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Chapter 01

Yuuki took deep breaths as he cleared his head. Then he dipped the brush on the black ink he had prepared. When the tip was soaked, he raised it and held it above the blank talisman. As the droplets fell and tainted the white paper, he concentrated into his hand, channeling the energy that coursed inside him.

I’m just making a talisman… I’m not fighting a demon or anything. This is only a talisman for practice. There’s no reason to be nervous. I did it the other day. I made two and they both worked, he told himself.

I’m not the same as I used to be…I’m not a failure priest anymore…I can do this…Thanks to Elli.

Even if he knew that, his stomach tightened more than it should. Ignoring the rumbling, Yuuki brought the brush down and touched the paper, making a big black dot. With the Hero’s energy flowing into his hands and filling the tool, he drew the symbol for purifying.

Each stroke contained his magic. If not, the talisman wouldn’t react to the spell or chanting, and it would fail; as it had happened his entire life.

Don’t think about the past… I’m not the same…

Despite pushing the bad thoughts away, he felt the flow of energy wavering. It’s hard for someone like me who has no control. Especially with him staring at me so closely.

The cute face that looked like an unbelievable cute girl observing him inches away belonged to Elligolas, an extremely powerful demon from another dimension. He wasn’t just any demon. Even though he had long abandoned the wish to destroy his world, he was still the Demon King.

The reason such a powerful existence had cross dimensions for centuries and was now in a temple in modern-day Japan was to meet his lover, the Hero who once defeated him.

In other others, Yuuki’s previous life.

“You’re making it impossible for me to concentrate,” he said after he finished the talisman and rested the brush. As he stared at the tool, he had no idea if it would work like the last two he had made.

“Eh? I’m to blame? I’m just quietly watching you work.” Despite his words, Elli grinned and hugged Yuuki’s arm. “I’m not doing anything.”

“It’s not about doing anything… Your… presence distracts me… It’s too… stimulating…” His cheeks became pink as he averted his eyes. Just being in the same room with him makes my heart pound faster. “A-and it can’t be fun watching me do this… It’s boring even for me…”

“It’s not boring at all. I get to look at your face when you’re all focusing. It’s so cute I can’t help but fall in love all over.” The Demon King blushed, “You better take responsibility for making me feel like this.”

Though he was weak and a failure who couldn’t even cast the simplest spells and couldn’t even seal puny demons, Yuuki came from a long line of Japanese exorcist priests. He had been studying how to fight youkais, demons, spirits and anything which could harm humans ever since he could remember. Not only that, his previous life was a Hero who drove away the Demon King who threatened to destroy the world.

However, it made no difference. Even if he tried, he knew he couldn’t resist the Demon King he loved.

Elli just wants to embarrass me. He’s a demon of temptation, after all. He told himself to keep focus and not succumb to his desires. However, deep down, he knew only half was true. Even if they didn’t do anything special, the Demon King enjoyed just being in the same room together, and Yuuki felt the same.

“E-even if you say that… H-how about if you make one yourself?” he offered the brush and a white rectangular piece of paper.

“Okay!” Beaming, Elli accepted the brush and the talisman, sitting on his boyfriend’s lap, shifting until he found a comfortable position.

Yuuki widened his eyes and tried to quell down his earthly desires and clear his mind. Elli’s doing this on purpose! He’s doing this to make me hard! I knew it! This teasing Demon King just wants to see me embarrassed!

He did his best to keep his face empty and hide what was inside his head. However, it was all for naught. As he felt Elli’s body against his, his blood gathered between his legs.

The Demon King bent over the low table and drew the same symbols as the priest on the blank talisman. The friction only made his blood gather faster.

“How is it?” Elli asked with a note of pride in his voice, raising the tool he had created. “It’s perfect, right? Just say it.”

“I-It is… b-but I don’t know if it’ll work,” Yuuki managed to say as he controlled his breathing and thought of anything other than the demon he loved. Elli knows I’m hard, right? He has to know. There’s no way he’s not feeling it. He’s doing it on purpose!

“Eh? Why not? It looks the same as yours,” he complained, pouting as he compared both talismans.

Oh, heavens! He’s too cute when he pouts like this!

“I-it’s not… just copying the symbol… I-it looks the same, but you need to…concentrate…on each stroke…Pour your…magic on it…That way it’ll react… to the spell… or chanting…”

“Concentrate and pour my magic, huh?” Elli hummed as he stared at his work. “Sounds simple but it’s harder than it seems…”

“Y-yeah…”

The Demon King hummed again and then put the talismans down. Almost in the same instant, the concentrated expression vanished as he glanced at Yuuki with a sly smile. “When you say to pour my magic, it’s like what your manly sword wants to do with me right now? To thrust your essence deep inside me so hard I won’t be able to stand?”

Before the priest reacted, the Demon King turned around and pushed him down, pinning the human he loved on the ground. Despite his petit body, he was much stronger than Yuuki.

“You noticed?” Yuuki flashed a wry smile, his face red. I knew it. He’s not the demon of shadow, he’s the demon of lust and temptation!

“There’s no way I wouldn’t feel your manly sword pressing against me. Do you have idea how many times you’ve thrust it inside me?” Yuuki gulped. Under Elli’s expression, he could only feel his member hardening even more.

“H-how many?”

“So many times I can’t even count.”

“I-is that so?”

“Yes. But now is not the right moment.”

“I-it’s not?”

Elli shook his head, the sly smile becoming the teasing one as he circled Yuuki’s nipple with a finger. Even through the priest’s garments, it had an effect.

“Of course not. I was just watching you create a talisman. I did nothing, just like I promised. I had the purest of intention… And yet you’re having this reaction,” Elli whispered in a sweet and alluring voice. At the same time, his hand slid down Yuuki’s belly, going towards the member.

“P-purest intention?” he repeated. “L-liar… Y-you did it on purpose…”

“All I did was sit on your lap and get a better position to write. Yet you’re saying this here is my fault?” Elli moved the hand up and down slowly.

Yuuki pressed his lips and nodded. He didn’t trust his own voice. He knew it would come out weird and high pitched and the Demon King would tease him even more.

Even so, Elli realized and let out a mischievous chuckle. “Well, then. If it’s my fault, I’ll take care of it.”

Without taking his eyes off the priest, Elli clutched the member with more strength. His grip was firm but not enough to cause pain. It was just enough to make the human he loved hold his breath as the pleasure intensified.

At once, his body reacted, pumping more blood as those delicate fingers moved up and down. Before he could even think of anything, the Demon King sealed Yuuki’s lips with his own.

His mind went blank. He hugged and kissed Elli in return. He was on the verge of losing to his carnal desires. He wanted to be one with that demon as much as the demon wanted to be one with him.

However, when they parted their lips, the part of him which wasn’t completely enthralled, and could still reason took over for a moment. “Wait… we can’t…”

“Why not?” Elli’s voice full of longing was the most alluring and sweet thing Yuuki had ever heard. “We are free and love each other.”

The Demon King wanted to kiss again, but he turned his head away.

It was a mistake. Instead of his lips, Elli kissed him on the neck, making his rational side even weaker.

“Y-yeah… but not here… My family’s workshop… Let’s go… to my bedroom!”

With the lust all over his face, Elli leaned closer to his ear to whisper, “It’s just the two of us right now. No one would ever know…”

The priest’s breathing became rapid and shallow. He had little resistance to that cute demon. I’m weak to him… Just as in my previous life… the demon of lust and temptation is seducing me.

While he forced his mind to focus, he didn’t answer. His lack of response was Elli’s cue to continue. The next moment, the demon was kissing him again. As the kiss became more intense, the hand around the member moved faster.

When Yuuki was about to lose himself and give in to his carnal desires and make love to Elli right there, there was a loud and forced cough.

“Excuse me, but you’re not alone, my King,” someone said. “Please, don’t forget about me, your most loyal servant.”

That polite and yet annoyed tone which was contained the anger was enough to bring Yuuki’s reasoning back.

“Cursed you, Kari! Why are you here? I ordered you to sweep the temple!” Elli’s harsh voice was nothing like the alluring and tempting tone from seconds ago.

“And it is done, my King. Your word is my command, after all.”

“Then go clean the backyard! Or the kitchen!”

“It is already done as swell.”

“Then restock the shop!”

“Already taken care of, my king. I wait for your orders,” Kari said, bowing to the Demon King before glaring at Yuuki, who flashed a wry smile.

“Fine! Fine!” Elli pulled his hand back and crossed his arms, sulking while sitting on the priest’s belly.

As Yuuki’ breathing returned to normal, he chuckled and patted the Demon King on head. “Don’t be mad at Karius, Elli.”

“How could I not be? He’s getting in the way!” he let out a frustrated sigh. Then he mumbled, “I don’t know why you didn’t let me erase that thing.”

“Don’t say such harsh things. You’d be sad if you killed your subordinate.”

“That’s not true. I wouldn’t even be bothered!”

Yuuki couldn’t help but smile. He knew just the right way to appease his Demon King. “You look cute when you pout like this.”

Almost like a spell, his words had immediate effect and Elli flashed a reluctant smile despite his efforts to stop it.

“How are you gonna take care of my bad mood?” he asked in a childish voice, looking at anywhere but his boyfriend.

“Like this,” the priest hugged him as hard as he could.

“That’s sneaky of you. You know I’m weak to your hugs…” Elli groaned for a moment. Then he cave in and hugged Yuuki back. “I’ll forgive you… this time.”

“That’s so cute it makes me want to barf,” said the Demon Duke. Though the tone was respectful and rather friendly, the disgusted expression said it all, “You’ve really twisted the King’s mind, hero.”

“Shut up, Kari. Do you want me to correct my mistake and kill you right now?” Elli shouted. Despite his threat, he still hugged the human he loved.

“Yes, please, my King. If that will help bring the real you back, I gladly offer my lowly life to you.”

“Curse you… I’m not gonna do that… right?” Elli glanced at Yuuki, his eyes almost begging.

The priest smiled and patted him again, “Come, let’s have breakfast.”

As Yuuki and Elli headed to the kitchen, Karius followed them.

“I know it’s late but why am I wearing this?” Just like the Demon King, the Demon Duke was wearing a red and white Japanese priestess outfit.

“There aren’t any other clothes your size,” Yuuki answered.

Elli narrowed his eyes. “Is that so?”

“W-what’s that supposed to mean?”

“I just thought you enjoyed putting boys in girl’s clothes and underwear,” he said with a sly smile. “That’s what you did to me.”

The priest blushed at once. “T-that wasn’t my fault… You look cute in so those dresses I… Wait, what did you just say?” It took a moment, but Yuuki realized something. “Boys in girl’s clothes and underwear? Is Karius a guy?”

The demons looked at him.

“You didn’t realize that?” Elli asked, mildly surprised.

“Can’t believe you… How dense can you be?” Karius added, shaking his head. “We fought so many times in the past.”

“How I was supposed to know? Look at her! I mean, him! He’s so cute I thought she was a girl!” Yuuki tried to defend himself.

Elli laughed and clanged to his arm. “I’m glad my boyfriend is slow in that area. For a moment, I was thinking you liked putting boys in skirt. I mean, you do have a taste for that…”

“No, I don’t! I really thought Karius was a girl!”

“So, you don’t enjoy making boys cross-dress? Then you don’t want me dressing as a girl anymore?” Elli asked.

Yuuki went red as he looked away. “I didn’t say that… You look cute too in that…”

His words only made the Demon King smile. “You’re a pervert. A huge pervert. The King of perverts. But since you’re my pervert, I don’t mind.”


Chapter 02

“Just once… Please,” Elli begged. His voice, along with his expression, were too alluring.

“N-no way… It’s too embarrassing…” Yuuki became an alarming shade of red. He averted his eyes and made sure he didn’t look at the demon. If I look at his face, I’ll cave in.

“Please…” The Demon King held the chopsticks closer to the priest’s mouth. “You did it to me the first time we ate together. And I saw in a few of those magazines you have. I thought it was cute and romantic and wanted to feed you at least once…”

“Why were you reading those?” I thought I’d hidden everything when he was sleeping… I wanted to avoid this kind of embarrassment.

“To know more about you and what you like,” Elli said with a bright smile. Then he leaned closer, his smile turning sly. “And it’s been very helpful. Thanks to those magazines, I also found out a few more outfits you enjoy. If you want, I can wear them right now and then we can—”

“Fine, Elli, fine! Stop talking, please! Here!” Yuuki opened his mouth to shut the demon’s.

Why the hell is he saying that in front of Kari? It’s already embarrassing enough.

As the Demon King fed the priest, he flashed a huge grin as if something so simple made him happiest in the world.

“I thought it was a bit strange, like feeding a baby. But this is actually fun. Now I know why you enjoy it. Here. Have another bite.”

“Can’t believe one of the greatest Demon King to ever exist in our world is reduced to this… Feeding the lowly remains of a despicable Hero who enjoys making men dress like girls,” Kari mumbled from the other side of the table, loud enough to the other two to hear.

“You be quiet, you ungrateful cat-demon! I let you have Yuuki’s homemade food out of the goodness of my heart and you say that?” Elli shouted, holding the chopstick halfway to the priest’s mouth, the food threatening to fall as he grew more agitated. “I should let you starve for once!”

“That’s good, my King. Let the anger flow through you. Let it consume you. Use your anger and become the greatest Demon King ever since the Supreme Demon Emperor Izunashi,” Kari urged, his eyes wide with hope.

“C-calm down, Elli. Here,” Yuuki bent and ate the food on chopsticks. “I-I want more.”

That was enough to quell the Demon King’s anger and make him forget about his subordinate. Almost like a different person, he smiled as he fed the human he loved. Ignoring the occasional grunts and sounds of disgust coming from the other side of the table, they finished the breakfast.

“It was delicious,” Elli said, hugging Yuuki’s arm. “This is wonderful. You really learned how to cook in this life, just like you wanted.”

“Yeah, well… it’s nothing much… Anyone can do it if they learn…” he blushed and scratched his neck.

Elli’s smile turned gentle as he forced him to look in his eyes. “Don’t put yourself down. In your previous life, you always wanted to learn but never had the time. The food was delicious, just like you dreamed.”

“Yes, my King. At least that is something we agree upon. You’re better in a kitchen than in the battlefield, Hero,” Kari said in a dry voice.

Elli let out a mean laugh, “That’s a great compliment, Yuuki. It’s coming from the Demon Duke who lost to you the most.”

“T-that wasn’t because of him!” Kari shouted, blushing. “He just happened to be there. In fact, it was all that knight’s fault! She managed to see through my traps every time! If not for her, I wouldn’t have lost so many times!”

“So, you’re saying you would’ve still lost?” Elli’s smug made him trembled with rage and grow quiet.

“The Knight?” Yuuki mumbled as he forced his memory to work. He did remember he had companions. remember they fought side by side and share many tears and laughs together. But couldn’t recall their faces no matter how much he tried. He knew, however, she was beautiful.

“Yeah, that bitch! You and I barely met on the battlefield, so it’s not like I lost to you directly!”

“He was the commander of their army, so you still lost to him. And don’t say it was a draw.” Elli’s smug widened. “Why it bothers you? I lost to him fair and square. He strong and has a gentle heart. That’s why I fell in love with him. But you can’t do that. Yuuki’s mine!”

He tugged the priest’s arm, pulling him away from the Demon Duke, watching his subordinate with suspicion.

“I would never fall in love with that, my King…” Kari’s eyes watered as he lowered his head. “One of the greatest Demon King since the Gods of Old themselves ruled our land is now in love with the human who defeated him. It’s a dark day for the demons ever since we face our last extinction.”

Elli rolled his eyes, “Stop exaggerating. I was never great nor anything.”

“I’m not, my King. You were great. You have no idea since you’ve been crossing dimensions,” Kari glared at Yuuki for a moment, his rage overtaking his sadness, “but our kind as fallen too much since your defeat hundreds of years ago. We are chased, hunt, exorcised, enslaved… That’s why we need you back, my King. We need someone strong to guide us.”

“If demons have fallen so low, it’s their fault. I once try to take over the world and lost. You can’t blame humans for harboring hate towards us. If they want, they can try to destroy humans again, but I’m staying here with Yuuki,” Elli smiled and hugged the human he loved.

“Yes… The hero who took our King from us…” Despite the soft voice, the hate was there.

Yuuki let out an awkward chuckle as the cold sweat came down his neck. I know he won’t attack me with Elli around, but that intense aura is scary.

“S-speaking of that, how did you learn how to travel through dimensions?” he asked to change the subject. “Elli said it’s not something easy.”

“And it’s not. Apart from the King, only a handful of demons can do it.” Kari made no effort to hide his pride, stuffing the chest he didn’t have.

“That’s not what he asked. How did you learn? And where did you learn?” Elli narrowed his eyes, “I had to go through a lot of trouble for it.”

“I highly doubt that, my King. You were the strongest demon ever—”

“Yeah, yeah, since the gods of Old and whatever. Just so you know, I think it took me over two decades to learn and master that power. But it doesn’t matter. It’s been centuries since that. Above that, tell us how and where you learned.”

“It was… it was…” Kari blinked and looked confused as he tried to focus. “What…? It was… where… Argh… I can’t remember…”

“Karius, it’s an order. Tell me,” Elli said in a cold voice, his eyes matching, his energy leaking a little from the cloak made from Yuuki’s power.

“Forgive me, my King, but I’m telling the truth. I cannot remember where I learned the power to travel through dimensions… I… I remember I was looking for you… The next thing I know I was in this dimension and knew you were coming…”

Elli’s stare was so intense Kari flinched and flashed a tense smile as drops of cold sweat ran down his forehead. Then he sighed. “He’s telling the truth. This stupid cat can’t lie to me. He never could…”

“What do you think? Where could he have learned it?” Yuuki asked.

“Before that, let me ask this thing another question,” Elli said. “How did you know where to find the Hero? How did you know who he was?”

“I don’t remember how I knew, my King. P-please, forgive me! I-I can tell it was from the same place where I learn how to travel through dimensions!” Kari quickly added when he sensed Elli’s demonic energy stirring again.

“How can you tell that if you don’t remember?”

“It’s a hunch, my King! A hunch! I’m almost certain I learned everything in the same place, I swear!”

“A hunch?” Elli clicked his tongue. “That’s useless. You’re useless.”

He was mad for a moment but then the anger vanished and was replaced by a growing worry.

“What are you thinking?” Yuuki asked.

“Someone is still after us…This someone messed with Kari’s memories and sent him to you to wait for me…”

Yuuki thought for a moment. “Whoever was, I don’t think they want to bring Elligolas back.”

“Are you an idiot? My goal is to bring my King back and save our kind,” Kari hissed.

“I know. But if whoever sent you had the same goal, there would be no meaning in messing with your memories.”

“They probably wanted to protect themselves in case I failed.”

“It doesn’t make sense because Elli wouldn’t go back for revenge or something like that. They must know.”

“Unless I killed you.”

“If whoever sent you wanted to bring me back in the name of the demons, they’d make sure to have some backup plan to help you, Kari. Keeping you out makes no sense,” Elli said. “At least that’s what I would do. So, it must mean they want to kill me.”

“A-aren’t you overthinking this, my King?”

“I’m afraid not.”

Kari’s eyes filled with wonder, “As expected of the greatest Demon King in our age. I could never figure this out.”

“Then you’re saying the Hero is just as great as me, right? He knew what I was thinking,” Elli said with a mischievous smile.

The Demon Duke pressed his lips. The thought of complimenting Yuuki visibly made him mad. “I guess…that despicable hero… isn’t that… dumb,” he forced the words out of him.

Elli beam as he turned to the priest, “Even one of my stupidest subordinates recognizes how cool and smart and handsome you are!”

“I didn’t say that much! Especially the last part!”

As Kari shouted in protest, Elli laughed.

Can’t believe I’m having a conversation like this with two strong demons, Yuuki thought. Before he could stop himself, he patted them both.

Elli smiled and closed his eyes. Then he seemed angry. “You can only do that to me!” he said in a childish cute voice.

“Don’t touch me, Hero!” Kari spat the words and pushed the hand away from his head. “And don’t touch my king either!”

“Sorry, sorry. I just…” Yuuki reddened as he looked for words. “I like this… I mean, even though I’m a priest and you two are demons, we can get along like this… It’d be nice if everyone could live like this…”

Kari crossed his arms and looked away. Elli flashed a gentle smile.

“You really haven’t changed after centuries,” he said in a voice filled with emotion. He wrapped his arms around Yuuki and rested his head on his chest. “You’re still the man who stole my heart and gave my soul back.”

Yuuki felt his face warming up, “W-what do you mean?”

“That was our dream. To create a place where everyone could live together in peace. It didn’t matter if they were demon or human. As long as they wanted to live in peace, everyone would be welcome.”

“W-we wanted to do that? I have no memory…”

“Yes… But before we could even think of starting our dream, the church found us out…”

As Elli lowered his head, Yuuki hugged him as tight as he could.

“Maybe we can do that here,” he whispered, getting a smile from the demon.

“That would be wonderful.”

For that, I need to become strong… As strong as the Hero who defeated the Demon King Elligolas.

“I love to interrupt, but is there anything else to do around here?” Kari asked out of nowhere.

“W-what?”

“Are you deaf? I wanna know what else you do all day. I can’t stand seeing you defiling my King all day long, so I’d rather not watch.”

“W-when I’m not at school, I’m training. Or help my family with menial work but they’re all out working… There isn’t a lot to do…”

“Your family? Don’t tell me they’re all priests like you…” Kari seemed sick with the idea.

“Y-yeah. Why…?”

“Can you imagine how they’ll react with two demons living in their temple when they come back?”

Yuuki opened his mouth but said nothing.

“I-I’ll figure something out…”

I say that, but I have no idea… Even if Elli was a normal demon it’d be hard to believe he came from another world to be with me. They’ll probably be more shocked with that than with the fact Elli’s a boy.

“Don’t worry. I’ll show them how much I love you and they’ll let me stay here,” the Demon King said, beaming.

Kari rolled his eyes. “My king reduced to acting like a maiden.”


Chapter 03

“H-he can’t be serious, my King,” Kari crossed his arms but couldn’t hide his fear anymore.

“He is,” Elli only smiled.

“My King, please… I-I know he can’t use magic properly! If he makes a mistake, it could mess up my head. In the worst case, I could die! You know his wretched energy is dangerous to us!”

“It’s not dangerous if used in the right way. He’s learning how to control it and he’s getting good at it too.” The Demon King reached out and patted his boyfriend lover on the head. “Besides, if this works, we can find out about whoever sent you to this dimension.”

“And if it doesn’t work, I could die!”

Elli shrugged and smile, “It’s a risk I’m willing to take.”

Kari bit his lips as he tried to find another argument. Then he dropped his shoulders when he realized there was nothing he could to do or say to change his King’s mind.

“It’s a dangerous idea,” said the Demon Duke in a defeated voice. “If your theory is correct, my King, then the spell was powerful enough to alter my memory. For a magic so complex to work on me requires an extremely high level of skill. It’s hardly something a fifth-rate failure priest like him could break. He’s gonna mess up my head at best…”

Elli narrowed his eyes. “Kari, you—”

Yuuki placed a hand on the Demon King’s shoulder. When he turned to him, he sighed, smiled, and backed down.

“Kari, I understand your feelings. But this will also help Elli. We don’t know what the person or people, who sent you is planning. They might send others to kill Elli.”

As he expected, his words worked better than the Demon King’s forceful way.

Kari’s features softened against his will. Then he let out an exasperated sigh and scratched his head, his tail dropping. “Fine! Fine! You’re a despicable bastard, hero. Not only you got your lewd hands on my King, but you’re also manipulating me like this… It’s not enough that you seduced and stole our king?”

Yuuki let out a guilty chuckle as Elli beamed and hugged him from behind.

“He did those things and took responsibility!”

Ignoring the comment and Kari’s groan, Yuuki picked up a few materials for the spell on his family workshop and the three of them headed to the dojo on the property.

He set everything in a circle then muttered the chanting with two fingers outstretched. As he did, a red magical circle appeared on the floor, glowing slightly as his regular energy fed it. Even though it was only the preparation, it was enough to leave him panting and sweating when he finished.

Damn it. I’ve changed thanks to Elli’s presence, but it’s not like I suddenly got better at manipulating my energy. Only in times of need I can do it properly…

“Is he gonna be okay? He’s exhausted with just this,” Kari said, looking at the priest in disbelief. “I doubt he can do anything more today…”

“Don’t worry about him. He’s gonna be fine.” Elli reached out and held Yuuki’s outstretched arm. When he saw that reassuring smile, he felt a bit better. Then the Demon King turned to his subordinate with a different smile. “Aren’t you awfully worried about him?”

“O-of course I’m not! I don’t care about him! I’m worried about me and what will happen if he fails this memory spell!”

“You’re such a tsundere, Kari,” he said, sniggering.

“H-how do you know that word, Elli?” Yuuki asked. A second later, he knew the answer.

“I saw in one of those picture story books in your room. You seem to like those tsunderes characters. Especially flat-chested one wearing glasses and those blue swimwear.” The teasing on Elli’s voice was too much. He ran the hand over his eyes and black-framed glasses appeared out of nowhere.

Holy! Elli wearing glasses! Elli with glasses!

As his blood gathered and his heart thumped faster, Yuuki tried to quell his lust. I need to find a better hiding place. He’s gonna know all my fetishes. B-but that might not be a bad thing… Elli with cat ears…

“What does tsundere mean, my King?” Kari was curious.

“N-nothing!” Yuuki said in a hurry. There’s no reason for him to know that too… “I feel better… H-how about if we give a try?”

Staring the couple with disbelief, Kari sighed and sat inside the circle with his legs crossed, his face showing how much he didn’t want to do that. “Let’s get this over… And hope nothing bad happens to me…”

Yuuki sat before him and took deep breaths to push anything unnecessary out of his head. Everything’s gonna be okay.

“Everything’s gonna be okay,” Elli voiced what was in his mind in a caring tone, more to the priest than to his subordinate, touching his boyfriend’s shoulder with a firm and gentle hand.

Yuuki touched his hand and squeezed a little, getting courage from those delicate and warm fingers. “Thanks.”

“What about me?”

“What about you?” Elli lost all trace of kindness, his eyes cold as he turned to Kari.

“Worry about me! Comfort me, my King! That remnant of the despicable Hero can mess up my head if he fails!” He reached out for the Demon King’s hand.

“There, there. You’ll be alright,” Elli said in a detached voice, pulling his hand away.

“That’s too cold. But that’s the king I want,” Kari seemed satisfied. When he turned to Yuuki, his face became empty. “Let’s get this over with. I don’t want you messing with my head a second longer than you have to.”

He nodded a couple of times, cleaned the sweat from his forehead, and cleared his voice. After taking a deep breath, he chanted. As he did, he emptied his head and focused on the magic energy inside him.

The flow was messy and unstable. It was nowhere near suitable for even a weak spell. However, that wasn’t a surprise. It had been like that his whole life. No matter how much he practiced, his control over his own magic energy was beyond dreadful.

However, what he wanted, what he needed, wasn’t his normal energy. It was the other one, the one which lay deep within him, the one bestowed by the gods from another world. The one that belonged to the Hero who defeated and then fell in love with the Demon King known as Elligolas Dark Star, the Endless Shadow.

There it is…

Yuuki found it without any trouble. He had been getting better and better at sensing that energy. However, when he tried to manipulate and use it for the memory spell, the special energy didn’t obey.

It’s like the demonic energy. It has a will of its own. It’ll obey only the Hero… I know I’m not the Hero, but I inherited his soul.

With a lot of effort, a trickle of that pure divine energy flowed, and the priest managed to use it. Though it was nothing compared to the deep reservoir inside him, it was enough for the spell.

Yuuki placed his hands on Kari’s head, bringing him closer. When their foreheads were inches away from each other, he heard Elli exhaling a little too loud.

“I-I’m gonna start,” Yuuki muttered, trying and failing to hide how nervous he was, looking the Demon Duke in the eyes.

“J-just get it over with…” Kari averted his gaze, his cheeks red.

Elli let out a weird grunt. But he ignored it, closed his eyes, and murmured the spell, channeling the divine energy.

At first, he saw only darkness. Then, little by little, something appeared in his mind. It was far, almost as if he was sneaking a peek through a tiny hole. The spell that changed Kari’s memories, he realized. That’s where I need to focus.

With a deep breath, he poured more divine energy into his magic without stopping the chant.

The hole became bigger and bigger until he could see what was on the other side. It wasn’t a clear picture though. Everything as blurred and pouring more energy but made no difference; he couldn’t see the Demon Duke’s memories.

Even so, Yuuki could understand a few things.

A forest… a ruined castle… a burning city… Bloodshed and mayhem… Chaos…

Though he had no recollection of those places, there was something familiar in them. Those memories from when Elligolas was at the height of his power… When he was the True Demon King and almost conquer the world.

Channeling more divine energy, Yuuki forced Kari’s hole to open so he could see more memories.

The images changed. Dead demons… Slaved demons… The churches’ army… Despair and death… That’s why Kari was after Elli… He wants the Demon King back so Elligolas could save their people… No wonder he harbors so much hate against me.

The memories changed again. Instead of suffering demons, it showed various locations. The peak of a snowy mountain, large rivers you couldn’t see across, dense forest, endless deserts. I think those are from when Kari was looking for Elli…

Everything vanished suddenly. At first, there was nothing. Then a blurred face appeared before the Demon Duke. Yuuki couldn’t tell if the person was a man or a woman, human or demon, but whoever it was, they said something unintelligible for a while and pressed a staff against Kari’s forehead.

That’s the memory spell.

The Demon Duke scream and writhed in pain as the magic coursed through him. The person didn’t stop and then everything went blank again.

The next memory was of the Saikawa, Yuuki’s classmate and the girl he and Elli had helped. With a weird sensation, Yuuki was watching himself and the Demon King fighting Kari through the Demon Duke’s point of view.

That won’t help… I need to go back… I need to find out who the person with the staff is. They’re the one who sent him to this dimension…

With the previous memories in his mind, he channeled his energy. As the dark dungeon came back, a hand touched him on the shoulder. Though it was a simple touch, it brought him back forcefully.

Sweating and alarmed, Yuuki blinked many times, his vision blurred and spinning. As he panted, he tried to sort his head. When the room settled, he looked around. I’m back… the memory spell.

“What happened…?” he asked Elli in a croaked voice; his throat was dry and even breathing hurt.

The Demon King wasn’t looking at him. He only had eyes for his subordinate.

Kari was panting and sweating even more than the priest. His cute face was red, his tail was limp, and he looked too weak. The next moment, he fell forward and Yuuki rushed to hold him.

“Sorry, Kari! I didn’t realize… Are you alright?”

“Y-yeah…It’s just that… that wretched energy,” he mumbled in an exhausted voice, holding on to Yuuki. “I underestimated…It’s much more intense…than I imagined…”

“Sorry! I didn’t even consider it could hurt you since I was using it through a spell!”

“No…It didn’t hurt me… It felt…good…so good…I couldn’t control myself… My whole body… feels too good…”

Kari’s face was an alarming shade of red as he averted his gaze.

At that instant, Yuuki couldn’t help but think how erotic the demon’s panting voice sounded and how his girlish features looked sexy. Even the sweat coming down the line of his neck seems erotic, he thought, blushing.

The next moment, however, he forgot all about that. Behind him, a cold aura grew and filled the dojo.

“I was worried the energy was hurting you…But it was only making you have a boner, you horny cat demon!” Elli pushed Kari with his foot and sat on Yuuki’s lap with his arms crossed.

“I’m sorry, my King, but I couldn’t help it…That energy…” he squirmed and pressed down the red skirt, where his bulge was becoming more and more visible. “Please, just a little more… only enough for me to—”

“No! Yuuki is mine!”

Elli reached out his hand and Kari’s own shadow tied him. Then he turned around and kissed Yuuki so fast they both fell on the ground.

“Wait, Elli! Now isn’t the—”       

“I don’t care! I’m not waiting anymore! I’ve been holding back for too long! You’ve been using your energy on him. I don’t want that! Pour your essence on me! I want you to fill me!”

The kiss got more intense.

Yuuki’s breathing became faster. His body grew hot and sweated even more. His heart thumped faster. There was no way he could resist. There was no room in his mind to resist that tempting demon he loved so much.

There was only Elli now.

Before he could give in to his carnal desires and consume his relationship with the Demon King, a voice echoed through the temple.

“Yuukiiiii! Where are you? Let’s play!”


Chapter 04

It was enough to awake and bring the priest’s reasoning back from the Demon King’s alluring and delicious lips.

Because it wasn’t just any voice. It belonged to Yuuki’s childhood friend, Rin.

No way. Why is he back so soon? I thought he was gonna spend the Golden Week at his grandparents!

Despite the lust trying to take over him again, Yuuki stopped the intense kiss, hugged Elli and sat up.

“Wha…?” The demon was so lost on the kiss he hadn’t heard the voice. “Don’t stop… Let’s keep… going…”

He’s too cute… and that voice is too sexy! How could anyone resist that…? It’s too tempting! Was his demon parent a succubus?

“S-someone’s here,” Yuuki forced himself to say, ignoring his throbbing member.

“Ignore… I don’t care who it is…I want you…I can’t wait anymore,” Elli whispered in an alluring voice, trying to kiss him again.

“Wait, Elli. I can’t!” He fought to both suppress his urges and control the Demon King. “I… I… I promise I’ll make it up to you later! There will be no interruptions, I promise!”

Those words made Elli stop for a moment. He looked up at Yuuki with the eyes full of lust. “How?”

“I… I… I’ll do anything you want!”

“You promise?”

“I do, I do!”

“Then we can continue this from where we left off and even more?”

“Yes! Anything!”

“Okay…It’s another promise…And I won’t let you off the hook so easily this time…” The instant Yuuki breathed out in relief and lowered his guard, Elli kissed him. “I’ve been waiting for you for too long. Get rid of whoever it is and don’t make me wait for too long,” he whispered before disappearing into the priest’s shadow.

With his face bright red, his breathing hard, and his blood still rushing to his member, Yuuki remained on the floor, trying to calm down. Despite everything, he couldn’t stop smiling. Damn it…I love that demon too much.

“You despicable and perverted hero,” Kari mumbled, blushing wildly. He was still trapped by Elli’s shadow.

Before Yuuki could think of something, the demon was engulfed by shadows and disappeared.

“H-hey, Rin. W-what are you doing here?”

“Is that how you greet me? I came to see you, of course!” Rin beamed when he saw his friend, punching him on the arm lightly. A short boy with delicate features, he wore shorts and a simple tank top. With his hair shoulder-length black hair tied in a side ponytail, he had the appearance of a girlish tomboy. “It’s been a while since we saw each other. Aren’t you missing me?”

“It hasn’t even been a week… I thought you were with your parents in their hometown.”

“We had to come back early. Even if mom loves her parents, a week is too much. And dad had to rush to the restaurant. A supplier lost his freezer and had to ship everything so it wouldn’t go bad. When he told mom, she said we had to go back at once. It was the perfect excuse.”

“I-is that so?” Yuuki couldn’t help but laugh. His childhood friend’s dad had been obsessed with opening his own restaurant ever since he could remember.

“Yeah. He got the shipment on time by the way. But enough about me. I had nothing to do while I was there. I thought I was gonna die of boredom. What about you? Hope you haven’t been watching hentai all day. Knowing you, there’s a high chance of that,” he joked, smiling as he elbowed Yuuki on the belly a couple of times. “Do you need time to clean your room before letting me in?”

The priest let out an awkward laugh and averted his eyes. “Like I had time to do that…”

With all the cross-dressing demons around me, I don’t have time to watch that anymore… Actually, since Elli is here, I don’t need it anymore… Speaking of that, wonder how Rin would react if he knew my lover from my previous life in a parallel world, who happens to be a Demon King and a guy cuter than a lot of girls, showed up and is now sharing my bed?

“You’re a damn liar! You have all the time in the world. I know you’re all alone for the Golden Week since your family and the attendants aren’t around. Now, I take a good look, your left arm seems stronger than the right! Been working only your left hand for some reason, huh?”

He had no idea how to answer so he just let out another awkward chuckle. “I’ve been taking care of the temple. It’s not easy, you know.”

“Yeah, right. You’ve been taking care of something, but not the temple,” Rin laughed. “Hey, you’re free right now, aren’t you? Let’s do something! You can help me cure my boredom. Or at least kill some time.”

“R-right now?”

“Yeah. I’m bored and you have time, so let’s go!” the overly excited girlish boy grabbed him by the hand and pulled him.

Yuuki glanced down at his shadow. Though out of sight, he could still feel the Demon King’s gaze on him. Until seconds ago, it was the loving eyes on him. However, it was annoyed and getting angrier by the second. He’s gonna be mad.

“Wait!” he tried to resist, but it made no difference. Rin dragged him as if he wasn’t resisting at all. Since when he was so strong? “I-I have other plans right now.”

“Plans?” Rin stopped and turned to him. “What kind of plans?”

“Eh… Ah… eh… I’m not alone… I have to… take care of a promise…”

When Rin grabbed my hand, I felt that cold and intense aura again. I knew Elli was the jealous type but to think it’d be at that point…Or maybe he’s more upset because Rin looks like a girl too. If he finds out my childhood friend sometimes cross-dresses…

“You’re not alone? But your family is out. You told me. Did they come back? Or is someone else?” Rin’s curiosity brimming from his girly face as he got closer and didn’t give room for Yuuki to avert his eyes. “Did some relatives came to visit you or something?”

“Ah, yeah… Well… They’re… Old friends, I guess…”

It’s sort of true. I think this is the best way I can answer without straight lying to him, Yuuki thought, doing his best to look his friend in the eyes. He knew if he looked away, Rin would notice. There’s no way I can tell him the whole truth, but I don’t wanna lie to my best friend either.

“Old friends? That’s a lie! Why are you lying to me, Yuuki?”

“I-I’m not lying”

“Yeah, right! I’m the oldest friend you’ve got!” he flashed a prideful smile. “We know each other since we were kids! You’re hiding something from me, aren’t you? I can tell. You could never lie to me.”

“Ah… it’s… well…” Why he’s being so insistent today? Rin’s never been like this! He had to pick today to start acting like this.

Through the corner of his eyes, he saw part of his shadow detach from him and go to the other room. Oh, no… Elli’s gonna make things worse.

“He’s not lying,” the Demon King said, coming into the living room. He flashed a friendly smile and gave a small bow to Rin. However, he glanced at Yuuki with a cold expression. “And after everything we’ve been through together, I thought I was more than just an old friend.”

He’s mad about that, Yuuki thought with a strained smile. I’m gonna make it up to him even more…and he looks even cuter acting like that…Wait, do I have a bit of M in me? Better not find out.

“Who are you? How do you know Yuuki?” Rin asked, crossing his arms.

Though his voice was normal, Yuuki felt some hostility on it. Why is he so suspicious? No matter how you look at him, Elli is just a “pretty girl.”

The Demon King noticed it too. Instead of help, he stood next to Yuuki, hugged his arm, and entwined their fingers. “We’ve known each other for so long it’s like we met in a past life.”

Yuuki widened his eyes and held the urge to cover his face. Why my demon boyfriend is like this? Can’t he just keep quiet for once? Even so, he couldn’t get mad.

“For so long? Strange he never mentioned you. Nor even your name. Not once.” Despite the friendly tone, Rin’s smile and face were getting scarier by the second. “And I’ve never seen you around here either. Must be a secret friend he hadn’t unlocked yet.”

“That’s expected. My boyfriend’s a natural-born airhead. But even if he never mentioned me, he remembers, right?” Behind Elli’s friendly smile, there was a mischievous one only the priest saw.

Rin froze for a second. “B-boyfriend? Did I hear that right?”

Yuuki couldn’t help but gulp, cold sweat coming down his neck as he adjusted his collar. “Ah, yeah…S-strange I never mentioned my lover…Because I love Elli…”

His face blushed wildly as he averted his eyes. Even without seeing, he felt the Demon King beaming and looking at him. There’s no reason to be so happy in this situation, Elli! You already know I love you. Instead, read the room! The room!

Elli’s loving gaze wasn’t the only one he felt. There was another one. A cold and dark glare piercing through him. When he risked a peek, he saw Rin with a strange and even scarier expression.

I’ve never seen him like this. I had no idea he could make a face like that.

“So, you two are dating and you’re in love with him, Yuuki,” Rin repeated in a soft barely above a whisper.

“Y-yeah…”

“I’m so happy to hear that!” Elli said, pulling him to kiss his cheek. “I’m in love with him too!”

That made Rin’s expression even scarier.

The room, Elli! Please, read the room, he begged in his heart. The next instant, he realized his boyfriend demon probably could read the room and was doing it on purpose. Why add oil to the fire?

Then something else caught his attention. Did Rin just call Elli a boy? How can he tell? I only believed when I saw the proof…There’s no way anyone can tell without seeing it.

“Eh… Rin? W-what did you just say?

“You two are dating,” he repeated in the same scary tone.

“A-after that…”

“That you’re in love with him.”

I was right!

“H-how did you know Elli’s a guy?”

Rin tilted his head as if he didn’t understand the question. “Of course, I can tell. It’s so obvious. Just like the fact he’s a demon. A Demon King, no less.”

Yuuki froze as his friend’s cold aura stirred.

He…knows… about Elli… about the Demon King…He had trouble thinking. His mind refused to accept it. How can this be? Does he know about everything? About me being the Hero? A priest? About my family? Since when?

By his side, Elli narrowed his eyes and became alert, though he didn’t let go of his boyfriend’s arm.

“So, you know about me… Who you were?”

“Oh? That’s strange, Elligolas. You recognized the Hero but not me? Are your eyes so blinded by lust you can’t tell who I am?”

Rin extended his left hand to the side. A faint light glowed and out of thin air appeared a one-handed sword. As Yuuki still tried to understand what was happening, his memory jolted when he saw the weapon. I… I recognize that.

The sword in Rin’s hand was a long and rather thin for a one-handed double edge sword. The blade itself was shining and beautiful but the most memorable feature was the handguard. A strange metal flower blooming.

That belongs to my… to the Hero’s companion… to Elena, the Sacred Sword Knight.

Elli didn’t seem fazed. All he did was stare at the sword before turning his focus back to the owner.

“It’s been a long time, Elena,” he said in a rather pleasant tone as if the two of them were old acquaintances meeting again. “I’ll be honest. It’s not a pleasure to see you again. I never expected, especially here, in a different world. But I guess it’s not a complete surprise. You always followed the Hero wherever he went.”

Elli glanced up at Yuuki, whose mind was still trying to understand the situation.

Rin is Elena… He’s the Sacred Sword Knight?

The girlish boy closed his eyes and pressed his lips. When he opened them again, his expression was back to the strange and scary one, like a calm before a storm.

“And I can’t believe you’ve learned to cross dimensions and waited for him to reincarnate just so you could wrap your tail on the Hero again. Your lust knows no bounds. Instead of Endless Shadow, it should be Infinite Lust.”

Despite the smile, his voice sent a chill down on Yuuki’s spine.

Elli’s tense smile only made the room colder. “You’re almost right, Knight. However, what I feel isn’t lust. Actually, it is, but it’s because I love the Hero – in the past and in the present.”

It was too much for Rin. The smile vanished as the rage took over. “Love? How can you say that? Thanks to you, the Hero was ostracized and branded as a traitor of all humans! Of all sentience life! Because of that, because of you, the whole world hunted him… and I… and I…”

The reincarnated Knight could no longer hold his tears. Even so, his sword didn’t waver at all.

“You have no idea how much pain and suffering you brought to everyone! You don’t even care. You never did! Even after you were defeated and the world was saved, you still brought pain! Demons never care about the deaths and destruction they cause as long as they can get what they want…”

Elli said nothing. He showed no expression as he listened to the human who once was the Sacred Sword Knight who fought by the Hero’s side in the world he tried to conquer.

“I cannot deny I was like that. I tried to take over the world so I could challenge the gods. However, I failed… No, I was saved from that destiny which only led to destruction Thanks to a kind Hero who was willing to save even a Demon King.”

When he turned to Yuuki, his eyes were full of love and his smile was warm and gentle.

The priest’s heart thumped faster. This is the demon I fell in love with…All that I went through before dying back then was for this.

When Yuuki looked at the Demon King with the same loving gaze, Rin became even more enraged.

“I cannot erase what I have done, even if I spent an entire lifetime. Even if I spent a thousand millenniums, I’ll never gain the power to bring those I or my people took under my rule.” Elli turned to the Knight with a somber expression. Then it lightened, though it was still somewhat sad. “All I can do is help others by the side of the man I fell in love with. I do not wish for redemption. Nor forgiveness. I don’t deserve either. Even so, I’ll do everything to spend my time with Yuuki. Whenever he reincarnates, I’ll find him. That’s the promise we made.”

Elli… Yuuki hugged him. Even if he didn’t have all his memories, even if he wasn’t the Hero anymore, his feelings for the Demon King remained the same. It didn’t matter if they had reunited a few days ago. He loved Elli so much his feelings crossed time and dimensions.

Rin trembled, clutching his sword so hard his knuckles lost the color.

“It’s as I feared. You’ve wrapped your tail around him again… You still have your way with words, Lord of Demons,” the Knight whispered. “Guess that’s how you seduced the Hero twice.”

Elli chuckled and flashed his mischievous smile, “Sorry, Knight, but you got completely wrong. It was the other way around. It was the Hero who seduced me. He even made me dressed as a girl to fit his tastes.”

Despite the situation, Yuuki reddened, “H-hey, Elli. It wasn’t like that! Stop lying and making me sound like a pervert!”

“Oya? I lied? Where? Wasn’t it true you seduce me after we spent many late-nights talking under the stars?”

“Eh… Ah… I… I don’t remember that… E-even so, the way you said it—”

“But you do remember suggesting me to dress as a woman for the first time, right?”

“A-again, t-the way you say makes me sound like a pervert. Tell the rest of the story then!”

“Did I lie?” Elli’s smile became more and more teasing.

He just loves making me sound like a pervert! What’s worse, with the little I remember, it’s not like I can deny it!

Rin’s sword trembled as he watched the couple.

“You’ve been enthralled by the Demon King to this level, Yuuki… I can’t believe you like that cross-dressing pervert demon!” he shouted, pointing his blade at him.

Yuuki stood before Elli. “I’m not enthralled or anything, Rin. I’m in love with Elli.”

Instead of mad, the reincarnated Knight flashed a sad smile and shook his head as he gazed at his childhood friend with pity.

“You’ve always had a good heart. Always. You went out of your way to help anyone in need… That was why people and demons took advantage of you,” he said, closing his eyes. Then he opened them, he looked past Yuuki and glared at the Demon King. “And as always, it’s my duty to protect you. Even if we’ve reincarnated centuries later in a different world, that won’t change!”

The moment he finished speaking, Rin advanced. With his eyes fixed at Elli, the rage twisted his cute and delicate features.

Yuuki opened his arms to protect the Demon King.

“Get out of my way, Yuuki!” Rin pointed two fingers from the free hand and moved to the side.

The priest felt an invisible force pushing him away. Damn it! He tried to withstand but it was stronger than him and he flew to the side, crashing against the couch.

Rin thrust the sword but before the tip could reach Demon King, who didn’t even bat the eyes, the Demon Duke showed up out of nowhere and blocked the blade with his claws.

“That was mean of you, my king! Leaving me back there in your shadows,” he complained, his tail rigid as he withstood the weapon. “But it was comforting being inside you.”

“Stop being a misleading creep, Kari,” Elli said in a mildly annoyed tone.

“Karius. I should’ve known you’d be here too. Even though you’re a cat, you’re the Demon King’s pet dog,” Rin spat the words, putting more force in his sword.

“The sacred sword knight Elena… You’re still an annoying bitch even after reincarnated as a guy. A bitch who followed the Hero everywhere. Who’s the dog between us?” Though Kari smiled, there was a twitch on his eye. “Everyone thought you looked like a guy back then. Now, it’s true. Imagine what everyone would say to that.”

“That’s rich coming from someone who’s cross-dressing as a priestess. Are you trying to seduce the Demon King like that? You always wiggled your tail at him. Now you’re wiggling your ass. Too bad you’re so incompetent the Demon King wrapped his tail around Yuuki again, you stupid cat dog demon!”

There was an eerie silence. Then both Rin and Kari began chuckling at the same time. It was a strange, strained, and scary chuckle. The next instant, they both jumped to the courtyard and attacked with pure magic energy. Yuuki felt the shockwave from inside the house.

“I should’ve killed you back in that damn castle!” Rin shouted and charged.

“If I knew you were in that castle that day, I’d have used explosive magic to destroy the whole thing. I’d have gladly given one or two castles just to get rid of you!”

They stretched their hands at the same time. When the palms were inches from each other, their magic energy collided, the sound of crackling filling the air. The next moment, it exploded. Though it wasn’t big, both were sent back several meters.

Yuuki was about to run into the yard when Elli held him by the arm and shook his head. “Leave them. It’s best to let those idiots blow off some steam.”

“What if one of them gets hurt?” Yuuki looked between the demon and the Knight charging at each other again.

“Then we’ll step in. Do you trust me?” Elli asked.

He pressed his lips and relaxed, nodding, “Forever.”

As they smiled at each other, there was another explosion and the Demon Duke, and the Knight were sent flying again. Kari used his claws to stop, leaving huge gashes on the stone ground. Rin used his sword to do the same.

The moment the Knight’s momentum ceased, he pulled the sword free, filled with his energy, and swung towards the Demon Duke. The flying slash attack went with amazing speed towards his target.

Kari’s eyes became red and the pupil vertical as he raised both arms and brought his claws down when the attack was before him. It parted the flying slash in two, saving his life.

The remains of the attack struck the wall of the house, leaving its marks.

“That’s a surprise… Even though you reincarnated, your power is still as annoying as ever,” Kari said, glancing at his claws. They were burning slightly.

“Even though words from a demon doesn’t make me happy at all, thanks.” The moment Rin spoke, he charged again. Instead of the single heavy blow, he launched a series of stabs and strikes.

Despite using both hands to defend, Kari was in trouble.

His speed is amazing. His famous blade series of attacks is still the same as back in the other world, Yuuki thought, as bits of memories came back. He was too awestruck to do anything other than watch with Elli by his side. Elena reincarnated just like me, but she kept her powers as the Knight… If I had the same power as the Hero back then… But Rin wasn’t cursed by the gods like me…

Kari didn’t stay behind. As he blocked and dodged, he tried to find an opening between the attacks. Even so, he was on the defensive most of the time.

He’s stronger than this but because of my divine energy from the memory spell, he’s weakened at the moment.

When Rin became out of breath and slowed down, the Demon Duke didn’t waste the chance and attacked. In the brief second, his claws moved closer to the Knight’s heart, Rin flashed a tiny smile.

It’s a trap!

The Demon Duke realized as well, but a moment too late.

The claw stopped inches from the target, a green circular barrier protecting the Knight’s heart.

“You always went for the heart. Even after centuries, you’re still predictive as ever,” Rin said in a menacing voice, his eyes matching.

As the Knight’s blade came down towards the demon’s shoulder, instead of putting some distance between them, Kari moved forward.

That was enough to surprise Rin and also to save the Demon Duke’s life. Though he was hurt, at such distance, the blade didn’t have enough strength to go through bones and cause a mortal would.

By his side, Yuuki felt Elli’s energy settling as he let out a sigh of relief.

“Guess I’m not as predictive as you thought,” Kari smiled despite the pain.

“Not really. You’re still a crazy bastard who’d risk his life for the Lord of Demons,” Rin said, not hiding his rage as he applied more force to his sword, his energy filling it. Then he was surprised for a second.

“Do you wanna know why it’s not working as you expected?” the demon grabbed the holy sword and pushed it out of his shoulder with a cocky smile.

Rin didn’t let up; applying more force.

“It was because of you precious Hero,” Kari whispered, savoring the effects of his words on the Knight as his hands burned. “Yes… Moments before you showed up, he filled me with his divine substance. Even though I’m a demon, his pure substance filled my existence. That’s why this doesn’t hurt as much as it should.”

Rin’s face twisted with rage even more.

“Shut up!”

“Oh, struck a nerve, did I?” Kari teased, pushing the sword again. This time he managed to get out of his shoulder a couple of inches. “Tell me. Has he ever given you his substance? Has he ever filled and impregnated your body with it?”

Rin trembled. He tried to push his sword, but he was losing strength.

“So, you never received it from him, huh? You were by his side all that time and not once… It’s sad you don’t know the feeling… I’ve been by his side for a day and he already filled me. Let me tell you one thing. It was amazing. I never felt better. I’ve never experienced such pleasure. I could feel him inside me, and it made me crazy.”

The Knight trembled even more and his eyes watered. His sword vanished and Kari leaped back, pressing the wound to stop the bleeding.

Crying, Rin turned to Yuuki, “You jerk! Pervert Hero! Hentai Hero!”

He could only watch his friend’s back until it vanished. Even now, he had no idea what to say. He looked between the demons, trying to find words.

“What do you know? Someone else from our world is here. And it’s your most trusted companion, the Knight. Aren’t you happy?” Elli’s smile and expression were somewhat scary.

Yuuki still had trouble following up on everything and only sighed.

“Glad you’re enjoyed, my King,” Kari said in a strained voice. He couldn’t stop the bleeding.

“I am. Thanks for the show.”

“I’m happy to be of service, my King. And you,” Kari turned to Yuuki. For a moment his face flashed the usual anger, but then he blushed and averted his eyes. “Could you please give me your energy?” he mumbled in an embarrassed voice.

“What? No!” Elli protested, his smile gone in an instant. “You just want it to pleasure yourself again, don’t you, you perverted cat demon!”

“O-of course not, my King. Can’t you see I’m hurt?”

“Then I can heal you! I’m getting better at it!”

“T-there’s no need, my King… I can do that by myself… But with that wretched energy, I can counter the sword’s holy magic…”

Yuuki placed a hand on Elli’s hand. “H-he’s in pain, Elli. I-if I can help…”

The Demon King pouted and reddened, and he crossed his arms, “This isn’t fun at all!”


Chapter 05

I still can’t believe Rin’s the reincarnation of the Sacred Sword Knight Elena… For how long did he know? Does he remember everything from his past life? Why did he keep quiet? Did the rest of our companions reincarnate here too? Are his powers the same as back then? Did he have to train or simply got everything back?

Where is he, by the way? Yuuki’s mind was filled with questions as he looked around the station. There was no sign of his friend. Hope I’m not too early.

After everything that happened this morning, he wanted to give Rin, and himself, some time to sort their heads. Before he could do that, however, he received a message from his friend. Meet me at three o’clock before the subway station. We are going on a DATE. No objections!

Though he didn’t want to go on a date with anyone other than the demon he was in love with, Yuuki had no option except to go. I wanted some time but I wanna talk to him. I need to. Even if he hates the fact I’m in love with Elli, he’s still my best friend… In this life and in the other… We need to talk.

The moment he thought of the Demon King, a shiver ran down his spine. Elli was already unhappy with how things turned out and was even worse when he heard about his boyfriend going on a date with someone else. He had no trouble voicing his feelings.

“You’re gonna cheat on me!”

Yuuki had trouble to argue because he couldn’t stop thinking the Demon King looked too cute while jealous.

“Stop smiling! This isn’t fun at all!” Elli shouted again when he saw him smile.

“S-sorry! B-but I’m not cheating on you,” he said in a hurry when he felt the demonic energy rising. “There’s no way I’d ever cheat on you! You know that. I love you.”

When the energy calmed down a little, Yuuki approached him. Despite pouting and turning around, Elli didn’t walk away.

“You love me?” he asked in a childish voice,

“I do, I do.” Yuuki wrapped his arms around the petit demon, giving a tight hug from behind. “I love you more than anything in this world and the other.”

“Is that true?”

“Of course!” Despite his feelings, cold sweat came down his neck as he chose his next words carefully. “But I have to go on this… to meet Rin. Not only he’s my childhood friend, I know him ever since our previous life. It’s not like I can just ignore him. He’s important to me.”

Elli groaned but then relaxed as he turned. “I know…But you understand my feelings, right? I don’t like the idea of you going on a date with anyone other than me…Especially with someone who is in love with you…”

Yuuki blushed, “I-It’s not like he’s the same person. I reincarnated but I’m not the Hero. I’m sure Rin is like that too.”

“Even if you pretend to be dense, you still love me even in another life,” the demon said stubbornly.

“Y-yeah… B-But that’s different…”

“How?” Elli looked at him with eyes full of expectation.

He could feel an alluring sent coming from the Demon King.

“W-we were in love with each other… I-It was mutual…”

“I want proof you won’t cheat on me.”

Despite the innocent face, Yuuki knew the demon he loved was hiding his true intentions. Even so, he couldn’t resist when Elli pushed him against the bed and pinned him between his legs, their face inches from each other.

“I want you to prove it,” he said in a low voice, staring the priest in the eyes.

Yuuki was about to say there was no need for that. Then he noticed the Demon King’s shoulders trembling slightly. Elli wasn’t being just jealous.

I’m an idiot. I said I wasn’t the same as the Hero… He pulled him closer and embraced him as hard as he could.

“Rin is important to me. But you’re more, Elli. I love you.”

The Demon King hugged him back, clutching his shirt, “You mean it?”

“I do. I’m so lucky to meet you in another life I don’t care if I used the luck for the rest of this life and will be forever unlucky. As long as I can be by your side, it was worth it.”

Elli became stiff. With a smile and a suspicion, Yuuki wanted to look him in the face.

The Demon King resisted at first, trying to hide his expression on his chest. He wasn’t fast enough and Yuuki confirmed his suspicion; his face was an alarming shade of red.

“Don’t say anything,” Elli mumbled. “My heart’s pounding so fast I’m afraid you’ll hear.”

“I was just gonna say you’re too wonderful.”

He pressed his lips, his face even redder, “You know how to embarrass a demon!”

“I can’t help it. You’re the cutest Demon King I’ve ever seen.” Yuuki pulled him closer for a kiss.

Elli was surprised for a second. Soon he responded, kissing back.

As it became more intense, Yuuki rolled to be on top. Then he untied Elli’s clothes and undressed him to kiss that smooth and firm belly.

“Hero,” the Demon King whispered. He was already panting. “Let’s…continue…what we…left off…”

When he saw that face, he lost control of himself. He wanted more of Elli. He wanted everything. He wanted to be one with the demon he loved just like they had countless times in his previous life.

He could tell Elli felt the same.

Before they could take the next step as a couple, however, Yuuki’s sister called and interrupted them.

She couldn’t have called in a worse moment, Yuuki thought. As he remembered, his face became bright red. Ah… if that call had come a few moments later, we would’ve made love…

But there was no way I could go back to what we were doing after I talked to her. I know she suspects something. Probably one of the alarms sensed Elli’s energy… How the hell am I gonna explain them to her? And to the rest of the family? Even if I tell them about my past life, it doesn’t change the fact that they’re extremely powerful demons! A Demon King and one of his Duke living in a Japanese temple…This sounds like a plot of a bad light novel.

Ah, damn it! That’s it! I can’t think of that anymore or my head will explode! I’m leaving that trouble for my future self! Good luck, future Yuuki!

Doing his best to stop himself from picturing how scary his sister would be when she found out, he checked his clothes. Hope it’s alright… Elli helped me pick but I don’t know if he doing it for real or not… Speaking of him, I know he’s around… I can’t sense him, but there’s no way he wouldn’t follow me.

Yuuki looked around the station once again, hoping to catch a glimpse of the Demon King. Even if Elli stood out in a crowd, he couldn’t find his boyfriend. I bet he changed his appearance.

Wait… I doubt he’d go through the trouble. It’s most likely he wants to show himself to Rin due to his jealousy… Ah… my demon boyfriend is too cute.

Lost in thoughts, he didn’t notice someone sneaking behind him.

“Guess who?” said a familiar and jubilant, voice as two hands blocked his eyes.

“Hey, Rin.” Yuuki took the hands from his eyes. “Before we go on this date, there’s something I need to talk to you…” He trailed off the moment he saw his childhood friend.

Rin was wearing a black frilly miniskirt with matching stocking, a white blouse that revealed his shoulders, high heels, and earrings. His hair was loose and lustrous as the wind slightly swayed it, and his lips a slight shade of red.

Yuuki couldn’t help but stare. I can’t believe he looks so cute.

It wasn’t the first time he saw his childhood friend dressed as a girl. When they were kids, Rin often used girl’s yukata to go to the festivals. He had also dressed as a maid in the restaurant they did for the school festival in their third year in middle school. Also, when the temple needed extra hands during holidays and such, Rin would dress as a priestess and help out.

It was, however, the first time Yuuki saw him putting that much effort in cross-dressing.

Rin fidgeted as his friend gawked at him. “H-how do I look?” he asked, not meeting Yuuki’s eyes as his cheeks became the same color as his lips.

The priest had trouble coming up with words.

“Y-you look cute,” he managed to say, also averting his gaze. Since when did Rin get so… beautiful? I know some of the boys joked about dating him but now I can see why…No wonder he was one of the top five in the boys’ cutest girls in our class list even though he’s not a girl.

“T-thanks… You’ve seen me cross-dressing before but lately, I’ve been doing it in my daily life too. For now, it’s only at home. This is the first time I go out like this.”

“W-why?”

“I don’t know. I think it’s a way to get a bit closer to my previous life. I’m not the same. I’m not even a woman anymore, and that’s okay. But still, some of my feelings remained.”

“D-did you wanted to dress like this back then?”

“Hm… I liked fighting but sometimes… As the Hero’s shield, I never had the chance to wear dresses and such.”

Yuuki had a feeling the Knight mentioning a few times about the dresses her sister and cousins wore during balls and how she dressed in a boyish fashion because it looked better on her. I get the feeling she never said she wanted to wear those types of clothes herself. I guess she preferred to keep the Knight persona in front of me.

“A-and the m-makeup? Yuuki asked when the silence went for too long.

“Y-yeah… I’ve tried a few times, but this is my first time going outside like this. Hope no one thinks a boy dressing like this looks strange…” Rin scratched his cheek while flashing a shy smile.

Yuuki shook his head at once. “No! There’s no one in the world who’d think you look weird. You look cute!”

“Thanks!” Rin beamed. “I’m happy to hear that from you.”

He couldn’t help but blush before that expression. He had never seen his childhood friend like this.

A moment later, however, he stopped. There was a cold and threatening aura all around them. At once he knew who was the cause of that. Oh, crap… If I can feel him even with my cloak, it means Elli is really pissed right now…

“S-so, where do you wanna go?” he asked in a hurry to change the subject, glancing around in the hopes of finding the Demon King. Then he looked at his shadow. No way… Even Elli wouldn’t…

“The zoo!” Rin exclaimed in a cheerful voice. The moment he grabbed his hand, the cold aura grew even worse.

Yuuki, whose face was both red and pale at the same time, let his childhood friend drag him to the subway. At the same time, he bowed his head, apologizing to his shadow, hoping it would be enough to quell down some of the Demon King’s growing anger.

I’ll make up with him… There’s still yesterday’s fill too.

“W-why the zoo?” he asked in a soft voice. “Now, that I think about it, you always liked to go there since we were kids…”

Rin shrugged. “I don’t know. It’s been a while since I went. And even more, since we went together. I think it was the school field trip in middle school.”

“Please, don’t remind me… I wish I could erase that day…” Yuuki let out a bitter laugh that contained no joy. He shuddered as the memory tried to come to the surface and did his best to block it.

“Oh, yeah. The monkeys were screaming and throwing feces at each other. Some of it almost hit you… You got so scared you cried and…” Rin trailed off and tried to suppress his laugh.

“And everyone made fun of me… Even the girls… The boys made fun of me for weeks… Making sounds of monkey whenever I was passing by…”

Rin could no longer hold and laughed, covering his mouth to muffle his voice.

Yuuki’s eyes became hollow as he waited for his childhood friend to stop laughing.

“I’m sorry…But it can’t be helped. I mean, you have troubles with primates since back then,” he said after he finished laughing.

“What? Are you serious?” Yuuki couldn’t help but shout. As the people looked at him, he lowered his voice. “I don’t remember anything like that. What happened?”

“I knew you didn’t remember. I mean, even if you had all your memories, that was something you’d want to forget anyway,” Rin said, smiling. “We were hunting a demon when it fled to the Forest of Great Apes. Before we could get to it, the boss Gorilla killed it and the monkey ate the flesh and blood and became a demon himself. It had two heads and over ten meters tall. We had a lot of trouble killing it.”

As Rin finished speaking, a vague memory came to Yuuki’s mind. “Yeah… I think I remember something like that… The demon-monkey had black and white fur with yellow eyes… And his screeches had some kind dread-inducing magic…”

“Yes, that’s the one! That’s why you were afraid of the monkeys in the zoo back then. You probably still have that trauma. You took most damages from those screeches to protect us.”

Yuuki sighed in defeat, hoping he wouldn’t recall that fight anytime soon.

“I can’t believe that fear followed me to this life…Everyone made fun of me for weeks because of that day,” he recalled, dropping his shoulders. “Even you laughed… Just like today…”

Rin tried to keep a serious face, but his smile was getting harder and harder to suppress. Then gave up and was doing it openly. “It wasn’t my fault! It was funny! A-And I didn’t remember the demon-monkey incident back then!”

Yuuki showed no reaction as he watched his friend get more and more nervous. He tried to keep a straight face but soon it broke, and he was laughing.

“Why are you laughing? Did you get over the trauma?” Rin asked with a puzzled expression, though he was also smiling.

“It’d be nice. But I think since so much happened in the past few days, it feels like it’s been ages since we’ve done this,” Yuuki said with a genuine smile.

“What? Talk?”

“Yeah… Just hang out and have fun. You got too busy since you were elected class president…” Yuuki tried to make his friend as guilty as he could.

“I-I didn’t want to be president! Everyone pushed the job on me!” Rin said, flustered. Then he narrowed his eyes. “And you did the same!”

Yuuki let out an awkward chuckle as he scratched his neck. “Oh, yeah… I forgot about that… People were suggesting me for class president… I had to do something…”

“You threw me under the bus!”

Though the smile plastered on his face lessened the effect, he bowed to his friend to apologize. “I promise to make up for that by giving you a great day today.”

Rin blushed and crossed his slender arms, his purse swaying. “Your promises are too frail, and your word barely means anything…”

“Eh? What did I do to deserve that?”

“You broke the last promise you made to me.”

“I didn’t! There’s no way I would!”

“You did. After I was forcefully elected as the class representative, thanks to you,” Rin emphasized, “You promised you’d wait for me every day so we could go home together. And you only did that for a week!”

Despite his words, Rin was smiling. However, Yuuki wasn’t. When he remembered the reason, he lowered his head, staring at the ground.

“Yeah… I’m sorry about that… I completely forgot…”

“H-hey, I’m just kidding. I’m not mad about it anymore. You know that, right?”

“I know… It’s just that, I remembered why I forgot our promise…”

Rin grew quiet for a moment. “Was it because we had received our questionnaire about what we wanted for our future, wasn’t it?” he asked in a soft voice.

Yuuki nodded.

There was a long and heavy silence between them.

“D-did you talk to your parents about that?”

He wondered how he could explain. Now, that I know he’s the reincarnated Knight, I can be honest with him. “You know about my family and everything, right?”

“Yeah… I’ve known they’re priests for a few years now, but I never had the chance to bring it up… I didn’t want you recovering your memories of our previous lives. Even if we had a history, there was a lot of pain at the end,” Rin trailed off, averting his eyes.

Yuuki knew his friend was talking about how they became enemies after the Hero fell in love with the Demon King. There’s no reason to bring that up.

“Then you already know I’m a failure as an exorcist. I’ve never talked to my parents about my future. I’m afraid of what they’ll say,” he admitted in a low voice. “The next head of the family will be either my sister or my cousin. They’ll take over my grandfather and lead us. However, no one expects anything from me… I guess I even I don’t have any expectation…”

“Yuuki… Don’t put yourself down like—”

“I’m not trying to make you pity me or anything like that,” he interrupted before his friend said anything. “I know I’m a failure and could never live as a priest. But I don’t want to become a salaryman or anything that has nothing to do with the temple. My family has been fighting the forces of darkness this since the Warrying State Era, and I’m proud of it. Even as a failure, I wanna help, no matter how little.”

Yuuki met Rin’s eyes, who said nothing. I never said so much about this… I never thought about my future like this…

As they looked at each other, Rin hugged him, “I had no idea.”

“Neither did I…” He let out a weak chuckle.

“But now things changed.”

“What do you mean?”

“You have your power back. Your power from the previous life,” Rin added when Yuuki didn’t understand.

He looked at his hands, closing and opening the first.

“That’s right… This can change everything,” he said slowly, letting himself smile. Then he stopped. “But it’s not like I have the same power as Hero… I’m not him…”

“That’s right. And you don’t have to be. You’re Yuuki. Just learn how to control your powers for yourself. And using the divine energy on demons won’t help.” Rin didn’t make any effort to hide his displeasure at the idea.

Yuuki let out a soft and awkward laugh as he averted his eyes. There’s no way I can tell him those demons feel a sort of sexual pleasure when I use the energy on them…

“T-thanks for the talk, but you need to stop seeing them as enemies. Even back then, there was a reason for everything they did.”

“Reason for all that destruction? What would it be? Being evil?” Rin crossed his arms. “What a great reason.”

“It was their powers. It has a mind of its own. It influenced them to use those powers even more and—”

“That’s a nice excuse and all, but powers are powers. They’re not good or evil. It depends on how you use it.”

“You know there are things we can’t control. Do you remember when you first found out you had your powers?”

Rin opened his mouth but then closed it, pouting, “Why do you remember that of all things?”

“A few memories of us came back to me after what happened yesterday.”

“Bringing that up isn’t fair… I was sleeping when it happened…”

“And you destroyed half your father’s castle.”

“B-but I learned to control it! I didn’t use it to oppress the weak or anything like that!”

“It took a while, didn’t it? If it wasn’t for your sword…”

“S-so what? You can’t compare a divine power with the demonic powers…”

“I can. They’re two sides of the same coin. With my energy, I can stop the corruption from their powers, and they can be free to be who they are.”

“Free to be demons, you mean…”

“Yes.”

“There are still evil demons. You can’t deny that. How many times did we see weak demons torturing innocent just for the sake of it? There was no power involved. They just like violence.”

“You’re right. But how many times we saw humans doing the same thing? There are bad people just as there are good. Without the corruption from their powers, the demons are free to be who they are. Good or bad. I’m not asking you to accept and be friends with them, though I’d like that. All I want is for you to give Elli a chance and not try to kill him when you’re in the same room.”

Rin was still pouting and with his arms crossed. Then his shoulders dropped a little and he relaxed, though he still didn’t meet Yuuki’s eyes. “I promise I won’t do anything rash.”

“If you’re not hostile towards him and Kari, great,” the priest said, patting his friend on the head.

As Rin flashed a reluctant smile, Yuuki felt the cold aura growing around him. At once, he pulled his hand back.

“N-now let’s stop with this heavy talk. T-this is a date, and dates are supposed to be fun,” Yuuki said, turning around towards the door as the subway stopped.

“Yes!” Rin said in a chirpy voice, grabbing his hand, his smile back in full force.

Yuuki felt the cold aura again, but he did his best to ignore as he led his childhood friend out of the station and to the zoo, hoping the pandas, Rin’s favorite, were awake today. Hope he doesn’t want to see the monkeys.


Chapter 06

As Yuuki expected, after he came back from his date with Rin, Elli was in a terrible mood. Even though he was following us and saw nothing happened, he thought, letting out a tired sigh. Instead of telling that to the Demon King, and making him even more upset, he tried to make him happy.

However, no matter how much he tried, Elli refused to talk to him. He also refused to leave his side, making occasional comments about how wonderful his boyfriend’s date had been with someone else even though they hadn’t gone on one yet.

After dinner, Yuuki decided to give Elli some space and went to take a shower. To his surprise, the demon’s terrible mood didn’t stop him from joining him in there as well. Though surprised and embarrassed, the priest was happy.

“So, you’re finally gonna talk to me?” he asked with a smile.

“Humph!”

It was the closest to a conversation they had as Elli sat between his legs before the showerhead. Before Yuuki could get excited, the demon turned the cold water on them.

Torn between sighing and smiling because of how the Demon King looked when jealous, Yuuki got the sponge and washed his boyfriend’s back.

“I know you’re upset I went out with Rin but—”

“You went on a date. Call what it was. A great and romantic date…with someone other than me,” Elli added, crossing his arms

At least he’s talking to me now and not just glaring and muttering, Yuuki thought.

“I-I know you didn’t like it, but I had to go. He’s my best and oldest friend. I couldn’t simply ignore him.”

“Yeah, I know. You said it many times, he is your best friend…Even in your previous life, you talked a lot about the Sacred Sword Knight…”

Is he upset because of how close I’m with Rin?

“You know you’re more than my best friend, Elli. You’re the one I love. My feelings for you haven’t changed.”

As he cleaned the Demon King’s petit body, he felt his shoulders relax a little. He’s mellowing!

“There’s no reason to be jealous or worried,” Yuuki whispered in the demon’s ear, wrapping his arms around him. Elli shivered but didn’t push him back. “I love you.”

“Y-you’re an idiot if you think I’ll be satisfied just hearing that!”

The Demon King turned around and kissed the exorcist.

Yuuki reciprocated. Though it had only been for a day, to him, it felt like ages since he touched those small lips with his own. It’s because I haven’t talked to him all day. I don’t want that ever again!

The kiss became more intense. Yuuki wanted to make up for the time he lost not being by his side. There’s also my promise to make it up to him. Let’s take care of that now!

They fell on the wet and slippery floor, but neither cared. Yuuki kissed and held Elli as close as he could, and felt his blood gathering and he wasn’t the only one. He felt something pressed against his leg as well. The Demon King was getting just as excited as he was.

“Elli…” he panted, looking into the demon’s eyes.

“Yuuki…”

Without another word, they kissed again. As their bodies rubbed against each other, he couldn’t contain the lust and love within him anymore. He wanted to be one with the Demon King the Hero had fallen in love with centuries ago and found those feelings again days ago.

Yuuki slid the hand on that slender back down the round and cute firm butt. Before he could slip one slippery finger inside Elli, the Demon King let out a moan of pleasure. Then he felt a liquid running down on his leg.

Surprised, and a little proud, he stopped kissing to look at the demon’s face. His smile vanished the instant he saw Elli red and panting too much. He sat down and held him gently. “What’s wrong!?”

“Nothing… Just… your… it’s penetrating… deep inside me…” The Demon King let out another moan, and more of the liquid slipped down on Yuuki’s leg.

“My what? Am I hurting you? I’m sorry!” He checked for a wound on Elli. I hurt him? I’d never do that!

Despite red and breathless, Elli flashed a weak smile. “No… It’s the opposite… You’re filling me with your essence… and… it’s too good… So good I… can’t help it…”

Yuuki blinked as the Demon King let out another moan. What… my essence?

Though it was hard to concentrate in that situation, he closed his eyes and did his best to focus on himself. He hadn’t realized, but the divine energy deep inside him, the one that belonged to his past life, was flowing into Elli. Though it wasn’t much, it was more than he used so far.

“I’m sorry, Elli! I didn’t even realize!” As Yuuki stopped the flow, he gently embraced the demon who was leaning weakly against him. “I think the kiss and everything were so intense I lost control…”

The Demon King looked up, his eyes filled with both love and lust. “Don’t… be… It’s like Kari said… Your energy is too irresistible…In this raw form…even I can’t…”

Without any idea of what to do, Yuuki finished washing himself and Elli. Then he carefully carried the demon to the tub. Hope it helps…

“H-how’s the water? I-is it good?”

“It is… but it’d be better… with you in here… with me,” Elli whispered, his face still red and alluring.

With him like this, panting while giving me that look, he’s the one who’s irresistible.

“B-better not… I don’t wanna risk doing that to you again…”

“And deny me pleasure? Why do you tease me?” the Demon King flashed a weak smile. When Yuuki didn’t react, he fidgeted and offered the hand, looking at the human he loved through the corner of his eyes. “Please…”

The priest’s heart thumped faster as he held that delicate hand. He entered the tub and sat on the opposite side. Elli moved to settle between his legs, leaning to rest against him.

Even doing his best, it was hard for Yuuki to remain calm. But I have to. If I lose control, I’ll put him through that… He said he liked it, but I don’t know if there’s a limit… When we make love, I might lose for good…

To his surprise, Elli had no second intentions. They simply stayed in the water in that position, enjoying each other’s company in the warm water.

I can feel Elli’s heartbeats…It’s so calming…No wonder he likes to sleep on my left… As he thought about that, fragments from his past life came to the surface. Whenever I was too worried about our future, Elli hugged me, and I could fall asleep listening to his heart every time…

Yuuki closed his eyes and embraced the Demon King, enjoying that sound again.

“Something like this happened before,” Elli said.

“W-We together in a tub?”

“Many times,” he chuckled. “But I’m talking about you overfilling me with your essence. You didn’t know it happened, so don’t bother trying to remember.”

“What? It happened? And I didn’t know? How?”

Elli let out a mischievous laugh as he caressed the arms embracing him.

“It was before we fell in love. We were still figuring out how much energy was necessary to purify the corruption of my powers and one night, you got drunk. Too drunk.”

“I did?”

“Yes. It was before the church found out I was still alive. We were in an isolated village that was being attacked by magical beasts. We saved them, and as a thank you, they offered all the booze we could drink.”

Yuuki tried but he couldn’t remember any of that. If I was drunk, no wonder I can’t remember.

“If you’re trying to remember, let me tell you there’s zero chance of happening. You were always bad with alcohol.”

“Then why I was drinking that much?” Yuuki asked. There was something strange in Elli’s tone.

“I urged you,” the demon flashed a fake guilty smile. “I wanted to see how much you could handle.”

“I knew it had your finger on it. I don’t remember much, but I can tell my past life wasn’t someone who drank until he passed out.”

“In any case,” Elli went on, ignoring the comment, though Yuuki could tell his smile was bigger, “You passed out for a whole day. But I needed your energy, so I had to find a way to get it by myself.”

Though he had some idea, Yuuki still wanted to hear what had happened from those petit lips. “H-how did you get it?”

Elli turned his head, his eyes even more lustful than before. “The only way I knew I could.”

Yuuki gulped, his heart pumping blood to the member between his legs again. The Demon King shifted in his place a little.

“You understand what I mean, right?” That only made Yuuki’s member even harder. Elli shifted again, sitting on it. “Yes, you get it… I had to use my mouth to get it directly from your manly sword.”

Yuuki gulped again, his heart thumping faster and faster.

“Even though I wasn’t in love with you at the time, that experience was beyond amazing. Female demons had done that to me, but it was my first time doing it…The taste of your manly sword remained with me for days. It was like your energy filled my whole body at once, so much it was overflowing…I could never forget that…and wanted more…”

“I-Is that so…? T-too bad I don’t remember…” Damn it! Why he did that when I was passed out? Did he do that other times?

“But I remember. There’s no way I could forget my first time. So, even if you don’t want to do anything with me until you learn to control it, there are a lot of things we can do until then…”

Yuuki remained quiet. Elli turned around completely and flashed the most teasing and alluring smile he had.

At once, the priest reached his limit, his breathing shallow. In the back of his mind, he knew he had to control himself. He didn’t want to put Elli through that again, even if the demon liked it. However, most of his mind could only think of how sexy his boyfriend looked.

Before they could do whatever the Demon King had in mind, the bathroom door opened.

“Get out of here, Kari!” Elli shouted, all the mood gone in an instant. “I told you to not come in, you stupid cat-demon!”

“Please forgive me, my King. But there’s someone here for him,” he said, eyeing Yuuki, his cheeks reddening. “I-it’s important…”

As his blood returned to its original place, Yuuki became embarrassed.

When the Demon King realized the member was limping, his energy stirred. He got out of the bathtub without saying a word. As he created black silk panties for him, he noticed where his subordinate’s eyes were.

“Why are you looking at him like that? Why are you blushing?”

“I-I’m not, my King.” Kari made sure to look everywhere but at Yuuki.

Elli narrowed his eyes and grabbed the manhood. “This is mine. It belongs to me and only I can enjoy it!”

Yuuki couldn’t help but let out a strange squeal and blushed. Controlling himself, he petted his boyfriend. “H-he knows that, Elli… T-there’s no need to be jealous…”

The Demon King turned to him. All the mellowing Yuuki had worked so hard for was gone; there was only anger on his face.

“You’re too soft on him! You’re too soft on every boy who looks good in a skirt, you hentai Hero!”

“W-who’s here for me?” Yuuki asked to change the topic and avoid the Demon King’s wrath, however cute it looked.

Before the Kari could answer, someone entered the bathroom without any ceremony. “It’s me and I need to—why are you naked?” Rin shouted. Despite feeling embarrassed, he glared at the member Elli was holding.

“Rin! T-this is my bathroom! Of course, I’m naked! How else would I take a bath?”

While Kari pretended to look everywhere but Yuuki, though he was actually looking through the corner of his eyes, Rin made no effort to hide. He stared at his naked friend without any restraints, gawking at the member, his face redder by the second.

That only made the Demon King madder, his demonic energy rising so much it could be felt through the divine cloak. “Get out all of you!”

Rin and Kari left the bathroom, though not without taking one last peek.

“T-that was… embarrassing… to say the least…” Yuuki let out a weak chuckle, but soon swallowed it when he saw the Demon King’s expression.

Still clutching his boyfriend’s member, Elli conjured a skirt and a top and left without even looking or saying anything to Yuuki.

The priest couldn’t help but smile. That’s bad…Elli’s too cute when he’s mad…Hope I don’t get hooked on seeing that face…If he ever finds out I’m thinking this, he’s gonna be even madder… and even cuter.

Shaking his head to dismiss the alluring idea, he dried himself, put some clothes on, and headed to the living room. As he peered his head around the corner, he considered if he wanted to enter. Despite the three people, it was complete and heavy silence.

While Rin and Elli refused to look at each other, Kari tried to get his King’s attention to apologize. The Demon king ignored his subordinate as if he didn’t exist. The fact that the Demon Duke was still red didn’t help.

The moment they noticed Yuuki, everyone turned to him.

“Hero!” “Yuuki!” “You!”

He said nothing as he entered. This feels more awkward than it should…With all the eyes on him, he sat next to Elli on the couch.

The Demon King crossed his arms and turned his head away. Even so, he slid closer. He pulled his hand away when Yuuki tried to hold it though.

“H-hey, Rin. What’s up? W-why are you here so late?” he asked to break the heavy silence. And why did you enter my bathroom like that?

The reincarnated Sacred Sword Knight didn’t answer right away. His eyes went down to between Yuuki’s legs. When Elli noticed, he shoved a cushion with more force than necessary.

“Answer why you’re here, Knight.” The Demon King made no effort to hide his rage.

“T-though I don’t have to answer you, I found something… weird at the park,” Rin said after he raised his head and looked away from the covered area.

“Something weird? What? A demon? Why didn’t you take care of it yourself?” Elli asked in a dry voice. “You recovered most of your power, didn’t you? There was no reason for you to barge in and bother us.”

“I don’t think it was one of your kind, demon,” Rin answered in the same manner. “If it was, I could handle by myself. It was a strange and evil energy… And extremely powerful.”

“And why call the Hero to take care of this?”

Hero… you’re not gonna call me by my name, Elli? Are you really that mad even though it wasn’t my fault?

“Guess it might be hard for you to think since you’re too busy being a pervert and dragging Yuuki down that path again, his family’s in charge of this city’s protection. He can purify the place if needed, while I can only fight. Maybe it’s hard for a demon like you to understand. You always wanted to smash everything like a simpleton.”

Elli narrowed his eyes, his energy stirring so much everyone could sense even under the divine cloak.

“That’s funny coming from you. Do you know how we called you? The Gorilla Knight. Because of your brutal strength and simple tactics, in case you’re wondering.”

Kari laughed and Rin closed his hand as if holding an invisible handle.

“L-let’s calm down for a moment,” Yuuki intervened before things got out of hand. There’s no reason to add fuel to the fire, you two. “Y-you said at the park, wasn’t Rin?”

“Yes,” he said in a dry voice without taking his eyes from the Demon King, who held the stare.

“I think there was a sealed demon there a long time ago, but we moved it to our underground prison. I think it was Father who did it. Back then, it wasn’t a park but a vacant lot. Nothing lasted long there because of the demonic energy.”

“I don’t think it was residual energy…” Rin finally looked away from Elli. “It might have been something else. As if something was put there on purpose…”

“On purpose?” Yuuki turned to Elli, who looked back at him. For a moment, the Demon King seemed to have forgotten his anger, but soon he remembered and looked away.

“In any case, I sensed something evil in the park and I think you should check,” Rin finished.

Yuuki grew quiet for a moment. I should’ve felt something too, but I’ve been too… focused on Elli in the past couple of days… I only left the house to cleanse Saikawa’s house and help her friend in the hospital… and for the date with Rin.

“You’re right. Even if there’s no demon, I have to at least cleanse the place,” he said, standing up.

“I’ll go with you!” said Elli and Rin at the same time, looking at him. Then they glared at each other without hiding their mutual aversion.

There’s no way I’m getting in the middle of that.

“K-Kari, can you stay and watch the temple?”

“H-hope your deity or whatever you worship is okay with a demon standing guard on their temple,” he said, still not meeting Yuuki’s eyes directly.

“Isn’t that nice, Karius?” Rin said with a bright smile. “You’ve been promoted. Instead of a stupid cat dog, you’re now a stupid cat watchdog!”

While Elli laughed, Yuuki got out of the living room. After he changed clothes, he headed to the park with Elli on his left and Rin on his right.

Though the Demon King didn’t hide how much he disliked Rin’s presence, he had softened a little. He even hugged Yuuki’s arm like always, though without looking at his boyfriend. When Rin did the same, however, his expression became sour at once. His energy stirring was enough to make the reincarnated Knight let go.

Yuuki said nothing, holding back a sigh. I’ll only add fuel to the fire if I say anything…

That is what he told himself. Deep down, he knew he couldn’t help but enjoy the situation. It doesn’t matter they’re both guys, I’m walking with two cuties… I’d never imagine this would ever happen to me. I’m in love with Elli and would never cheat on him, but it’s like I’m a protagonist of a harem story!

Once they turned around the corner of the park, all of Yuuki’s stupid thoughts of harem were gone. Even from across the street, he felt the ominous energy. No matter if he tried to stop it, he shivered. The demonic energy was overflowing as if the entire park was bathed in it.

No way. Why is this here? Since when? It wasn’t like this when I passed by on my way to school last time!

“You sense it too, Yuuki?” Rin asked in a low voice.

“Yes. There’s no way I couldn’t sense it.”

“It feels like something’s buried here,” Elli said in his usual tone. “It seems strong but nothing to worry about.”

Yuuki let out a nervous laugh, “Maybe for you.”

The Demon King flashed a gentle smile. “You’ll recover your strength one day and this will be nothing. Until then, I’ll take care of you,” he said, patting his boyfriend on the head.

He couldn’t help but enjoy it. Glad he’s not mad at me anymore.

“Sorry if he hasn’t awakened his full powers yet, king of demons,” Rin said in a harsh voice, ignoring the couple’s moment. “There’s no need for you to throw it in his face. Yuuki’s doing his best.” He pulled his friend from Elli and embraced his arm.

“I know he’s doing his best. I’ve been helping him for the last few days,” Elli pulled Yuuki back. “Before you and Kari interrupted us, I was about to give him a physical lesson on how to control his energy. With this.”

The Demon King brought his hand to his opened mouth to emphasize what he meant and make sure Rin understood.

Yuuki widened his eyes, “Don’t tell him that, Elli!”

“What do you mean?” It took a moment but when he finally understood, his face became an alarming shade of red. “I can’t believe this! You two just met the other day! Impure! You’re too lascivious!”

“The other day?” Elli snorted. “We know each other for years. We love each other. Don’t call our love impure, you annoying pure virgin.”

“Who are you calling a pure virgin, demon of lust?”

“Hm?” Elli raised an eyebrow and seemed genuinely interested. “Who deflowered you? Was in this life or the previous? Either way, I know it wasn’t the Hero, even though it wasn’t for lack of trying.”

“And we haven’t slept together yet, Rin!” Yuuki added in a hurry.

“Yet…?”

Ah, crap. Me and my big mouth…

“I-Instead of worry about that, let see what’s up with this energy,” Yuuki crossed the street and headed to the park. Even though he made sure he didn’t look back, he felt a pair of eyes piercing his back.

The moment he entered the park, all that was swept from his head. What’s this?

Unlike the outside where one could feel the energy as if overflowing, inside felt as if he was drowning on it. Despite his body growing slightly numb, he concentrated. It’s everywhere but there’s something strange… Almost like it was planted here.

Elli and Rin walked to his side, the Demon King smiling and the reincarnated Knight glaring at him.

“When did you notice this, Rin?” Yuuki asked, looking for the source of the demonic energy through the bushes.

“When I got back from my grandparents this morning.”

“Why didn’t you warn the Hero right away instead of going on a date with him?” Elli made no effort to hide how he was still angry about that.

“I called his sister. She told me she’d take care of it as soon as she got back.”

“You contacted her? You weren’t planning on telling me?” Yuuki glanced at his friend.

“I had no idea you were awakening…”

And you didn’t want someone weak like me involved in this, he thought but kept quiet. Did my sister call because of this?

“Speaking of that, how did you know?” Elli stopped searching and turned to Rin. “You knew he had awakened part of his memory before you noticed me.”

Even Yuuki stopped to listen. With everything that happened, I forgot to ask about it…

“I… I…” Rin’s face strained as he concentrated, “How did I know? I think someone told me…? I’m not sure…”

“Someone?” Elli repeated. “Who? Who could’ve known about the Hero’s memories? And why tell you?”

“I… I don’t remember… I was… I was gonna visit Yuuki when I came back this morning and found out about the park… and then… I contacted his sister…”

The more he tried to remember, the more he winced.

“It’s okay, Rin. Don’t force yourself.”

Despite his words, he exchanged glances with Elli. Suddenly, the priest knew he and the Demon King were thinking the same thing. There’s someone else involved. Maybe the same someone who sent Kari.

“No, Yuuki… I need to remember… It’s… important…” The reincarnated Sacred Sword Knight became paler.

“That’s enough, Rin,” he said in a firm voice. “I’ll cleanse this place and we’ll head back to the temple to figure this out. I can try a memory spell on you. I think I’m getting good at it.”

After he made sure his friend stopped, Yuuki pulled a talisman made by his sister and held it before him. As concentrated and he recited the chanting, the paper became grey and then completely black as it absolved the ominous energy. When it reached its limit, he pulled another.

Despite how exhausted it made him, he was doing the cleansing without any problem. My training with Elli is paying off, he thought, flashing a strained smile.

One by one, the talismans became completely black. At the same time, little by little, the evil aura that permeated the entire park grew smaller. After many talismans, there was only one place that refused to be cleansed. That’s where the source is.

Though exhausted and panting, Yuuki and Elli got closer. Even at night, it wasn’t hard to see that tree was paler compared to the others around. Though it was dead, the wood wasn’t rotting at all. The energy poisoned the tree, but it’s keeping it alive.

Where’s the source…?

As Elli searched the branches, Yuuki checked the roots. There was a strange mark on one of them. It looks like… a four-finger claw crushing a heart…

As Yuuki stared at it, the mark stirred his memory. No matter how much he tried, he couldn’t remember where the Hero had seen that symbol though. I don’t remember what it means, but I know it’s dangerous.

“Elli, Rin. Come here.” He stepped back to give room for the other two to see the mark.

Both the Demon King and the Sacred Sword Knight became pale.

“It’s the mark of the Demon Calamity,” Elli said in a low voice. His cute girly features became tense as he stared at the root.

As the name reached him, Yuuki felt his body growing cold. The name made him scared. Demon Calamity…

The Hero and his companions were leading the army and pushing back the invading demons hordes deeper inside the Demon King’s territory. Everything was going great, until the demon known as Demon Calamity showed up.

Even before they could see the bestial wolf-like figure, everyone sensed the colossal energy getting closer and closer. For a moment, the Hero feared it was the Elligolas Dark Star himself. He trembled at the idea of facing his destined foe at that moment.

When the Demon Calamity showed up, he was relieved. However, it was only for an instant. Once he looked at the source of that colossal energy, the Hero knew he could die before saving the world.

The fight was hard and brutal. Even if their numbers had dwindled to less than a tenth of their army, with the Demon Calamity by their sides, the demons grew braver and won, pushing the Hero’s army back. The only reason the human army wasn’t obliterated was because the Hero and his companions had harmed the Demon Calamity enough to get away.

Thanks to that day, the war went on for much longer as the demons reclaimed territories and the humans reorganized their forces.

That was the first time I feared death after learning how to use my divine powers, Yuuki thought. Thanks to that fight, I was able to get stronger until I could defeat Elligolas…But now…There’s no way I can fight the Demon Calamity again.

But why is he here? To get Elli back? Then why do this? With this mark, he just told us who he is… He just lured us here… For what?

Yuuki widened his eyes.

“We need to go back. Kari might be in danger.”


Chapter 07

“You think this is a plan to get to Kari,” Elli said.

“And turn Demon Duke against Yuuki to bring back the real Demon King,” Rin finished the sentence. He turned to his friend and grabbed his arm. “You can’t go back! If one of the Dukes joined the Calamity, there’s no way you can survive! Not the way you are now!”

“Why do you assume Kari would join him?” Yuuki asked.

“You told me he came to this dimension for that. If Karius joins Calamity, he can achieve that. Even Elligolas would have trouble facing those two by himself.”

Yuuki wanted to say Elligolas would never come back, that the Hero had defeated him for good and there was only Elli now. However, he had to swallow those words. He knew if he wasn’t around to stop the corruption with the divine energy, the Demon King that once threatened to destroy the entire world could come back.

And maybe our feelings for each other wouldn’t be enough to bring him back.

He also wanted to say Kari wouldn’t join Calamity, that he had changed, but he knew his words would sound hollow. Even if he stopped threatening me, it’s not like he doesn’t want Elligolas back… His goal is for the Demon King to save their people… When Yuuki looked at Elli, he knew the demon he loved felt the same as the reincarnated Knight.

Even so, we can’t simply abandon Kari.

“I don’t think he would join Calamity, but even if he does, we need to go back,” Yuuki said, looking his childhood friend.

“But—”

“If Calamity frees the demons from the prison, this city will be destroyed. Even the priests association won’t be able to act so fast. Until then, they could kill thousands of people, perhaps millions.”

Rin had no argument against that. He let out a frustrated sigh and then flashed a bitter smile. “I knew you’d say that. Always worrying more about others than yourself… I’ll go with you.”

“If Kari joins Orgas, I’ll kill them both,” Elli said.

Yuuki kept quiet. The priest knew the Demon King wouldn’t hesitated to kill someone he once called companion. Even so, despite everything he said about his subordinate and how he treated him, he would feel bad.

As they hurried back to the temple, he tried sensing anything, but there was nothing. The barrier around the mountain was too strong to let anything inside leak out and disrupt the lives of the normal people. However, the instant they crossed the Torii at the foot of the stone stairs that led to the temple, he felt the same energy from the park.

No, it’s not the same. It’s much worse… And it’s calling us… The Demon Calamity is here…

Yuuki had trouble to breathe. Whenever he inhaled, the cold and heavy air hurt his throat and his lungs. Before he lost control over his breathing, he felt a warm spreading from his fingers. Elli was holding his left, and that warmth was enough to drive away the cold aura that was threatening to drown him.

With Elli by his left and Rin by the right, and his courage renewed, they climbed the stairs and raced towards the source of the energy.

“Kari!” Yuuki shouted.

Before the offering box, there was a huge beast holding Kari by the neck with only one hand. The Demon Duke tried to get rid of the hand, but his fingers couldn’t even close around the massive wrist.

The source of that colossal energy turned to them. The Demon Calamity had the head of a wolf and the body of a monstrous werewolf over three meters tall covered by a silver and grey fur. He had too many sharp fangs coming out from his mouth and his yellow eyes seemed to shine against the dark sky.

As Yuuki looked at the demon, he froze. The memories from his fights against that beast in the previous life didn’t come back. But the fear did. He closed his fist of the free hand, but it made no difference; it was still shaking.

The demon wolf’s eyes moved to the side and fixed on Elli. He showed no reaction.

“I’m glad to see you well, King,” he said in a polite voice, bowing to the Demon King without taking his eyes off him.

Kari struggled again to get rid of the hand, but the Demon Calamity didn’t seem to feel.

“I know you always had your differences with him, but let that idiot go.” Though Elli’s voice was calm, there was a threat behind that cute and girly tone.

Instead of being intimidated by it, the demon wolf smiled. A terrifying smile, full of sharp teeth that could snap a horse’s neck with one bite.

“I’m sorry, King. Without your true power, you’re not as intimidating as before. Your appearance doesn’t inspire fear either.”

“Is that so?”

H-he doesn’t realize my cloak’s concealing Elli’s power, Yuuki thought.

“Why are you here, Orgas?”

“Of course, it’s for you, King. There’s no other reason I’d come to this dimension if not for you.”

Elli let out a tired sigh. “I made it clear I have no intention of sitting on that throne again.”

Orgasus’ eyes narrowed. “King, you have to fulfill your destiny as the King of Demons to the end. Even if you don’t want to.”

“Says who? The world is better without the Demon King.”

“Says who…?” the Demon Calamity seemed puzzled. “It has been the Law of the world ever since our race came back from the void.”

“And who set that stupid law? Why should we fight humans? Just because we’re demons? Why should I rein on top of the world? Is that the only way?” Elli said. “I realized it’s pointless. And too bothersome. I found something much better.”

“Pointless?” he sighed and tightened the grip around Kari’s neck, whose face became paler as he struggled for air. “I see where this idiot got these foolish ideas. Just like him, you’ve been corrupted by the gods’ despicable energy, King.”

Elli snorted. “Corrupted? It’s the other way around, Orgas. I’ve been cleansed. Now, I’m free from the corruption of my mind and soul. Before I was controlled by it. Now, I’m in control of my powers.”

“You’re wrong, King, and that’s sad. You’re so weak right now it’s hard to imagine you were once the greatest Demon King since the Supreme Demon Emperor Izunashi,” the Demon Calamity said, shaking his head. “You don’t understand the true nature of our powers. Allowing yourself to be poisoned by the Hero’s despicable divine energy has been destroying the natural order of things.”

Elli let out a sigh. “Guess we’ll never see eye to eye, Orgas.”

“Guess we won’t, King.” The werewolf demon lowered his head, disappointed, “I have to kill you. Even if you’re a weakened fool who can’t see the truth, the power of the Ruler stills lies inside you.”

There was a heavy silence as the demons stared at each other. Only Kari gasping for air broke it.

We have to save him. But how?

“I always imagined you’d try to kill me one day. Even with all your intelligence, your thirst for violence is unrivaled. I just never imagined it’d take so long. And it’s strange you want my powers since you never seemed interested in the throne.”

“You’re right, King. I’m not interested in leading the demons. I’m not suited for that. I know my place, and it’s not sitting on that throne.”

Elli narrowed his eyes. “I see… You want to kill me so my powers can pass on and give birth to the next Demon King.”

“Even poisoned by that despicable power, your mind is still sharp, King.”

“It’s not just my mind, Orgas. My powers as well.” As Elli spoke, his energy stirred. Despite cloaked by Yuuki’s energy, even the Demon Calamity could sense it now.

Instead of being afraid, the wolf-demon let out a low and howl-like laugh. “Impressive, King. However, you’re not at your full power now. I know you can’t use it without awaking the real you. And even if you could, you have become full of weakness.”

Even before he finished speaking, his gaze shifted to Elli’s right, to where Yuuki was.

The priest felt the demon’s bloodlust. However, there was nothing he could do. The next thing he knew, there was a huge shadow hand and a sword before him, blocking the Demon Calamity’s attack.

“Like I’d let you!” said Elli and Rin at the same time, their voices in harmony as they destroyed the attack in the form of a claw.

“See, King? Full of weakness,” the wolf-demon let out the same low howl-like laugh. “You’d have never allowed yourself to become like this in the past.”

Elli grunted and winced. When Yuuki looked at him, he saw a wound on the Demon King’s belly.

“Elli!” When was he hurt? I didn’t see anything!

“I’m okay… It’s… just a… scratch…” Despite the pain, he flashed a smile to reassure the man he loved. “Don’t worry… about this…”

“Yes, Yuuki. There’s no time for that,” Rin said, his eyes fixed at the wolf demon. “Get ready.”

“How can you—” Before Yuuki finished, he realized his childhood friend was hurt as well.

“Ho? Is that the Sacred Sword Knight? So, you’ve reincarnated in this world too?” Orgasus sounded mildly surprised.

“Yeah… And I must say it’s not a pleasure to see you again, Orgasus,” Rin said in a strained voice.

The Demon Calamity let out a booming howl-like laugh, “I see your tongue is still the same, Gorilla Knight. But you’ve become weaker too. It’s sad we won’t enjoy the same battles as in the past. I always wanted to settle things with you and that damned mage.”

Shit… They’re both hurt because I’m weak and can’t protect myself, Yuuki thought, his mind going through everything he could do at the moment. Before he could think of anything, he felt another bloodlust. Another attack was coming.

Despite their wounds, Elli and Rin protected him again. Just like before, they got hurt in his place.

“Even if he was once the Hero, he’s no longer the same. I understand the power of the feelings humans have. I won’t underestimate it again. However, it’s hard to believe you two are protecting a shell of what he once was just because of that. The Hero is dead. You and your companions took care of that,” he said, looking at Rin.

The reincarnated Sacred Sword Knight looked away.

“Yes… he died… and I was alone… for a long time,” Elli said, cleaning the blood on the corner of his lips. At the same time, his energy grew so much it shredded Yuuki’s cloaking magic. The wound on his belly stopped bleeding and closed, though there was still a scar. “And after everything I went through to find him again, I’m not letting anyone take Yuuki away from me!”

The massive demonic energy concentrated on his palm and he fired at Orgasus, so fast it looked like a spear. The Demon Calamity widened his eyes. Though surprised, he still used Kari as a shield.

“Elli!” Yuuki shouted.

The Demon King wasn’t fazed by that. As the shadow spear got closer, it vanished before it hit the Demon Duke. A second later, it came out from Kari’s shadow and severed Orgasus’ arm.

The Demon Calamity didn’t even blink as his shield and his limb fell. The shadow spear lost its shape, wrapped around Kari and brought him back.

Even with the wounded Duke by his side, the Demon King didn’t change his expression. He didn’t even glance at his subordinate.

“I’m sorry… my king… I couldn’t… do anything… against him…” Kari coughed and bowed with his hand massaging his neck.

“Shut up, you idiot. There was no way you could do that until you learn how to handle the divine energy.” Elli glanced at Kari for an instant and asked in a low voice, “Why didn’t you join him? You want the old me back too, don’t you?”

“There’s no way… I could… betray you… my King… Even for a noble goal…”

“It’d be the smarter choice…”

“You’re right…as usual… But I’ve seen some interesting things here…Maybe we can have a different path… A different future…I don’t want to be a slave of my powers…Nor I wish the same to you… Not if there’s a chance of something different… for our kin…”

Keeping his eyes fixed at Orgasus, Elli blushed. “You idiot… You can say all you want, but I know you got hooked on the divine energy, you slut cat-demon.”

Kari let out a weak laugh and coughed, “That too… I can’t deny the truth before my King…”

Before Elli could say anything else, the wolf-demon waved what was left of his arm and the severed limb flew back. When the parts met, it healed as if never wounded.

“I underestimated you, King. I thought you had lost control over your power due to the divine corruption,” he said in a mildly interested voice as he tested the arm. “But I won’t make the same mistake again.”

He closed his eyes. As he concentrated, his massive energy stirred. When he opened them again, they had changed. Instead of the normal human pupil, it was vertical. The iris became red with yellow streaks all over.

It wasn’t just his eyes. His entire body grew, and the fur became a deep pure silver. The next moment, he leaned forward, supporting himself on all four thick limbs. Even like that, he towered them all.

Yuuki remembered that form. It was the fighting mode of the wolf beast demon who possessed the title of Demon Calamity. When he assumed his true demonic form, he became a monster with a sharp fighting instinct willing to destroy anything in his path, he recalled. If he was mindless like most who threw their humanoid form, it’d be good, but that’s not the case… And with Elli, Kari and Rin wounded…

The priest closed his eyes and took a deep breath. I’ll protect them this time. I may be weak, but I’m not useless.

“Elli, heal everyone.”

The Demon King opened his mouth but closed it without saying anything, nodding instead.

Thanks, Elli. You trust me so much even though I haven’t earned it. But I’ll change that. Starting now.

Orgasus watched as Yuuki took a step forward and stood before the others.

“Even if you’re the reincarnation of the hero, you’re not him. You’re nothing but a shell who only has a fraction of his memories and powers,” the demon said in a deep animal-like voice. Despite his words, he was didn’t attack.

Even though he said that, he’s cautious.

“You’re right. I’m not the Hero. I’m as far as a hero I can be,” Yuuki admitted, concentrating. “Even so, his soul still lives inside me!”

As he shouted, he focused within himself. That divine energy belongs to me! I can use it however I want! He tapped into the deep reservoir and extended one arm forward and the other backward. The left arm was pointing towards Elli, providing the demon he loved with enough energy to stop the corruption from his own powers. The right hand was pointing at Orgasus.

The Demon Calamity reacted at once, his bloodlust growing.

Cold sweat ran down the priest’s neck as the demon prepared to attack him. He wasn’t planning to do the same though. I’m weak. I can’t defeat him the way I am now. And I’m not stupid enough to hope for a special skill or power-up showing up from nowhere to save me!

I’ll do what I can with my current self!

In his right hand was one of his father’s talisman. One containing the magic to create a barrier. Supplied with his divine energy, the spell imbued on the paper activated.

At the same time, the demon channeled his demonic energy into his paw and swung it. The attack was so fast Yuuki couldn’t see it. But he felt as it struck against his barrier.

Despite using the Hero’s energy, the barrier was pushed back, and he had to endure immense pressure to stand where he was. Like hell I’m gonna cave in! Not when I’m protecting Elli and the others!

Screaming at the top of his lungs, Yuuki poured more divine energy and managed to withstand the Demon Calamity’s attack. Before he could smile, however, his heart froze. Orgasus had vanished from his sight. The next instant, he felt the bloodlust coming from his right, left and front at the same time.

How is this possible?

It was the last thing he thought before focusing more divine energy onto the talisman and the barrier, making it grow and surround him, Elli, Kari and Rin.

A second later, the attack came, cracking the barrier and almost destroying it. What a power… He’s truly a monster!

The wolf demon Orgasus had attacked from every side at once. With the claws, he went past Yuuki and planned to crush Elli, Kari and Rin. At the same time, he tried to dilacerate the reincarnated Hero with his huge fangs.

Though the barrier withstood, cracks appeared all over it and they were spreading fast. He’s crushing it with sheer physical strength!

The priest poured more energy into the talisman, into the barrier. Even if the flow wasn’t as much as he wanted, it was enough.

Orgasus vanished again. An instant later, Yuuki felt the same attack from three sides at the same time. More cracks appeared on the barrier, but then the Demon Calamity vanished again. Only to be back a second later, attacking in the same way.

Though simple, it was too powerful. That onslaught was the reason he received the moniker of Demon Calamity. Once he threw his reasoning and focused only on fighting, his bestial instincts took over and the demon became a monster who could kill thousands with one attack and who could crush everything in his way.

He’s gonna do this attack again and again until the barrier is destroyed, Yuuki realized. But the only thing he could do was pour more energy into the protection.

As the attacks continued, more cracks appear along the barrier, and each time the cracks were taking longer to fix.

Shit! I don’t know for how long I can take it! Even if I could use my energy as I liked, it’s useless to pour more in the barrier after it breaks!

But I have to protect Elli and the others…I have to…Until he heals everyone.

How can I say I love Elli and promise we’ll be together if I can’t even protect him?

With the Demon King in mind, he forced himself to withstand every one of the Demon Calamity attacks.

Despite his determination, he was reaching his limit. No way…I still have…more of the Hero’s energy…and yet I can’t use it…damn it.

The cracks on the barrier stopped fixing and only got bigger with each of Orgasus’ attack now.

Damn it… Why am I such a failure? I can’t even protect the one I love… I’m so useless.

“Everything’s gonna be fine now,” a warm voice full of love whispered in his ear. The next moment, he felt the lips he loved to kiss touching his cheek. “Thanks for protecting me, Yuuki. I love you more than anything in the world. This or the other.”

With his mind close to fainting, Yuuki turned around. Elli caressed his arm, flashing a loving smile. Rin and Kari were standing behind him. While the Demon Duke avoided looking at him, the reincarnated Sacred Sword Knight pressed his lips as he watched the Demon King touch the Hero.

“It’s okay, now, Yuuki. Leave to me.”

With those words, the priest stopped pouring his energy into the cracking barrier. Before he fell on the ground due to exhaustion, Elli held him.

The Demon Calamity continued to attack as if nothing had changed. No…in that state, he doesn’t know…It’s moving on pure instincts right now.

As the attack from three sides came again, the priest tried to pour the divine energy into the talisman out of reflex. But the magic had long gone. There as only a normal piece of paper full of slashes in his hand.

There was nothing to worry about though. Rin and Kari stopped the claws and Elli extended his shadow claw from the free arm and clashed against Orgasus’ fangs.

Still holding the human he loved, the Demon King turned to the Demon Calamity.

“Orgas. This ends now. I’m not returning to those dark days without my Hero’s love. I want the world of light, of warm, with Yuuki by my side. I’m not giving my life, so the next Demon King shows up. I’m the last one in that world. Fuck the old ways.”

As expected of the one regarded as the strongest Demon King of the latest age, Yuuki thought with a weak smile. He’s so cool there was no way I wouldn’t fall for him.

Even though Elli hadn’t done anything, the Demon Calamity jumped back out of instinct and this time, he didn’t attack right away.

The Demon King let out a low and evil chuckle. “As expected, your instincts are too sharp in that form. A second more and I’d have blown your head with this.” On the tip of his shadow claw, there was a small dark sphere.

“Kari, Knight. Stop him for a moment. I used too much energy to heal you two and need a little help.”

“Yes, my King!”

“Tsk. I’ve sinned too much to listen to the Demon King’s orders,” Rin muttered. “I must’ve hit my head or something.”

Despite the black eyes with red iris and the two pointy horns coming out from the side of his head, when the Demon King smiled, it was cute. “It’s to protect Yuuki.”

Blushing, Rin said nothing as he and Kari dashed forward.

“I’ll be right back,” Elli whispered as he put Yuuki down gently.

Orgasus’ eyes shone, and he charged to meet them. When claws and blade clashed, the Demon King vanished.

The Demon Calamity noticed, but there was nothing he could do as the Sacred Sword Knight and one of the Demon Duke fought him. With a howled that shook the ground, he reached out one of the claws at Kari’s neck. Before he could slash it, Rin stabbed him with the sword, piercing through.

Orgasus snarled and grabbed the thin blade and pulled from him. Even so, he wasn’t fast enough to counter the divine energy. The wound was already burning. Enraged, he threw the sword and owner in the air and jumped towards Rin.

The reincarnated Knight charged his weapon with his energy and slashed at the demon. As the attack flew towards the enemy, Orgasus swung his claw, sending an attack to counter.

As the energies collided and exploded, dust-covered the area. By the time it vanished, the Demon Calamity was almost at the Knight.

“Crap!” Rin had no time to dodge or block.

Before the sharp claws stabbed through his belly, Kari appeared. The demon grabbed the Knight and saved him. At the same time, the end of his tail was as sharp as a spear and hit right in Orgasus’ eyes.

As they came back to the ground, Kari put Rin down, who looked away. “I didn’t ask for that… but thanks…”

Before the Demon Duke said anything, Orgasus stood. Despite the bleeding eye, he didn’t hesitate to attack again.

They blocked, but with that, they were sent backward. They fell and rolled, standing right away. Shouting they charged at the same time.

Rin stabbed and pinned one of the demon’s huge front paw on the ground. Kari did the same with his tail.

“Like I’d let you!” they said in unison as Orgasus tried to get away.

The Demon Calamity let out another earth-shaking howl, but they withstood. Before he could let out another, Elli came out from their joined shadow, his face empty.

“Die,” he said in a cold voice.

The fear crossed Orgasus’ good eye and he let out a howl as the Demon King planted the dark sphere on his chest.

The demons and the Knight leaped back as the explosion involved the Demon Calamity. The dark energy was too strong, and yet Yuuki wasn’t afraid. There was something familiar in that power.

Ah… It’s my energy… It’s inside Elli’s…

The next instant, the demon he loved was back by his side. Though Kari and Rin smiled, the Demon King didn’t share that.

As the explosion grew smaller, the Sacred Sword Knight and the Demon Duke stopped smiling. Despite the damage, Orgasus was still alive, was still moving.

His silver fur was gone in most places and blackened where it remained. The blood flowed from this mouth and part of his chest, along with one paw, were gone. Even so, he was still alive.

“Your… power… is still… the same… I was tricked… No… I underestimated you,” he managed to say in a pained and panted voice. Despite his situation, he flashed a smile. “If it wasn’t for the corruption of that despicable power, you could still rule any world you wanted.”

“You’ll never understand, Orgasus. I wished you could accept the new me,” Elli said in a low voice, a sad expression crossing his face. But then he became serious. “I’m sorry, my old companion.”

“Don’t be, King. If I can’t kill you, at least I’ll die knowing the old you is still alive somewhere. Maybe someday he’ll be back.”

As the Demon Calamity focused on what was left of his energy, Elli stirred his.

Once again, the Demon King formed the small black sphere at the end of his shadow claw. As Orgasus rushed towards him, he fired it.

“You stupid lascivious demon! It’s gonna destroy the temple!” Rin shouted, pouring his magic in to a barrier. “Do something to help, you stupid cat-dog!”

Reluctantly, Kari helped him, feeding his energy to the barrier.

When the sphere met its target, the explosion was at a whole different level.

Even the barrier made by the Sacred Sword Knight and the Demon Duke barely withstood, cracking and almost vanishing.

Orgasus received it all and was vaporized.

Even with him gone, the power was too intense. If Elli hadn’t suppressed it, the barrier would have vanished as well. The explosion vanished, leaving only a perfect circular scorched hole on what used to be stone steps.

Elli lowered his hand slowly, his eyes never leaving the hole.

Yuuki forced himself to stand and hugged the Demon King from behind. Even if there was nothing on that cute and girly face, he felt the demonic energy spread inside the demon he love, trying to take control of him.

“Don’t… you’re too tired… I can handle this much for a while,” Elli said in a strained voice when Yuuki began pouring his energy into him.

“Don’t be stupid…I know this hurts you…I don’t want you to suffer…more than…you already have…”

Yuuki used the last of his strengths to purify the demon he loved. When he finished, he was too exhausted to stand.

Elli held him once again, gently putting him on the ground and putting Yuuki’s head on his lap. With tears on his eyes, he caressed the human who once defeated him and stole his heart.

“I’m glad you’re okay… I’m glad you endure all that time just to find me. I love you,” Yuuki whispered with a smile before passing out.


Epilogue

Yuuki was expelled from the land of dreams abruptly. Even so, it was too troublesome to open his eyes. I’m so tired.

His entire body was heavy, too heavy. To move even just his hand required more effort and willpower than he had at the moment. I overused my energy… Even so, I shouldn’t be feeling like this… I need more training.

There was no way he would forget the vow he made to himself. The idea of getting out of bed and train crossed his mind; there was no way he could remain as he was, weak. He had become as close as he Hero as he could, little by little.

But his body refused to obey him.

I need to go… I need to get stronger… For Elli…Elli…

As he thought of the Demon King he had fallen in love with twice, Yuuki realized there was something strange with his body; everything was heavy indeed, but his left arm, in particular, was numb.

Without thinking too much, he knew it was Elli. Not because he sensed the demon’s energy or anything. He simply knew Elli was there on his left, closer to his heart.

When he went to hug that petit and warm body, he realized his right arm was also numb. Eh? Why…Then he noticed there was someone else on the bed with them. Eh? Who’s that?

No matter how much he tried, his senses were still wakening, and he couldn’t sense the energy and find who it was. With great effort, he managed to open his eyes.

Kari!? Why is he here on our bed? How on earth did Elli allow that?

As he turned to the Demon King, he watched his boyfriend stir and rub his eyes.

“Hm… Hey, Yuuki. Good morning,” he said in a lovely drowsy voice, his smile matching.

“M-morning, Elli…” As Yuuki saw that face, he only smiled a silly smile.

The Demon King snuggled closer, “How are you feeling?”

“Exhausted,” he admitted with a weak chuckle. “Like I was hit by a truck and didn’t go to another world. What happened after I passed out?”

“You don’t remember?” Yuuki shook his head. “You woke once again, saying we had to seal Orgasus. You ordered the Sacred Sword Knight,” he didn’t hide how much he disliked saying that, “To get a container and a sealing talisman from your father’s workshop.”

“I did?” Yuuki tried to remember but had no memory of that.

“Yes. Then you fainted again…”

“Don’t worry. I’m okay. More tired than the other day, but other than that, I feel fine,” he said reassuringly.

“There’s a reason for that…” Elli’s expression turned sour as he indicated the other demon on the bed with them.

“Oh, yeah… W-why is he here with us, by the way?”

“He needed some divine energy against the corruption from his powers too,” Elli explained, chewing the words. “It was a bigger toll on him than he imagined. Especially on his state.”

“I see… Then I need to help him.”

“It’s okay… He already got the energy…”

“What? How? Did I wake again to give it to him?”

“No…” The Demon King’s eyes moved down to between Yuuki’s legs.

It took a moment, but he finally understood how the Demon Duke had gotten the energy. “What? When did he…?”

“The corruption wasn’t strong, but it was hurting him… With his wounds, it was best to take care of it right away… After he helped to protect you, I couldn’t say no…”

Despite his words, it was clear Elli disliked it. Yuuki himself had no idea how he felt about it. The first time someone… did that to me in this life and I wasn’t awake… But I guess it’s better. My first time should be with Elli… I mean, the one I wanna remember…

“I-if I talked about sealing Orgasus…”

“Yes, he’s still alive,” Elli mumbled “At least his soul…”

The priest caressed the Demon King’s head, “I’m glad.”

“Why? He tried to kill us… He tried to kill you…”

“I know, but it feels wrong somehow… I told you I don’t like the idea of you killing those you once called friends…”

“We weren’t friends…”

“Companions, or comrades, buddies, besties or whatever,” Yuuki let out a tired chuckle. “You shared something, a goal with them before… I don’t like the idea you could kill them so easily… I know you say you don’t care, but I don’t wanna see you going through that again if possible.”

“He left me no choice… and besides…” Elli’s cheek went a shade of red. “If they don’t accept the new me, they’re not my real… companions… They need to understand that I love you.”

Yuuki’s heart thumped louder. It’s not fair he can be this cute.

“It’s hard… You know, for them to be okay, even after centuries… I mean, the Demon King and the Hero? That sounds like those mushy love stories.”

“It’s not mushy! It’s our love story!” Elli protested in a cute way. “It’s one of the best and most inspiring love stories in many worlds”

Yuuki couldn’t help but laugh. “You’re right. And I promise I’ll get stronger so I can also protect our love. This way you won’t have to kill people you used to call companions anymore.”

“You said the same thing hundreds of years ago…”

“I did? Well, now I promise I’ll learn to control my powers. Maybe I can even purify Orgasus once he’s reborn.”

Elli pressed his lips. “You already thinking about adding him to your harem? I had no idea you knew his human form is cute! I won’t allow another boy in a skirt among us! I’m the only one you need!”

“I-I don’t have a harem… I love you, you know that…”

“And yet you offer your energy to anyone… You slut-energy-giver…”

“You say that like I have a choice. It’s to help you and the others!”

“Please, my King, could you be quieter?” said a drowsy voice. Kari cleaned the drool on the corner of his mouth and blinked a couple of times. Due to their conversation, he was awake. Elli glared at him, making the Demon Duke startled. “W-what’s wrong, my King?”

“Nothing… It’s just that you look so happy after what you did yesterday…”

“Yesterday?” With a confused expression, Kari tried to remember. Then he widened his eyes and turned to Yuuki. He became an alarming shade of red and he looked away at once.

“Now you’re the one acting like a maiden?” Elli complained. “After you eagerly got down on your knees and sucked the Hero’s manly sword?”

“Eagerly?” Yuuki asked.

“Don’t say that to him, my King!”

“Yes, eagerly. For someone who claims it was his first time doing that, he sure knew what he was doing,” Elli said in a dry voice, making the other two blush even more. “Just so you know, yesterday was a special situation. Yuuki’s sword belongs to me!”

“I-I-I o-o-only did like in those magazines he has hidden around here!” Kari shouted. “I found out while you two were gone and was reading a little. All I did was imitate that!”

“I wanna read those magazines right now!” demanded the Demon King.

“Wait, Elli! There’s no need for that!” I don’t want my boyfriend reading those! He’s gonna think I have more weird fetishes!

“There is! I wanna read now! I wanna know everything you enjoy!”

“Yes, my King.”

“Wait, Kari!”

“Here. These are the most enticing ones.” Kari bowed and handed a few thin books to the Demon King.

Yuuki tried to get them, but Elli was faster. But the three of them rolled off the bed. Both demons were on the floor, with the priest on top, trapping them with his arms.

“Are you two okay?”

When there was no answer, he opened his eyes.

Both demons were red as they looked at Yuuki.

“What…?”

“Nothing… I never thought you’d be so bold so early in the morning,” Elli said with a joyful expression.

“I-I’ll say this right now. I didn’t like getting your energy like that. I had to. It was the only way with you unconscious,” Kari mumbled, looking away. “I still can feel and taste you in my mouth!”

Yuuki had no idea what was happening.

“Ah! I knew there was something lascivious happening here!” someone shouted.

The three of them turned to the door.

“Rin? What are you doing here?”

“I came to check on you. And then I see two shrewd demons trying to seduce you while you’re recovering.”

“For your information, Gorilla, Yuuki is the one seducing. And the two of us at the same time. I don’t like the idea, but if he’s taking charge, I’ll allow for him to bring someone else. As long as I’m around.”

“What? Lascivious!”

Rin raced to get Yuuki off from them.

The priest had no idea what was happening. But for some reason, he was laughing.


Afterword

Thanks for reading the Cutest Demon King!

Hope you enjoyed it.

I’d like to thank Yaya chan for the cover art. It’s amazing. I bet a lot of people read because of it XD

Did you like Elli? It was so fun writing him. I like confident cross-dressing characters. Like they’re sure who they are and what they want. But I guess that’s expected from a Demon King. I loved showing his interaction with Yuuki. I mean, they just reunited, but are former lovers.

If you don’t want to miss the next volume, or my other stories, sign up to my newsletter. I always send an email when I release a chapter of my web novels or any work with cute cross-dressing young men.

If you enjoyed The Cutest Demon King, you might enjoy The Magical Girl is a Boy. The first volume is available for free.
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