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HEY! WELCOME BACK/ MEET MY ALINT/
SHE WAS JUST ABOLUT TO LEAVE, B8UT WHEN 1
MENTIONED MY FRIEND EMMA WAS COMING OVER,
SHE INSISTED ON STAYING TO MEET YOU/
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OH, MY DEAR/ YOU'VE 6ROWN
INTO SLICH A BEALITIFLUL YOLING LADY.
IT'S WONDERFLL TO SEE YOU AZGAIN.
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IT'S PEALLY NICE TO MEET YOU,
MAAM/ BUT... UM, HAVE WE MET BEFORE?
IM SORPRY, I DON'T QUITE PEMEMBER.

OF COURSE, YOU DON’T PEMEMBER—-
IT'S BEEN AGES/ COME HERE, DEAR,
AND SIT WITH ME FOR A BIT.




I THINK IT WAS CLARA’S 10TH OR
IITH BIRTHDAY... HAHA, I CAN STILL RPEMEMBER
IT CLEARLY. YOU BOTH CAME PLNNINEG TO ME,
AND CLARA INTRODUCED YOU AS HER
i BEST FRIEND.

OH, YOU HAVE SLICH AN AMAZING MEMORY/
I CAN'T BELIEVE YOU REMEMBER SOMETHING
FROM ALL THE WAY BACK THEN.
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HAHA, AT MY AGE, YOU TREASLRE
SWEET MEMORIES LIKE THESE/! BESIDES,
HOW COULD I FORGET SLICH ADORABLE
= LITTLE BEST FRIENDS?

- .-‘.l
g —

“—v-‘h-.

=N

e — . .
_ -'%._

—




R

-

- -
- At
= -

_— .
CLARA USED TO TALK ABOUT yoU
ALL THE TIME BACK THEN/ AND TODAY, WHEN
SHE SAID EMMA IS COMING, I ASKED, ‘IS THIS
THE SAME EMMA FROM YOLIR JLUNIOR SCHOOL?P”
AND I COULDN’T RPESIST SEEING YOU AGAIN/

IT'S SO SWEET TO HEAR YOU
REMEMBER ME LIKE THAT/ I'M REALLY

GLAD WE'RPE MEETING AGAIN/

I'M HAPPY TO MEET YOU TOO/
YOU’'RE SUCH A SWEET AND LOVELY

LADY... '




JUST LIKE YOUR SISTER/
I CAN SEE THE SAME CHAPM IN YOU. SHE
MUST HAVE GOTTEN IT FROM YOU.

HUH/ Y-YOU MET MY SISTER TOO?

OH, OF COURSE I'VE MET MIA/
SHE’'S EVEN VISITED MY PLACE PLENTY OF
TIMES/ DIDN’T SHE EVER TELL YOU ABOUT
THAT? IT'S ALWAYS SO WONDERFUL TO
HAVE HER COMPANY/

I-1 6UESS SHE NEVER MENTIONED
THAT...

WELL, I'M SURPRISED SHE DION’T MENTION IT/
BY THE WAY, WE WERE JLUST TALKING ABOUT WHEN YOU TWO
WERE LITTLE, AND I SLUDDENLY &OT CURIOUS ABOUT YOUR
SISTER... DO YOU HAVE ANY CHILODHOOD PHOTOS OF HER?

I'D LOVE TO SEE HOW CUTE SHE WAS BACK THEN/

U-UH, HER CHILDHOOD PHOTO?
I DON'T... I'M NOT SURE... I MEAN, I...




SORPRY, ALUNT/ BUT YOU KNOW, I TOLD
YOU ABOUT THEIR PARENTS. SHE MENTIONED
ONCE THAT THEY WEREN'T ALLOWED TO USE

PHONES, AND THEY HAD TO LEAVE EVERYTHING
BEHIND WHEN THEY CAME HERE.

S50, I DON’T THINK SHE HAS
ANY CHILDHOOD PHOTOS OF MIA.
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AM I PIGHT, EMMA

Y-YEAH, THAT'S TRLIE...
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THANK YOU SO MLUCH,

THAT MEANS A LOT TO ME. )

- IM SO S0OrPRY, SWEETHEART, THAT
YOU BOTH HAD TO &0 THROUEGH ALL OF THAT.

" IT MUST'VE BEEN SO TOUEH LEAVING EVERYTHING

BEHIND, ESPECIALLY UNDER THOSE CONDITIONS.
BUT I'M REALLY GLAD YOU'RPE DOING
WELL NOW...

~ AND PLEASE, THINK OF ME AS YOLIR
OWN ALINT. IF YOU EVER NEED ANY HELP
OrR ANYTHING, DON’T HESITATE TO
COME TO ME..




OBVIOUSLY, HE'S MET PLENTY OF PEOPLE
AS MIA... BUT SHE SAID HE EVEN VISITED HER
PLACE PLENTY OF TIMES. WHY DIDN’T HE
MENTION THAT EVEN ONCE?

AND CLAPRA... SHE DIDN'T TELL ME

THIS EITHER. WHAT ELSE IS THERPE THAT
I DON’'T KNOW ABOUT?
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OH MY, T DION’T REALIZE THE TIME/
T PEALLY SHOULD BE GOINE NOW.
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HMM, IT'S ALMOST TIME FOR MIA TO
GET OUT OF SCHOOL TOO. I SHOULD
GET PEADY TO &0 PICK HER LP.

I THINK IT'D BE GREAT IF YOU TOOK
EMMA WITH YOU! MIA IS GOING TO BE
S0 HAPPY TO SEE HER/
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HLUH, HE STAYED AT YOUR AUNT'S PLACE
FOR A NIGHT TOOP WHY DID YOU BOTH HIDE
THIS FROM ME?

UH, SURE... IT'S ALRIGHT...
BUT I STILL DON’T LUNDERSTAND
THE PEASON FOPR HAVING HIM STAY
AT YOUR ALUNT'S PLACE?

NO, I DIDN’T HIDE IT/ I THOUGHT SHE
HAD ALRPEADY TOLD YOU. I MEAN, HE...

SOPRPRY, I GET MIXED UP WHEN TALK TO
YOU ABOUT HIM.. PEFERRINEG TO HIM AS ‘SHE’
HAS KIND OF BECOME A HABIT. IF YOU'RE OKAY
WITH IT, CAN I JUST KEEP CALLING HIM ‘SHE'?



WASN’T THAT A BIT RPISKY, THOLUGH?
I MEAN, THERE'S A BI& DIFFERENCE BETWEEN
JUST DISGUISING IN PUBLIC AND ACTUALLY
STAYING AT SOMEONE ELSE’S PLACE.
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~ ACTUALLY, I HAD TO @0 OUT OF TOWN
FOR A FEW DAYS BECALUSE OF MY DAD’S WORK.
AND YOU KNOW, I COLULDN’T LEAVE HER ALONE,
SO I FIGURED IT'D BE SAFER FOR HER TO
: STAY WITH MY ALINT.

DON’'T WORRY, ANDREW PLAYED IT
VERY WELL AS MIA. ALSO, I TOLD MY
ALUNT THE SAME STORY WE TOLD KEN,

S0 SHE DIDN’'T SUSPECT A THING.
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AND I'M SLRE SHE PROBABLY DION'T
MENTION IT TO YOU BECALSE SHE DION'T
WANT TO ADD MORE STRESS FOPR YOLU.
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HMM, YOL'RE RIGHT, I GLIESS...
BUT HE WON'T HAVE TO ENDLPRE IT FOR
MUCH LONGERP NOW. THANK GOODNESS

IT'LL ALL BE OVER SOON/
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WHAT HAPPENED? WHY DID YOU STOP
THE CARP DID WE RPEACH ALREADY?

" YEAH, ISN'T THAT A 600D THINE?
AFTER ALL, THAT'S ALL WE WANT.

OUr FUTURE? OBVIOUSLY, AFTER THAT,
ANDREW WON'T HAVE TO HIDE ANYMORE,
AND HE CAN 60O BACK TO THE LIFE
HE HAD BEFOPE.

i

NO, ACTUALLY, I NEED TO TALK
TO YOU ABOUT SOMETHING BEFORPE YOU
MET ANDPEW. SHE TOLD ME THAT IN A
COUPLE OF MONTHS, YOU'LL BE ABLE
TO PAY OFF HER DPERBT.

HEY, WE ALL WANT YOU TO &ET OUT
OF THIS MESS AS SOON AS POSSIBLE...
BUT HAVE YOU THOUGHT ABOUT YOUR
FUTURE?
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YOU DIDN’T THINK THIS THROLUGH, DID YOU?

IF ANDPEW QUITS SCHOOL MID-SESSION, YOLUR
COMPANY WILL DEFINITELY INVESTIGATE IT. AND WHAT IF
THEY RE-CHECK THE FAKE DOCUMENTS WE SUBMITTED? 4

THEY'LL GET EXPOSED TOO. _
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THEN, OF COLRSE, EVERYONE WILL FIND _ _ . 4 | |
OUT YOU DON'T HAVE A SISTER. DO YOU REALLY - .
THINK KEN WILL HELP LS AGAIN AFTER HE FINDS

OUT WE LIED TO HIM?

AND IF YOUR COMPANY FILES A FRALD
CASE AGAINST YOU, IT COULD LEAD TO EVEN
MORE TRPOLBLE.



>~ UMM, WE COLLD SLUBMIT SOME NEW
DOCUMENTS AND SAY WE'RE TRANSFERRING
MIA TO ANOTHER SCHOOL OR SOMETHING... AND
MAYBE I’'LL JUST RPESIEN FROM THIS JO8
)\ ALTOGETHER AND JOIN A NEW COMPANY.

UeH, YOU'RE RIGHT. I REALLY DIDN’T
THINK IT THROUGH, SO, WHAT DO YOU
THINK WE SHOLILD DO?P

YOU'VE 60T A FLULL-YEAR SCHOLARSHIP
FOR HER SCHOOL, SO I DON’T THINK A TRANSFER IS
POSSIBLE MID-SESSION. AND YOU'RE CONSIDERING
LEAVING YOoUr JO8?

YOU KNOW HOW DEMANDING COMPANIES
ARPE ABOUT EXPERIENCE THESE DAYS. FINDING
ANOTHER POSITION LIKE THE ONE YOU HAVE NOW
WON'T BE EASY. WITHOUT A JOB, HOW WILL YOU
TWO SURVIVE?

AND AS FOR ANDREW, IT'LL TAKE TIME
TO GET HER BACK TO HOW SHE WAS BEFOPE.
WHAT WILL SHE EVEN DO IN THE MEANTIME?




I THINK THE BEST THING FOR NOW IS FORP N
YOU TO KEEP YOUR JOB AND FOR ANDREW
TO CONTINUE AT SCHOOL.

>~ FOR HOW LONB&... WAIT,
- /" YOU MEAN HE HAS TO SPEND THE
e s, REST OF THIS SESSION AS A

P e HIGH SCHOOL &IRPL?

I KNOW IT'S NOT WHAT YOU WANT TO HEAR.

BUT IF YOU BOTH CAN JUST GET THROUEGH THIS
PERIOD, YOU'LL HAVE ENOUGH SAVINGS EVEN AFTER
PAYING OFF HIS DEBT, PLUS ENOUGH EXPERIENCE TO
GET A NEW JOB. AND THERE WON'T BE ANY RISK OF
SCHOOL INVESTIGATIONS EITHER.




>~ I AGREE WITH YOLI, BUT I HONESTLY
( CAN’T EVEN IMAGINE HOW TOUEGH IT MUST BE
\  FOR HIM TO HANDLE SCHOOL EVERY DAY,
i AND NOW, AGAIN...

IT'S BEEN A WHILE SINCE YOU TWO MET IN
PERSON. MAYBE YOU SHOLLD SEE HER ACAIN
FIRST AND THEN DECIDE WHETHER IT WILL BE
TOUGH FORP HERP OR NOT.
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VOLI'PE STILL STUCK ON WHAT HAPPENED Ul \ \
THIS MOPNINE? COME ON, JLULIA WAS .
JUST JOKING. '

I DON’T LIKE THAT KIND OF JOKE.
AND JAKE WAS PIGHT THERE TOO, WHAT
IF HE HAD HEARD IT? WHAT WOLLD HE
HAVE THOUGHT?

RELAX, IT WASN'T EVEN THAT SERIOLS.
AND I'M SURE JULIA JUST ALL THOSE
SOME PUMOURS AND DECIDED TO
TEASE YOU ABOUT IT.
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RPUMOLIRS? ABOUT WHAT?

THE ONES ABOLUT YOU AND JAKE.
DON’'T TELL ME YOU HAVEN'T HEARD
THEM?

" ABOUT ME AND JAKE? WHAT?
I HAVE NO IDEA WHAT YOLI'RPE
TALKING ABOUT.

WELL, SOME OF OLR CLASSMATES
THINK YOU TWO APRPE DATING.
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WHAT?! DATING? HOW...
WHO STARTED THOSE RPUMORS?

I'M NOT REALLY SURE, BUT MAYBE
IT'S JAKE’S TEAMMATES. THEY ALWAYS ASK HIM
TO BRING HIS SISTER’S CAR, BUT HE NEVER DOES.
THE ONLY TIME HE ACTUALLY BRINES IT, HE
ALWAYS BRINES YO ALONE TOO.
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AND HE’S THE ONLY éUY YOU TALK TO
AT SCHOOL, SO I GUESS THAT'S HOW THE
PUMORS 6OT STARPTED.

HE ONLY GAVE ME A RPIDE A COLIPLE
OF TIMES, AND THAT WAS JUST BECAUSE
CLARPA ASKED HIM TO. AND JUST BECAUSE
I TALK TO ONLY ONE elyY PDOESN’T
MEAN WE'RPE DATING/
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EIRPL, WHY ARE YOU EVEN EIVING ME AN
EXPLANATION? I KNOW THERE’S NOTHING
: BETWEEN YOU TWO.

WAIT... THOSE TWO eUYS THIS MORPNING
WERPE 60SSIPING ABOUT THE SAME THING.
UeH, SHOLULD I REALLY BE BOTHERED BY

ALL THIS NONSENSE?




WHERE ARE YOU SPACED OLUT NOW?
HAHA, JUST IEGNORE THOSE GOSSIPERS.

THEY’LL GET BORED AND STOP ON
B DN A k

YEP, LAST YEAR, THE SAME
STUFF HAPPENED WITH ME AND JACK.
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MMM, ARE YOLl SLIE THEY WERE JUST
PLUMORS? MAYBE THERE WAS SOMETHING
PEAL EOINE ON BETWEEN YOU TWO, HUH?

———

AWW, NICE TRY, BUT I KNOW
EXACTLY WHAT YOU’'RPE TRYING TO
DO PIGHT NOW/

COME ON, YOU eUuysS DID THE
SAME THING THIS MOPNING. CAN’T
I HAVE A LITTLE FLUN TOO?

SERIOUSLY, GIRPL! IT WAS JLILIA,
NOT ME/ HAHA, BUT OKAYYY.




BY THE WAY, OUR MIDTERM
EXAMS ARPE NEXT WEEK/

SO, T WAS THINKING, HOW ABOUT
W WE STUDY TOGETHER TOMORROW AT MY Y
"\ PLACE AFTER SCHOOL, OR MAYBE IN

T, THE EVENING?




AT YOLUPRP PLACE?
I'MSORPRY, ALICE. T DON'T
THINK I'LL BE ABLE TO.

HUH, WHY? I ALREADY &0OT
PERPMISSION FROM MY MOM. PLUS T ASKED
JULIA EAPLIER, SHE IS COMING TOO...
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EXAMS? I DON’T EVEN CAPE IF I FAIL NOW.
IT'S NOT LIKE I'LL NEED THESE RESLILTS FOR

FINALS. BY THE TIME THEY COME AROLIND... I'LL
- BE OUT OF HERPE LONE&G BEFOPRE THAT.
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HMM, I THINK I
KNOW HOW TO CONVINCE YOU...
SHOW ME YOUR NAILS?

HUH? MY NAILS? .
WHY, WHAT'S UP WITH THAT? .

SHOW ME ALREADY! 5%



/ LIH, HERE/ I WAS THINKING ABOUT
CUTTING THEM YESTERDAY, 8UT I JUST
DION’T GET A TIME...

OKAY, OKAY! 80, HERE'S A LITTLE DEAL...
IF YOU COME TOMORROW, IF YOU COME OVER
TOMOPRROW, I'LL PO YOUR NAILS FOR YOU.
SOLIND 600D?
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WHAT? HOLD P! YOU KNOW,
I ALWAYS THOUGHT YOU WERE WAY MORE
MATURE THAN JACK AND UULIA. AND HERE YOU
ARE, MAKINE A DEAL LIKE WE'RE KIDS!
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HeH, SERIOUSLY P
YOU'RE LAUGHING/
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. m S0PRY, T JUST CAN'T STOP/
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YEAH, YEAH, WE'RE JUST A KIDS,
LIKE YOU'RE A GRANNY OR SOMETHING/
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YOU TOOK HIM TO THE SALON
YESTELDAY?

o

PSS

/1

CALL. HER HAIR WAS A MESS, SO I THOUGHT
IT'D BE A 600D IDEA TO GET IT DONE BEFOPRE
YOU CAME HERE. HONESTLY, I'M NOT SLIRPE
YOU’'LL EVEN RECOEGNIZE HER NOW/

= REALLY?P YOU THINK I WON'T
PECOENIZE MY BOYFRIEND IF HE
CHANGES HIS HAIRSTYLE?
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WOW, THERE ARE SO
MANY STUDENTS AROLIND...

i

YOLR BOYFRIEND IS THERE
TOO. CAN YOU SPOT... HER?

IS HE, SOMEWHERE ‘
IN THESE STUDENTS?
UM... I... T DON’T SEE HIM.
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LOOK OVER THERE/
THE ONE WITH THE LIGHT-
COLORED LEATHER BAE.

REALLY? IS THAT HIM?
BUT WAIT, WHAT'S HE DOINéG... /

IS HE HOLDING THAT
OTHER &IRL'S HAND...
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'OH, DON'T GET THE WRONE IDEA! ~_
I KNOW THAT &IRL. HER NAME'S ALICE. )
THEY ARE JUST FRIENDS.
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FRIEND? WHY DID HE -
BECOME FRIENDS WITH A 6”?{..?:
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UH, I STILL CAN’T BELIEVE
IT'S HIM... HE LOOKS COMPLETELY
DIFFERENT FROM BEHIND.

SO WHAT? YOU EXPECT HER
TO HANG OUT WITH BOYS AS MIAP
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HER PERPMISSION FOPR YOU,

OH, AND BY THE WAY, WHO’S THAT
OTHER EIPL WITH HER? I'VE NEVER
SEEN HER BEFORE -

-I'i"n.—f
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NO, IT'S NOT ABOLUT HER...
I ACTUALLY HAVE SOME OTHER
STUFF TO DO TOMOPRPRPOW.
HUH, OTHER &IRPL7
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WHY DOES SHE LOOK
S50 STUNNED?




BEEAL

L ! | NO, MY NAILS ARE FINE JUST
WHY IS SHE ACTINE SO N l THE WAY THEY ARE. T DON'T NEED

WEIRD ALL OF A SUDDEN? Nt L ANYTHING DONE.

e —

UeH, HAS SHE EVER ACTED
NOPMAL, THOLUGH? SHE'S ALWAYS
BEEN LIKE THIS...

MAYBE YOU SHOLULD FIND ANOTHER
VOLLUNTEER TO SHOWCASE YOLUR NAIL
ART ON... HAHA/

—E E

YEAH, YEAH, FINE/ I'M
NOT THAT FAR, YOU DON’'T HAVE
TO SHOUT IT LIKE THAT.




80, YOU STILL DOUBT THAT IT’LL BE
TOLUEGH FOR HERP TO EET THRPOLEH THE
PEST OF THE SCHOOL YEAR?

| TO BE CONTINUED...
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