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Onceluponiatime}
therelwasialkingdom
facingfalbigithreat
Thelkingdom\wasjat
WEPTA0CEGR
creatures;thatihad

appeared|inithe!
surroundingforests®

iThe)warjhadlalready,
caused[many;
EFEMESNELES
and|peasants;alike’




iThelcreaturesiseemed

otherworldy’They;

thatlexceededithat/of;

alhumanitheirjhard
SECSMECBIR
difficultitolinjure'

themlandjthey,were!
ablejto/spitifire"

Infallast{desperate!
attempt)thelking{led(al
intojthelforestito

controlledithe!lbeasts?




they fought ultlmately they,failed§ThelKing{hadithrownlhisfenemy;toithelground;
butiwasistronglviiniuredihimself:




Helwouldiveldiedyifjit
hadnitibeenifora
wholhadifoundhim

bleedingfonithe!
battlegroundiand
tendedjtolhisjwounds

\Whenjthelkingfawoke}

s [lhelimmediately,felliin

lovewithithe)young

weeksjhe'stayed there
andjtheirjlovelhad

S B¥grownlbythelday

Ty

you are the most
' beautiful thing | have
A

— ‘ ever.seen...
| h

h—




\Whenlheifinally,
returneditolhisicastle)
the¥situationlseemed
direyTherelhad|been
many/disastrousjraids

iThere\wasone/grainof;
[hqp@[imm'ﬁ[h@
kingdomlhad|hunted

aa m@smmﬂ
=2 small{covenlofithem
' had|hid{and{survived|in
theforests;forjmany,
yyearsiNow ithey,had
beenlattackeditooland
offered|helplinithe!
Crisis?

n




TREWitchlinsisted that Relwas to]marrythelyoungestmemberlortheirlcovenYShewas fo

becomeithe[queenofithelland[and theirjmarriage)wasjto]beithefend[ofialliwitchhunts?



TogetherthelalliancelwasiableltolhuntithelbeastsidowniThelnew/Queen|hadfactuallyfallenlinllovewith
thelyounglkingHelhad/grownifond(ofjher)surejibutitherelwas'stilllanothewholheldesperately/loved:!
iThelqueenjwasinevento)find{outiaboutiherexistenceSShelwasialpowerfull\witchfand|he feared;forthe!

safety/ofithe]peasant/girl:




| love you

Bothlqueeniand|peasantfgirllhad/gotten|pregnantiatthelsameitimeyBoth\werelcarryingithelking:s;
childrenOnelofithem|was;tolbelbornfalnoblejithelotherialbastardjThelking/had|no]plansito]risksthe!
alliance)withjthe]powerfullcoven§The|peasant/girllknew/ofithelqueenjibut'shelknew;thatithelkingitruly,

loved|/her§EoriherXthatiwasienought




/Afterymany,hours/of;

labor,jthelQueenfgave!
birthitolalhealthy/son®

— KThelred|inlhisleyesiand
hairjresembledithat{of;
hisimother;s?

imhelkinglhad\waited
nervously,forgthelchild

tolbelborn;iforithere!
\wasianothergtolbelborn

atithe)very/samejtime®

Helrodejtolhisibeloved
as;fastiasihe|wasiable
toyButiwhenlhe
arrived
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Thesadifacesiofithelmidwivesimadelhisiheart'sink{intolhis'stomach’SWHERE|{ISISHE?!Zhe!
commandeditolknowButlhe)was;toollatelHerbleeding/corpsellay\where'shelhad/given|birthitola!
healthy/sonfjThe/peasantfgirlisifatherasked|ifihelwas tojtakelcarelofithelchild:Helhadlacceptedithe
forbiddenllovelbetweenlhis/daughteriandithelkingThelgirl:s/death|howeverjwasitoolhardiforhimito

handlellfiitthadnitibeeniforzthelexistencelofithelgrandsonjihe)wouldivelgivenluplon|hisilifeithejvery,
sameldayAThelkinglhowever)declinedHewanteditolbelcloseitojthelonlyliving/part(ofihisioneitrue;
love§Helfound himselfiinfaldilemmalhoweverjthelqueenjwasinot;tolknow/ofihim®
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iThelonelboy;{Gerrard;jhad|been|locked|uplinfaitower,nevertolseeitheloutsidelworldiHisifathervisited(him{oncela\week;
\withoutlevergtelling(himlfaboutihisimotheriHellied{aboutihislown|positionfand|useda\fakelname¥A'singleservantiknewand
remainedfsecretivej\whilst{caringiforithelboyThelboyjloved|hisifatherjbutiwanteditolbreak{outloficaptivity*

Thelotherjboy{MortellofjwasitolbecomealproperjKnightijThelkingisitruelheir!



~Nina, you' EE 'ﬁﬂEﬂHﬂ@ﬂEﬁ]m

always been the r—_ withlaluncurable
perfect queen -
and mother. Take e “desease' [Hbﬂﬂ{l
cacoiiio 4 '- written|instructions;for,

kingdom until our m 'on
son is of age. | / %m
| o7 - whattoldolonithe!
King:s/dying|day;
However;beforelhe!
wasiableitolhand|hery

thelinstructionsihis;
strengthlhad|leftihim

and|his;finallmoment:
\wasjimminents

Evenlon|his{dying/bed,
heldidnit:tellihis\wife!
the truth®™



ﬁh@dﬂ@dmmwmﬁdﬁﬂnﬂmmmﬂ@?mﬁma@mg@n
tried{tojmanageithe!formalitiesjasjwelliasihe[couldHisjfatherywas;to]belburied|injthelcryptithe)very/next{day:
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Whatjwasyounra'
planjyou traitor?l

=

Did)you[planjtol |
replace]Mortello
asyyouriheir?

you{cheated[on
meNfromithe
very/dayywe
married®

\When|Nina\walked|intolherjhusbandsjworkichamber)yshelfoundithelinstructionsjher;husbandlhadlintended
forithe'servant¥Aldarkness;awokelinlher;’shelherselfihad|neveriknownSheifeltdemeanediand|betrayedland
lustedforjrevengeYinlhisold(diaries)shelfoundfeverythingithat\was;tolknow/aboutithelboy/Gerrard?
Emotionjtook{aholdlofiher{sensesiandiand|neitherjreasonlnorjlogiciwerelabletolreach|her/statelofimind




Shelknew,whatithe!
servantilooked|likeland
started|tojtransform
herself"

Shelhad(concocted(a
potion[of;
transformationjThere
wasjbarely/enough
moralelleftiinlherjto]not:
outrightikillithelinnocent
boyASheljustiwanted
him/gone¥Shelknew;the
servantjwas;tolarrivelat
thelboys;towerinitwo
hoursYAll'shelhadtoldo}
\wasitolarriveithere
sooner?




1 %@m&y@@m

He'seemed/solniceland
| polite§Fora'second'she!
evenlconsidereditojtake!
| Himlundernerwing)

! But;thenjthelragelcame
[ packiThe/deep feeling o
i enge.:

" neediforirevenge
And[don’titell younfather:! H |

ey lEm g ® ) And[sincelshelhad|been
breaksyoulout! |
robbed[ofiherjbeloved
Drinksthis!|Itwill change _.? EEE}E]ELG}E onlytarget
younappearance¥sonoone

l the
willlrecognise o ‘ ﬁmﬂfﬂ]‘;}w

mw AllCamelby/earliar today/my
boy:!




Gerrard(couldn;tibelievelhis;
luck

iThelservantihadfalwaysibeen
nicejtolhimjbut/shelhadfalso
always;treatedithe)words/of,
hisjfatherjasiifithey/had|been
carved|infstone?

Helhad({only/seenithe’

outsidelworldithroughia
'smalliwindow}Helhad|read
aboutiitiinlbooksiand{only,
liveditherelinlhisiown

fantasy

He was'solincredibly/excited
to/finally/seelhowjitiactually;
was,ithatiheldidnit{question
orjhestitateHeljustichugged
thelpotion!




\

mmwmmmmmmmmam al
overjhisiskiniEvenlhisjintestines feltiasiifithelwere/swirlingfaround|insideofihim%Butiat the'sameitimejithe!
tinglingifeelingimadelhimifeelireally/goodyHefalmost{didnitiwantiit;tolstop:




\

Hisihipsiwidened hisihairjgrew,hisichest'started
tolswelliand his)voicelchanged,tolalhigherpitch®




S

HislloweribodystarteditolchangeitooWhat{once'should/havelbecomelhisjpridelofimanhood ™™



cgrew/smalleriandismalleriinfgreatpleasurejihelreleasediall’'semenjhisibody,wasever;going




His'sword|had|been|replaced|with{a'sheath§Only/alnearly/clearfluid\wasihittingithe/ground:




iThelboy,had|nojreal{concept
ofimanfandjwomanyHe[did
only,readfaboutiromancelin
booksiNeveriknowing
anyonelbutihisifatherjandfan
oldjwomanjhelhad(no;

conceptiofigendenrolest

iThelnew/bodyj/ofihis;\was

\weirdiforhim¥Butlifiitiwould
bring(himithe!freedom|he!
hadfalwaysidreamt(of;ihe

wouldfgladly/spendithelrest:

ofihisjlifelas;a\woman?®

Gerrarditooksthelclothes;
that/Queen|Ninalhad

broughtiand|putithemlon®

Helkissed|herjonithelcheeks

‘ ' and|leftthe tower,forever?




Nolonelwas/goingitolquestion
thelredhooded/girljithat
wanderedithroughithelnight:

/And'still;JGerrard\was'scared
tojgeticaught!

Helhad|neverzknown\wholhis;

fatherjactually,wasionwho
mightibellookinglout forhim®

onlhericheekYEmbarassment
starteditolclaw/itis\way/into

herthoughtiShethen
procededitoitry/and|killithe!

feelingjwithlred|wine®




The)younggirliwasialready,
plansiforherfuture?

shelhad\walked\without

directioniforzanlentire!

, She\was;tiredfand;tried;to
S findja'suitable]placeifory

thinklofialnew/one

and find aljobY Having(not/grownluplinithe!
) BoutsidelworldGerrard

,73,; dﬂﬂﬁﬁ[bmeﬂﬁh@

7. dangers;thatlawaited|her?

_f'._.:_“_ ﬁ- --f' @?@@n]za@ah@db@[nﬂm
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% world\wereifacing?




whilst @anmﬂmﬂmmwmah@maﬂﬂ@d]m
use/magic,\butitrieditolanywayjTherelwasinoluseShelhadjtolwait,forstheleveningitofindithegirl*




\Whilstihisimothentrieditolget
ahold[ofiherselfMortello
rodefout,to)visitia\farmers

He had|become friendswith
the farmeryafterhelhad/sold

the)young|princelal
horse¥

Thelold/man|had|implied,
thatihelhad(oncelknown
Mortello;s fatheriHowever,
helremained)very/secretive

aboutthe'specifics?

Mortello]likedjthe!manfand
\was/curiousylfithelman
\wanted|it;toJremainfa'secret,

it{hadito]belinteresting!




Gerrard\wasifast{asleep danger thatimoyveditowardsjher®



’/A\man|had/seenlherred
cloakilyinglinithejfields;
fromiafar}

Helwas;almurdereryand
had|veryjilllintentions?

Gerrard|beganito
realizelinjwhat(great
danger;shejwas*

\What{helhad|inlmind
however)Gerrard
\would/havelnevery
dreamt{ofiinlher;
wildest{dreams®=




A

" iThelmaniforced|herjonlherikneesjThere'shelkneltyscarediforherlife®




\Youl[can]not

- A% _
RS Repuledldown e pants Gerrard sudden y/realized What
he!
P T situation ized S expected(ofiheriShelhad|never




beautiful'girl

l2velever,

mammmmmmmm
piercedithelmanifrom|behind¥A\palelboywithlredlhairappeared|behinditheswordfand(offered
Gerrard hisihand:




Gerrard[couldn;tieven
say/a\word

Sheljust/starteditolcry,
and|Mortellolhelped|her,
on|hersfeet?

Heloffered/herja'small

l EdidEHarldn
starteditolcleanlherself;

fromithe)murderers;

~ EShelfeltihorrible){butithe!
youngiattractivelman

infront{ofiheywas’so
kind,jthat/shelcould/not
help]but{cheerjupallittle®




iThey/gotlon|hisihorseland
helaskedforjherjname?

Shelhad[nojtimeltojthink:

friend|if{she)wasiable}to
stay,thereforya\while®




Was that
smooth?

\
\ \m\%ﬂ Ilhope thatwas

smooth:..
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agreed Garrettistayifishelwas/goingitolwork{on|his;farm|in[returnjThelstrangertold
E[@gnmmm neverfeltilikelthat/before®



Youlremine

melofimy
CEMENCTR

Donitiworn)
. QYou;reisafe
) gheret

\

MeanwhilejithelQueen|wasitryingitoifind,thelboyXShelsearchediforiGerrard|inlhercrystaliballibut:the!
girllhadjalnew/namelby/nowjUnbeknownstitolanyonejithelmanithatihaditaken|Garrettiinjwasjherfown

grandfather!



| N AEE
imhelgirlireally/commiteditolherworkYAlllofiher/clothes\werelred(dressesiand/shelhaditojwork:
ordergtolbuy/clothesithatiwerelmore'suitable{foryworkiShelreallyjlikedithejwork/shelhad|beenfgiven!
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/Afterihenworkiwas{donejfsheitookalbathiForthelfirstitime)shelwasialone\withlherjnew/body4Shelhadito
thinkiabouttheleventsiofithelday;andithe]prince;sifacelarrived|inlherymind:



Shelhadlonly/experimented|withlherfown]body/oncelortwicelbeforejThis feltibetterthenlitihad



C—

\

SReEoToutor tRa At and went toRerBedroamiI shewanted oty evenmorevenelaiant
want;thelold/manitolseelitlby;happenchance?




mmmmmm@mmm@mm mind:



The/pleasurelhad|reached itisiclimaxiand/shefinally,felttired{enoughitoifalliasleepiSheldreamtiofiridingwithithe;
princeloverjbeautifulplainifields?




Thegirl’sfacelwouldn;t
leave!

He|planned toride tojher,
first thing inthemorning:

Helknew/helhadifallenlin
loveiHelhad/had/small!
crushes{onlothernoble!
girls;butihelhad|never;

been{solsmitten®

imhelgirlilooked\very;
similiargtolherymother?
Llikefather;|likeson®




A

Thelprincelhad|returneditoitheloldifarmiand|had|broughtibreakfastiWhen[Garrettlenteredithelroom,

Mortello’siheartiiumpedlinlhisichestiShelsatidowninext.tolhimtanditheloldimanilleft.themito



aboutyouithe
entire/night...




1

JAs'soonlas/she'started|tolsay,thoselwordsithelprincelleaned(forwardi{forialkissyltiwentlagainstleverythinglhe
had|learnedfaboutletiquettejibutiheljusticouldnitihelplhimselfjTolGarrettisiown!surprisejshelreallyjliked;the!

wav/hisilipsifeltion|hers:




Shelalso]leaned|intojthelkissiand(theirlipsistayed/connectedasitheirgtonguesistarted(toldancelwithfonelanother¥She

wanteditolleanlinjmorelanditrieditolsupportihenweightiby/puttingiherihand(onlhisithightShelmissed|/howeverand
instead(startedifeelinglhis{crotchlby/accident™®




.l
Shelfelthislerection{throughitheitight/pantsiand|instinctively/started|fondlingl/hisibulge§Helanswered|by/carefully

movingihisihanditowardsiherjbreastiHerlevelofiarousallexceededithatlofiyesterday;s3Sheldidnitiknow,whatlexactly;
\waspossiblyabout;tolhappenjibutishejwaswillingjtojfind{out?




ShelguidedhimitolheribedroomyHerbreastsilay/barejbut'she)waslexcited|forjhimitolseeithemThelway;he!
lookediatthemjthelway/how/greedily/hejtouched her;really/madelherfeelldesirableyWhateverwasigoingito

happeninextSshelwanteditoifindloutiwithlhim®™=



Both[ofithem[didnitireally,knowjwhat;toldojibutitheirbodiesjand|instinctsiknew,whatineededitolhappen?






iThat{day;bothlofithem|had
lostitheirvirginity

iThey,fellldeeplyjinllovelwith
eachlother?

Queen|Ninalhad/meanwhile!
givenluplonleverfinding
GerrardiShelhated herself;

fopwhat/shelhad{donejtojthat:
innocent{boy**

Garrettihoweverjhadljust:
had{sexwithlherhalf-brother,
forgthelfirst,time?

iThe'siblingsiwerelinnocent(of;
their{crime}sincejthey/didn;t:
knowjiQueen|Ninaitried|to
drownlherfrustrationlinjred
\wine







Several years later... | - >

!
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Queen|Ninalhad[notforgivenlherself;fonwhat’shelhad[done¥She had truly/loved|herihusbandfandXasifarjas'shelhad

knownj{destroyed(onelofithelonly,things;thatihelhad|lefttoithelworldMortellolhad|been{crownediand\wasinow,
officially,thelkinglof.thelcountryAHelresembled hisifatheributiwasievenimorelbeloved|by/his/subjects:




A ,.N"
iTherelwasfonejlhoweverjwho;sjlovelhelcarelmorelaboutithenfanyonelelses®







They/had|beenfalcoupleiforyyearsiby/nowiGarrettywasihappy,tolbelhisiwomanjTheirrelationshiplhad,tolremainial

secretihowever?






Mortellojwasialbeloved|king§butimarriagelwasjlongloverdueyHisiadvisorsihaditriedto]pushlhimlinto)it™



‘

I|havelcomejtoiterms
\withlhow[our
relationshiplisjgoingito,
play/outiMortiWellove
eachlotherithatimuchlis
for{certainyButillknow;

thatywelcan|nevenbe!

Ifamifineywith|beingithe
girliyoujvisithowjand
then™

Evenlifitherelisigoingito

|Pelsomewnherelelselthat
4 WDBES!E@»

i

4 'Asllongtas;you lovelme™

But!lido-.. ly)
|lreally/do-.-

But;therejwaslonly/onefjwholhejtruly/evericonsidered® i




And;therelwerelnolother{considerationsineeded:
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imThelKing:simotherjawaitedithelarrival{ofihis'sonland|hisjbetrothedShelhad|longgivenlinlintolselfidoubt}
alcoholismiand(depressiontShe)wasiexcited|forjherfsonitolhaveifoundialnice]peasantigirlyWholcared{about
old[conventions¥Shelhad|beenia\witchlafterjalljWhenithelcouplelenteredithelroomyshelspatioutiherywine®™




iThelQueenitrieditolbehave!
likelitjwas{expected(ofiher?

Shelhidlinlherjroomias;
soonlasshe/possibly/could>

Shelneededitoithinkiabout

Meanwhilethejwedding

Garrettiand|Mortihad
neveribeenlhappier:

What; tojthelseven .# ﬂ’
hells;jamlifsupposed /
toldojnow?!

<
a
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Thelceremony/overafteraifew/hoursiThelQueen|hadlordereditolremoveiallipicturesiofiherjhusbandifromithe
-astlejforjrenovation/purposesiMortellojwas;toolbusy,toleveninotice§Garrettiknew/herfathers;faceloficourse
andiat;thisjpointlitiwould|/havelcreateditoo)many,problems;foriherstolseeithe|paintings{ofiher,father™




I'mcoming.:. {

llhopeyouiare

goingito/get
pregnant

immediately!




Nina\wentthroughjwithlherplan®

Queen|Garrettihadiforgotten
how/herfatherhad|looked|like®

Garrettiand|Mortellojwere!
expectingitheirfirstichildiBoth
knew|itiwas{only,the firstlof;

many,tolcomes

Ninaitold|herfsonjthat/she!
\wanted;tojgolbackstoithewoods?
Shelwanteditolgolbackstolher;

coven.

’Atithelonelhand/shejwasjglad
thatGarrettjwas'stilllalive’and
wellibut{onithelothershe’
couldnitibelieve)what!
consequencesjheractionsihad
had3Sheldidnitiwant;tolbe
ofithatlevery/day’

iThere\wasialsojtooimuchjwinelat:
thelcastle




Sheldid/howevenvisitithe!
castleloftenitojteachlher;
grandson|Emiliolinjwitchcraft®

Helshowedfalot/ofitalent{at{al
youngiage:

Evenithoughlshe'stillifeltialot
ofjregretyspendingitimewith
herjgrandchild/madelitihurt:

much|less®:

and;thellived|happily/ever;
after!




