NEXT DAY...

ALRIGHT, AND JUST
MAKE SLRE YOU DON’T COME
BACK BEFORE 7 PAM.




L, WHY2D

DIDN’'T I TELL YOU SOMEONE
IS COMING TODAY, AND I DON'T
WANT ANYONE HERE?

OH, PIGHT,
YOLIR SECPET GLIESTS.
FINE, T WON'T SHOW LUP
BEFOPRPE 7.
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CK.

I HAVE TO MAKE SLRPE
TIME WITH JA

YOU SPEND MORE AND MOPRE

LET'S CHECK ON KEN NOW.
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SHE'S SEARCHING FOR IT
EVERYWHERE IN THE OFFICE.
IT MUST BE RPEALLY IMPORTANT
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NO, IF THERE IS SOMETHING
( LIKE THAT... SHE WOLILDN'T HAVE
\ANY REASON TO HIDE ABOUT IT.
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WHAT IF IT'S FROM SOMEONE SPECIAL?
15 SHE... SEEING SOMEONE...

\_IT’S PROBABLY JUST A REELILAR RINE. /
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ELUESS, I'M JUST OVERTHINKING.




CLARA’S CALLING... MAYBE I SHOLLD
ASK HER ABOUT THIS RING. IF IT'S SOMETHING
SPECIAL, SHE DEFINITELY KNOWS ABOUT IT.




I KNOW, RIGHT? THOLUGHT

I'D éIVE YOU A CALL BEFORE YOU
COMPLETELY FOR&OT YOUR
OLD FPRIEND.

OKAY, BUT BEFORPE THAT,
I'M KIND OF cUrIOUS... HOW’'S
EVERYTHING GOING IN BETWEEN
YOU AND EMMA?P

17"

& HAHA, NO, IT'S JUST THAT WORK
KEEPS ME SO BLUSY I BARPELY GET TIME TO
TALK TO ANYONE. BUT, YOU ACTUALLY CALLED

AT THE PERPFECT TIME, UM... T WANTED TO
ASK YOU ABOUT SOMETHING.




/

l _
' HLUH? WHAT DO YOU MEAN?

/
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OH, DON’T ACT DUMB.
YOU THINK I DON’T KNOW?

ALL THAT STUFF YOU’'VE DONE

FOR HER--FROM HELPING WITH HER SISTER’S
ADMISSION TO HER JOB. YOU FEEL MORE THAN
JUST A FRIEND FOR HER, DON’'T YOU?

ma———

I-I... IT'S NOT WHAT
YOU’'RE THINKING...




THERE'S NO POINT IN HIDING IT
ANYMORE. SOMETHING'S DEFINITELY
GOINE ON IN EMMA’S LIFE THAT
I DON’T KNOW ABOUT.

SHE'S HER CLOSE FRIEND,
IF I OPEN UP ABOUT HOW I FEEL,

MAYBE SHE'LL HELP ME LINDERSTAND
OH, PEALLY? MY BAD, I GLUESS EMMA BETTEL.

I'VE 60T A WILD IMAGINATION. HAHA,
FORGET EVERYTHING I JUST SAID/

S0, WHAT WAS IT YOU WANTED
TO ASK?

U-UH, CLARPA, YOLU'RPE RIGHT...
I... T PEALLY LIKE EMMA...




OF COURSE, YOU PO. I JUST
WANTED YOU TO ADMIT IT SO I CAN
USE YOU TO MY ADVANTAGE.

HA, WHAT A TIMING! IT MUST
BE THE SAME RPING MIA CAVE HER.
HMM, IT WOLILD BE BETTER IF HE

DOESN’'T éIVE IT BACK.

OH, I KNEW IT. BUT YOU HAVEN'T
EXPRESSED YOLIR FEELINGS TO EMMA
YET, RIGHT? OTHERWISE, SHE WOLILD
HAVE ALREADY TOLD ME.

HUH, WHY DO YOU THINK THAT?

NO, I HAVEN'T... I'VE BEEN |

WAITING FOR THE PIGHT TIME, BUT NOW

I FEEL LIKE THERPE'S SOMEONE ELSE
IN HER LIFE. '

I DON’T KNOW... EVERY TIME -
I TRY TO HAVE A DEEP CONVERSATION WITH
HER, SHE ACTS LIKE SHE’'S HIDING SOMETHING
OR LYINéG... AND YESTERDPAY, I FOLIND A
RING ON HER DESK TOO.

- I THINK IT’'S REALLY SPECIAL TO HER... 3

SHE'S BEEN ASKING EVERYONE IN THE OFFICE

IF ANYONE'S SEEN IT, AND HERE I AM, KEEPING
IT LIKE AN IDIOT. T SHOULD JUST &IVE

IT BACK TO HER. =




I THINK I KNOW ABOLUT THAT RPING.

IT'S FROM HER EX-BOYFRIEND.

FROM HER EX-BOYFRIEND?
THEN WHY IS SHE STILL KEEPING IT?

I DON’T KNOW. MAYBE SHE’S TRYING S
TO GET RID OF IT BUT JUST CAN’T. YOU
KNOW HOW HARD IT IS FOR A 8IRL TO MOVE
ON SOMETIMES. IT’S BETTER IF YOU
DON’T BIVE IT BACK TO HER.

1/

BUT IT'S WRON&. WHAT
IF SHE FINDS OUT THAT I
HAVE THIS?P?

‘ ‘! A

COME ON, DON’'T YOU SEE?P
MAYBE IT'S A SIGN THAT YOU FOLND THIS
RING, AND NOW YOU WANT TO PETURN IT, WHICH
KEEPS RPEMINDING HER OF HER EX. DON’T YOU

WANT HER TO FORGET ABOUT HIM?




OH, EMMA, HOW COLILD
YOU LOSE MIA'S PRECIOLIS EIFT...

ik | -

LET'S SEE WHAT YOU'LL
SAY WHEN SHE ASKS ABOLUT IT/

POOPR MIA... SHE MUST BE BUSY
DOINEG HER ASSIGNMENT RIGHT NOW.
I SHOLULDN'’T HAVE LIED TO HER ABOLT
SOMEONE COMINE OVER TODAY.

IM GETTING BORED ALREADY...
MMM, I THINK I SHOULD CALL HIM TODAY.




FROM TOMORROW? BUT WHAT
ABOUT MY FOOTBALL PRACTICE?

DIDN’T I WARN YOU THAT IF YOU GET
LOW MARPKS IN YOLIR EXAMS, THEN FORPGET
ABOUT FOOTBALL... ALSO, MP. CLARPK INFOPMED
ME THAT YOU'VE BEEN SKIPPING CLASSES TO
GO TO FOOTBALL PRACTICE. FY

¥

I PROMISE T WON'T DO IT AGAIN...
PLEASE. AND BESIDES, EXTRACURRICULAR
ACTIVITY MARKS COLINT FOR EXAMS TOO/

OKAY, BUT ON A FEW
CONDITIONS...




. YOU WON'T SKIP CLASSES FOR <
FOOTBALL, AND AFTER SCHOOL, YOU CAN N
ONLY 80 TO PRACTICE FOR ONE HOLPR.
_ AFTER THAT, YOU NEED TO COME STRAIGHT _
P TO THE OFFICE. ﬁ

>~ DO IHAVE TO COME TO N
THE OFFICE EVERY DAY PLEASE, YW
> WHAT WOULD I EVEN DO THERE?

HMM, FINE... FOR NOW,
AT LEAST TWO TO THRPEE DAYS
A WEEK. UNDERSTAND?

LUEH, FINE.




[ B EO AND CHECK WHO IT IS.

MUST BE MIA. SHE TEXTED EARPLIER
SAYING WE CAN’'T DO THE ASSIGNMENT
AT HER PLACE, SO SHE'LL COME

OVER HERE INSTEAD.




OH HEY, YOU CAME EARLY...

- YEAH, I THOUGHT IF I COME EARLIER,

WE'D HAVE MORE TIME TO WORK ON THE

ASSIGNMENT. DID YOU SEARPCH ALL THE
TOPICS I TEXTED YOU?




UH, NO... I JUST 0T BACK FROM
SCHOOL A LITTLE WHILE A&O. YOU KNOW
MY FOOTBALL PPACTICE RPLINS LATE. SEE,

IM STILL IN MY TRACKSUIT, DIDN’T EVEN
HAVE TIME TO CHANGE.

SERIOUSLY? ARGH, LET’'S NOT
WASTE MUCH TIME NOW...
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SHE'S MIA, MY CLASSMATE. '
THE TEACHER CAVE LUS AN ASSIGNMENT
TO WORK ON TOGETHER. THAT'S WHY
SHE'S HERE. |
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& AND YOU KNOW EMMA,
RIGHT? FROM THE OTHER BRANCH?
WELL, SHE IS HER SISTER.

P

“OM, HELLO! IT'S NICE TO
MEET YOU., T JUST MET YOUP )
_ BISTER YESTERDAY...




YOU TWO REALLY DON’T LOOK ALIKE.
YOUR FEATURES ARPE QUITE DIFFERENT. I'M
JUST CURIOUS--ARE YOU BOTH RPEALLY
BIOLOGICAL SISTERS?
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HAHA, OBVIOUSLY! DON’T MIND ME...
I JUST HAVE THIS HABIT OF NOTICING
EVERY SMALL DETAILS.
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MEANWHILE... | B
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T .3 NoEl MEETING
ARPE YOU SLRE ROOM
YOU LEFT IT HERE?

YEAH, I'M SURE. T PEMEMBER PLUTTING
IT ON THE DESK YESTERPDAY WHILE WE WERE
TALKING, BUT I FOREGOT TO TAKE IT WITH ME.




OH 0D,
WHERE COULD IT BE?/

FIND WHAT? DID YOU
GUYS LOSE SOMETHING?




ACTUALLY, EMMA FOR&OT
HER PING HERE YESTERDAY, BUT
NOW SHE CAN’T FIND IT...

OH, SEEMS LIKE THAT PINE IS
PEALLY IMPORTANT TO HER., SHE LOOKS
SO STPESSED TRYINE TO FIND IT.
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g UM, IT'S JUST ONE
OF MY FAVORITE RINES. R —— —
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AHH, DONT WORRY, I'LL ASK THE
CLEANING STAFF IF THEY'VE SEEN IT.
MAYBE THEY PICKED IT LIP WHILE
TIDYING LP.







WHY DID YOU STOP?

WE HAVEN'T EVEN FINISHED
HALF THE WORK, AND WE HAVE
TO SLBMIT THIS ASSIGNMENT
TOMORROW.

YOU'RE SLUCH A LAZY ASS/

YOU ARPE SO CPLEL...

YOU DIDN’T EVEN LET ME CHANGE
MY CLOTHES/ WE'VE BEEN WPRITING
FOR AN HOUR STRAIGHT, I'M
EXHAUSTED NOW.

I KNOW... THE DAY’'S NOT
OVER. LET'S TAKE A SHORT BREAK
BEFORPE WE CONTINLUE AZAIN.

YEAH, CALL ME
WHATEVER YOL WANT.




WHERE ARPE
You OIN&G NOW?

NO, I'M FINE. IT°'LL JUST
JUST FINISH MY PARPT OF WOPRPK
AND THEN LEAVE.

I'M GOING TO 6RPAB SOMETHING
TO DPPRINK. DO YOU WANT ANYTHING?

COME ON, ARPEN’'T YOU TIPED
FROM WPRITING TOO?P JUST TAKE
A BREAK. A FIVE MINUTE EAP
WON'T HURT.




FUCK, OBVIOUSLY, I'M TIRED :
TOO. I JUST DON’T WANT TO STAY
HERE ANY LONGER. «

WISH SOMEONE ELSE WOLLD
FINISH MY PART OF WOPRK.
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HMM, I CAN JUST ASK HIM TO
DO MY PART TOO. I'LL JUST HAVE TO
DO SOME ACTING. HE WON'T BE ABLE

TO SAY NO...
C )\
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YEAH, AND HOW COLULD A BOY -
DENY DOINE A FAVOR, ESPECIALLY
WHEN A &IPL ASKS NICELY... -



HERE, HAVE THIS! THOUEHT YOU
MIEHT NEED A LITTLE PEFRESHMENT.

THANKS... WAIT, MY HEAD...




UGH, NO... MY HEAD.
IT'S STARPTING TO ACHE.

NO, I DON’T WANT ANY
MEDICINE. I THINK I'LL FEEL
BETTER IF I JUST &0 HOME

AND PEST FORP A BIT.

IT'S ALRIGHT... I'LL CALL
HER MYSELF. CAN YOU JUST
DO ME ONE FAVOR?

HLUH, WHAT HAPPENED?
ARE YOU OKAY?

LB e e =

DPRINK THIS JUICE, IT MIGHT
HELP. DO YOU WANT ME TO BRING
YOU SOME MEDICINE?

LUH, ALRIGHT. DO YOU WANT
ME TO DROP YOU HOME OPrR
SHOLLD I CALL CLARPA?P

YEAH, WHAT IS IT?




CAN YOU PLEASE COMPLETE
THE WHOLE ASSIEGNMENT BY
TOMORPRPOW?

MR, CLARPK WOLLD BE
ANGRY AND THINK WE'RPE JUST
MAKING EXCLUSES.

— — — ﬁ
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ALL BY MYSELFP BUT THAT'S A LOT.
WE CAN JUST ASK THE TEACHER FOR
AN EXTPA TIME TOMORPROW AND FINISH

IT TOGETHER LATER... -

| -

|



ALRIGHT, I'LL DO IT...
J-JUST DON’T MAKE THIS FACE...




I SHOULD'VE JUST DONE THIS
OVER THE PHONE... THEN I WOLILDON’T
HAVE HAD TO &0 TO HIS PLACE IN
THE FIRST PLACE.




~ BUT IT'S STILL ONLY 5 PM,
( AND cLARA SAID NOT TO COME
N BACK BEFORE 7.

SHOULD I &0 TO ALUNT’S
PLACEP IT'S BEEN A WHILE SINCE
I LAST VISITED HER.

HMM, BUT THE CURIOSITY IS
KILLING ME/ WHO’'S CLARPA MEETINEG,
AND WHY DOESN’T SHE WANT
ANYONE AROLND?




WHEN I WAS TALKING ABOUT THE
ASSIGNMENT, CLARA JUST BROUGHT
THAT UP OUT OF NOWHERE. WAS SHE

LYING TO ME?

I GUESS I COULD JUST HEAD
HOME WITHOUT TELLING HER AND
FIND OUT FORP MYSELF.
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S0 SHE RPEALLY WAS LYING...
THERE’'S NO ONE HERE, NOT EVEN HER.
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SOMETIME LATER...




HUH, I THINK I HEARD
SOMETHING FROM THE BEDROOM...
IS SHE IN THEPE...




WELL, YOU DON’T INVITE ME OVER
AS MUCH THESE DAYS, SO I THOUGHT I'D MAKE
A LITTLE VIDEO FOR MYSELF... SOMETHING TO
WATCH LATER WHENEVER I MISS THIS.

-

X WHAT'S THAT? )

7 HUH? YOU WERE LISING
YOLIR PHONE WHILE DOINEG
THIS?

—-H___'_'-

DON’T WORRY, YOU HAVE
ENOUEGH TIME TODAY. YOU CAN
DO IT IN THE NEXT RPOLIND.







OH/ I-I'M SORRY... I THOLUGHT
 YOU WERE ALONE IN HERE.

ITS... IT'S OKAY, I DIDN’'T SEE
ANYTHING. I'M JUST... GOING OUTSIDE
NOW. YOU eUuysS CONTINUE/ --

TO BE CONTINLUED...
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