


It's so 
strange 

carrying a 
purse… but my 
clothes don't 

have any 
functional 

pockets

It's so 
strange 

carrying a 
purse… but my 
clothes don't 

have any 
functional 

pockets



I can feel 
the breeze 
through my 

pantyhose… it’s a 
pleasant sensation 
very different from 
walking in heels. Five 
minutes and my feet 

are already 
burning

I can feel 
the breeze 
through my 

pantyhose… it’s a 
pleasant sensation 
very different from 
walking in heels. Five 
minutes and my feet 

are already 
burning



I’ll have 
to call an Uber… 
It’d be weird if I 
showed up in my 
personal car

I’ll have 
to call an Uber… 
It’d be weird if I 
showed up in my 
personal car



hanna 
really did the 

full makeover… even 
the sweet perfume I 

keep catching whiffs of.
It’ll be hard for 

anyone to guess I’m a 
man at first glance… my 

voice is the biggest 
giveaway

hanna 
really did the 

full makeover… even 
the sweet perfume I 

keep catching whiffs of.
It’ll be hard for 

anyone to guess I’m a 
man at first glance… my 

voice is the biggest 
giveaway



Later...

Hello, 
Ms. Mabel

Hello, 
Ms. Mabel

Hello, 
Marcela, It’s 
a pleasure to 

finally meet you 
in person

Hello, 
Marcela, It’s 
a pleasure to 

finally meet you 
in person



The 
pleasure’s 

mine, welcome!

The 
pleasure’s 

mine, welcome!

How was 
your trip?
How was 

your trip?

I’m 
not big on 
travel... I 
panic on 

planes… Thank 
God trains 

exist!

I’m 
not big on 
travel... I 
panic on 

planes… Thank 
God trains 

exist!



And 
what if you 

had to take a 
plane?

And 
what if you 

had to take a 
plane?

Gin!Gin!



hEHEHE!
hEHEHE!



I 
just 

love your 
outfit!

I 
just 

love your 
outfit!

Really? 
It’s what I 

love wearing 
to meetings... I 

feel empowered, 
like it’s my 

armor

Really? 
It’s what I 

love wearing 
to meetings... I 

feel empowered, 
like it’s my 

armor

That’s an 
interesting 
way to put 

it!

That’s an 
interesting 
way to put 

it!



aT THE STUDIO...

Would you 
like some 
tea? Maybe 

coffee, 
Mabel?

Would you 
like some 
tea? Maybe 

coffee, 
Mabel?

Thanks, 
but I’m fine, 

Marcela

Thanks, 
but I’m fine, 

Marcela



 First, 
I want to 

thank you in 
advance, Mabel. I 

know you’re a busy 
person, and I’m 

amazed you made 
time to come

 First, 
I want to 

thank you in 
advance, Mabel. I 

know you’re a busy 
person, and I’m 

amazed you made 
time to come

I’m 
happy I 
could 
make it

I’m 
happy I 
could 
make it



So, 
first I want 

to explain my 
methodology

So, 
first I want 

to explain my 
methodology

Sure!Sure!

Instead of a 
traditional Q&A, 

I’d rather just have 
a natural 

conversatioN like 
two people getting 

to know each 
other

Instead of a 
traditional Q&A, 

I’d rather just have 
a natural 

conversatioN like 
two people getting 

to know each 
other



I 
think a 

more organic 
approach works 

better than 
sticking to a rigid 

structure

I 
think a 

more organic 
approach works 

better than 
sticking to a rigid 

structure I 
agree 

with you

I 
agree 

with you



hMMhMM

Are 
you in a 

relationship, 
Mabel?

Are 
you in a 

relationship, 
Mabel?

yes, I 
am. But it’s 
not exactly 

conventional

yes, I 
am. But it’s 
not exactly 

conventional

I 
have a 

boyfriend, 
Pretty normal 

setup... How does 
yours work?

I 
have a 

boyfriend, 
Pretty normal 

setup... How does 
yours work?



 I’m 
married, but 

unfortunately, 
I’m not able to 
have children

 I’m 
married, but 

unfortunately, 
I’m not able to 
have children

That’s 
sad…
That’s 
sad…

My 
husband 

and I lead 
separate lives, 
We don’t live 

together

My 
husband 

and I lead 
separate lives, 
We don’t live 

together



That’s 
really 

different

That’s 
really 

different
We 

love each 
other, but we 

believe in 
preserving our 

individuality

We 
love each 

other, but we 
believe in 

preserving our 
individuality

So, is 
it an open 

relationship?

So, is 
it an open 

relationship?

No, 
we’re a 

couple, with 
independent 

lives

No, 
we’re a 

couple, with 
independent 

lives



That’s very 
unusual… I 

don’t think it’d 
work for me

That’s very 
unusual… I 

don’t think it’d 
work for me

For 
us, it was the 

right decision. 
We spend quality 
time together, but 
we also give each 

other space

For 
us, it was the 

right decision. 
We spend quality 
time together, but 
we also give each 

other space

How 
long have 

you had this 
arrangement?

How 
long have 

you had this 
arrangement?

We've never 
had a 

conventional 
setup… it's been 
four years now, 

two of those 
married

We've never 
had a 

conventional 
setup… it's been 
four years now, 

two of those 
married



Do 
you work 
with your 
husband?

Do 
you work 
with your 
husband?  I’d 

say probably 
not… but you 
do know him

 I’d 
say probably 
not… but you 
do know him

Paolo?Paolo?

But 
please don’t 
include this, I 

prefer to keep my 
personal life 

private

But 
please don’t 
include this, I 

prefer to keep my 
personal life 

private

Of course!Of course!



So, 
are you 

investing in this 
business because 

he’s your 
husband?

So, 
are you 

investing in this 
business because 

he’s your 
husband?

No, 
I’m doing it 
because it’s 

what I do for 
a living

No, 
I’m doing it 
because it’s 

what I do for 
a living

I join 
companies as a 

partner...sometimes 
it’s an existing one 

that needs capital for 
new projects, or a new 

one with a solid 
business plan

I join 
companies as a 

partner...sometimes 
it’s an existing one 

that needs capital for 
new projects, or a new 

one with a solid 
business plan



How 
did you get 

into this kind of 
business?

How 
did you get 

into this kind of 
business?

I 
started 

investing my own 
money in stocks 

when I was 16. As I 
got older, I kept 
trying to diversify 

my portfolio

I 
started 

investing my own 
money in stocks 

when I was 16. As I 
got older, I kept 
trying to diversify 

my portfolio

 Years 
later, I was 
working at a 
multinational 

company. I climbed the 
corporate ladder, but 

eventually hit a 
ceiling I couldn’t 

break through

 Years 
later, I was 
working at a 
multinational 

company. I climbed the 
corporate ladder, but 

eventually hit a 
ceiling I couldn’t 

break through



And 
what was 

it?

And 
what was 

it? Chauvinism... 
Every 

promotion I was 
up for went to a 

less qualified male 
colleague

Chauvinism... 
Every 

promotion I was 
up for went to a 

less qualified male 
colleague

Men 
with fewer 
technical 

and social 
skills than I 

had

Men 
with fewer 
technical 

and social 
skills than I 

hadThat’s really 
unfortunate… It 
feels like that’s 

still the case in a 
lot of traditional 

companies

That’s really 
unfortunate… It 
feels like that’s 

still the case in a 
lot of traditional 

companies



The 
sexism was 

everywhere... Even 
after more than ten 

years at the company, 
many male executives 

still saw me as just a 
pretty face

The 
sexism was 

everywhere... Even 
after more than ten 

years at the company, 
many male executives 

still saw me as just a 
pretty face

That 
was my turning 

point, I decided to 
start my own 

businesS investing in 
ventures where I could 

actually make money 
and be respected

That 
was my turning 

point, I decided to 
start my own 

businesS investing in 
ventures where I could 

actually make money 
and be respected



And 
how exactly 
do you make 

money, Mabel?

And 
how exactly 
do you make 

money, Mabel? I 
invest my 

own money 
into projects 

that may or may 
not succeed. When 
things go well, I 

have two 
options:

I 
invest my 

own money 
into projects 

that may or may 
not succeed. When 
things go well, I 

have two 
options:

I either 
keep my share 

and earn ongoing 
incomE or I sell it, 
either back to the 

original entrepreneur 
or to another 

investor

I either 
keep my share 

and earn ongoing 
incomE or I sell it, 
either back to the 

original entrepreneur 
or to another 

investor

and 
that’s 

how I keep 
the wheel 
turning

and 
that’s 

how I keep 
the wheel 
turning



HEHE!HEHE!

How do 
you know 
where to 
invest?

How do 
you know 
where to 
invest?

That’s a 
trade 

secret!

That’s a 
trade 

secret!
I see…I see…



How 
do you 

balance all 
that and still 

maintain a good 
quality of 

life?

How 
do you 

balance all 
that and still 

maintain a good 
quality of 

life? First 
of all, I 

don’t see it as 
simply buying 

company shares, 
it's more like 

buying knowledge 
from my business 

partners

First 
of all, I 

don’t see it as 
simply buying 

company shares, 
it's more like 

buying knowledge 
from my business 

partners

I let 
them run the 
business... Of 

course, I want to 
know where my money 
is going, but in my line 

of work, the most 
important thing is 

finding people I can 
trust

I let 
them run the 
business... Of 

course, I want to 
know where my money 
is going, but in my line 

of work, the most 
important thing is 

finding people I can 
trust



A 
project can 

fail, but if someone 
acted in good faith and 

gave it their best, I’d still 
consider working with 
them again if their next 
idea shows potential

A 
project can 

fail, but if someone 
acted in good faith and 

gave it their best, I’d still 
consider working with 
them again if their next 
idea shows potential



That’s 
why I don’t 

spend my time 
managing multiple 

companies... I 
focus on where 

I’m really 
needed

That’s 
why I don’t 

spend my time 
managing multiple 

companies... I 
focus on where 

I’m really 
needed If my 

whole life 
were just work, I 
wouldn’t have time 
to enjoy simple 

things...like myself, 
my husband, and the 

time we share 
together

If my 
whole life 

were just work, I 
wouldn’t have time 
to enjoy simple 

things...like myself, 
my husband, and the 

time we share 
together



 What’s 
the point of 

making money if 
you’re always 

working and never 
have time to enjoy 

the simple 
pleasures in 

life?

 What’s 
the point of 

making money if 
you’re always 

working and never 
have time to enjoy 

the simple 
pleasures in 

life?

I totally 
agree 

with you, 
Mabel!

I totally 
agree 

with you, 
Mabel!



To 
wrap it up… 

tell me about a 
dream or plan 

you have

To 
wrap it up… 

tell me about a 
dream or plan 

you have

My 
dream is to 
have a baby... 

Unfortunately, I 
can’t, but in the 

future, I plan to 
adopt, I want to 

be a mom

My 
dream is to 
have a baby... 

Unfortunately, I 
can’t, but in the 

future, I plan to 
adopt, I want to 

be a mom

And 
not the kind 
of mom who 
outsources 

raising a child, I 
want to be there 

for them

And 
not the kind 
of mom who 
outsources 

raising a child, I 
want to be there 

for themThat’s 
beautiful!

That’s 
beautiful!



Some time later... I 
have to 

thank you again, 
Mabel, I truly 

enjoyed our talk. 
But why don’t you 

have any social 
media?

I 
have to 

thank you again, 
Mabel, I truly 

enjoyed our talk. 
But why don’t you 

have any social 
media?

I 
prefer to 

keep my life 
private

I 
prefer to 

keep my life 
private

 But 
think about it, 
people would 

love to know more 
about you. It could 
be great for both 

your personal 
image and your 

business

 But 
think about it, 
people would 

love to know more 
about you. It could 
be great for both 

your personal 
image and your 

business



I’ll 
think 

about it

I’ll 
think 

about it

That 
actually 

sounds like a 
great idea!

That 
actually 

sounds like a 
great idea!

If you 
ever start an 

Instagram 
account, for 

example, I could 
include it in the 

article so readers 
can follow you

If you 
ever start an 

Instagram 
account, for 

example, I could 
include it in the 

article so readers 
can follow you


