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The Birthday Surprise, Part 1


"Remi's going to love this," Mia said to herself, glancing around her living room. The streamers fluttered in the gentle breeze from the open windows, and the faint scent of baked goods wafted from the kitchen. It was the perfect setting for a surprise birthday bash. She checked her watch; the guests would be arriving soon, and she still had a few things to do before the main event.

The doorbell rang, and Mia hurried to answer it, expecting the caterer. Instead, she found a mysterious woman standing on the doorstep, a duffel bag slung over her shoulder. "You must be Tessa," Mia exclaimed, recognizing her from the hypnotist's profile online. "But the party isn't for another couple of hours."

"I like to get set up early," Tessa replied, her smile as smooth as honey. She was taller than Mia had anticipated, with a commanding presence that was somehow both calming and thrilling. Her eyes were a piercing shade of blue that seemed to hold secrets behind them. "Is it okay if I come in and start setting up?"

Mia nodded, stepping aside to let Tessa in. "Sure, I've got everything ready for you in the den." As she led the way, she couldn't help but feel a little nervous. Hiring an adult hypnotist had been a bold move, and she hoped it would be worth the extravagance.

Tessa surveyed the room and pulled out a peculiar device. It had a stand like a desk fan, but the device was much larger. Attached to the stand was a large circle that appeared to be a screen. "This is the pièce de résistance," she said, her voice dripping with confidence. "My magic hypnospiral. It's quite mesmerizing, isn't it?"
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