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The house is quiet when Mark leaves for his three-day conference.

He kisses my cheek at 6 a.m., mutters something about “love you” while scrolling emails, and is gone before the coffee finishes brewing.

I’m 29. Married four years.

We met in college, dated through grad school, bought this house in the suburbs two years ago because it felt like “settling down.”

Most days it feels like settling for less.

I work from home as a graphic designer.

Mark works from anywhere as long as there’s Wi-Fi and a phone signal.

The neighbor next door Ethan waves every morning when he mows his lawn.

He’s 40, divorced two years, quiet, always shirtless in the summer, skin tanned from hours outside.

He’s polite.

He helped us fix the fence when we moved in.

He always asks how I’m doing.

I always say “fine.”

Today is the first day of Mark’s trip.

I wake up to silence, no husband, no dog, no kids (we’re “not ready yet”).

I make coffee, open the back door to let in the morning air.

The backyard is small, fenced, private enough.

I set up the lounge chair, put on a bikini I haven’t worn in years black, high-cut, barely there.

I tell myself it’s just sun.

I lie back, close my eyes, feel the heat on my skin.

When I open them, Ethan is on his deck, coffee in hand, looking straight at me.

He doesn’t look away.

I don’t cover up.

I smile, small, then close my eyes again.

He watches for a long minute before going back inside.

That night the power goes out at 9:17 p.m.

Thunderstorm rolling in.

Mark texts:

“Hope you’re okay. Hotel has power. Call if you need anything.”

I text back:

“All good.”

I light a candle, sit on the couch with a glass of wine.

A knock at the door.

Ethan stands there, holding two candles and a flashlight.

“Figured you might need these,” he says. “Power’s out for the whole block.”

I take them.

“Thanks.”

He hesitates.

“Mind if I wait out the storm? My deck’s getting wet.”

I step aside.

“Come in.”

He does.

We sit in the living room by candlelight.

The thunder rolls.

We talk.

About the house.

The neighborhood.

His divorce.

My marriage.

I laugh when he makes a joke.

He watches me the way he watched me sunbathing.

I feel it.

The wine is gone.

The storm quiets.

He stands.

“I should go.”

I stand too.

We’re close.

Too close.

He looks at my lips.

I look at his.

The candle flickers.

He leans in slow.

I meet him halfway.

The kiss is soft at first tentative, guilty.

Then deeper.

His hands on my waist.

Mine on his chest.

We break apart, breathing hard.

“Tell me to leave,” he whispers.

I don’t.

I take his hand.

Lead him to the back door.

The backyard is dark, rain still falling soft.

We step outside.

He presses me against the fence that separates our yards.

The wood is cool against my back.

His mouth finds mine again.

Harder.

I moan.

His hands slide under my shirt, palms warm on my skin.

I arch into him.

“Fuck,” he breathes against my neck. “I’ve wanted this since the day you moved in.”

I pull him closer.

“Take me.”

He lifts me, legs wrap around his waist.

He grinds against me.

I feel how hard he is.

He kisses me like he’s starving.

Then he sets me down, spins me, bends me over the fence.

My hands grip the top rail.

He yanks my shorts down.

No panties.

He groans.

“Fuck, you’re soaked.”

He drops to his knees, spreads me, licks me slow.

I moan, loud, not caring who hears.

He stands, unzips.

Slides into me in one thrust.

I cry out.

He fucks me hard against the fence, hips snapping, hand over my mouth to muffle the sounds.

“Take it,” he growls. “Take what your husband doesn’t give you.”

I come hard, shaking, clenching around him.

He follows, filling me deep.

We stay like that, panting.

He pulls out, kisses my shoulder.

“Inside,” he whispers. “We’re not done.”

I nod.

We go back in.

The power is still out.

The night is just beginning.
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The power stays out until after midnight.

We stumble back into the house, soaked from the rain, clothes clinging, breath ragged.

He closes the door behind us, locks it.

I turn to him in the dark living room, candlelight flickering across his face.

His shirt is plastered to his chest.

My shorts are still around my thighs.

He steps closer.

“We should stop,” he says, voice rough. “This is wrong.”

I nod.

Then I kiss him.

He groans, lifts me, carries me upstairs.

My bedroom our bedroom is lit only by the storm outside.

He lays me on the bed Mark and I share.

The sheets still smell like Mark’s cologne.

Ethan pauses, eyes dark.

“Tell me to leave.”

I pull him down.

“Don’t.”

He kisses me slow this time deep, deliberate, like he’s memorizing every inch.

His hands slide under my shirt, palms rough from work, calloused fingers tracing my ribs, my breasts.

I arch into him.

He peels the shirt off, kisses my collarbone, my nipples, slow licks that make me whimper.

“You’re so beautiful,” he murmurs against my skin. “I’ve watched you for years. Wanted this for years.”

I tug at his shirt.

He pulls it off.

His body is hard, tanned, scarred from years of manual labor.

I trace the lines with my fingers.

He shudders.

We undress each other slowly.

No rush.

Just hands, mouths, breath.

When we’re naked, he lays me back, spreads my legs.

Kisses the inside of my thighs.

Then his mouth is on me slow, reverent, tongue circling my clit.

I moan, fingers in his hair.

He licks me until I’m trembling, then slides two fingers inside, curls them.

I come quietly, shaking, whispering his name.

He kisses his way back up my body.

When he settles between my legs, he pauses.

“Look at me.”

I do.

“I need to hear you say it.”

I swallow.

“I want you inside me.”

He enters me slow.

One long, deep thrust.

We both groan.

He stays buried, forehead pressed to mine.

“Fuck,” he breathes. “You feel perfect.”

He starts moving slow rolls of his hips, deep, deliberate.

I wrap my legs around him.

We move together, eyes locked.

No words.

Just breath, moans, the soft creak of the bed.

He fucks me slow for a long time.

Then faster.

I come again, clenching around him.

He follows, spilling deep, groaning my name.

We stay like that, tangled, breathing hard.

He kisses my forehead.

“I should go.”

I hold him tighter.

“Stay.”

He does.

We fall asleep with him still inside me.

Morning comes.

The power is back on.

Mark texts:

“Conference going great. Miss you.”

I stare at the message.

Ethan wakes, sees my face.

Kisses my shoulder.

“Regrets?”

I shake my head.

“No.”

He smiles, dark.

“Good.”

He leaves through the back door before the neighborhood wakes.

But he texts me an hour later.

Ethan:

Last night wasn’t enough.

I text back.

Me:

Come over tonight. Same time.

The affair begins.
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The First Week of Stolen Moments
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The affair becomes a rhythm.

Mark is back from the conference on Monday.

He kisses me at the door, tells me he missed me, goes straight to his office to check emails.

I smile, nod, pretend everything is normal.

But my body remembers Ethan.

Every time I walk past the fence, I feel the wood against my back from Saturday night.

Every time I see the lounge chair in the backyard, I remember his eyes on me.

Monday night Mark falls asleep on the couch watching a game.

I slip out the back door at 11:47 p.m.

Ethan’s deck light is on.

He’s waiting.

We don’t speak.

He pulls me into his house through the sliding door, kisses me against the wall.

No words.

Just hands, mouths, need.

He fucks me on his kitchen counter fast, desperate, my legs wrapped around him.

I bite his shoulder to stay quiet.

He comes inside me, groans my name.

I go home, shower, slide back into bed beside Mark.

He doesn’t wake.

Tuesday morning Ethan mows his lawn shirtless.

I watch from the kitchen window while Mark eats cereal and scrolls his phone.

Our eyes meet.

He smiles, slow.

I feel it between my legs.

Tuesday afternoon Mark is at a client meeting.

Ethan texts:

Back door’s open.

I go.

He’s waiting in his bedroom.

We fuck slow this time on his bed, lights off, curtains drawn.

He takes me from behind, hand over my mouth, whispering how long he’s wanted me.

I come twice.

He fills me again.

I go home, start dinner, kiss Mark when he walks in.

Wednesday night Mark has a late call.

I “go for a walk.”

I meet Ethan in the backyard.

We fuck against the fence again quiet, urgent.

He lifts me, my legs around his waist.

I bite his neck to muffle my moans.

He comes deep.

Thursday Mark is home all day.

We don’t see each other.

The tension is unbearable.

I touch myself in the shower, thinking of Ethan.

Friday night Mark goes out with friends.

Ethan texts:

My place. Now.

I go.

He’s waiting naked.

We fuck everywhere: couch, floor, shower, bed.

He eats me out until I’m shaking.

I ride him slow, grinding deep.

He comes inside me three times.

I go home at 2 a.m., shower again.

Mark is asleep.

Saturday morning Mark is hungover.

I make coffee, smile sweetly.

Ethan mows his lawn.

I sunbathe in the bikini.

He watches from his deck.

I spread my legs just enough.

He disappears inside.

I know he’s stroking himself to me.

The game is on.

Sunday night Mark falls asleep early.

I slip out again.

Ethan’s waiting on his porch.

We fuck on his porch swing slow, rocking, my legs over his shoulders.

I come whispering his name.

He fills me again.

We kiss goodnight.

I go home.

Mark is still asleep.

I slide into bed beside him.

Guilt is there.

But it’s quieter now.

Desire is louder.

The affair is a secret we keep.

For now.
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The First Time They Almost Get Caught
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Mark’s company is sending him to Chicago for a week-long training.

He leaves Sunday night.

I kiss him at the door, tell him I’ll miss him.

He kisses my forehead, distracted, already checking his phone.

The door closes.

I wait ten minutes.

Then I text Ethan.

Me:

He’s gone. Come over.

Ethan:

On my way.

He slips through the back gate, knocks softly on the sliding door.

I open it.

He steps inside, pulls me into his arms, kisses me hard.

We don’t make it upstairs.

He lifts me onto the kitchen island the same one I fucked him on the first night.

My shorts are yanked down.

His mouth is on me fast, hungry.

I moan, fingers in his hair.

He stands, unzips, slides into me.

We fuck hard, fast, the island creaking.

I’m loud.

He covers my mouth with his hand.

“Shh, baby. We don’t want the neighbors hearing.”

I bite his palm.

He fucks me harder.

I come shaking, clenching around him.

He follows, filling me deep.

We stay like that, panting.

Then we hear it.

The garage door opening.

My heart stops.

Mark’s car is pulling in.

He wasn’t supposed to be back until Friday.

Panic.

Ethan pulls out, zips up.

I yank my shorts on, smooth my hair.

Mark walks in through the garage door, looking tired.

“Hey,” he says, dropping his bag. “Flight got canceled. They’re rescheduling. Thought I’d surprise you.”

I force a smile.

“Surprise.”

He kisses my cheek.

“Missed you.”

“I missed you too.”

Ethan is gone slipped out the back while I distracted Mark.

Mark heads upstairs to shower.

I stand in the kitchen, heart pounding, Ethan’s cum still dripping down my thigh.

I clean up fast.

Mark comes down in sweats.

“Want to watch a movie?”

I nod.

We sit on the couch.

He falls asleep halfway through.

I stare at the TV, body still humming.

My phone buzzes.

Ethan:

Holy shit. That was close.

Me:

Too close.

Ethan:

Worth it.

I smile in the dark.

Me:

Come back tomorrow. He’ll be at work.

Ethan:

Count on it.

The risk makes it hotter.

Monday morning Mark leaves for the office.

I wait thirty minutes.

Then I text Ethan.

Me:

Back door.

He’s there in minutes.

We fuck in the living room, on the couch where Mark fell asleep last night.

I ride him slow, grinding deep.

He whispers how much he loves fucking me in my husband’s house.

I come whispering his name.

He fills me again.

We spend the whole day in bed.

No guilt.

Just need.

Tuesday Mark has a late meeting.

I meet Ethan in the backyard at dusk.

We fuck against the fence again.

Quiet, urgent.

He bends me over, takes me from behind.

I bite my arm to stay quiet.

He comes inside me.

We kiss goodbye.

Wednesday Mark is home early again.

We don’t see each other.

The tension is unbearable.

Thursday night Mark falls asleep on the couch.

I slip out the back door.

Ethan’s waiting on his porch.

We fuck on his bed, slow and deep.

He whispers he’s falling for me.

I whisper I’m falling too.

Friday Mark leaves again for the rescheduled trip.

This time he’s gone for real.

I text Ethan.

Me:

All weekend. Stay over.

Ethan:

I’m yours.

He arrives with a bag.

We don’t leave the house.

We fuck everywhere.

Kitchen, living room, stairs, shower, bed.

We sleep tangled.

We wake up and do it again.

Saturday night we fuck on the porch swing.

Sunday morning we fuck in the shower.

Sunday night Mark texts he’ll be home Monday.

We have one more night.

We make it count.

Ethan fucks me slow on the bed.

Eyes locked.

No words.

Just us.

When he comes inside me, he whispers:

“I love you.”

I whisper back:

“I love you too.”

We fall asleep.

The affair is no longer just sex.

It’s everything.
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Mark comes home Monday afternoon.

I’m in the kitchen making dinner when he walks in.

He kisses my cheek, drops his bag, heads to the living room.

I smile, stir the sauce.

He calls from the couch.

“Hey, babe? Did you use my phone charger? Mine’s dead.”

I freeze.

His charger is upstairs in our bedroom.

I left it there after Ethan charged his phone during our weekend.

I swallow.

“Uh, yeah. It’s upstairs.”

He goes up.

I hear him moving around.

My heart pounds.

He comes back down with the charger.

And a small frown.

“You okay?” I ask, too casual.

“Yeah. Just... noticed some marks on the headboard.”

My stomach drops.

Ethan and I got rough Friday night.

The headboard has scratches.

Mark runs his hand over them.

“Looks like someone was... enthusiastic.”

He laughs lightly.

I force a laugh.

“Must be from when we moved the bed.”

He nods, but his eyes linger.

Dinner is quiet.

He scrolls his phone.

I watch him.

After dinner he showers.

I slip upstairs, check the bedroom.

The sheets are fresh I changed them Sunday.

But the headboard scratches are visible.

I run my finger over them.

Guilt hits hard.

But so does the memory of Ethan fucking me against that headboard.

I close my eyes, breathe.

Mark comes out of the shower in a towel.

He kisses my neck.

“Missed you,” he murmurs.

I smile.

“Missed you too.”

We go to bed.

He falls asleep fast.

I lie awake, staring at the ceiling.

My phone buzzes on silent.

Ethan:

You okay?

Me:

He noticed the headboard.

Ethan:

Fuck. Sorry.

Me:

It’s fine. I’ll handle it.

Ethan:

I want to see you.

Me:

Tomorrow. He’s at work.

Ethan:

I’ll be waiting.

The next day Mark leaves for the office.

I wait thirty minutes.

Then I go to Ethan’s.

He pulls me inside, kisses me hard.

We fuck on his couch fast, desperate.

I ride him, grinding deep.

He whispers how much he missed me.

I come whispering his name.

He fills me.

We stay tangled on the couch.

“I don’t want to hide anymore,” he says.

I kiss him.

“Me neither.”

But we don’t say what comes next.

We just hold each other.

The week passes.

Mark is home more.

We don’t see each other as much.

The tension builds.

Friday night Mark goes out with friends again.

I text Ethan.

Me:

Come over. Back door.

He’s there in minutes.

We fuck in the living room, on the rug.

Slow, deep.

He takes me from behind, hand over my mouth.

I come quietly.

He fills me.

We hear the garage door.

Mark’s home early.

Panic.

Ethan slips out the back.

I run upstairs, shower fast.

Mark comes in.

I come down in a robe.

“Hey,” he says. “Missed you.”

I smile.

“Missed you too.”

He kisses me.

His hand slides under the robe.

I tense.

He pauses.

“You’re wet.”

I swallow.

“Just showered.”

He frowns.

“Really?”

I kiss him to distract.

He kisses back.

But I feel the question in his eyes.

Later in bed, he’s quiet.

I pretend to sleep.

He stares at the ceiling.

The suspicion is there.

Growing.

The affair is no longer safe.

It’s dangerous.

And I don’t want to stop.
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The Night She Confesses to Ethan
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Mark has been quiet all week.

He watches me more.

Asks casual questions.

“Did you go out last night?”

“Why is the back door unlocked?”

“Who’s been in the house?”

I answer smoothly.

Lie smoothly.

But the lies are piling up.

The guilt is heavier.

Friday night Mark goes to a work dinner.

I text Ethan.

Me:

Come over. We need to talk.

Ethan:

On my way.

He slips in through the back.

I’m in the living room, lights low, wine on the table.

He sees my face.

“Shit,” he says. “What happened?”

I sit.

He sits beside me.

I take a deep breath.

“Mark suspects something.”

Ethan’s jaw tightens.

“How much?”

“He noticed the headboard scratches. Asked about my wet hair after you left. He’s... different. Quieter. Watching me.”

Ethan runs a hand through his hair.

“Fuck.”

I look at him.

“I can’t do this anymore.”

His face falls.

“You’re ending it?”

I shake my head.

“No. I’m ending my marriage.”

The words hang in the air.

Ethan stares.

“You’re serious.”

I nod.

“I’ve been lying to myself for years. Mark’s a good man. But he’s not you. He’s never been you.”

Ethan’s eyes soften.

“Baby...”

I take his hand.

“I want you. All of you. Not stolen nights. Not hiding. I want mornings with you. Weekends. Everything.”

He pulls me into his arms.

I cry against his chest.

“I’m scared,” I whisper.

“I know.”

He kisses my forehead.

“But I’m not going anywhere.”

We sit like that for a long time.

Then he kisses me slow, deep, full of promise.

I kiss him back.

We move to the couch.

He lays me down gently.

We undress each other slowly.

No rush.

Just us.

He enters me slow, eyes locked.

We make love quiet, tender, real.

When we come, it’s together, soft moans, tears.

He stays inside me, holds me close.

“I love you,” he whispers.

“I love you too.”

We fall asleep on the couch.

Saturday morning Mark comes home early.

We’re still tangled.

He walks in.

Sees us.

The silence is deafening.

Mark looks at me.

Then at Ethan.

Then back at me.

His face crumples.

He doesn’t yell.

He just turns and walks out.

The door closes softly.

I cry.

Ethan holds me.

“I’m sorry,” I whisper.

“Don’t be,” he says. “You chose us.”

We sit in the quiet house.

The marriage is over.

The affair is over.

What’s left is real.

We spend the day packing Mark’s things.

He doesn’t come back.

He texts later:

I’ll get the rest next week.

I’m sorry too.

I don’t reply.

Ethan stays.

We sleep in our bed.

No guilt.

Just love.

Just us.

The house is finally quiet in the best way.

No more secrets.

No more lies.

Just truth.

And each other.

Fin.

END
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