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THE VOICES OF TWO MEN
CHUCKLING ECHO THEOUGH
THE EMPTY PLAYGROLND.
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7" YEAH,
{ sHE WAS.




1 STILL
DON'T KNOW
WHY SHE DID

THAT TO LS. |

v

IT JUST
DOESN'T '
MAKE ANY [EEE
SENSE. (NN




WHY WERE

" yOU EVEN WITH
HER, MAN? 3
| SHE

~/ DEFINITELY
WASN'T YOUR
USUAL TYPE.

-

»




I DON'T
KNOW... I NEVER
HAD LUCK WITH MY
USUAL TYPE. I NEVER
HAD LUCK WITH ANYONE. &
I MEAN, LOOK AT -
ME, DUDE... -

SHE WAS
/ THE FIRST CHICK
I EVER SLEPT WITH.
THE ONLY ONE THAT

EVEN LOOKED IN MY
DIRECTION.

WHATZ WHAT
/ ABOUT THAT CHICK
IN CANADA YOU
WERE DATING
BEFORE?T

I THOUGHT
YOU USED TO
&0 UP THERE

DURING SCHOOL
BREAKS.



LUNLESS
YOoU JusT
MADE HER

LP.

*LALIGH*
BUSTED...

MY GRAM
LIVES UP THERE.
I WAS STAYING

WITH HER.

SO WHO WAS
JENNAF I HEARD
YOU TALKING TO

HER ON THE

PHONE...




WELL, GRAM N
HAS THIS LITTLE

ALWAYS PUT ON THE

PHONE FOR SOME 2§
REASON...

’

IT MADE HER
HAPPY. SHE

LOVED THAT |

YOU LET ME _
BELIEVE YOU HAD
THIS SIDE PIECE IN
ANOTHER COLUNTRY

B THE WHOLE TIME WE

WERE IN COLLEGE,

'

N

2

ARE YOU F 4
SERIOUS? T WAl

V.
THOUGHT YoU A

b #
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WELL, IN
/ ORDER TO EVEN
HAVE A SIDE PIECE,
I WOULD'VE NEEDED
A MAIN PIECE...

= I'M BEING
HOMNEST. SHE
| WAS MY FIRST. YOU
WERE THE SECOND
CHICK I EVER SLEPT
WITH, BRO.

BUT I'M NOT A CHICK...
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OUT THE HOT
BABE SITTING ON
THE ROUND-

ABOU T

DAMN
SHE'S FfNEf_____.-'

) r " YO, CHECK

" s




HOW CAN
YOU TELL? |

OH YEAH.
I FORGOT YOU
AREN'T ATTRACTED |
TO WOMEN ANY-
MORE. SORRY, t
s : MAN.

WHAT?
DUDE! COME

; — ON...! ol
‘f’ ; - .
/ /
. r::\'.;"-
¥ .
. - B T A + HOW COULD SHE TAKE

e e e & THAT AWAY FROM ME...? |8
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NOW
HER, SHE'S
TYPE...

DEFINITELY MY
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/" SHE'S
SMOKIN'
HOT.

/" DUDE,
THAT'S SO
TRASHY.

I COULD 60 FOR
ONE RIGHT NOW.




~~ YOU HAVE
' TO ADMIT, IT'S
KINDA SEXY,
THOUGH.
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GET IT, MAN.

S HOW COLLD ANY-
ONE FIND THAT /8




I JUsT DO,
' AND YOU'RE GOING
TO HAVE TO DEAL
WITH IT.
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COME ON,
IT'S NOT LIKE

YOU MIND IT
ANYWAY




" WHAT ARE
YOU TALKING |
ABOUT? 4

|
YOUR

" LATEST BAD |
HABIT, OF
COLRSE. 4













/ WHAT?
IT'S JUST
A SQUIRT

- AFRAID

' OF GETTING
WET?

( NO!IT'S
@T..,







*GASP*
GODDAMN
IT!




e

T OKAY, N

REAL FUNNY, ¥
DUDE. NOW CAN |
YOU STOP? 4

.,_-'

IT KINDA | °
HURTS... 1B

n
| 2 .lf' Sl ‘ ‘;F'/
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WHY ARE
YOU GETTING
EMOTIONAL? IT'S
JUST A LITTLE
WATER.

| NoT! IT*s |
JUST... /

-



" ITFEELS
WEIRD. CAN YOU |
AT LEAST SHOOT |
ME SOMEWHERE /
ELSE?P  °©




STOP

(' WHINING AND
SUCK IT UP. BOYS
AREN'T SUPPOSED
TO CRY.




4 YOU SOUND LIKE
' MY MO-OW!

e




BUT T HAVE
THE GLIN, SO0 I
CAN DO WHAT

I WANT.

STOP IT,
PAULINE. THAT

REALLY DOESN'T

FEEL 6O0D!
E

" THEY'RE,
LIKE, REALLY
SENSITIVE.




/ R CAN'T
STOP ME
NOW... X
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" *GASP*
MY NIBPLES! |
sTooop! /

.
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/" DON'T
{ BLAME ME

@'HJS.




IT"S WHAT

! vou AND DAVE
WED-







*WHIMPER*®
PLEASE
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TO BE YOU, NOT ME...
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ANOTHER

STRANGE

DREAM
*SIGH*

60D
‘THEw”éE
SORE THIS
MORNING.
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AND WHAT
THE HELL AM I
SUPPOSED TO DO
ABOUT THIS? |
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ONE FIND THIS
ATTRACTIVE? 4
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AN HOLIR PASSES BEFORE THE
SOUND OF A DOOR CAN BE HEARD
CLOSING IN THE DISTANCE.
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¥ YOU KNOW,
IF IT'S MORE
COMFORTABLE TO
8 SIT AROUND NAKED,
B YOU'RE CERTAINLY
WELCOME...

L ]




Y I'MJusT
"KIDDING, ALTHOUGH Y

I CAN'T EVER GET | '
ENOUGH OF THOSE |
Bl BEAUTIFUL | R -
BOCES. T
s - TR
4 28 e dod -
o1 i
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y ‘




I WIsH -
Y I COULD GIVE
THEM TO YOU. THEY
SLUCK. ESPECIALLY .
RIGHT NOW.
( / |
-
. L |}

»
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i | W
WHY ARE
YOU HOME
EARLY?

/e

CYERT™

THING OKAY

WORK?

AT
)

YEAH.
FINISHED WHAT

I NEEDED TO, AND Y
THE BOSS SAID I
COULD TAKE THE
REST OF THE
MORNING.




L]

.li"."'hf'uhﬂl ' :
WISH I HAD A
BOSS LIKE THAT
WHEN T WAS ABLE
TO WORK...

YEAH. KEN'S
A REALLY GREAT
eUY TO WORK
FOR.

AND HE
WANTS ME TO
BE HOME AS MUCH
AS POSSIBLE IN CASE

YOU... WELL, YOU
KNOW...




R S T .1 ==

WELL, AT
LEAST YOU DON'T
HAVE TO WORK
ANYMORE...




Y THAT'S
NOT... I
KNOW...

/

HEY, 1
THOUGHT

YOU SAID YOU |
WERE GETTING |

DRESSED.




COMFORTABI

THING I HAVI
TC

YOU'RE
"NOT GOING TO
HAVE ME CHANGE |
INTO SOMETHING |
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. WELL.,
I LIKE THE
ROBE, SO I
DON'T THINK §
YOU WILL.




" EVERYTHING =

ALL RIGHT?




ASIDE FROM
BEING STUCK AS
YOUR PREGNANT

GIRLFRIEND,
RS A
f l'__.h.H .

T ralV;
|I'|I'I1 II-..i'I ¥ E .

ACCORDING
TO THAT BOOK
WE GOT, THIS IS

N r-::IEIIh'r'I‘J III:I'lll-—u




DAMN,

DUDE. THAT

SUCKS. I'M
SORRY.

-.,]_.- :'_'_'_'_:: [_.I

SHOULD BE.
THIS IS MOSTLY

YOUR FALLT.

I KNOW.
I REALLY AM




HOPEFULLY
IT WON'T BE TOO

MUCH LONGER...

E%m




I'M NOT
LOOKING FOR-
WARD TO THAT,

EITHER.

CAN'T BE
WORSE THAN
GETTING KICKED

IN THE BALLS,
RIGHT?

I DON'T
KNOW, MAN.

TRY GETTING

KICKED IN THE

BALLS ON THE
INSIDE.

BECALISE
THAT'S WHAT
IT FEELS LIKE IF
HE MOVES THE
WRONG WAY.




SPEAKING Y
OF, YOU READY
TO GET YOLR ASS

KICKED?
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AST
TIME. IT WON'T F
HAPPEN AGAIN, s —
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*GRLINT"
BUT GIVE ME A
SECOND. HE IS

SHIFTING.




X

)

'
1§

==
ROl

&

ror M
A
s,

-

-

LIE

o
Lid

NT

i
| I,
L0 A

=
—
b




YOU'RE NOT §
DISTRACTING ME |

WITH THAT ONE A8
AGAIN. AN




I'M PLAYING
TO WIN. MY MIND
IS LIKE A STEEL

& -

-

e o
e .

NO CHANCE, |
MY FRIEND. 4

e

o . .




LET'S P
THE STAKES.

DISHES AFTER

L
L
Y
Vi
L
Qo
o
oL
L
i
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. |

y

DINNER.

WHADDYA |

SAY?




BECAUSE I
HATE DOING
THEM.




7 you
HAVE NO,
UH...
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A LOT OF
MILK
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*SLOW
BREATH"
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CORI, I'M ¥
SORRY. BUT
I... "SIGH*
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=5 e,

NO, IT
IBNCT. IT°5..
FUCK! I WAS DOING 4
SO WELL TRYING NOT § ,
TO THINK OF YOU 488
LIKE THAT.




|

I CAN'T
GET YOU OUT
OF MY HEAD.

B —
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I SWEAR,

I WAS TRYING.
YOU HAVE TO
BELIEVE ME.

———




BUT I

[ CAN'T HELP
NSELF.
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N’ OH
WA GOD...







YOU...
ACTUALLY
WANT THIS,
. TOOP

W E




Y WE'VE
BEEN DOING
THIS EVERY DAY
FOR ABOLT A YEAR |

ANYWAY, UNTIL

7 *CHUCKLE®
I WAS ACTUALLY
WORRIED THAT YOL
WERE GETTING BORED |

OF ME. HOW MESSED /

UP IS THAT?




NO WAY!
I MEAN, I WAS
JUST... I PIDN'T
THINK YOU...

IS THIS
ACTUALLY YoU
TALKING RIGHT

OKAY?Z IT'S JUST
THE PREGNANCY

) _ . | -:l I‘ﬁJ’ | = o

STILL ME
IN HERE.

YEAH,
OKAY. YOU
GOT IT.




WHY ARE §
YOU TELLING |
ME THIS? 4

i o o —
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YOoU
WANT MY BIG,
HARD...?




*BREATH* |

GO SLOW.
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v MOANw
v I NEEDED

THIS SO... v /

il

~

*THROAT
CLEAR*




¥ GOING TO
d NEED YOU TWO
TO WRAP THIS
LUP SOON.

WHO'S |
T |L.|I F: EI E '::TI __.".:
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MAKE
YOURSELVES ﬁ
DECENT. WE NEED W
TO TALK, AND WE
DON'T HAVE A LGTE
OF TIME. 4

»  YOU CAN
GET BACK TO
YOUR LOVE-MAKING
WHEN WE'RE
DONE.
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MY NAME IS
DETECTIVE IRA. I'M
WITH THE ARCANA
REINFORCEMENT
AGENCY.

IF YOU
TWO COULD
CEASE INTER-

COURSE, I WILL
EXPLAIN...

OH GOD!
BUT WE CAN'T
STOP!
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=

IT'SA @&
CURSE. I'M |

SORRY! &85

PLEASE
DON'T HURT |
et s




OF COURSE
SHE WOULD. OH
WELL, IT'S A SIMPLE
ENOUGH FIX.
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" DETECTIVE,
WAS THAT REALLY |
NECESSARY? _

HMPH!




CUMMING
SO MUCH! IT

THAT IS TRUE
BLJT' IN YOUR HA
: YOU GAVE THE Pt
B BOY A FEMALE r"FE:A
HIS E‘:D"ﬁ WASN'T BU

TO HANDLE IT.

STE
o
FLE




YOU'D THINK
THAT YOU OF ALL
PEOPLE WOLILD WANT
TO ALLOW THEM SOME

| DIGNITY.

THEY" EE
JUST NORNM '1|'E"“~.
WE CAN MAKE THEM

FORGET THAT WE WERE [

EVER HERE WHEN
WE'RE DONE.
| )







S

el 4 gl tt]

il SR

hui-".‘“.'hl .

SOME NERVE, COMING
INTO OUR HOME

LIKE THIS...

( YOU PEOPLE HAVE







SEEr
NOW THEY
DON'T TRUST
UsS. SO DID WE §
REALLY SAVE 4
ANY TIME?




-

~ GIVEN, NE "

COULD CERTAINLY '\

FORCE THEM TO TELL

US WHAT THEY KNOW. |

BUT THEN HOW WOLUILD |

WE BE ANY BETTER 4 | W
THAN SHE IS?

A
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/ THIS IS
A BETTER
WAY.
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\"--L
T
THINK YOU'RE
RIGHT ABOUT &

-

THEM. s—

S’ | ISTEN.
S IF ANYTHING
HAPPENS TO |

£




>~ YOU CAN PUT
7" YOUR CONCERNS §
TO BED. WE HAVE NO |
INTENTION OF HARMING |
YOU. WE JUST WANT /4
TO TALK.

I'M DETECTIVE
DOMINICK ROSCOE |
OF THE AR.A. &
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” DETECTIVE
IRA AND I ARE
HUNTING A ROGLE 1
MEMBER OF OLR I
KIND. B

THE SAME %
ONE THAT ALTERED ¥
YOUR LIVES NEARLY |
A YEAR AGO. ‘
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: .y
THAT'S
" ' WHO You
B = : 1 NOULD KNOW RS
! _ < ] HER AS, YES. SRl

iy ‘ﬁi

EWlly TS BEEN
Sl A WHOLE YEAR.
P WHY ARE YOU
IR,  SHOWING Lp /==
- NOW?
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CAN'T
OR WON'T?
EITHER WAY, WHY
ARE YOU HERE IF
YOU CAN'T HELP
HER... HIM?

-
-

\
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/) THERE'S A
/ LOT OF RED TAPE
INVOLVED AROLIND |
US INTERACTING |
DIRECTLY WITH
YOUR KIND.

- BUT IT ;‘
" WASN'T FOR THE \ |
LACK OF EFFORT ON | |

YOUR BEHALF. f.

FOR THE PAST
/" ELEVEN MONTHS,
( OLR AGENCY HAS BEEN |
SCRAMBLING TO REPAIR |
EVERY PARADOX SHE
CREATED WHEN SHE
ALTERED YOUR
EXISTENCE. iy

: IF IT WASN'T .
" FOR OLIR EFFORTS, ¥
THE WORLD AROUND |
YOU WOULD'VE FALLEN
INTO ABSOLUTE
CHAOS.
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AS FOR UNDOING

THE, LET'S CALL IT \
MAGIC. AS FOR LUNDOING |
THE MAGIC THAT CHANGED ;
YOU, IT'S NOT THAT _&

EACH INDIVIDUAL
COMPONENT OF A CHANGE ¥
IS UNIQUE, MADE UP OF '
HUNDREDS OF THOUSANDS }
OF INDIVIDUAL PATHS
OR STRINGS.

-,

| WITHOUT
KNOWING THE EXACT
PATH HER MAGIC TOOK, |
A ANY ATTEMPT TO ALTER |
o IT COULD BE CATA-
ey <05 STROPHIC.

> bovou
UNDERSTAND?
IT TOOK THE BETTER
PART OF A YEAR TO |
HANDLE THE UN-
INTENDED SIDE
EFFECTS. A~ -
7~ IT WOULD
" TAKE LONGER
THAN YOUR LIFESPAN
TO RETRACE THE STEPS)
SHE TOOK, UNLESS
WE FIND HER.




' 'i
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IS THERE Qi
NOTHING YOU §

CAN DO FOR [

_—
SADLY, NO
IT'S FAR MORE
LIKELY THAT WE'D
MAKE THINGS
WORSE.

AND THINGS
COLLD BE FAR
WORSE.




THERE °*
HAS TO BE
SOMETHING...

8  THERE'S
et A CHANCE, YES.
BN BUT I DON'T WANT

¥
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WHATEVER
OUR CHANCES
BN ARE, WE'LL DO |
= B ANYTHING WE CAN |
~R Y LY
=i B : .fﬁ_ﬁ__-' -

BUT WE'VE &

S BEEN LOOKING Y

S FOR HER THE ENTIRE "|
TIME. IT'S LIKE |
SHE DOESN'T
EXIST.




P THAT'S N
/' BECAUSE THE
WOMAN YoU
THOUGHT YOoU
KNEW DOESN'T /

EXIST., e oea

s PALLINE
' WAS MERELY A ..
COVER SHE CREATED
TO HIDE FROM US, |
FOLLOWING HER LAST /
VICTIM'S FATE., 4

HER FIRST, AND
UNLESS WE FIND |
HER, YOU WILL

LIKELY NOT BE

HER LAST. .

( YOU ARE NOT

7 ALTHOLIGH \
THIS TIME IS |
DIFFERENT.

£
( S0O7F
> WELL, :
/  NORMALLY HER \
VICTIM IS THE PERSON |

SHE ATTACHES
HERSELF TO.

SHE TAKES
/" SOMEONE AS A SORT
OF PET. AND THEN, WHEN
THEIR LOYALTY WAIVERS
EVER SO SLIGHTLY, SHE
PUNISHES THEM, JUST
LIKE SHE DID YOUR
FRIEND. -
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Y AND FOR N
SOME REASON,
SHE'S KEEPING

TABS ON YOU. 4

i

NOW BECALSE gty
N ALARM WENT OFF Y
CATING HER PRESENCE 8
YOUR KITCHEN JUST A
MOMENTS BEFORE
WE ARRIVED. -

. o




" SHE LEFT
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MAY YOUR
LABOR
BE AS EASY

AS YOU
WERE

)
Dave ana Coki,
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Il 4

lives ’fanIEH«E’r. WE“, I IIl'nl"tl:-il'x‘. l:‘-'l:l‘l."ialIL 1S
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| Can't pait to w:eaf the Tivst "evoleh
{j{ﬂ“ihﬂ é.l'nu T ho lfﬂﬂ{e fn&ETLEH
Oh, and tell Detective Ira that hey

Tianee says hi. She ives the begt h:ty

o{n hies. :)
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KNOW WHAT
HAPPENS.

WE DON'T
KNOW. IT FEELS
LIKE SOME SORT
OF SICK POWER

FETISH.




CHRIS... |

/AL WE
KNOW IS THAT
HER MOTIVES

ARE ALWAYS
PERSONAL.
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B I WISHIHAD O
BETTER NEWS. WE %
WERE HOPING SHE &
SPOKE TO THE TWO £ =

B\ OF YOU BEFORE =2

o SHE FLED. _
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TOGIVEUS @
SOME CLUE, ANY O
CLUE, TO WHERE | f
SHE'S HIDING OR |
WHAT NEW IDENTITY A |
SHE ADOPTED. 4

.
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) WHY WOULD
{ SHE RISK GETTING |
CALGHT JUST TO

HARASS LS? 4

-
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AGAIN, THIS
WAS SOMETHING
WE HOPED YOU

COULD SHED SOME
LIGHT ON.




S0, IS THIS
THE PART WHERE

YOU ERASE OLR
MEMORIES OR
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NOT
QUITE. I WAS ¥
ACTUALLY HOPING
THAT YOU'D
CONTINLE TO
HELP US. <

——




" WITH THIS. §
NOTHING TOO
INVOLVED.
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PLACE s
/" THIS BAUBLE ON
A CHAIN AROUND |
YOUR NECK, AND IF |
SHE’S WITHIN SIXTY |
FEET OF YOU, WE'LL /
BE ALERTED. 4

JUST WEAR
THAT AS A

f THAT'S
B CORRECT. 4
i-




IF SHE
/' DOES ENGAGE
(IN CONVERSATION
~  WITH YOU, TRY
TO KEEP HER
TALKING.

LET'S &0,
DOM. THIS IS
A DEAD END.
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(BE RIGHT |
~ OuT.

NO,

TAKE YOUR

TIME...
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I KNOW THIS
LIFE WASN'T YOUR
CHOICE, BUT KNOW |
THAT YOL'RE QUITE |
LUCKY, GIVEN WHO |
WE’'RE WORKING S
WITH. |

LUCK, AND

¥ coop N

SORRY FOR
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INTRUDING. 4







WELL, AT
LEAST WE HAVE
SOME POWER ON
OUR SIDE. THAT'S
SOMETHING...
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PR R THERE'S S
I STILL A CHANCE W
B WE CAN FREE B
Y YOU, MAN.










.!__—.W.-__.._. ﬁ“ ﬂ

NSy T
__. s .-___n_._._ "

[ |
._.__
R
] )
1-.,...
[}
l-h. __._..-‘
ul o _.L._.,. .ﬂ.
mu & mm W ._? W
— . \ A ¥
S = . ..1..u.. iy
o= 'y Tt
. \ -_-_t -
P Wl

4 ..T. #

_..“.;.u..._..

e 3 i
. i !
-L”..t . _-_"_I..r..






WHY \
DID YOU LIETO
THEM? THEY WERE !

NEARLY CONTENT |
WITH THEIR

SITUATION.

I

BECAUSE "":";;
Q'UE NEEDED THEIR | 1

COOPERATION. -.4_ /
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/" WELL, YEAH. \JJ
SHE’S OBVIOUSLY
GOT A THING FOR A
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sie'sil | 1
NEVER GIVEN ONE
OF HER NORMIES
A GIFT LIKE THAT /

BEFGEE._,I
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BUT NOW
THEY BELIEVE
o] THERE'S A WAY
4 BACK TO NORMAL.
- THIS IS THEIR
NORMAL.

WHO CARESF
THEY'LL BE FINE
THE WAY THEY
ARE. BUT NOW
WE HAVE BAIT.




"y F VAR G b AW
' Hq _..”.....1,..m.~_. i : : .. A .
_._“_M,.._:._,i-_w Weios b e S k)

i 4 .-..m .n...__ln L..—..q (]

s ] & [P
ARGl
et 3 ..___....." o .-”...1.. ..r..-. . i
e a g N
RE e

-

COITIS?
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WHY ARE
YOU SO GUNG
HO ABOUT THEIR
FEELINGS?

BECALUSE IT'S
OUR JOB TO WATCH

OVER THEM, AND I HAD L3
NO INTENTION OF LET- 4




_ WE JUST gt
- o NEEDED INTEL. WE (RS
& 3N WEREN'T HERE TO RSl

SOCIALIZE. T ot

- = E i B

WHAT, '
DID YOU THINK
THEY COULD JUsT
POINT YOU IN THE
DIRECTION OF
YOUR SISTER?

FINDING THE
RUBY STAR
WOLLD BE THAT
EASY?




COME ON, I
HAVE ANOTHER }
LEAD :
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WHAT
ARE WE GOING
TO DOF







I'M RIGHT

HEEE.
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EVERYTHING
OKAY?




WHAT DID SHE |
DO Nowp &
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