_




B- BRAD?

YOU LOOK... DIFFERENT.




@FEEENT? HOW SWD

[ 4

I DON'T KNOW, YOU JUST SEEM...
I DON'T KNOW, MORE FEMININE?

WELL, YOU KNOW... I HAVE TO
DO WHAT I HAVE TO DO TO MAINTAIN
MY DISGUISE, RIGHT?




; iglh i
BUT... WHY ARE YOU DRESSED o e SOl s
LIKE A WOMAN ON A DAY OFF LIKE THIS? __.=“'
"" LH... I- YOU KNOW...




ACTUALLY, I JUST GOT BACK
FROM WORKING OVERTIME AT THE OFFICE.

AND YOU CAUGHT ME RIGHT AS
I WAS ABOUT TO REMOVE MY MAKEUP.

......



g

NEVERMIND, BRAD.

WHY SO SERIOUS? I'M ONLY
TEASING YOU, YOU KNOW...



OH I'VE MISSED YOU, BRAD.
IT'S BEEN TOO LONG,

I'VE MISSED YOU TOO, ILSA.
IT'S NOT THE SAME AROLIND HERE
WITHOUT YOU.

&
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SHOULDN'T I BE HAPPY ABOUT ILSA'S ARRIVAL, s
BUT WHY INSTEAD... -~




HEY, I THINK I'LL REMOVE MY MAKEUP FIRST.
IT FEELS REALLY UNCOMFORTABLE.

AND IN THE MEANTIME, YOU CAN REST,
CONSIDERING YOU JUST CAME FROM A LONG TRIP.




YEAH, SUEE.
WE’LL CATCH UP LATER.
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-=="""HIS BEHAVIOR, IT’S CHANGED... .
‘.._ HE ACT SO MUCH LIKE A GIRL. __.- -
_______ 7_ . -

I
-

-=""  AND I KNEW THAT HE WAS LYING ABOUT
HIS OVERTIME WORK, WHICH MEANS THAT DRESSING
UP AS A WOMAN HAS BECOME A HABIT FOR HIM... __-<
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I CAN'T BLAME HIM, THOUGH...
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B — = ==~ — ===l e
== I DON'T REMEMBER HAVING  ~~~~_
1 THIS MUCH MAKELP AND SKINCARE... ) '
e DID BRAD BLY ALL OF THIS? - -
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IF SO, HE'S BETTER AT MAKEUP THAN ME NOW...
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IS THAT??

HOLD ON...
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8 ,-=="""" WHOSE SHOES ARE THESE?  ~~-<,
A ‘.._ THEY'RE HUGE, DEFINITELY NOT BRAD'S... __.'

A -

. " TYSON'S? I DON'T THINK SO, ™=~
/ﬁ» HE'S NEVER BEEN TO THIS APARTMENT. "%
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. .-""7DID BRAD INVITE HIS GUY FRIENDS IN? <,
| BUT THIS IS OUR PRIVATE ROOM...







YOU KNOW, BRAD, I WAS
SURPRISED TO FIND OUT THAT OUR
RENT DEBT HAS BEEN PAID OFF.
=%

I THOUGHT WE WERE
STILL THREE MONTHS BEHIND.

N




OH YEAH, I MANAGED TO PAY IT OFF
] WITH THE MONEY FROM MY OVERTIME WORK.
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--""" EVEN THOUGH THE MONEY
.. ACTUALLY CAME FROM NATHAN...
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a3 WOW, THAT'S PMF’EESSWE.

4 YOU MUST HAVE BEEN WORKING
REALLY HARD.

X

SO, TELL ME, HAS ANYONE
AT THE OFFICE FALLEN FOR 'BELLA'F




YOU WOULDN'T BELIEVE IT.
ME. DENIS KEEPS FLIRTING WITH ME,
AND IT'S SO GROSS!

PLUS, A BUNCH OF GUYS HAVE

TRIED TO TAKE ME OUT FOR MEALS,
BUT I ALWAYS TURN THEM DOWN.




"YEAH, NO DOUBT, GIVEN HOW...
PRETTY YOU ARE NOW, THERE MUST BE
A LOT OF GLYS LUSTING AFTER YOU.




BUT... OF ALL THOSE PEOPLE,
NO ONE SPECIAL, HUH?
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YOU'RE NOT HOLDING
OUT ON ME, ARE YOU?
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L =L B NOPE, NO ONE SPECIAL. B
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SO, AFTER MONTHS OF DRESSING UP
AS A WOMAN, YOU'RE STILL INTO WOMEN,
...RIGHT?




r

OF COURSE
I STILL LIKE WOMEN...

WHAT KIND OF QUESTION IS THAT?
=y



THERE'S ONLY ONE WAY
TO FIND OUT FOR SURE....




GOSH THAT WAS SO INTENSE... _ _ 59
AND EXHALUSTING. TER e . L by ans R
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YOU SEEM... LESS AGGRESSIVE, BABE.

AM I NOT SATISFYING ENOUGH?



NO, IT'S NOT THAT, ILSA...

I GUESS I'M JUST TIRED
FROM ALL THE WORK LATELY.
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TIRED OR NOT, YOU WERE STILL AMAZING.
REMEMBER OUR FIRST DATE?

HOW COULD I FORGET?™
YOU SPILLED YOUR DRINK ALL OVER ME.




AND YOU TRIED TO PLAY IT COOL,
LIKE IT DIDN'T EVEN BOTHER YOU.

YEAH AND THEN YOU INSISTED
ON BUYING ME ANOTHER DRINK
TO MAKE UP FOR IT.
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A WHOLE NIGHT OF BAR HOPPING
AND TALKING UNTIL DAWN.




HAHAHA, YES, THOSE WERE GCOD TIMES.
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OH, REALLY?
I DIDN'T REALIZE IT WAS SO SOON.




YEAH, MY ASSIGNMENT
ENDED EAERLIER THAN EXPECTED.

SO, I GLUESS THAT MEANS
YOUR STINT AS MY STAND-IN
SECRETARY IS OVER.




AND YOU CAN FINALLY
LOOK FOR ANOTHER JOB,

YOU'VE BEEN ITCHING
TO GET OUT OF THERE, RIGHT?




NO, Y- YES! I MEAN... YOU'RE RIGHT.

I COULD...
I COULD LOOK FOR SOMETHING ELSE.

T'M SURE YOL'LL FIND
A JOB THAT SUITS YOU BETTER.
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I'M STARVING BY THE WAY.
HOW ABOUT I MAKE US SOME PASTA?
*STRETCHING AND STANDING UP*

_ SURE, SOUNDS 600PD. |

TOMMOROW, EVERYTHING CHANGES...

I JUST STARTED TO
GET THE HANG OF THINGS...

AND WHAT ABOUT NATHAN?
WHAT AM I SUPPOSED TO DO WITH HIM?




THE NEXT DAY




*

LAST DAY AS MY STAND-IN
YOU MUST BE LOOKING FORWARD TO

DITCHING THE SKIRTS AND HEELS.

| YEAH, SOMETHING LIKE THAT.
SO, HOW DOES IT FEEL TO BE BACK?
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THIS 1S ABOUT.
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SO, MR. NATHAN WOULD LIKE
TO SEE US BOTH IN HIS OFFICE.
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‘OME BACK. HAVE A SEAT.

500D MORNING, ILSA, BELLA...
WELC




THANK YOU, MR. NATHAN.
IT'S GOOD TO BE BACK.




ILSA, YOUR WORK OUT OF TOWN HAS TRULY
MADE A DIFFERENCE. THE IMPROVEMENTS YOU
IMPLEMENTED HAVE IMPACTED THE COMPANY.

THE CLIENTS HAVE RESPONDED POSITIVELY,
AND THE PRODUCTIVITY HAS INCREASED.

I'M GLAD TO HEAR THAT. IT WAS
A CHALLENGING PROJECT, BUT I HAD
A GREAT TEAM SUPPORTING ME.
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WELL, YOUR EFFORTS HAVEN'T
GONE UNNQTICED. AS A RESLLT...

I'M PLEASED TO PROMOTE YOU TO MANAGER,
REPLACING MR. DENIS, WHO IS BEING MOVED TO
ANOTHER SECTION OF THE COMPANY.

O- OH MY GOD! THANK YOU SO MUCH,
MR. NATHAN! I CAN'T BELIEVE IT!
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THANK YOU AGAIN, MRE. NATHAN.
THIS IS TRULY INCREDIBLE.

YOU TOTALLY DESERVE IT.
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AND BELLA, THANK YOU FOR
ALL YOLIR HARD WORK AS A SECRETARY
WHILE ILSA WAS AWAY.

TODAY IS YOUR
LAST DAY IN THAT ROLE...

BECAUSE FROM NOW ON,
YOU'LL BE MY PERSONAL ASSISTANT.

L L
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WAIT, WHAT?
PERSONAL ASSISTANT?
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SINCE

YOU AND BELLA ARE GOOD FRIENDS,

*

... FEEL COMFORTAELE SHARING
THAT BELLA AND I ARE IN A RELATIONSHIP.
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YEAH, ME. NATHAN, SHE'S RIGHT
I GUESS I'M NOT QUITE READY...




MAYBE WE SHOLULD-
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THIS MORON!!
I TOLD HIM TO KEEP SECRET.

L

IS THAT TRUE BELLA:

P

BT e e e
A e g e
e s
i e s e g e

B il T ~ix - ~
o R i B

e o L
i

e e e A

M, M S e e
A, T Ly e i

i s .uriu_."u_-}wr

ARG

e
ARG :




OH YEAH, I- WHAT I MEANT EARLIER
WAS JUST HAVING A GOOD WORKING
RELATIONSHIP, NOTHING ELSE...




SO ALL THIS TIME YOU'VE

BEEN LYING TO ME... OH MY GOSH,
HOW DID I NOT SEE IT?!







HOW COULD YOU BOTH DO THIS?!

ILSA, WHAT'S WRONG?
WHY ARE YOU SO ANGRY?

WHAT'S WRONG?! T'LL TELL YOU WHAT'S

WRONG. I CAME BACK EARLY AND FOLIND
A MAN'S SHOES IN MY APARTMENT.

THEY WERE YOLIRS,
WEREN'T THEY, MR. NATHAN?Z!
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LET'S TALK

, ILSA,
ABOUT THIS OUTSIDE. T WILL
PLAIN EVERYTHING.
MY BOSS WERE

EX

PLEASE
TALK ABOUT WHAT?!

HOW YOLU AND
FLUCKING IN MY ROOMP?!



ILSA, T REALLY DON'T UNDERSTAND Nt A A
4 o 7 i I | | 441 1 AL bl ““. 'I'.::-; i::!" :‘il‘i'u
ABOLIT THIS SITUATION. ARG
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I DON'T UNDERSTAND.
WHAT'S GOING ON7

IS THERE SOMETHING YOU'VE
BEEN HIDING FROM ME... BELLA?




'T KNOW YET, HUH?

AT A POOR GUY.

S0, HE DOESN
WH

NO! ILSA... PLEASE DON'T!
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FIRST OF ALL, MR. NATHAN, I QUIT!
I'VE HAD ENOUGH OF THIS DIPSHIT.




AND SECOND...
PERHAPS THIS WILL EXPLAIN EVERYTHING!
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ME. NATHAN, ARE YOU OKAY?F
DO YOU NEED ANYTHING?

NO... JUST LEAVE ME ALONE FOR A WHILE.

ALRIGHT, SIR. IF YOU NEED
ANYTHING, JUST LET ME KNOW.




L2

HOW COULD I HAVE BEEN S0 BLIND?
ALL THIS TIME... HOW COULD T NOT SEE IT?

I CAN'T BELIEVE IT. I FELL FOR
A GUY IN DRAG. TALK ABOLUT A PLOT TWIST.
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WAS IT ALL JUST A BIG JOKE TO HER- HIM, FUCK!

WHY DOES [T HURT SO MUCH?
I THOUGHT I FOUND SOMEONE SPECIAL, BUT NOW...
I DON'T EVEN KNOW WHAT'S REAL ANYMORE.




ILSA, PLEASE, LET ME EXPLAIN!
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BRAD!

F

ENOUGH

WE NEEDED THE MONEY.

IT WAS NEVER ABOUT ANYTHING ELSE.

LISTEN- THE ONLY REASON I GOT CLOSE TO

NATHAN WAS BECAUSE I-
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MONEY?! OR DID YOU NEED

3 r SOMETHING ELSE FEOM HIM? MAYEBE
: YOU NEEDED THE COCK TOQ!
Ty
1-'-\"'! 1 - - [
IT'S NOT LIKE THAT, ILSA!
YOU KNOW I ONLY DPID THIS TO
HELP US OUT OF DEBT!
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I 41 4 OH, HOW NOBLE OF YOU.
S SLEEPING WITH MY BOSS TO
& g ' PAY OLR RENT.
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] _-. X WHAT'S NEXT, ARE YOU PLANNING

TO MARRY HIM FOR A NEW CAR?
- =

]

| IT'S NOT LIKE THAT! : N | E
/-' I NEVER SLEPT WITH HIM! : - Ay R
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L]

" JUST TO KEEP THE CHARADE GOING?

DO YOU HEAR YOURSELF? YOU'RE MAKING
7!

]

i

EXCUSES FOR BETRAYING ME!
WAS HE WORTH IT

s

I[,ﬂﬁ#
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AND LOOK WHERE IT GOT US.
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WE- WE ONLY KISSED...
THE CHARADE GOING.

AND THAT WAS JUST TO KEEP
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IDIDIT FOR US, ILSA!
WE WERE DROWNING IN DEBT. I DIDN'T
KNOW WHAT ELSE TO DO




PLEASE. I LOVE YOU.

r

ILSA 1
I ONLY DID THIS BECAUSE I THOUGHT

!

LOVE? 1S THIS YOUR IDEA OF LOVE?

IT WOULD SAVE US

PRETENDING
'RE NOT?!

r

SNEAKING AROLUND
TO BE SOMEONE YOU

LYING,
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GET OUT OF MY APARTMENT!
IT'S MINE ANYWAY, I DON'T WANT
TO SEE YOU HERE ANYMORE.
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W-WHAT? ILSA, PLEASE...
WE CAN WORK THIS OUT. I NEED YOL.
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WHERE WILL T 6O7 I HAVE NOTHING.
NO MONEY, NO HOME. NOTHING.
™~y

f



ra
-

T~



L Lt PEE
i A e

- =
TR S e
R S R
5 S e
i - T -l i A Y gy
o T +-

p R
pi

TIEEEN!




©®
<
Z
L]
(4
O
<
"
W
v
"
—
LL]
-
LK)
|
Ll
o
E
£
InH
O
H

WHAT AM I GOING TO DO NOW?

WHERE PO I EVEN 60O NOW?

MAYBE I COULD SLEEP AT
THE OFFICE... NO, THAT'S INSANE.

OR MAYBE A CHEAP MOTEL?”
BUT I DON'T EVEN HAVE ENOUGH
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MONEY FOR THAT.
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I CAN PUSH IT TO 300 POLUNDS NEXT WEEK.
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LOCKING GOOD, TYSON.
ALL THOSE EARLY MORNINGS AND THIS LATE
NIGHTS EXERCISE SHOULD BE WORTH IT.
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I BET THAT'S ALEX,
PROBABLY SOMETHING OF RIS
GOT LEFT BEHIND.,
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BRAD



IT'S BEEN SO LONG SINCE...
WELL, NEVERMIND...
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YEAH, I KNOW...
& THERE'S A LOT TO EXPLAIN.




CAN I COME INF
I REALLY NEED TO TALK.

OF COLURSE, COME IN. IT'S JUST...
I WASN'T EXPECTING COMPANY TONIGHT,
ESPECIALLY NOT YOU.
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MAN, THAT'S A LOT TO TAKE IN.

I'M REALLY SORRY YOU'RE GOING
THROUGH ALL THIS.




' T JUST DON'T KNOW
WHAT TO DO ANYMORE, TYS. 0
B EVERYTHING’S FALLING APART. 4

) e

LET'S START WITH ILSA.
HOW DID THINGS GET SO BAD WITH HER?

T

i



SHE FOLUND OUT ABOUT NATHAN
AND ME. I MEAN, NATHAN HAD NO
IDEA I WAS ACTUALLY A GUY.

I WAS JUST TRYING TO KEEFP UP
THE ACT TO HELP ILSA WITH THE RENT
AND EVERYTHING. BUT SHE THOLIGHT...

WELL, SHE THOUGHT I WAS
GETTING TOO CLOSE TO HIM
FOR OTHER REASONS...



SO, SHE THOUGHT YoUu
NEEDPED THE MONEY OR THE...
WELL, YOLl KNOW...

Y-YEAH. SHE THREW ME OUT. SHE WAS FURIOUS,

- AND I DON'T BLAME HER. BUT WHAT COULD I DO?
WE WERE PROWNING IN DEBT.




MAN, THAT'S ROUGH,.
AND NATHANZ WHAT ABOUT HIM?

x NATHAN... NATHAN FELL FOR BELLA. HARD.
AND NOW HE KNOWS THE TRUTH. I DON'T
KNOW WHAT HE'S GOING TO DO.

HE LOOKED SO HEARTBROKEN.,
I MEAN, 1T WAS TOTALLY MY FAULT,
NOW IT'S ALL A MESS, TYS...

y.




YOLU KNOW, BRAD, YOU HAVE ME.
I'LL ALWAYS BE HERE FOR YOU...
NO MATTER WHAT.

I... TYSON, YOU'VE ALWAYS
BEEN SUCH A GOOD FRIEND.
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WE’LL FIGURE THIS OUT TOGETHER.
YOU'RE NOT ALONE IN THIS.




UH, T-THANKS, TYS...
THAT MEANS A LOT TO ME.




UHM, ANYWAY, DO YOU MIND
IF I STAY HERE FOR A BIT?

JUST UNTIL I FIND ANOTHER PLACE TO SETTLE.
I REALLY DON'T HAVE ANYWHERE ELSE TO GO.




OF COURSE, MAN.

YOU CAN STAY AS LONG AS YOU NEED.
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YEAH, THANKS. I APPRECIATE IT.

SO... UM, WOULD YOU LIKE
. ETHINE TO EAT? DRINK?




OH, UH, SURE.

WHATEVER YOU HAVE IS FINE. -

HEY, I THINK I NEED A BATH FIRST.
IT'S BEEN A LONG DAY.

SURE THING,
MAKE YOURSELF AT HOME.
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I'VE SEEN BRAD IN ALL SORTS OF SITUATIONS,
BUT NOW HE LOOKS LIKE... WELL, A REALLY ATTRACTIVE
WOMAN. HOW DO I EVEN HANDLE THIS?

P

DO I PRETEND LIKE EVERYTHING'S NORMAL?
SHOULD I STILL TALK ABOUT GUY STUFF?
OR... IS IT ALL GIRL TALK NOW?
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HOW LONG ARE YOU GONNA BE LIKE
THIS? YOU BARELY EAT, AND YOU HAVEN'T
MOVED FEROM THIS BED LIKE 24/7.




I KNOW IT'S TOUGH,
BUT YOU NEED TO MOVE ON.

I... JUST DON'T
HAVE THE ENERGY, TYS.




LOOK, I GET IT. YOU'VE BEEN
THROUGH A LOT. BUT LYING HERE ISN'T
GOING TO SOLVE ANYTHING.

WHAT'S THE POINT ANYWAY?
ILSA KICKED ME OUT, NATHAN'S... UHM HE...

THE POINT IS, YOU NEED TO TAKE
CARE OF YOURSELF FIRST. THEN YOU
CAN START FIGURING OUT THE REST.




I,, I DON'T EVEN
KNOW WHERE TO START.

START BY GETTING OUT OF THIS
BED. EAT SOMETHING. TAKE A SHOWER.
ONE STEP AT A TIME.




LATER, AT NIGHT...
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ANOTHER BOTTLE, PLEASE.
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IT'S BEEN DAYS SINCE...
I LAST SAW BELLA...

FOR SOME REASON,
I DON'T EVEN HAVE THE MOOD
TO 60 TO WORK ANYMORE.




HEY, CAN I GET
A BEOURBON ON THE ROCKS?
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THAT'S A LOT OF DRINK FOR ONE MAN.







YOU SEEM PRETTY DOWN.
WHAT'S EATING AT YOU?

YOU DON'T NEED TO ANSWER
THAT IF YOU DON'T WANT TO.
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I FELL IN LOVE WITH SOMEONE
AT WORK. SHE WAS... EVERYTHING I
THOUGHT I WANTED. BUT THEN...




IT WAS LIKE THE RUG WAS
PULLED OUT FROM UNDER ME.

THAT SOLUNDS ROUGH, MAN.
BETRAYAL HITS HARD.

SHE DECEIVED ME.
TURNS OUT SHE... WASN'T
WHO I THOUGHT SHE WAS.
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FUNNY, BECAUSE I'VE BEEN
THROUGH SOMETHING SIMILAR.

WELL, THIS... WOMAN...
EVEN THOUGH WE'VE ONLY MET FOR A DAY,
BUT SHE MANAGED TO WIN ME OVER.

IN THE END, SHE...
WASN'T WHO I THOUGHT SHE WAS. SO I

LUNDERSTAND HOW YOU FEEL, BUDDY.




YOU'RE LUCKY IT WAS JUST A DAY,
NOT MONTHS LIKE ME.
AND HOW DID YOU GET THROUGH IT?

IT WASN'T EASY, BUT I LEARNED TO
FOCUS ON WHAT I COULD CONTROL AND
TO FIND NEW REASONS TO KEEP GOING.

FPECOPLE ARE COMPLICATED. MAYEE SHE DID,
IN HER OWN WAY. BUT IT POESN'T CHANGE HOW
YOU'RE FEELING NOW.

PEOPLE CHANGE, SITUATIONS CHANGE,
YOU JUST GOTTA FIND A WAY TO ADAPT.

L




WOW, I NEEDED TO HEAR THAT.

YOU'LL GET THERE. TRUST ME,
IT MIGHT NOT SEEM LIKE IT NOW,
BUT THINGS DO GET BETTER.

SRR AAL.
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THANKS, MAN. THAT ACTUALLY HELPS A LOT. e ,
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ABSOLUTELY,
I'M GLAD IT COULD HELP...

ANYWAY, I CAN'T STAY LONGER.
I HAVE A FRIEND TO TAKE CARE OF.
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THE NEXT DAY
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I'VE NEVER SEEN BELLA E
DRESSED AS A GUY BEFORE.

i,
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i HOW'S HE GOING TO LOOK?
WHAT AM I EVEN SUPPOSED TO SAY?




10 MINUTES LATER...
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JUST WITHOUT THE MAKELP, AND FLAT-CHESTED..
WAIT...! WHAT IS HAPPENING TO ME?
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WHY CAN'T I JUST SAY SOMETHING?
WHY AM I SO NERVOUS? THIS ISN'T LIKE ME...

AND WHY DO | FEEL
SO EXCITED AFTER SEEING HIM?




UH, SO... NATHAN,
I'M REALLY SORRY ABOUT-
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IT STARTED EECAUSE OF ILSA..
YOU SEE, SHE'S MY GIRLFRIEND.

WHEN SHE HAD TO GO OUT OF TOWN FOR WORK,
SHE SUGGESTED THAT I TAKE HER ROLE AS SECRETARY.

JUST TEMPORARILY, TO MAKE SOME
EXTRA MONEY. IT SEEMED HARMLESS AT FIRST.

BUT THEN THINGS GOT COMPLICATED,
WHEN YOU... GET CLOSE TO ME.




h
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I.. I NEEDED THE MONEY, NATHAN. |
AT FIRST, IT WAS JUST SUPPOSED TO BE
A WAY TO MAKE ENDS MEET.

i . =

AND THEN... THINGS JUST GOT OUT OF CONTROL.
I NEVER MEANT FOR IT TO GO THIS FAR. _







E—

QM SO SORRY...

" T NEVER EXPECTED IT TO 60 THIS FAR.

I NEVER EXPECTED... YOU AND ME TO HAPPEN. A8

I GOT CAUGHT UP IN THE LIE,
I'M REALLY SORRY.
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s '
SO... DID YOU EVER ACTUALLY HAVE FEELINGS FOR ME?
WAS IT ALL JUST PART OF THE ACT?
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I.. I DON'T KNOW, NATHAN. I'M SORRY,
I REALLY DON'T KNOW.




HOW DID EFEE‘&’THING
_WHY DOES IT HURT THIS MLCH, E‘I.I"EN NOW?

—




BRAD... YOU CAN COME BACK TO
WORK AT MY PLACE IF YOU WANT,

~ YOU NEED MONEY, RIGHT?
AND T CAN HELP WITH THAT.
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NATHAN...




OH MY GOSH NATHAN,
THANK YOU!

=

“YOU HAVE NO IDEA HOW

_MUCH THIS MEANS TO ME.




DON'T MISUNDERSTAND,
IT JUST BECAUSE IT'S SO HARD TO FIND
A GOOD SECRETARY NOWADAYS.




HEHEHE, OKAY ~
I'M GONNA BE A GOOD SECRETARY
FOR YOUTHEN.
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UH... YEAH, YOU LOOK... FINE.

g

REALIZE HOW X,
T NOW? _,

HE DOESN'T SUIT
THOSE OUTFIT AT ALL.

-




A

WHAT? IS SOMETHING WRONG
DO I LOOK WEIRD?




BRAD, I JUST... IF YOU GO TO THE
OFFICE DRESSED LIKE THAT, WON'T
_IT SEEM WEIRD TO EVERYONE?




I MEAN, YOU'VE BEEN
BELLA FOR A WHILE NOW.




YOU'RE RIGHT... IT MIGHT LOOK STRANGE.
MAYBE... I SHOULD STICK TO WHAT THEY KNOW.,




AT THE OFFICE
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THAT LAUGH... IT USED TO MAKE MY DAY.
. NOW IT JUST REMINDS ME OF WHAT I'VE LOST. .‘___..r:

———._.___________‘_-'-
=
=
i
-

_____..-
-
-
o -
---__-‘——--—.-.n-.-——--'__----




IT'S 6O0D TO SEE YOU BACK, BELLA,
YOU HAD LIS WORRIED. WHAT HAPPENED?
WHY WERE YOU OUT FOR SO LONG?

JUST WASN'T FEELING WELL.
NEEPED SOME TIME.




UHM, YEAH... EVERYTHING'S FINE.







MORNING, ME. NATHAN.
I'VE GOT THE REPORT YOU ASKED FOR.
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LUH, CAN YOU MAKE SURE
EVERYTHING'S IN ORDER BEFORE
WE SUBMIT IT?




SIR.

IT'S DONE,
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G00D WORK, BELLA ‘

-

OKAY, SIR. T'LL JUST
GO SUBMIT THIS REPORT.




L

{  WAIT, BELLA...
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I'VE BEEN TRYING TO KEEF THINGS-
I- I CAN'T GET IT OUT OF MY HEAD.

I CAN'T STOP THINKING ABOUT YOU, BELLA.
EVEN NOW, KNOWING EVERYTHING, I STILL...




...I STILL CARE ABOLT YOL.



I NEED TO KNOW...
DO YOU HAVE ANY FEELINGS FOR ME?




NATHAN... I DONT KNOW IF THIS FEELING IS RIGHT...










I KNOW, BELLA... MAYBE IT'S NOT RIGHT. BUT...




BUT IT FEELS LIKE THIS...
ISN'T SOMETHING WE CAN JUST IGNORE.
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& MONTHS LATER...
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YOU ALWAYS HAVE A WAY OF
MAKING ME LATE FOR MEETINGS.




OH, PLEASE. YOU'RE THE ONE WHO CAN'T RESIST.
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I'M AN INNOCENT VICTIM IN ALL THIS.
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YOU LIKE THIS, DO YOU?

AAHHH NATHAN~







N

QMMMHH~ OH vEED




QOKAY... I'M GETTING HUNGRY.
YOU'RE OFF THE HOOK- FOR NOW.




-
O
-
LL
O
v
<
O
o
L
Z
L
)
<
O
L
XL
O




" WELL, T THINK T'LL
HIT THE SHOWER FIRST.

CARE TO JOIN ME? YOU KNOW,
SAVE WATER AND ALL THAT.




MMM, TEMPTING... BUT I'M NOT SURE
I HAVE THE ENERGY TO KEEP UP WITH YOUR...
MORNING ENTHUSIASM.

WELL, IF YOU CHANGE YOUR MIND...
THE DOOR'S OPEN.




MEN ARE THE WORST, I SWEAR.
I JUST BROKE UP WITH ERIC.

HE WAS A COMPLETE JERK.
SELFISH, AND ALWAYS DISAPPEARING
WHENEVER I NEEDED HIM.




THAT'S AWFLL, ZOE.
I'M SORRY TO HEAR THAT.

& J

BUT YOU SOUNDS LIKE
DODGED A BULLET THEEE
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RIGHT? I MEAN, T KNEW HE WAS
KIND OF FLAKY, BUT COME ON!

ANYWAY, WHATEVER, I'M DONE WITH HIM.
I DON'T NEED THAT KIND OF NEGATIVITY.




YOU KNOW, I THINK I HAVE
SOMEONE WHO MIGHT BE A GOOPD FIT.
HE'S A CLOSE FRIEND TO ME.

HE'S SUPER SWEET, A TOTAL GENTLEMAN.
PLUS, HE'S HANDSOME TOQO. HEERE, LET ME GIVE
YOU HIS NUMBER.
e '

Yy =

OKAY, THAT'S SOUNDS PROMISING.
BUT HE IS NOT YOUR EX, RIGHT?

*PHONE RINGING®*

3




WAIT, I GOT A CALL.

— e — i ——

UNKNOWN NUMEER, HUH?
WONDER WHO THIS IS.
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BRAD. IT'S ME.




TOMORROW NIGHT
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OO0D, I GLESS.

I'VE BEEN...
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| BRAD, I... I'VE BEEN THINKING A LOT ABOUT US.
ABOUT EVERYTHING THAT HAPPENED.




I KNOW I HURT YOU.

MORE THAN I REALIZED AT THE TIME. |
I WASN'T FAIR TO YOU, AND...

I DIDN'T CONSIDER WHAT IT WOULD
DO TO YOU IN THE LONG RUN. AND FOR
THAT, I'M REALLY, REALLY SORRY...




ILSA, I... I'VE HAD TIME TO
THINK TOO. AND YEAH, IT HURT. A LOT.

BUT... YOU DON'T NEED TO APOLOGIZE.
WE WERE BOTH CAUGHT UP IN THINGS
NEITHER OF US FULLY UNDERSTOOD.




BUT I NEED TO SAY IT, BRAD.
I WAS SELFISH. I PUSHED YOU
INTO THINGS THAT-

= ~THINGS THAT WERE ALL ABOLT ME.

¥ I DIDN'T EVEN ASK IF IT WAS WHAT YOU WANTED.
AND THAT'S WHAT MAKES IT SO HARD TO

e FORGIVE MYSELF.




ILSA, YOU DON'T HAVE TO CARRY
THIS AROUND. WE WERE A MESS BACK
THEN, BOTH OF US.

YOU WANTED SOMETHING FEOM ME
THAT I COULDPN'T FULLY GIVE, AND I DIDN'T
KNOW HOW TO HANDLE IT EITHER.




I JUST... I JUST DON'T
WANT YOU TO HATE ME, BRAD.




I DON'T HATE YOU, ILSA. NOT AT ALL.
LET’S... LET'S FORGET IT, OKAY? WE'VE BOTH
MOVED ON. IT'S TIME TO LET GO.




THANK YOU, BRAD.
YOU DON'T KNOW HOW MUCH
THAT MEANS TO ME.

BRAD, ACTUALLY...
I WANTED TO TELL YOU SOMETHING.
I'M GETTING MARRIED SOON.,




ILSA... YOU'RE...
YOU'RE GETTING MARRIED?










HIS NAME'S JULIAN.
HE'S... KIND OF LIKE YOU, IN A WAY,

I THINK YOU TWO WOULD REALLY GET ALONG.




L

ILSA, THAT'S... THAT'S AMAZING.
I'M SO HAPPY FOR YOU. REALLY, T AM.
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ARE YOU CRYING?

I

YOU'RE TOTALLY CRYING,

BRAD
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SOMETHING? REALLY, BABE?
IS THAT ALL YOU'VE GOT?

ot ¥
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SO... YOUR NEW HAIRSTYLE.
IT'S... UH, SOMETHING.

|



I MEAN... IT'S BOLD? YOU KNOW,
NOT EVERYONE CAN PULL OFF THE 'I-JUST
~-STEPPED-OUT OF-AN-80S-MOVIE’ LOOK.




THIS IS CLASSY, OKAY?
IT'S CALLED A "MODERN BOB,’
THANK YOU VERY MUCH.

AND THIS TOOK TWO
HOLURS AT THE SALON!




TWO HOURS? FOR THIS?
I HOPE YOU GOT A REFLUND.

OKAY, FINE. I'LL JUST SHAVE
IT ALL OFF NEXT TIME. I'M SURE
YOU'LL LOVE ME BALD.




HONESTLY? YOU'D STILL BE
CUTE. YOU COULD GO FLULL ALIEN
AND I'D BE INTO IT.










YOU TWO ARE SO CUTE
IT'S ALMOST DISGUSTING.

TYSON, ARE YOU REALLY
MAKING FUN OF ZOE'S HAIRCUT?




BOLD MOVE FOR A GUY WHO
SPENDS 20 MINUTES FIXING HIS HAIR
TO LOOK ‘EFFORTLESSLY COOL.’

OH YOU, MISS TEASE.
WHERE’'S YOUR PARTNER

IN CRIME? DON'T TELL ME YOU
CAME TO RUIN US SOLO.




EHM, I'D NEVER LET BELLA
DO ALL THE TEASING ALONE.
WHERE'S THE FUN IN THAT?




OH GREAT, NOW WE'VE GOT
DOUBLE TROUBLE. WHAT DID
WE DO TO DESERVE THIS?

I'M JUST HERE TO MAKE SURE YOU TWO
DON'T GET TOO CUTE. WE CAN'T LET THIS
PLACE TURN INTO A ROM-COM MONTAGE.




SO, ZOE, DID YOU FINALLY FINISH THAT
PROJECT REPORT, OR ARE YOU JUST HERE
TO DISTRACT MY BUDDY RIGHT THERE?

BOSS! I CAN MULTITASK!
I CAN DISTRACT AND WORK
AT THE SAME TIME!




NOW'S NOT THE TIME TO
DISCUSS OFFICE JOBS, NATHAN!

I'M JOKING, HONEY~ BUT
HONESTLY, IF YOU KEEP SLACKING,
I MIGHT HAVE TO FIRE YOU.

CAREFUL, BOSS, SHE MIGHT
JUST TURN THE TABLES AND
MAKE YOU HER ASSISTANT!




AS THE CONVERSATION GOES...




OH MY GOD, I LOVE THIS SONG!
COME ON, WE'RE DANCING!




BELLA, NATHAN, C'MON!
WE'RE ALL DANCING.

YEAH, RIGHT BEHIND YOLI.




WELL, LOOKS LIKE
IT'S JUST US TWO LEFT.
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AT THIS MOMENT, IT FELT LIKE
THE ENTIRE WORLD FADED AWAY.




MY HEART RACED AS I MELTED INTO HIM,
WARMTH SPREADING THROUGH MY CHEST...




I WAS OVERWHELMED WITH HAPPINESS,
GRATEFUL FOR HOW FAR WE'D COME...
AFTER ALL THE DRAMA.
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YOU'RE SO BEAUTIFUL

TONIGHT...

NATHAN'S EYES SPARKLED WITH
THAT FAMILIAR MISCHIEF...
AND I COULDN'T HELP BUT SMILE.




IT'S YOU... OF ALL PEOPLE.

I NEVER EXPECTED TO FIND THIS KIND OF JOY.
EVERYTHING JUST FELT PERFECT... _
AND FOR ONCE... I AM SO HAPPY.
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